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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 5 - Board Meeting
July 21 - General Meeting
August 2- Board Meeting
August 18 - General Meeting
September 6 - Board Meeting
September 15 - General Meeting
October 4 - Board Meeting
October 20 - General Meeting
November 1 - Board Meeting
November 17 - Annual Meeting
December 6 - Board Meeting
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July Meeting cancelled after this issue went to press. See details on last page.

VA., Will be sponsored by Washington Chapter 
of National Railway Historical Society. Trip 
will leave Washington Union Terminal 9 a.m., 
stop 20 minutes later to pick up passengers at 
Alexandria, then proceed over Chesapeake & 
Ohio with steam motive power. This line has 
been dieselized for some time.

Photo stop at Gordonsville, Va. where sev-
eral C&O lines meet. About 3 ½ hours will 
be spent in Charlottesville for visit to C&O 
engine yard. Restored 4-6-0 recently restored 
in C&O shops will be on display there on day 
of trip. City buses will be available for trips to 
Monticello or University of Virginia. Fare, $5 
including tax; children $2.50. For tickets, con-
tact Herbert L. Chase, 1615 Franklin St. N.E., 
Washington 18, D. C.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 966-4809.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Saturday, 

August 20, 2016. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
At last, a location with no other fans! The 611 is working west at 

Montvale on Saturday, May 7, 2016. The only fans to be seen were 
in the distance, and someone flying a stupid drone around being 
annoying. Kenneth L. Miller Photo

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, August 
18th. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. Winston 
Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the west end 
of the building on the track level.

Our September meeting will be held on Thursday, September 
15th and the October meeting on Thursday, October 20. Please be 
sure to check the cancellation policy below, as it does apply year 
round. Please see the notice about cancellation of the July meeting.

Meeting Notice
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The Timetable
July 19 to 24 - 2016 NRHS National 

Convention, Denver, Colorado. Info at www.
nrhs.com. For information on a private rail 
car trip to and from the convention contact 
Carl Jensen.

July 27 to 31 - C&O Historical Society 2016 
Conference, Cumberland, Md. www.cohs.org

August 13 – Blue Ridge Chapter Rail 
Day, Lynchburg. www.blueridgenrhs.org . 
See more information elsewhere in this 
Turntable Times.

October 15, 16, 22, and 23 – The New 
River Train, an Amtrak charter excursion 
from Huntington to Hinton, WV, and return 
each day.

October 29 & 30 – Amtrak roundtrip 
charter excursions from Spencer, NC, to 
Charlottesville (Saturday) and Toccoa, GA 
(Sunday). North Carolina Transportation 
Museum and Watauga Valley Railroad 
Historical Society and Museum. www.
nctrans.org 

October and December – Old Dominion 
Chapter excursions, Dillwyn, Virginia. For 

more information, see http://odcnrhs.tick-
etleap.com 

Treasurers Report
Chapter Treasurer Jim Cosby has the 2015 

Chapter Treasurers Report available for 
members. Please contact him if you want a 
copy.

Those Were The Days! 
Researched by Bill Arnold

From the April 1953 issue of Trains & 
Travel Magazine

April 26: Apple Blossom fan trip to 
Winchester, Va., on Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad out of Baltimore, Md., will be 
sponsored by Baltimore Society of Model 
Engineers. Train will stop at Silver Spring, 
Md., in Both directions. Fare, $5. For further 
information, send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Irvin V. Kopp 3829 Echodale 
Ave., Baltimore 6, Md.

From the May 1953 issue of Trains & 
Travel Magazine

June 14: Spring field trip to Charlottesville, 

June 29, 2016 is one of those milestone days in our station 
renovation project. On that morning, for the first time in 
well over 50 years, brand new "Roanoke" signs decorate 
the ends. We are coming down to the countdown on com-
pletion, lots more on the station, next issue. George Stein 
photo, left, Skip Salmon, below.
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From The Editor
This issue of Turntable Times, the 2nd 

Quarter of 2016, is running late. We wanted 
to get 611 excursion information in, and 
many members have been involved in oper-
ating the 611 excursions. See excursions 
reports and “Thank Yous” elsewhere in this 
issue. Also, the Roanoke Virginian Railway 
passenger station is nearing completion - 
finally. See a report on that in this issue too. 
Our Mechanical Committee continues work 
at 9th Street on a variety of projects. See 
Lewis Foster’s excellent report.

Due to space constraints, we will resume 
Jeff Sanders 2015 year in review report in 
the 3rd quarter issue.

Jim

Condolences
Sadly, I report to you that a long time 

member and friend of the Chapter, Bob 
Allison, passed away July 9, 2016, at UVA 
Medical Center Charlottesville. Recently 
retired, Bob was an engineer on the Norfolk 
Division, as well as an avid railfan.

Bob was a native of Bellefonte, PA, near 
State College. After riding a part of the 
Chapter’s Independence Limited about 
1970-72, Bob became great friends with our 
membership and began making frequent 
trips to Roanoke to help work on equipment 
and participated in most Chapter functions 
from that time forward. After a few years 
Bob secured a job on the N&W Roanoke 
Terminal. Within a couple of years he trans-
ferred to the Norfolk Division.

Bob’s membership lapsed as his job pre-
cluded him from regular participation. Since 
his retirement he had recently been attend-
ing our meetings and was planning to renew 
his membership. Unfortunately, illness has 
taken him from us at a much too early age.

Bob had no family in this area. As per 

Bob’s wishes, there was no memorial ser-
vice. 

Jeff Sanders

Sick List
We were glad to see David Shumate at 

the June Chapter meeting. Dave had serious 
medical problems that had him hospitalized 
for several weeks. While he is not yet fully 
recovered, we wish him the best as he con-
tinues to improve.

What About That Class J 
Number 611

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Well, by the time this reaches the 
Internet or your personal mailbox, the 

Class J 611 21st Century Steam Excursions 
for 2016 will be over. Judging from what I 
have viewed online, some truly dramatic 
photos were taken. A lotta people took 
advantage of the new drone technology. 
Like many of you, the weather on Saturday, 
April 9th, took me for a loop. I did not wear 
enough to stay warm while waiting for 
the excursion from Spencer on that bridge 
just north of Kemper Street Station in 
Lynchburg. The real challenge was trying to 
keep that super strong wind from taking my 
customized Class J 611 cap off my head and 
having it land into an inaccessible location 
such as a fenced in area or body of water.

Like last year, I was not going to do any 
hardcore chasing. I did enough of that back 
in the eighties and early nineties. Photos 
that encompassed those classy color posi-
tion light signals and locations where I had 
not photographed a train since the NW 
diesel paint scheme era – that was what I 
was after. I also tried to position myself for 
a great going-away photo of the two rear pri-
vate cars. Things worked out as planned for 
the most part with some unexpected bonus 
photos to boot.
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Boonsboro Ruritan Club at 
1065 Coffee Road Lynchburg, 
Va. 24503. Plenty of free 
parking on site and the 
building is handicapped 
accessible. Operating model 
train layouts will be on dis-
play and model trains and 
railroad memorabilia for 
sale. If you want to sell your 
old model trains we offer a 
service for you to consign 
your items on our “White 
Elephant Table”. This show 
is known for its family friendly atmosphere. 
You will also find items for the serious col-
lector. Admission $6.00 per person, Family 
admission $10.00, Children 12 and under 
free with a paying adult. 

For more info call Norris Deyerle at 434-
237-4912 or visit our website www.bluerid-
genrhs.org . 

Pride
By David Foster

I am proud of the Roanoke Chapter NRHS, 
and the Chapter has every reason to be 

proud, too. It produces excellent results. 
This spring we manned nine N&W 611 

excursions under contract to VMT. Every 
one operated on time. Each time nearly 900 
people were boarded and detrained safely, 
often under less than ideal circumstances 
because of a lack of passenger platform in 
Roanoke. The passengers were happy. The 
staffing was well planned and professional. 
The boarding plan, especially at Manassas 
with its potential for chaos, worked remark-
ably well.

This spring also the Virginian station proj-
ect at last nears fruition after a multi-year 
slog with sometimes nearly insurmountable 
obstacles. The station is beautiful! It is a 

great credit to the Chapter and all who have 
worked tirelessly and selflessly to make its 
restoration a reality.

All year long our mechanical force at the 
9th Street Shop works in relative obscurity, 
but their results are amazing and the qual-
ity of their work unassailable. The Chapter 
can be proud of the equipment refurbished 
there by our volunteers. Whether it’s a cos-
metic restoration of the Chesapeake Western 
Baldwin from the scrapyard, or the design, 
fabrication, and welding up of a stainless 
steel waste tank for Coach 537, the results 
are uniformly fine.

All of this and more make me proud to be 
affiliated with such a talented, dedicated, 
and accomplished group of rail fans and rail 
historians. And you should be proud of your 
achievements, too!

Lewis Foster photo
The 537 stainless steel holding tank is taking shape.

Skip Salmon photo
Our station is practically glowing in the late afternoon light, showing off the 
new sign. 



Transportation spokeswoman Bethany Wolfe 
said Amtrak plans to begin service in the 
“fall of 2017” between Roanoke and all its 
Northeast corridor stops.

Amtrak passengers will be permitted to 
bring carry-on luggage, purchase refresh-
ments in a cafe car, ride in a “quiet car” on 
a first-come, first-served basis and use free 
WiFi.

In addition to the new Roanoke boarding 
platform, crews will build a facility for ser-
vicing the train between trips. To be located 
at Albemarle Avenue and Williamson Road, 
the servicing center should cost $5.2 mil-
lion, officials said.

The state intends to pay the combined 
$15.1 million cost of both facilities, accord-
ing to Wolfe. It is part of an allocation of 
nearly $100 million to restore passenger 
train service in Roanoke, which last had it 
36 years ago.

The price tag for the ground facilities in 
Roanoke has risen from $9.4 million, an 
estimate given last fall when project plan-
ners thought they were going to build a 
combined facility to both board passengers 
and service the trains.

The platform on the drawing board at that 
time would have sat low near the tracks 
and required using steps or a mechani-
cal lift to enter the car. A Federal Railroad 
Administration official, citing a federal 
mandate for expanded use of level boarding, 
rejected the low platform plan.

Project planners have since agreed to build 
a raised platform for level boarding and to 
situate the servicing center on Albemarle 
Avenue

Bedford Amtrak Station 
and Platform

As reported in the 1st Quarter Turntable 
Times, Bedford is interested in having 
an Amtrak platform/station. The Bedford 

Chamber of Commerce has started a petition 
in support of this. Here is how you can find 
a simple way to vote for Amtrak service to 
Bedford and Smith Mountain Lake. Visit: 

www.thebedfordstation.com/petition

611 On The Move
June 8 – August 7: on view at North 

Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer,  
NC

August 8: travel to Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, Roanoke, VA

August 9 - September 5: on view at 
Virginia Museum of Transportation, 
Roanoke, VA

September 6: travel to North Carolina 
Transportation Museum, Spencer, NC

September 7 – 21: on view at North 
Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer, 
NC

611 will return to Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, Roanoke, VA after the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer, 
NC events conclude in the fall.

NRHS News
Here is the link to the June 2016 NRHS 

News:
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/

NRHS_News_June_2016.pdf 
The NRHS News is published six times a 

year. In this issue there is information on 
the NRHS including the July Denver NRHS 
convention and RailCamp.

Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 – 
Saturday, August 13, 2016

The Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway 
Historical Society is holding its 38th 

annual model train and railroadiana show 
and sale on Saturday, August 13, 2016. 
Hours: 9:00 am till 3:00 pm. The train 
show will be held in the air conditioned 

The most accommodating folks I encoun-
tered were the friendly residents of 
Christiansburg. They assumed I was a rail-
roader and actually encouraged me to get 
up front for people-less photos. I declined 
because I wanted the kids and seniors espe-
cially to enjoy the 611 experience. What I 
did do was get permission from the resident 
of the Christiansburg depot to use a bale of 
hay to stand on to put me above the heads of 
other viewers. All he asked was that I return 
the bale and not to fall off the bale while 
shooting. The stack talk at Shawsville and 
westward was spectacular.

I don’t know how many were sold but I 
was quite impressed with the belt buckles 
for each steamer 611, 1218, and 2156. I 
purchased the 611 buckle and it did receive 
a number of comments during the Sunday 
afternoon pursuits to Radford.

There are a lot of folks in this world who 
must really crave attention. It is truly amaz-
ing what some folks will do in complete 
public view while awaiting the 611’s passage. 
This was especially true along that stretch of 
U.S. 460 that parallels the N&W high iron just 
east of Elliston. Lots of folks were standing 
on the tops of motor vehicles but one person 
wanted a few of the comforts of home with 
him atop his SUV, including a lawn chair 
and cooler. I overheard a female passenger 
comment at the station in Roanoke that she 
had never witnessed such behavior just for a 
train picture. People standing in streams, on 
roofs and tree branches, she noted.

I am sure glad I was able to enjoy the 
Southern Railway/Norfolk Southern Railway 
steam excursions from the vestibules and 
that recording car directly behind the tender. 
Back in those days, some of us would hold 
our spot the entire trip - an extreme situa-
tion of absolutely having to use the toilet, 
GOD OF THE HIGH IRON FORBID. And yes, 
I still have and listen to on those record-

ings on cassette. That recording car was 
THE MAN O WAR. Actually it was one third 
recording and two-thirds standard coach, a 
combine.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Some of you might have missed out on 
this. I sure did. The May 2012 RAILFAN 

& RAILROAD magazine included a very 
informative article on the works of Mr. O. 
Winston Link entitled LINK TO THE PAST. 
It was an article in which the writer com-
pared locations photographed by Mr. Link 
back in the fifties and how these locations 
appeared in 2012. A lot of the changes are 
dramatic and some haven’t changed much 
at all. Next to this feature article was one 
entitled THE LINK MUSEUM written by 
another writer. It too was quite informa-
tive. Being a charter member of The Link 
Museum and meeting Mr. Link in person 
back in the nineties, I try to read every arti-
cle about his works and the museum that 
honors him and his works. I came upon the 
issue at a railroad event last winter.

It appears that the caboose in Farmville 
may in the future receive an official paint 
scheme. Community leaders are in the pro-
cess of researching the caboose to find out 
how it looked in revenue service. It is defi-
nitely an N&W caboose. 

Speaking of cabooses, the Southern 
Railway caboose stationed in downtown 
Gretna could definitely use a new paint job 
and re-lettering, especially the side facing 
Main Street. A broken window on the other 
side needs to be replaced. The number of 
the caboose is 388.

Speaking of Gretna, Norfolk Southern is 
progressing along at full speed in its double 
tracking project from Green to Gretna, south 
of Altavista. The project has produced quite 
a few new photo spots and viewing oppor-
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tunities due to the removal of much vegeta-
tion along the right-of-way.

CSX too has a double tracking project 
in progress on its Northend Subdivision 
between Reams and Carson, a distance of 7.8 
miles. Reams is just south of Collier Yard, 
south of Petersburg.

Those of you who keep up with the cur-
rent railroad scene both locally and nation-
ally are aware that freight traffic is down 
compared to even just two years ago. After 
attending the monthly business dinner 
meeting of the High Bridge Railroad Club 
in Farmville, I journeyed over to Crewe to 
spend the night trackside at a Valero Fast 
Mart that is adjacent to the west end of the 
yard. I would be heading to Danville and 
Lynchburg the next morning. Between 935 
PM Tuesday night and 7 AM Wednesday 
morning, I witnessed the passing of only 3 
trains. That’s right folks, only three trains in 
roughly 10 hours. – a coal train, container/
double stack 233, and a westbound coal 
empties train.

To reduce maintenance costs, our beloved 
former James River line C&O track between 
Clifton Forge and Richmond will have its 
speed limit reduced to 25 MPH, a 15 MPH 
reduction. Thanks to the operation of 
Amtrak east of Richmond, the top speed for 
freights will remain at 50.

2016 has many milestones related to rail-
roading. It marks the one hundredth birth-
day for the Winchester & Western Railroad 
up in northwest Virginia. Amtrak and Auto 
Train turns 45 and a well-written book by 
railfan and retired locomotive engineer Doug 
Riddell about Auto Train is currently in the 
works. 611’s Dismal Swamp derailment 
hit 30 years old this past May 18th. The 
Southern Railway Historical Association will 
turn 30 this coming November. At the time 
of its creation, there was already a Southern 
Railway Historical Society. A number of 

people were not happy with the direction 
and goals of that organization. It eventually 
folded and some of its assets were acquired 
by the SRHA. 

Last but not least, if it were in existence 
today, Conrail would have turned forty. Yes, 
there is an entity knows as Conrail Shared 
Assets.  But it is not the Conrail we fans 
knew, loved, admired and really missed. 
Quite a few railfan oriented publications 
have put out special editions out of respect 
and enthusiasm for a favored railroad. 
Conrail was born on April Fools Day of 
1976. A lot of railfans scoffed, criticized and 
made general fun of it for about the first 
five years. When former Southern Railway 
System CEO L. Stanley Crane climbed into 
the engineers seat so to speak after retir-
ing from the Southern, all that changed. I 
had my own personal and private Conrail 
Memorial on April 1 this year with personal 
photos, sound recordings, collectables, and 
most of all, the memories. I can’t tell you 
the number of times I extended visits to 
Altoona, Pennsylvania, by one or two days. 
Thankfully, I had an understanding supervi-
sor who was a hardcore Harley-Davidson fan 
so she understood my addiction.

Additional Amtrak Service 
into Lynchburg 
may Benefit Roanoke too!

By Dorr Tucker

According to Virginia Department of 
Rail & Public Transportation spokes-

man Chris Smith, a second set of Amtrak 
Regional trains will originate and terminate 
in Lynchburg once the current service is 
extended into Roanoke in the Fall of 2017. 
The new service to the Hill City is to include 
a new southbound “morning train” as well 
as a new northbound “afternoon” run. 

In reality the new southbound run could 
easily be an extension of current No. 151, a 
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Please keep Justin and Stephanie in your 
thoughts and prayers. Cards and letters of 
Condolence may be mailed to:

Mr and Mrs Justin Lucas
3900 Fox Hollow Road

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
While it is hard to imagine that tragedy 

alone, Justin and Stephanie were also bat-
tling other medical issues and expenses that, 
unfortunately, in today’s age, have become 
very difficult to financially overcome.

If you or anyone you know might be able 
to help, anything is appreciated, the link to 
the GoFundMe page is:

https://www.gofundme.com/24rdddw
Thank you,

Board of Directors,  
Roanoke Chapter NRHS

Virginian Station Update

The Roanoke Times of June 16 had an 
excellent front page story on Roanoke’s 

Virginian Railway passenger station. Work is 
almost finished on the restoration. A grand 
opening celebration will be held once every-
thing is finished, including the certificate of 
occupancy from the city of Roanoke. From 
the fire that almost destroyed the building 
in January 2001 to June 2016, it has been 
a long and sometimes trying 15 years. Ken 
Miller was instrumental getting the resto-
ration talk going, and many people have 
been involved in the process, but two of our 
members stand out in going far beyond the 
call of duty – Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon. 
Thank you both, and a thank you to all who 
have been involved over the years.

Here is the link to the Roanoke Times 
story:

http://www.roanoke.com/news/local/
roanoke/still-standing-railway-society-
restores-passenger-station-honors-former-
employees/article_11e664b4-648d-51d4-9239-
cc4c2f2f3b8d.html

eBase Station Dedication
On June 10 the eBase station at Apple 

Ridge Farms near Copper Hill, VA, was dedi-
cated. The Chapter donated a former MofW 
box car, which houses the eBase station. 

Amtrak News
Amtrak recently added Business Class 

service to the existing Coach and Sleeping 
Car service to trains 19 and 20, the Crescent. 
This becomes the third East Coast long 
distance train to include Business Class ser-
vice, the others being the Cardinal and Auto 
Train. The Coast Starlight also has Business 
class.

Amtrak has also been adding a pet car-
rying service for small dogs and cats to a 
number of trains as well as a bicycle carrying 
service.. See the Amtrak website for more 
details, www.Amtrak.com/ 

The Prince, WV, station no longer has an 
agent or checked baggage service, although 
the Cardinal still stops there. 

Building Of Roanoke’s Amtrak 
Platform Expected To Start This 
Fall, State Says

By Jeff Sturgeon, 
The Roanoke Times, May 24, 2016

Crews will build downtown Roanoke’s 
Amtrak platform starting this fall, one 

year before the expected start of passenger 
train service, a state official said.

The $9.9 million platform will parallel the 
tracks for more than 800 feet near Norfolk 
Avenue, with 600 feet of the waiting area 
covered by a canopy, according to current 
plans.

Officials have said the platform will sit 
level with the train car’s floor to permit level 
boarding, a convenience found at no other 
Virginia Amtrak station.

Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
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Regional that originates at Penn Station NYC 
at 4:50 am, with arrival at Union Station DC 
at 8 am. Allowing for normal dwell time in 
Washington the new schedule could allow 
for 12:08 pm arrival in Lynchburg. A little 
better 5:30 am departure from New York 
would set the Lynchburg arrival for 12:48 
pm. The moniker “Morning Blue Ridge” 
would be fitting as most of the trip would 
encompass the morning hours. (As a matter 
of fact all four trains should be part of BLUE 
RIDGE SERVICES due to the proximity of the 
three cities to the famed blue skyline.) This 
schedule should work well as much of the 
heavy corridor traffic would exit the train in 
Washington thus allowing for heavy Virginia 
traffic from The District, Alexandria, and 
Manassas.

A new afternoon regional schedule “The 
Evening Blue Ridge” would require a quick 
turn around in Lynchburg to utilize the 
morning train consist. In order to match the 
schedule of No. 188 due out of Washington 
at 7:10 pm weekdays (7:20 pm on weekends 
as No. 182), the northbound would need to 
depart Lynchburg’s Kemper Street Station 
by 3:08 pm (3:18 pm on weekends). On a 
positive note the evening train should arrive 
in The Big Apple at 10.34 pm (10:49 pm 
Saturday and Sunday) just when things start 
to jump! 

In regard to our Star City, an afternoon 
departure would be convenient for many 
who don’t want to get up at the crack of 
dawn or need to put in half day of work 
before heading out. Also this would keep 
the bus active and provide Bedford service 
regardless of a train stop in the town. 

All of this may be conjecture on my part; 
however, this is a doable, practical expan-
sion that will serve countless millions over 
the years saving stress, agony, and even 
lives. I am excited about this increased ser-
vice regardless of how the schedules are 

finalized and am looking forward to various 
inaugural runs.

J Class Locomotive 
Returns to Yard Service

By Dorr Tucker

Thanks to the hospitality of our Chuck 
Akers and his wife Lisa, several of us 

enjoyed outdoor movies of J Class locomo-
tives in local freight service on the Norfolk 
Division back in 1958 and ’59. The clips 
were provided by some of Chuck’s Amtrak 
friends who were in town for the May 9th 
and 10th 611 trips.

With this in mind and knowing that our 
mighty 4-8-4 had to set out cars after the 
Walton Turn on the 10th, I was determined 
to see the 611 do switching upon arrival in 
Lynchburg on June 1. 

 The 611 and train was due out of 
Roanoke at 8 am with instructions to pick 
up 5 more cars that were spotted on 2 stub 
tracks just north of Kemper Street station. 
We were way behind the train when we left 
the Star City around 8:15, but somehow we 
got way ahead, and that resulted in a 30 
minute wait at Forest. 

 That operation was the deadhead move-
ment prior to the trips out of Manassas 
scheduled for June 4 and 5. A few of our 
crew leaders including Lewis Foster and Paul 
V. Howell and family were aboard, although 
most Chapter volunteers would head up on 
the Regional Friday the 3rd. We decided to 
skip the Kinney water and re-crewing and 
head to the “coach yard” hoping to get a 
chance to see the mighty 611 in yard switch-
ing service. When we arrived at the set-out 
tracks above Kemper Street we found 5 cars 
in two different cuts. On the outer siding 
we found the former UP 11 bedroom Placid 
Lake, now painted in blue and cream and 
named Berlin. Now sleeping 12 in 6 state-
rooms with limited visibility, it was used 
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Chapter Receives a 
“New” Locomotive

By Eddie Mooneyham

Thanks to a generous donation by 
AEP’s Appalachian Power Company 

Division, the Chapter now owns an EMD 
SW1000. AEPX 1 was built in December 
1969 as construction number 35830, new 
for the Glen Lyn, Virginia, Power Plant. 
GM’s EMD La Grange Plant, on order 
number 4569-1, released the “One-Spot” 
for service on December 13, 1969, arriv-
ing in Glen Lyn just before the new year 
to spend the next 45 years switching coal 
hoppers for the power plant that pow-
ered Southwest VA and Southeast WV. 

No. 1 has had a significant amount of 
maintenance work over the years and looks 
to be in great condition. Our little EMD has 
only left Glen Lyn on one occasion - to have 
a traction motor/wheel set combo replaced 
by NS at Bluefield in the mid 1990’s. The 
loco had a major overhaul in 2000 with all 
power assemblies replaced in its 8-645E 
engine, along with an air compressor 
rebuild, contactor change out, and a truck 
rebuild with two more combos changed and 
the other wheels turned. In November 2003, 
another round of major work took place 
and the 1 was repainted into West Virginia 
University colors. 

Since 2000, AEP has changed out five of 
the eight power assemblies and many other 
parts as ongoing preventative maintenance 
and repairs. Now as RNRH 1, the loco will 
make its way to Roanoke via the Shaffer’s 
Crossing Locomotive Shop to have some 
minor turning on all wheel sets to correct 
the wheel profile to provide many more 
years of service life for the Chapter in one 
capacity or another. Thanks go out to mem-
bers Siegie Ritenour, Fred Boettner, and 
Eddie Mooneyham for crawling in, around, 

and under No. 1, changing out brake valves 
and lubricating traction motors, preparing it 
for the trip to Roanoke, to Rick Rader for get-
ting the ball rolling on the donation request, 
and to Steve Smith for arranging the wheel 
turning at Shaffers Crossing. Thanks also 
goes out to all of the AEP Glen Lyn employ-
ees for their assistance in moving and place-
ment of the loco for work and for digging up 
the repair records. AEP also donated the con-
tents (air compressor, tools and parts) of the 
on-site locomotive shop to the Chapter. VMT 
was given the “other” Glen Lyn switcher in 
VT colors, GE No. 70, a 1978 built SL144 cen-
ter cab GE Demonstrator No. 2. Both locos 
were in near daily service until the plant 
shut down in June 2015.

A Personal Note

Over the years, the Roanoke Chapter 
has been a lot like a family, members 

pitched in together to help dreams and proj-
ects come true. Members feel kinships and 
often come to the aid of others in need.

Just recently members Justin and 
Stephanie Lucas lost their newborn daugh-
ter, Kahlan Lucas. Kahlan was born on May 
9th and is their first born. 

Eddie Mooneyham photo
Former AEP 1, now relettered for RNRH 1 is ready to move to 
Roanoke.



been applied to both sides of the car (thanks 
to Ken Miller and George Stein) and Fred 
Boettner is working on making new end 
doors in his woodshop. Once the doors are 
hung and the interior floor painted, the 
project will be complete and the car will be 
ready for display.

We’ve been working on cleaning and orga-
nizing the spare parts and equipment at the 
yard on days when the weather prevents us 
from making progress on other projects. The 
largest of these efforts was to sort and move 
all of our brake equipment (shoes, valves, 
handbrakes, pipe brackets, etc.) into one of 
the signal buildings that was donated to the 
Chapter by Norfolk Southern last year. This 
has allowed us to inventory the parts that 
we have on hand in the “Shoe Store” and 
makes it much easier to find the supplies 
that we need.

Several projects for the Virginian Station 
restoration have also been finished this 
spring. This includes refurbishing the sign 
post for the station property, which started 
out life as part of a pavilion at Lakeside 
Amusement Park in Salem. This was dis-
assembled, media blasted, painted, and 
rebuilt. This should help preserve the sign 
post and improve its appearance at the sta-

tion. The other project was refurbishing 
a Virginian Railway 2-headed searchlight 
signal for display on the station grounds. 
This signal came from materials donated to 
the Chapter by NS from Mullens, WV. It was 
stripped, primed, painted, and reassembled 
before being moved to the station lot and 
installed on the signal base by the parking 
lot. 

If you’re interested in helping out with 
the restoration work, or just in visiting the 
yard at 9th street, please contact Gary Gray 
or Lewis Foster. Anyone is welcome to come 
see what we’re working on and help out (no 
special skills are required. If you’d like to 
see photos of our current projects, you can 
find them on the Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/roanokenrhs

by VMT as the head revenue car on recent 
Roanoke runs. 

The next car was the J. Pinckney 
Henderson resplendent in a brilliant MKT 
red and stainless livery. That car is new 
to RNRH/VMT operations and is certainly 
on the high end as a luxury accommoda-
tion with 3 spacious drawing room size 
bedrooms, a large lounge section, and kitch-
enette. It was built by Pullman Standard 
in 1954 as a demonstrator with 72 divided 
seats and was delivered to the MKT that 
year replacing a lightweight coach that had 
been wrecked. In late 1965 the car was 
sold to Northern Pacific and transferred to 
Amtrak in 1971. Sold to Bob Willitts in 1983 
for scrap, the car was renovated for service 
in Amtrak’s experimental Keystone Club 
Service out of Pittsburgh in 1989. Today 
the car is owned by Southwest Florida 
Railcar and based at the NC Transportation 
Museum in Spencer.

The third car in the cut, NYC 43, a Budd 
built ex-New York Central tavern lounge 
owned by the United Railway Historical 
Society of New Jersey, had also seen service 
on our recent runs. 

 Over on the second stub track two famil-
iar cars were spotted, the Collinsville Inn 
and the Franklin Inn of the Washington, DC, 
Chapter, as both were in the consist of the 
inaugural trips in last year and were built 
by Budd for the Pennsylvania Railroad as 
21 roomette cars before being converted to 
coaches in 1964.

  Just as I expected, (and of Blue Ridge 
Chapter editor and local Amtrak station 
agent, Garland Harper) our mighty 4-8-4 
actually backed into the “Kemper Street 
coach yard “ to make up the complete con-
sist for ‘The American’ excursion out of 
Manassas. No doghouse on the tender this 
time, but it was a memorable moment from 
another era.

611 Kicks Off VMT Excursions 
from Greensboro

By Harold Castleman

The 2016 excursion season for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation featuring 

former Norfolk and Western Class J 4-8-4 
No. 611 – the “Queen of Steam” – began 
April 23 with the first of a pair of round 
trips from Greensboro, N.C. to Roanoke. 
Dubbed appropriately the “Roanoker,” the 
trips ran north over Norfolk Southern’s ex-
Southern Railway mainline to Hurt, VA, and 
the connection to the NS former Virginian 
Raiway. The train then headed west over 
the Virginian, skirting part of the 500-mile 
shoreline of Smith Mountain Lake to the 
Tinker Creek Connection.

Using this trackage constructed with the 
1959 merger of N&W and the Virginian, the 
611 led her 20-car train onto home rails at 
Furnace Crossing interlocking and past the 
former N&W car shops, now operated by 
Freightcar America, and past the East End 
Shops where she made her debut in May of 
1950. 

After clearing the reconfigured Randolph 
St. interlocking, the train backed to the O. 
Winston Link Museum located in the former 
N&W passenger station where approximate-
ly 800 passengers detrained for a tour of the 
downtown Roanoke market area or a visit to 
VMT. Buses from Commonwealth Coach ran 
a circular route transporting the guests.

Departing Roanoke, the train again pulled 
west of Randolph St. – giving many of the 
passengers a glimpse of VMT and 1218 and 
2156, the other two survivors of the N&W 
“Big Three” of Precision Transportation. 
The 611 then backed the train south on the 
Winston-Salem District around the west leg 
of the wye before pulling around the east 
leg to retrace her route back to Greensboro.

Roanoke Chapter members teamed with 
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Lewis Foster photos
Above: Former Lakeside pavilion support column, now 
entrance sign holder for the Virginian station. Right: 
Former Virginian signal from Ingleside now beautifully 
restored (and working!) installed at our station.



and I’d like to extend my thanks to all of 
you who helped us make sure that the 
passengers left smiling each day. We have 
gotten a lot of positive feedback from the 
passengers, and a lot of it is because of your 
hard work. I look forward to working with 
you all again in the future. Here’s hoping 
that we see each other behind the 611 again 
soon. 

A Thank You To 
The First Class Crew

By Paul V. Howell
I would like to add a word of thanks to 

everyone who worked in first class ser-
vice this season. First class capacity was 
increased with two extra long dome cars on 
the Greensboro and Roanoke trips, and our 
food service was more complex with a hot 
breakfast and a dinner on the Greensboro 
trips, but everyone rose to the challenge and 
gave our passengers a great first class experi-
ence. Thanks again for your extra efforts!

Spring Mechanical 
Committee Report

By Lewis Foster

The past few months have been busy at 
9th street, at least when the weather 

cooperated. We are making progress on sev-
eral projects and hope to have a few of them 
finished shortly.

Progress continues on N&W 537, with 
interior prep work for paint now complete. 
After removing the upper seat frames, we 
determined that there was enough wear 
on the walls below the windows to require 
repainting that area of the car. The strip-
ping, sanding, and body filler has now been 
completed by a team headed up by Andy 
McArthur. We have also repainted all of the 
upper seat frames and are starting work on 
painting the ends of the frames to match 
the upholstery. All of the upholstery repairs 
are now complete and the seats, backs, and 
armrests have been cleaned and are ready 
to reinstall. Work has started on the fabrica-
tion of the new holding tank, which will 
be made from stainless steel and mounted 
below the bathroom. The tank is custom 
designed to fit in this area of the car and 
will be built at 9th street.

The wooden boxcar project is nearing 
completion as well. The lettering has now 

volunteers from the North Carolina Museum 
of Transportation, N&W Historical Society 
and others to crew the train. And it was an 
early call for the crew to report to the train 
by 5:15 each morning for the pre-trip safety 
briefing. Norfolk Southern turned in an out-
standing performance in returning the train 
to Greensboro in advance of the advertised.

The 611’s excursion season actually got 
off to its start April 9 with a trip operated by 
North Carolina Museum of Transportation 
from Spencer up the ex-Southern main to 
Lynchburg, then April 10 from Spencer west 
to Asheville. The Asheville trip reportedly 
sold out in about two hours. The 611 was 
accompanied on both trips by Spencer’s 
former Southern FP-7 and the NS Southern 
Railway Heritage unit.

A Thank You From VMT
By Bev Fitzpatrick, Executive Director

Thanks to the Roanoke Chapter NRHS, 
the FireUp611 Committee, the Norfolk 

and Western Historical Society, the NC 
Transportation Museum and the TCA 
Chapter in Washington, DC, (and others), 
our trips were fantastic this year. Each went 
off without any major issues with all leaving 
on time and arriving back on time - safely. 
Our thanks to Norfolk Southern for making 
this possible and to all of the operations 
folks who made it all happen!

The greatest event was when pulling out 
of Danville after unloading our wonderful 
Carilion EMT’s, we were suddenly beside 
an NS freight passing us on the hill going 
south on the Piedmont Division. With Sandy 
Alexander at the helm we picked up speed, 
passed that train, and moved onto single 
track before he could catch us! And would 
you believe it, the engineer would not even 
look at us as the domes passed the lead 
locomotive.

We have had so many nice comments 

about our car hosts and the quality of the 
service this year. 

Our special thanks go to all of the folks 
who took care of our passengers as well. 
And a special thank you goes to Ron Davis 
for new loading procedures with his folks. A 
job well done everyone and thanks so much.

Board Of Directors
Our Chapter Board usually meets at 7 PM 

the first Tuesday of each month in the VMT 
Conference Room. Members are welcome to 
attend. Please check, we hope to begin meet-
ing at our station as soon as possible.

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jeff Sanders
Vice-President . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gary Gray
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jim Cosby
Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lewis Foster
National Representative . . . Carl Jensen
Ken Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director
Skip Salmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director
Steve Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director
Percy Wilkins  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director

Programs
Roanoke Chapter is always interested in 

programs for our monthly meetings. If you 
have a program in mind, please contact 
Program Chairman Dorr Tucker.

Emergency Notification 
Phone Numbers

You may use these phone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions 
affecting railroad operations, including tres-
passers, vandalism, fires, defective equip-
ment, etc. If at a railroad/highway grade 
crossing try to provide the unique crossing 
number/DOT number posted nearby.

Norfolk Southern. . . . . . 800-453-2530
CSX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-232-0144 
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611 Excursions – 2016 
Recap

By Lewis Foster

With the Manassas trips 
now behind us, the 611’s 

2016 excursion season has come 
to a close. I would like to take 
a moment and thank all of the 
Chapter members who volun-
teered to car host, serve in first 
class, or work in the commissary 
for the trips this year. They were 
long and busy days and I hope 
that everyone managed to have 
a good time and has gotten some 
rest.

The trips from Greensboro to 
Roanoke and back in late April 
were the longest of the season, 
with the crew reporting at 5:15 
am and getting off the train after 8 pm. 
April 23rd and 24th also involved the most 
complex food service of the season. First 
class staff served a hot breakfast in the 
morning and an afternoon meal on the 
return trip to Greensboro. Coach passengers 
got breakfast sandwiches and afternoon 
snacks as well. These trips ran north out 
of Greensboro on the Southern mainline to 
Hurt, VA, and then west on the Virginian 
to Roanoke. The train entered the City via 
the Tinker Creek Connection and down the 
N&W main line, letting the passengers off 
behind the O. Winston Link museum for a 
3-hour layover. These trips ran very well, 
arriving early both days in Roanoke and 
Greensboro. 

In early May, we returned to a traditional 
excursion route out of Roanoke. On both 
May 7th and 8th, round trips from Roanoke 
to Lynchburg and back ran in the morning 
and Roanoke to Walton and back in the 
afternoon. The trips up the Blue Ridge and 

Christiansburg grades always offer passen-
gers interesting scenery, no matter what 
time of year. These trips ran smoothly as 
well, with the 611 keeping to the schedule 
even with a 20 car train. 

On the 4th and 5th of June, the 611 
finished out the 2016 season running 
excursions from Manassas, VA to Riverton 
Junction and back over the Southern B-line. 
The consist for the excursion train changed 
slightly for these trips, with 2 fewer long 
dome cars and one more lounge, two more 
coaches, and one fewer “Chairman’s Class” 
car at the tail end of the train. We ran on-
time most of this weekend as well, even 
working against steep grades and slick rails 
on Sunday. These trips provided an addi-
tional challenge, in that the excursion train 
had to load and unload in the Manassas sta-
tion in between arrivals by VRE and Amtrak 
to avoid conflicting with existing schedules. 

This season has had its share of “interest-
ing” moments and problems to deal with 
(before, during, and after each excursion) 

Membership Report
By David Johnson

The Roanoke Chapter NRHS has gained 
three new members since the last edition 
of Turntable Times. Our new members 
are Derek Wimberly of Bedford, Virginia, 
Cecil Jones of Roanoke, Virginia, and Jacob 
Owen of Kernersville, North Carolina. We 
currently have 155 members in our chap-
ter. If you have any questions please con-
tact me at membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com 
or call me at (434) 426-3133.

VMT Forward 611 
Trips This Season

By Jeff Sanders

Preliminary reports indicate another suc-
cessful series of excursion trips for 2016. 

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS, is proud to have 
played an integral part once again. As we 
partnered with VMT, as well as N&WHS & 
OWLM, the Chapter organized the staffing 
of the train, including First Class. This may 
not sound like much, but I assure you that it 

takes many man-hours to piece together the 
complex needs of an operation such as this.

Although every volunteer deserves special 
credit for showing up at insane hours, doing 
business all day long for two days with late 
hours and little sleep, two men stand out. 
Lewis Foster and Paul V. Howell defied the 
laws of nature to accomplish their tasks.

Lewis handled car host staffing and coor-
dinated with Paul on 
First Class staffing. 
Both, working with 
Train Manager Adam 
Auxier, handled all 
volunteers number-
ing around 60-70 per 
trip. This requires a lot 
of juggling and redo-
ing everything over 
and over, right up to 
trip day. We are proud 
of our members and 
extend our appreciation 
to all volunteers.

Get your rest and 
then we can do it all 
over again next year!

Lewis Foster photo
611 deadhead move from Manassas to Lynchburg, June 
6, 2016.

Kenneth L. Miller photo
611 westbound at Shawsville. The property owner (across the tracks) was 
not happy with the crowds and posted threatening signs after this trip.
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Kenneth L. Miller photo
One of the many scenic highlights for passengers is the Peaks of Otter.



Kenneth L. Miller photo
611 is wearing pink flags this day, 
May 8, 2016. Heading west to 
Walton, shown here near Wabun.



611 Excursions – 2016 
Recap

By Lewis Foster

With the Manassas trips 
now behind us, the 611’s 

2016 excursion season has come 
to a close. I would like to take 
a moment and thank all of the 
Chapter members who volun-
teered to car host, serve in first 
class, or work in the commissary 
for the trips this year. They were 
long and busy days and I hope 
that everyone managed to have 
a good time and has gotten some 
rest.

The trips from Greensboro to 
Roanoke and back in late April 
were the longest of the season, 
with the crew reporting at 5:15 
am and getting off the train after 8 pm. 
April 23rd and 24th also involved the most 
complex food service of the season. First 
class staff served a hot breakfast in the 
morning and an afternoon meal on the 
return trip to Greensboro. Coach passengers 
got breakfast sandwiches and afternoon 
snacks as well. These trips ran north out 
of Greensboro on the Southern mainline to 
Hurt, VA, and then west on the Virginian 
to Roanoke. The train entered the City via 
the Tinker Creek Connection and down the 
N&W main line, letting the passengers off 
behind the O. Winston Link museum for a 
3-hour layover. These trips ran very well, 
arriving early both days in Roanoke and 
Greensboro. 

In early May, we returned to a traditional 
excursion route out of Roanoke. On both 
May 7th and 8th, round trips from Roanoke 
to Lynchburg and back ran in the morning 
and Roanoke to Walton and back in the 
afternoon. The trips up the Blue Ridge and 

Christiansburg grades always offer passen-
gers interesting scenery, no matter what 
time of year. These trips ran smoothly as 
well, with the 611 keeping to the schedule 
even with a 20 car train. 

On the 4th and 5th of June, the 611 
finished out the 2016 season running 
excursions from Manassas, VA to Riverton 
Junction and back over the Southern B-line. 
The consist for the excursion train changed 
slightly for these trips, with 2 fewer long 
dome cars and one more lounge, two more 
coaches, and one fewer “Chairman’s Class” 
car at the tail end of the train. We ran on-
time most of this weekend as well, even 
working against steep grades and slick rails 
on Sunday. These trips provided an addi-
tional challenge, in that the excursion train 
had to load and unload in the Manassas sta-
tion in between arrivals by VRE and Amtrak 
to avoid conflicting with existing schedules. 

This season has had its share of “interest-
ing” moments and problems to deal with 
(before, during, and after each excursion) 

Membership Report
By David Johnson

The Roanoke Chapter NRHS has gained 
three new members since the last edition 
of Turntable Times. Our new members 
are Derek Wimberly of Bedford, Virginia, 
Cecil Jones of Roanoke, Virginia, and Jacob 
Owen of Kernersville, North Carolina. We 
currently have 155 members in our chap-
ter. If you have any questions please con-
tact me at membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com 
or call me at (434) 426-3133.

VMT Forward 611 
Trips This Season

By Jeff Sanders

Preliminary reports indicate another suc-
cessful series of excursion trips for 2016. 

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS, is proud to have 
played an integral part once again. As we 
partnered with VMT, as well as N&WHS & 
OWLM, the Chapter organized the staffing 
of the train, including First Class. This may 
not sound like much, but I assure you that it 

takes many man-hours to piece together the 
complex needs of an operation such as this.

Although every volunteer deserves special 
credit for showing up at insane hours, doing 
business all day long for two days with late 
hours and little sleep, two men stand out. 
Lewis Foster and Paul V. Howell defied the 
laws of nature to accomplish their tasks.

Lewis handled car host staffing and coor-
dinated with Paul on 
First Class staffing. 
Both, working with 
Train Manager Adam 
Auxier, handled all 
volunteers number-
ing around 60-70 per 
trip. This requires a lot 
of juggling and redo-
ing everything over 
and over, right up to 
trip day. We are proud 
of our members and 
extend our appreciation 
to all volunteers.

Get your rest and 
then we can do it all 
over again next year!

Lewis Foster photo
611 deadhead move from Manassas to Lynchburg, June 
6, 2016.
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611 westbound at Shawsville. The property owner (across the tracks) was 
not happy with the crowds and posted threatening signs after this trip.
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Kenneth L. Miller photo
One of the many scenic highlights for passengers is the Peaks of Otter.



and I’d like to extend my thanks to all of 
you who helped us make sure that the 
passengers left smiling each day. We have 
gotten a lot of positive feedback from the 
passengers, and a lot of it is because of your 
hard work. I look forward to working with 
you all again in the future. Here’s hoping 
that we see each other behind the 611 again 
soon. 

A Thank You To 
The First Class Crew

By Paul V. Howell
I would like to add a word of thanks to 

everyone who worked in first class ser-
vice this season. First class capacity was 
increased with two extra long dome cars on 
the Greensboro and Roanoke trips, and our 
food service was more complex with a hot 
breakfast and a dinner on the Greensboro 
trips, but everyone rose to the challenge and 
gave our passengers a great first class experi-
ence. Thanks again for your extra efforts!

Spring Mechanical 
Committee Report

By Lewis Foster

The past few months have been busy at 
9th street, at least when the weather 

cooperated. We are making progress on sev-
eral projects and hope to have a few of them 
finished shortly.

Progress continues on N&W 537, with 
interior prep work for paint now complete. 
After removing the upper seat frames, we 
determined that there was enough wear 
on the walls below the windows to require 
repainting that area of the car. The strip-
ping, sanding, and body filler has now been 
completed by a team headed up by Andy 
McArthur. We have also repainted all of the 
upper seat frames and are starting work on 
painting the ends of the frames to match 
the upholstery. All of the upholstery repairs 
are now complete and the seats, backs, and 
armrests have been cleaned and are ready 
to reinstall. Work has started on the fabrica-
tion of the new holding tank, which will 
be made from stainless steel and mounted 
below the bathroom. The tank is custom 
designed to fit in this area of the car and 
will be built at 9th street.

The wooden boxcar project is nearing 
completion as well. The lettering has now 

volunteers from the North Carolina Museum 
of Transportation, N&W Historical Society 
and others to crew the train. And it was an 
early call for the crew to report to the train 
by 5:15 each morning for the pre-trip safety 
briefing. Norfolk Southern turned in an out-
standing performance in returning the train 
to Greensboro in advance of the advertised.

The 611’s excursion season actually got 
off to its start April 9 with a trip operated by 
North Carolina Museum of Transportation 
from Spencer up the ex-Southern main to 
Lynchburg, then April 10 from Spencer west 
to Asheville. The Asheville trip reportedly 
sold out in about two hours. The 611 was 
accompanied on both trips by Spencer’s 
former Southern FP-7 and the NS Southern 
Railway Heritage unit.

A Thank You From VMT
By Bev Fitzpatrick, Executive Director

Thanks to the Roanoke Chapter NRHS, 
the FireUp611 Committee, the Norfolk 

and Western Historical Society, the NC 
Transportation Museum and the TCA 
Chapter in Washington, DC, (and others), 
our trips were fantastic this year. Each went 
off without any major issues with all leaving 
on time and arriving back on time - safely. 
Our thanks to Norfolk Southern for making 
this possible and to all of the operations 
folks who made it all happen!

The greatest event was when pulling out 
of Danville after unloading our wonderful 
Carilion EMT’s, we were suddenly beside 
an NS freight passing us on the hill going 
south on the Piedmont Division. With Sandy 
Alexander at the helm we picked up speed, 
passed that train, and moved onto single 
track before he could catch us! And would 
you believe it, the engineer would not even 
look at us as the domes passed the lead 
locomotive.

We have had so many nice comments 

about our car hosts and the quality of the 
service this year. 

Our special thanks go to all of the folks 
who took care of our passengers as well. 
And a special thank you goes to Ron Davis 
for new loading procedures with his folks. A 
job well done everyone and thanks so much.

Board Of Directors
Our Chapter Board usually meets at 7 PM 

the first Tuesday of each month in the VMT 
Conference Room. Members are welcome to 
attend. Please check, we hope to begin meet-
ing at our station as soon as possible.

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jeff Sanders
Vice-President . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gary Gray
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jim Cosby
Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lewis Foster
National Representative . . . Carl Jensen
Ken Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director
Skip Salmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director
Steve Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director
Percy Wilkins  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Director

Programs
Roanoke Chapter is always interested in 

programs for our monthly meetings. If you 
have a program in mind, please contact 
Program Chairman Dorr Tucker.

Emergency Notification 
Phone Numbers

You may use these phone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions 
affecting railroad operations, including tres-
passers, vandalism, fires, defective equip-
ment, etc. If at a railroad/highway grade 
crossing try to provide the unique crossing 
number/DOT number posted nearby.

Norfolk Southern. . . . . . 800-453-2530
CSX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-232-0144 
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been applied to both sides of the car (thanks 
to Ken Miller and George Stein) and Fred 
Boettner is working on making new end 
doors in his woodshop. Once the doors are 
hung and the interior floor painted, the 
project will be complete and the car will be 
ready for display.

We’ve been working on cleaning and orga-
nizing the spare parts and equipment at the 
yard on days when the weather prevents us 
from making progress on other projects. The 
largest of these efforts was to sort and move 
all of our brake equipment (shoes, valves, 
handbrakes, pipe brackets, etc.) into one of 
the signal buildings that was donated to the 
Chapter by Norfolk Southern last year. This 
has allowed us to inventory the parts that 
we have on hand in the “Shoe Store” and 
makes it much easier to find the supplies 
that we need.

Several projects for the Virginian Station 
restoration have also been finished this 
spring. This includes refurbishing the sign 
post for the station property, which started 
out life as part of a pavilion at Lakeside 
Amusement Park in Salem. This was dis-
assembled, media blasted, painted, and 
rebuilt. This should help preserve the sign 
post and improve its appearance at the sta-

tion. The other project was refurbishing 
a Virginian Railway 2-headed searchlight 
signal for display on the station grounds. 
This signal came from materials donated to 
the Chapter by NS from Mullens, WV. It was 
stripped, primed, painted, and reassembled 
before being moved to the station lot and 
installed on the signal base by the parking 
lot. 

If you’re interested in helping out with 
the restoration work, or just in visiting the 
yard at 9th street, please contact Gary Gray 
or Lewis Foster. Anyone is welcome to come 
see what we’re working on and help out (no 
special skills are required. If you’d like to 
see photos of our current projects, you can 
find them on the Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/roanokenrhs

by VMT as the head revenue car on recent 
Roanoke runs. 

The next car was the J. Pinckney 
Henderson resplendent in a brilliant MKT 
red and stainless livery. That car is new 
to RNRH/VMT operations and is certainly 
on the high end as a luxury accommoda-
tion with 3 spacious drawing room size 
bedrooms, a large lounge section, and kitch-
enette. It was built by Pullman Standard 
in 1954 as a demonstrator with 72 divided 
seats and was delivered to the MKT that 
year replacing a lightweight coach that had 
been wrecked. In late 1965 the car was 
sold to Northern Pacific and transferred to 
Amtrak in 1971. Sold to Bob Willitts in 1983 
for scrap, the car was renovated for service 
in Amtrak’s experimental Keystone Club 
Service out of Pittsburgh in 1989. Today 
the car is owned by Southwest Florida 
Railcar and based at the NC Transportation 
Museum in Spencer.

The third car in the cut, NYC 43, a Budd 
built ex-New York Central tavern lounge 
owned by the United Railway Historical 
Society of New Jersey, had also seen service 
on our recent runs. 

 Over on the second stub track two famil-
iar cars were spotted, the Collinsville Inn 
and the Franklin Inn of the Washington, DC, 
Chapter, as both were in the consist of the 
inaugural trips in last year and were built 
by Budd for the Pennsylvania Railroad as 
21 roomette cars before being converted to 
coaches in 1964.

  Just as I expected, (and of Blue Ridge 
Chapter editor and local Amtrak station 
agent, Garland Harper) our mighty 4-8-4 
actually backed into the “Kemper Street 
coach yard “ to make up the complete con-
sist for ‘The American’ excursion out of 
Manassas. No doghouse on the tender this 
time, but it was a memorable moment from 
another era.

611 Kicks Off VMT Excursions 
from Greensboro

By Harold Castleman

The 2016 excursion season for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation featuring 

former Norfolk and Western Class J 4-8-4 
No. 611 – the “Queen of Steam” – began 
April 23 with the first of a pair of round 
trips from Greensboro, N.C. to Roanoke. 
Dubbed appropriately the “Roanoker,” the 
trips ran north over Norfolk Southern’s ex-
Southern Railway mainline to Hurt, VA, and 
the connection to the NS former Virginian 
Raiway. The train then headed west over 
the Virginian, skirting part of the 500-mile 
shoreline of Smith Mountain Lake to the 
Tinker Creek Connection.

Using this trackage constructed with the 
1959 merger of N&W and the Virginian, the 
611 led her 20-car train onto home rails at 
Furnace Crossing interlocking and past the 
former N&W car shops, now operated by 
Freightcar America, and past the East End 
Shops where she made her debut in May of 
1950. 

After clearing the reconfigured Randolph 
St. interlocking, the train backed to the O. 
Winston Link Museum located in the former 
N&W passenger station where approximate-
ly 800 passengers detrained for a tour of the 
downtown Roanoke market area or a visit to 
VMT. Buses from Commonwealth Coach ran 
a circular route transporting the guests.

Departing Roanoke, the train again pulled 
west of Randolph St. – giving many of the 
passengers a glimpse of VMT and 1218 and 
2156, the other two survivors of the N&W 
“Big Three” of Precision Transportation. 
The 611 then backed the train south on the 
Winston-Salem District around the west leg 
of the wye before pulling around the east 
leg to retrace her route back to Greensboro.

Roanoke Chapter members teamed with 
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Lewis Foster photos
Above: Former Lakeside pavilion support column, now 
entrance sign holder for the Virginian station. Right: 
Former Virginian signal from Ingleside now beautifully 
restored (and working!) installed at our station.



Regional that originates at Penn Station NYC 
at 4:50 am, with arrival at Union Station DC 
at 8 am. Allowing for normal dwell time in 
Washington the new schedule could allow 
for 12:08 pm arrival in Lynchburg. A little 
better 5:30 am departure from New York 
would set the Lynchburg arrival for 12:48 
pm. The moniker “Morning Blue Ridge” 
would be fitting as most of the trip would 
encompass the morning hours. (As a matter 
of fact all four trains should be part of BLUE 
RIDGE SERVICES due to the proximity of the 
three cities to the famed blue skyline.) This 
schedule should work well as much of the 
heavy corridor traffic would exit the train in 
Washington thus allowing for heavy Virginia 
traffic from The District, Alexandria, and 
Manassas.

A new afternoon regional schedule “The 
Evening Blue Ridge” would require a quick 
turn around in Lynchburg to utilize the 
morning train consist. In order to match the 
schedule of No. 188 due out of Washington 
at 7:10 pm weekdays (7:20 pm on weekends 
as No. 182), the northbound would need to 
depart Lynchburg’s Kemper Street Station 
by 3:08 pm (3:18 pm on weekends). On a 
positive note the evening train should arrive 
in The Big Apple at 10.34 pm (10:49 pm 
Saturday and Sunday) just when things start 
to jump! 

In regard to our Star City, an afternoon 
departure would be convenient for many 
who don’t want to get up at the crack of 
dawn or need to put in half day of work 
before heading out. Also this would keep 
the bus active and provide Bedford service 
regardless of a train stop in the town. 

All of this may be conjecture on my part; 
however, this is a doable, practical expan-
sion that will serve countless millions over 
the years saving stress, agony, and even 
lives. I am excited about this increased ser-
vice regardless of how the schedules are 

finalized and am looking forward to various 
inaugural runs.

J Class Locomotive 
Returns to Yard Service

By Dorr Tucker

Thanks to the hospitality of our Chuck 
Akers and his wife Lisa, several of us 

enjoyed outdoor movies of J Class locomo-
tives in local freight service on the Norfolk 
Division back in 1958 and ’59. The clips 
were provided by some of Chuck’s Amtrak 
friends who were in town for the May 9th 
and 10th 611 trips.

With this in mind and knowing that our 
mighty 4-8-4 had to set out cars after the 
Walton Turn on the 10th, I was determined 
to see the 611 do switching upon arrival in 
Lynchburg on June 1. 

 The 611 and train was due out of 
Roanoke at 8 am with instructions to pick 
up 5 more cars that were spotted on 2 stub 
tracks just north of Kemper Street station. 
We were way behind the train when we left 
the Star City around 8:15, but somehow we 
got way ahead, and that resulted in a 30 
minute wait at Forest. 

 That operation was the deadhead move-
ment prior to the trips out of Manassas 
scheduled for June 4 and 5. A few of our 
crew leaders including Lewis Foster and Paul 
V. Howell and family were aboard, although 
most Chapter volunteers would head up on 
the Regional Friday the 3rd. We decided to 
skip the Kinney water and re-crewing and 
head to the “coach yard” hoping to get a 
chance to see the mighty 611 in yard switch-
ing service. When we arrived at the set-out 
tracks above Kemper Street we found 5 cars 
in two different cuts. On the outer siding 
we found the former UP 11 bedroom Placid 
Lake, now painted in blue and cream and 
named Berlin. Now sleeping 12 in 6 state-
rooms with limited visibility, it was used 
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Chapter Receives a 
“New” Locomotive

By Eddie Mooneyham

Thanks to a generous donation by 
AEP’s Appalachian Power Company 

Division, the Chapter now owns an EMD 
SW1000. AEPX 1 was built in December 
1969 as construction number 35830, new 
for the Glen Lyn, Virginia, Power Plant. 
GM’s EMD La Grange Plant, on order 
number 4569-1, released the “One-Spot” 
for service on December 13, 1969, arriv-
ing in Glen Lyn just before the new year 
to spend the next 45 years switching coal 
hoppers for the power plant that pow-
ered Southwest VA and Southeast WV. 

No. 1 has had a significant amount of 
maintenance work over the years and looks 
to be in great condition. Our little EMD has 
only left Glen Lyn on one occasion - to have 
a traction motor/wheel set combo replaced 
by NS at Bluefield in the mid 1990’s. The 
loco had a major overhaul in 2000 with all 
power assemblies replaced in its 8-645E 
engine, along with an air compressor 
rebuild, contactor change out, and a truck 
rebuild with two more combos changed and 
the other wheels turned. In November 2003, 
another round of major work took place 
and the 1 was repainted into West Virginia 
University colors. 

Since 2000, AEP has changed out five of 
the eight power assemblies and many other 
parts as ongoing preventative maintenance 
and repairs. Now as RNRH 1, the loco will 
make its way to Roanoke via the Shaffer’s 
Crossing Locomotive Shop to have some 
minor turning on all wheel sets to correct 
the wheel profile to provide many more 
years of service life for the Chapter in one 
capacity or another. Thanks go out to mem-
bers Siegie Ritenour, Fred Boettner, and 
Eddie Mooneyham for crawling in, around, 

and under No. 1, changing out brake valves 
and lubricating traction motors, preparing it 
for the trip to Roanoke, to Rick Rader for get-
ting the ball rolling on the donation request, 
and to Steve Smith for arranging the wheel 
turning at Shaffers Crossing. Thanks also 
goes out to all of the AEP Glen Lyn employ-
ees for their assistance in moving and place-
ment of the loco for work and for digging up 
the repair records. AEP also donated the con-
tents (air compressor, tools and parts) of the 
on-site locomotive shop to the Chapter. VMT 
was given the “other” Glen Lyn switcher in 
VT colors, GE No. 70, a 1978 built SL144 cen-
ter cab GE Demonstrator No. 2. Both locos 
were in near daily service until the plant 
shut down in June 2015.

A Personal Note

Over the years, the Roanoke Chapter 
has been a lot like a family, members 

pitched in together to help dreams and proj-
ects come true. Members feel kinships and 
often come to the aid of others in need.

Just recently members Justin and 
Stephanie Lucas lost their newborn daugh-
ter, Kahlan Lucas. Kahlan was born on May 
9th and is their first born. 

Eddie Mooneyham photo
Former AEP 1, now relettered for RNRH 1 is ready to move to 
Roanoke.



tunities due to the removal of much vegeta-
tion along the right-of-way.

CSX too has a double tracking project 
in progress on its Northend Subdivision 
between Reams and Carson, a distance of 7.8 
miles. Reams is just south of Collier Yard, 
south of Petersburg.

Those of you who keep up with the cur-
rent railroad scene both locally and nation-
ally are aware that freight traffic is down 
compared to even just two years ago. After 
attending the monthly business dinner 
meeting of the High Bridge Railroad Club 
in Farmville, I journeyed over to Crewe to 
spend the night trackside at a Valero Fast 
Mart that is adjacent to the west end of the 
yard. I would be heading to Danville and 
Lynchburg the next morning. Between 935 
PM Tuesday night and 7 AM Wednesday 
morning, I witnessed the passing of only 3 
trains. That’s right folks, only three trains in 
roughly 10 hours. – a coal train, container/
double stack 233, and a westbound coal 
empties train.

To reduce maintenance costs, our beloved 
former James River line C&O track between 
Clifton Forge and Richmond will have its 
speed limit reduced to 25 MPH, a 15 MPH 
reduction. Thanks to the operation of 
Amtrak east of Richmond, the top speed for 
freights will remain at 50.

2016 has many milestones related to rail-
roading. It marks the one hundredth birth-
day for the Winchester & Western Railroad 
up in northwest Virginia. Amtrak and Auto 
Train turns 45 and a well-written book by 
railfan and retired locomotive engineer Doug 
Riddell about Auto Train is currently in the 
works. 611’s Dismal Swamp derailment 
hit 30 years old this past May 18th. The 
Southern Railway Historical Association will 
turn 30 this coming November. At the time 
of its creation, there was already a Southern 
Railway Historical Society. A number of 

people were not happy with the direction 
and goals of that organization. It eventually 
folded and some of its assets were acquired 
by the SRHA. 

Last but not least, if it were in existence 
today, Conrail would have turned forty. Yes, 
there is an entity knows as Conrail Shared 
Assets.  But it is not the Conrail we fans 
knew, loved, admired and really missed. 
Quite a few railfan oriented publications 
have put out special editions out of respect 
and enthusiasm for a favored railroad. 
Conrail was born on April Fools Day of 
1976. A lot of railfans scoffed, criticized and 
made general fun of it for about the first 
five years. When former Southern Railway 
System CEO L. Stanley Crane climbed into 
the engineers seat so to speak after retir-
ing from the Southern, all that changed. I 
had my own personal and private Conrail 
Memorial on April 1 this year with personal 
photos, sound recordings, collectables, and 
most of all, the memories. I can’t tell you 
the number of times I extended visits to 
Altoona, Pennsylvania, by one or two days. 
Thankfully, I had an understanding supervi-
sor who was a hardcore Harley-Davidson fan 
so she understood my addiction.

Additional Amtrak Service 
into Lynchburg 
may Benefit Roanoke too!

By Dorr Tucker

According to Virginia Department of 
Rail & Public Transportation spokes-

man Chris Smith, a second set of Amtrak 
Regional trains will originate and terminate 
in Lynchburg once the current service is 
extended into Roanoke in the Fall of 2017. 
The new service to the Hill City is to include 
a new southbound “morning train” as well 
as a new northbound “afternoon” run. 

In reality the new southbound run could 
easily be an extension of current No. 151, a 
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Please keep Justin and Stephanie in your 
thoughts and prayers. Cards and letters of 
Condolence may be mailed to:

Mr and Mrs Justin Lucas
3900 Fox Hollow Road

Elliston, VA 24087-3244
While it is hard to imagine that tragedy 

alone, Justin and Stephanie were also bat-
tling other medical issues and expenses that, 
unfortunately, in today’s age, have become 
very difficult to financially overcome.

If you or anyone you know might be able 
to help, anything is appreciated, the link to 
the GoFundMe page is:

https://www.gofundme.com/24rdddw
Thank you,

Board of Directors,  
Roanoke Chapter NRHS

Virginian Station Update

The Roanoke Times of June 16 had an 
excellent front page story on Roanoke’s 

Virginian Railway passenger station. Work is 
almost finished on the restoration. A grand 
opening celebration will be held once every-
thing is finished, including the certificate of 
occupancy from the city of Roanoke. From 
the fire that almost destroyed the building 
in January 2001 to June 2016, it has been 
a long and sometimes trying 15 years. Ken 
Miller was instrumental getting the resto-
ration talk going, and many people have 
been involved in the process, but two of our 
members stand out in going far beyond the 
call of duty – Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon. 
Thank you both, and a thank you to all who 
have been involved over the years.

Here is the link to the Roanoke Times 
story:

http://www.roanoke.com/news/local/
roanoke/still-standing-railway-society-
restores-passenger-station-honors-former-
employees/article_11e664b4-648d-51d4-9239-
cc4c2f2f3b8d.html

eBase Station Dedication
On June 10 the eBase station at Apple 

Ridge Farms near Copper Hill, VA, was dedi-
cated. The Chapter donated a former MofW 
box car, which houses the eBase station. 

Amtrak News
Amtrak recently added Business Class 

service to the existing Coach and Sleeping 
Car service to trains 19 and 20, the Crescent. 
This becomes the third East Coast long 
distance train to include Business Class ser-
vice, the others being the Cardinal and Auto 
Train. The Coast Starlight also has Business 
class.

Amtrak has also been adding a pet car-
rying service for small dogs and cats to a 
number of trains as well as a bicycle carrying 
service.. See the Amtrak website for more 
details, www.Amtrak.com/ 

The Prince, WV, station no longer has an 
agent or checked baggage service, although 
the Cardinal still stops there. 

Building Of Roanoke’s Amtrak 
Platform Expected To Start This 
Fall, State Says

By Jeff Sturgeon, 
The Roanoke Times, May 24, 2016

Crews will build downtown Roanoke’s 
Amtrak platform starting this fall, one 

year before the expected start of passenger 
train service, a state official said.

The $9.9 million platform will parallel the 
tracks for more than 800 feet near Norfolk 
Avenue, with 600 feet of the waiting area 
covered by a canopy, according to current 
plans.

Officials have said the platform will sit 
level with the train car’s floor to permit level 
boarding, a convenience found at no other 
Virginia Amtrak station.

Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
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Transportation spokeswoman Bethany Wolfe 
said Amtrak plans to begin service in the 
“fall of 2017” between Roanoke and all its 
Northeast corridor stops.

Amtrak passengers will be permitted to 
bring carry-on luggage, purchase refresh-
ments in a cafe car, ride in a “quiet car” on 
a first-come, first-served basis and use free 
WiFi.

In addition to the new Roanoke boarding 
platform, crews will build a facility for ser-
vicing the train between trips. To be located 
at Albemarle Avenue and Williamson Road, 
the servicing center should cost $5.2 mil-
lion, officials said.

The state intends to pay the combined 
$15.1 million cost of both facilities, accord-
ing to Wolfe. It is part of an allocation of 
nearly $100 million to restore passenger 
train service in Roanoke, which last had it 
36 years ago.

The price tag for the ground facilities in 
Roanoke has risen from $9.4 million, an 
estimate given last fall when project plan-
ners thought they were going to build a 
combined facility to both board passengers 
and service the trains.

The platform on the drawing board at that 
time would have sat low near the tracks 
and required using steps or a mechani-
cal lift to enter the car. A Federal Railroad 
Administration official, citing a federal 
mandate for expanded use of level boarding, 
rejected the low platform plan.

Project planners have since agreed to build 
a raised platform for level boarding and to 
situate the servicing center on Albemarle 
Avenue

Bedford Amtrak Station 
and Platform

As reported in the 1st Quarter Turntable 
Times, Bedford is interested in having 
an Amtrak platform/station. The Bedford 

Chamber of Commerce has started a petition 
in support of this. Here is how you can find 
a simple way to vote for Amtrak service to 
Bedford and Smith Mountain Lake. Visit: 

www.thebedfordstation.com/petition

611 On The Move
June 8 – August 7: on view at North 

Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer,  
NC

August 8: travel to Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, Roanoke, VA

August 9 - September 5: on view at 
Virginia Museum of Transportation, 
Roanoke, VA

September 6: travel to North Carolina 
Transportation Museum, Spencer, NC

September 7 – 21: on view at North 
Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer, 
NC

611 will return to Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, Roanoke, VA after the North 
Carolina Transportation Museum, Spencer, 
NC events conclude in the fall.

NRHS News
Here is the link to the June 2016 NRHS 

News:
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/

NRHS_News_June_2016.pdf 
The NRHS News is published six times a 

year. In this issue there is information on 
the NRHS including the July Denver NRHS 
convention and RailCamp.

Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 – 
Saturday, August 13, 2016

The Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway 
Historical Society is holding its 38th 

annual model train and railroadiana show 
and sale on Saturday, August 13, 2016. 
Hours: 9:00 am till 3:00 pm. The train 
show will be held in the air conditioned 

The most accommodating folks I encoun-
tered were the friendly residents of 
Christiansburg. They assumed I was a rail-
roader and actually encouraged me to get 
up front for people-less photos. I declined 
because I wanted the kids and seniors espe-
cially to enjoy the 611 experience. What I 
did do was get permission from the resident 
of the Christiansburg depot to use a bale of 
hay to stand on to put me above the heads of 
other viewers. All he asked was that I return 
the bale and not to fall off the bale while 
shooting. The stack talk at Shawsville and 
westward was spectacular.

I don’t know how many were sold but I 
was quite impressed with the belt buckles 
for each steamer 611, 1218, and 2156. I 
purchased the 611 buckle and it did receive 
a number of comments during the Sunday 
afternoon pursuits to Radford.

There are a lot of folks in this world who 
must really crave attention. It is truly amaz-
ing what some folks will do in complete 
public view while awaiting the 611’s passage. 
This was especially true along that stretch of 
U.S. 460 that parallels the N&W high iron just 
east of Elliston. Lots of folks were standing 
on the tops of motor vehicles but one person 
wanted a few of the comforts of home with 
him atop his SUV, including a lawn chair 
and cooler. I overheard a female passenger 
comment at the station in Roanoke that she 
had never witnessed such behavior just for a 
train picture. People standing in streams, on 
roofs and tree branches, she noted.

I am sure glad I was able to enjoy the 
Southern Railway/Norfolk Southern Railway 
steam excursions from the vestibules and 
that recording car directly behind the tender. 
Back in those days, some of us would hold 
our spot the entire trip - an extreme situa-
tion of absolutely having to use the toilet, 
GOD OF THE HIGH IRON FORBID. And yes, 
I still have and listen to on those record-

ings on cassette. That recording car was 
THE MAN O WAR. Actually it was one third 
recording and two-thirds standard coach, a 
combine.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Some of you might have missed out on 
this. I sure did. The May 2012 RAILFAN 

& RAILROAD magazine included a very 
informative article on the works of Mr. O. 
Winston Link entitled LINK TO THE PAST. 
It was an article in which the writer com-
pared locations photographed by Mr. Link 
back in the fifties and how these locations 
appeared in 2012. A lot of the changes are 
dramatic and some haven’t changed much 
at all. Next to this feature article was one 
entitled THE LINK MUSEUM written by 
another writer. It too was quite informa-
tive. Being a charter member of The Link 
Museum and meeting Mr. Link in person 
back in the nineties, I try to read every arti-
cle about his works and the museum that 
honors him and his works. I came upon the 
issue at a railroad event last winter.

It appears that the caboose in Farmville 
may in the future receive an official paint 
scheme. Community leaders are in the pro-
cess of researching the caboose to find out 
how it looked in revenue service. It is defi-
nitely an N&W caboose. 

Speaking of cabooses, the Southern 
Railway caboose stationed in downtown 
Gretna could definitely use a new paint job 
and re-lettering, especially the side facing 
Main Street. A broken window on the other 
side needs to be replaced. The number of 
the caboose is 388.

Speaking of Gretna, Norfolk Southern is 
progressing along at full speed in its double 
tracking project from Green to Gretna, south 
of Altavista. The project has produced quite 
a few new photo spots and viewing oppor-
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From The Editor
This issue of Turntable Times, the 2nd 

Quarter of 2016, is running late. We wanted 
to get 611 excursion information in, and 
many members have been involved in oper-
ating the 611 excursions. See excursions 
reports and “Thank Yous” elsewhere in this 
issue. Also, the Roanoke Virginian Railway 
passenger station is nearing completion - 
finally. See a report on that in this issue too. 
Our Mechanical Committee continues work 
at 9th Street on a variety of projects. See 
Lewis Foster’s excellent report.

Due to space constraints, we will resume 
Jeff Sanders 2015 year in review report in 
the 3rd quarter issue.

Jim

Condolences
Sadly, I report to you that a long time 

member and friend of the Chapter, Bob 
Allison, passed away July 9, 2016, at UVA 
Medical Center Charlottesville. Recently 
retired, Bob was an engineer on the Norfolk 
Division, as well as an avid railfan.

Bob was a native of Bellefonte, PA, near 
State College. After riding a part of the 
Chapter’s Independence Limited about 
1970-72, Bob became great friends with our 
membership and began making frequent 
trips to Roanoke to help work on equipment 
and participated in most Chapter functions 
from that time forward. After a few years 
Bob secured a job on the N&W Roanoke 
Terminal. Within a couple of years he trans-
ferred to the Norfolk Division.

Bob’s membership lapsed as his job pre-
cluded him from regular participation. Since 
his retirement he had recently been attend-
ing our meetings and was planning to renew 
his membership. Unfortunately, illness has 
taken him from us at a much too early age.

Bob had no family in this area. As per 

Bob’s wishes, there was no memorial ser-
vice. 

Jeff Sanders

Sick List
We were glad to see David Shumate at 

the June Chapter meeting. Dave had serious 
medical problems that had him hospitalized 
for several weeks. While he is not yet fully 
recovered, we wish him the best as he con-
tinues to improve.

What About That Class J 
Number 611

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Well, by the time this reaches the 
Internet or your personal mailbox, the 

Class J 611 21st Century Steam Excursions 
for 2016 will be over. Judging from what I 
have viewed online, some truly dramatic 
photos were taken. A lotta people took 
advantage of the new drone technology. 
Like many of you, the weather on Saturday, 
April 9th, took me for a loop. I did not wear 
enough to stay warm while waiting for 
the excursion from Spencer on that bridge 
just north of Kemper Street Station in 
Lynchburg. The real challenge was trying to 
keep that super strong wind from taking my 
customized Class J 611 cap off my head and 
having it land into an inaccessible location 
such as a fenced in area or body of water.

Like last year, I was not going to do any 
hardcore chasing. I did enough of that back 
in the eighties and early nineties. Photos 
that encompassed those classy color posi-
tion light signals and locations where I had 
not photographed a train since the NW 
diesel paint scheme era – that was what I 
was after. I also tried to position myself for 
a great going-away photo of the two rear pri-
vate cars. Things worked out as planned for 
the most part with some unexpected bonus 
photos to boot.
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Boonsboro Ruritan Club at 
1065 Coffee Road Lynchburg, 
Va. 24503. Plenty of free 
parking on site and the 
building is handicapped 
accessible. Operating model 
train layouts will be on dis-
play and model trains and 
railroad memorabilia for 
sale. If you want to sell your 
old model trains we offer a 
service for you to consign 
your items on our “White 
Elephant Table”. This show 
is known for its family friendly atmosphere. 
You will also find items for the serious col-
lector. Admission $6.00 per person, Family 
admission $10.00, Children 12 and under 
free with a paying adult. 

For more info call Norris Deyerle at 434-
237-4912 or visit our website www.bluerid-
genrhs.org . 

Pride
By David Foster

I am proud of the Roanoke Chapter NRHS, 
and the Chapter has every reason to be 

proud, too. It produces excellent results. 
This spring we manned nine N&W 611 

excursions under contract to VMT. Every 
one operated on time. Each time nearly 900 
people were boarded and detrained safely, 
often under less than ideal circumstances 
because of a lack of passenger platform in 
Roanoke. The passengers were happy. The 
staffing was well planned and professional. 
The boarding plan, especially at Manassas 
with its potential for chaos, worked remark-
ably well.

This spring also the Virginian station proj-
ect at last nears fruition after a multi-year 
slog with sometimes nearly insurmountable 
obstacles. The station is beautiful! It is a 

great credit to the Chapter and all who have 
worked tirelessly and selflessly to make its 
restoration a reality.

All year long our mechanical force at the 
9th Street Shop works in relative obscurity, 
but their results are amazing and the qual-
ity of their work unassailable. The Chapter 
can be proud of the equipment refurbished 
there by our volunteers. Whether it’s a cos-
metic restoration of the Chesapeake Western 
Baldwin from the scrapyard, or the design, 
fabrication, and welding up of a stainless 
steel waste tank for Coach 537, the results 
are uniformly fine.

All of this and more make me proud to be 
affiliated with such a talented, dedicated, 
and accomplished group of rail fans and rail 
historians. And you should be proud of your 
achievements, too!

Lewis Foster photo
The 537 stainless steel holding tank is taking shape.

Skip Salmon photo
Our station is practically glowing in the late afternoon light, showing off the 
new sign. 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 966-4809.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Saturday, 

August 20, 2016. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
At last, a location with no other fans! The 611 is working west at 

Montvale on Saturday, May 7, 2016. The only fans to be seen were 
in the distance, and someone flying a stupid drone around being 
annoying. Kenneth L. Miller Photo

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 
21. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. Winston 
Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the west end 
of the building on the track level.

Our August meeting will be on Thursday, August 18th, and the 
September meeting will be held on Thursday, September 15th. 
Please be sure to check the cancellation policy below, as it does 
apply year round.

Meeting Notice

1 18

The Timetable
July 19 to 24 - 2016 NRHS National 

Convention, Denver, Colorado. Info at www.
nrhs.com. For information on a private rail 
car trip to and from the convention contact 
Carl Jensen.

July 27 to 31 - C&O Historical Society 2016 
Conference, Cumberland, Md. www.cohs.org

August 13 – Blue Ridge Chapter Rail 
Day, Lynchburg. www.blueridgenrhs.org . 
See more information elsewhere in this 
Turntable Times.

October 15, 16, 22, and 23 – The New 
River Train, an Amtrak charter excursion 
from Huntington to Hinton, WV, and return 
each day.

October 29 & 30 – Amtrak roundtrip 
charter excursions from Spencer, NC, to 
Charlottesville (Saturday) and Toccoa, GA 
(Sunday). North Carolina Transportation 
Museum and Watauga Valley Railroad 
Historical Society and Museum. www.
nctrans.org 

October and December – Old Dominion 
Chapter excursions, Dillwyn, Virginia. For 

more information, see http://odcnrhs.tick-
etleap.com 

Treasurers Report
Chapter Treasurer Jim Cosby has the 2015 

Chapter Treasurers Report available for 
members. Please contact him if you want a 
copy.

Those Were The Days! 
Researched by Bill Arnold

From the April 1953 issue of Trains & 
Travel Magazine

April 26: Apple Blossom fan trip to 
Winchester, Va., on Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad out of Baltimore, Md., will be 
sponsored by Baltimore Society of Model 
Engineers. Train will stop at Silver Spring, 
Md., in Both directions. Fare, $5. For further 
information, send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Irvin V. Kopp 3829 Echodale 
Ave., Baltimore 6, Md.

From the May 1953 issue of Trains & 
Travel Magazine

June 14: Spring field trip to Charlottesville, 

June 29, 2016 is one of those milestone days in our station 
renovation project. On that morning, for the first time in 
well over 50 years, brand new "Roanoke" signs decorate 
the ends. We are coming down to the countdown on com-
pletion, lots more on the station, next issue. George Stein 
photo, left, Skip Salmon, below.
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 5 - Board Meeting
July 21 - General Meeting
August 2- Board Meeting
August 18 - General Meeting
September 6 - Board Meeting
September 15 - General Meeting
October 4 - Board Meeting
October 20 - General Meeting
November 1 - Board Meeting
November 17 - Annual Meeting
December 6 - Board Meeting
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VA., Will be sponsored by Washington Chapter 
of National Railway Historical Society. Trip 
will leave Washington Union Terminal 9 a.m., 
stop 20 minutes later to pick up passengers at 
Alexandria, then proceed over Chesapeake & 
Ohio with steam motive power. This line has 
been dieselized for some time.

Photo stop at Gordonsville, Va. where sev-
eral C&O lines meet. About 3 ½ hours will 
be spent in Charlottesville for visit to C&O 
engine yard. Restored 4-6-0 recently restored 
in C&O shops will be on display there on day 
of trip. City buses will be available for trips to 
Monticello or University of Virginia. Fare, $5 
including tax; children $2.50. For tickets, con-
tact Herbert L. Chase, 1615 Franklin St. N.E., 
Washington 18, D. C.



Roanoke Chapter NRHS
Our Meeting of Thursday, July 21, 7:30 PM

is Cancelled!
Please notify Chapter members that our July Membership Meeting on July 21 

is being cancelled due to a conflict which we believe members will want to take 
advantage of.

On the evening of July 21, VMT is hosting a private preview showing of their 
new documentary 611: American Icon.

All Chapter members are invited to this showing. Members, plus one (1) guest 
only may attend. Sorry, but due to limited seating entire families cannot be 
accommodated. RSVP is necessary by July 18. We have limited seating and may 
have to wait list people who RSVP later rather than sooner. If we have any walk-
ins, they will have to wait until everyone who RSVPed is seated.

You may receive an email directly from VMT as well. Below is the VMT 
invitation:

Greetings! 

The Virginia Museum of Transportation is holding a private preview showing 
of our new documentary, 611: American Icon, and you and a guest are invited!

Please join the VMT on Thursday, July 21 at 7 pm at the Grandin Theatre, 1310 
Grandin Road in Roanoke. As seating is limited, we ask that everyone RSVP by 
July 18 to Lauren Worley, 540-342-5670, lworley@vmt.org.  

Thank you for everything you have done for the VMT!

Thanks, Jeff Sanders

President




