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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

December 1 - Board Meeting
December 17 - Holiday Gathering
January 5 - Board Meeting
January 21 - Chapter Meeting
February 2 - Board Meeting
February 18 - General Meeting
March 1 - Board Meeting
March 17 - Chapter Meeting
April 5 - Board Meeting
April 21 - Chapter Meeting
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comment on the diverse selection of photos 
from many different eras of ownership and 
operations. However, I feel honored to be a 
part of this Mountain State History if only in a 
peripheral way.

Emergency Notification  
Phone Numbers

You may use these phone numbers to report 
emergencies or other conditions affecting 
railroad operations, including trespassers, van-
dalism, fires, defective equipment, etc. If at a 
railroad/highway grade crossing try to provide 
the unique crossing number/DOT number 
posted nearby.

Norfolk Southern. . . . . . 800-453-2530
CSX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-232-0144
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 966-4809.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Monday, 

February 8, 2016. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
"I want one of those under my tree!" Visions of past Christmases 

abound in the dreams of all those little boys (and some girls!) of 
a brand new flashy locomotive under their tree. By this time next 
year, we will have reached a long, long awaited goal — that of the 
completion of our Virginian station. Perhaps we could have the 
1069 there for the dedication? June 24, 2015 Skip Salmon Photo

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 21. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

On our normal meeting night in December we are holding our 
annual Holiday Gathering, see details on the next page.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Meeting Notice
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Killoran I was assigned to an upper berth 
for the night in the Mt. Broderick, a heavy-
weight 10-section lounge built in 1926 and 
owned by the Pullman Company until sold 
to the Kentucky Railway Museum in 1958. 
I distinctly remember Mr. Killoran dutifully 
advising me to tip the porter $2, my only 
fee for the night. After the episode at Cass 
I did get to ride the train to Hinton while 
Lloyd, gung-ho to get the photos, drove the 
Mercury. At Hinton we met up with Jeff 
Sanders and Harold Hunley along with the 
late Jack Stith and Steve Tarrant of The Old 
Dominion Chapter in Richmond.

With fond memories of this event, I pro-
ceeded to read the entire Cass book with 
great relish. It was interesting to note that 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper owned the 
Cass mill and railroad until 1942 and for 
many years prior to the great Depression a 
44 car pulpwood train was operated from 
Cass to Covington daily (except Sunday). 

Returning to 1968, I had the rare oppor-
tunity to ride the entire Greenbrier Cheat 
and Eastern subdivision of the Western 
Maryland from Elkins to Webster Springs, 
passing thru Spruce at an altitude of 3,850 
feet and only a short walk from the present 
day Cass line at Old Spruce. Among other 
Cass trivia in the book is the fact that Wilber 
and Orville Wright bought 500 feet of Cass 
Spruce for airplane construction back in 
1904! The book continues in great detail 
with a comprehensive text documenting the 
take over of the line by the state and the 
establishment of the park. Other trials and 
tribulations include the shop fire of 1972 
and the station fire of 1975. Many well-
known individuals associated with the town 
and railroad such as locomotive engineer 
Artie Barkley are recognized. 

 It would be a disservice for me to critique 
the voluminous data on the locomotives 
well described in the book. Nor do I need to 

John P. Killoran Photo, CP Huntington Collection
One of the special moves that Cass was famous for was the one-way deadhead of Heisler No. 6 on 
December 14, 1966. The No. 6 is making quite a show for the photographers leaving Marlington, WV. 
The destination is Cass, just 25 miles away. Today the 6 is out of service, the line she is on here, gone.
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Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society was held on Thursday, 
November 18, 2015. The election was a "no-
contest" with all incumbents running for the 
five positions:

Jim Cosby
Gary Gray

Carl Jensen
Skip Salmon
Jeff Sanders

With no additional candidates, all were 
elected by acclamation. At the December 
Board meeting, the directors will elect the 
officers.

Board Of Directors
Our Chapter Board usually meets in the 

VMT Conference Room the first Tuesday of 
each month. Members are welcome.

President - Jeff Sanders
Vice-President - Gary Gray

Treasurer - Jim Cosby
Secretary - Lewis Foster

National Representative - Carl Jensen
Directors at Large:

Ken Miller
Skip Salmon
Steve Smith

Percy Wilkins

Membership Report
David Johnson, Membership Chairman

We have gained two new members since 
the last edition of Turntable Times: 

Jesse Bryant and Karen Evans.
Renewal notices will be in the mail by 

the time this article is published. Like last 
year, national dues must be paid separately 
from local dues. Information on how to 
renew will be forthcoming, but see below 
and see Carl Jensen’s report in this issue of 

Turntable Times for further information. 
Internet renewal is the preferred way to 
renew National. Local dues can be paid by 
returning the form from your renewal let-
ter with your check or sending the check 
in now at the address shown below. It is 
recommended that you keep a copy of proof 
of renewal for your national dues for your 
records. Please include notation for having 
paid national dues with your local renewal. 
National membership is required to be a 
member in good standing with our chapter.

Chapter Rates are:
Regular . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18.00
Family . . . . . . . . . . (each) 3.00
Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.00
Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.00 

Make checks payable to Roanoke Chapter, 
NRHS, and mail to:

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
ATTN: Membership Chairman

P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222

If you have any questions please contact 
me at membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com or 
call me at (434) 426-3133.

Holiday Gathering December 17
Roanoke Chapter’s annual Holiday 

Gathering is scheduled for 6 PM Thursday, 
December 17, at Calvary Baptist Church, 608 
Campbell Avenue, SW, Roanoke. Enter the 
building from the parking lot in the rear. 
Members and their families are invited to 
bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to go 
with Chapter-provided meat, drinks, paper 
products and utensils. Please plan to attend 
this joyous holiday event, our December 
“meeting.” This is mostly a social time with 
President Jeff Sanders giving the Chapter’s 
year in review report. Volunteers are needed 
to help with setup, beginning at 3 PM 
December 17. Questions? Contact Bonnie 
Molinary or Kathy Overholser.
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(next to our Railyard pavilion) which eventu-
ally will be covered like Track 1 in order to 
preserve more of our collection. In anticipa-
tion of that, we continue to work on the cos-
metic restoration of the GG-1.

We had hoped to have the preservation 
facility for 611, 1218 and 2156 underway by 
now, but our construction has been delayed 
waiting for a final decision from Amtrak 
on the Roanoke service. Hopefully, that 
decision will be finalized in the next few 
months.

Reflections On Cass
by Dorr Tucker

Recently, a profusely detailed book on 
the history and development of the 

Cass Scenic Railroad has come off the 
press. Titled CASS SCENIC RAILROAD Fifty 
Years a State Park, the book is a product of 

accomplished railway 
historians Tim Hensley 
and Bob Withers. Layout 
and design are by our 
Ken Miller, publisher of 
this newsletter. Before 
I go on to endorse their 
efforts I want to point 
out that I am not an 
authority on geared 

steam locomotives. To me they have about 
the same appeal as a Farmall tractor or 
Caterpillar bulldozer. Interesting, but only 
about 10% as exciting as a 4-8-4 pulling a 
main line all-Pullman passenger extra. Even 
a branch line mixed train loafing along at 20 
mph behind a 2-8-0 (or a 4-8-0) does more 
for me than any Shay or Heisler.

Yet, regardless of my discernible lack 
of interest in logging railroading, I found 
the book hard to put down as the authors 
have documented a wealth of knowledge 
spanning the spectrum of social as well as 
technical interest. Then too, my background 

as a native of the Mountain State plays a 
part. (Who else on the face of the earth was 
named for a person from Webster Springs?)

The book is dedicated to the legendary 
John P. Killoran, a native of Roncervete, 
WV, who had an illustrious career in West 
Virginia including the formation of the 
Collis P. Huntington Chapter of the NRHS 
in 1959. Incidentally, this was during the 
early days of Carl Jensen’s career with 
Norfolk and Western in nearby Portsmouth, 
Ohio. Needless to say, Carl joined in 
with Killoran and others with the new 
Chapter. Later Killoran worked for the West 
Virginia Department of Natural Resources 
and also served as director of the West 
Virginia Railroad Maintenance Authority. 
Unfortunately, he passed away at age 68 
after several decades in Alaska serving 
the FRA and as Director of Public Affairs 
for the Alaska District, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

My first visit to Cass was back in May 
1968 as Lloyd Lewis (1945-2015) and I 
drove over from the Star City in my folk’s 
1962 Mercury Comet. The occasion was the 
opening of the line all the way to the top 
of Bald Knob. A special train, unimagina-
tively named “The Mountaineer Limited,” 
would run from Hinton, on the C&O Main 
Line to Cass on the Greenbrier Subdivision. 
The 11-car passenger extra would be made 
up from various cuts of cars from both the 
eastbound and westbound sections of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON including cars from 
Louisville, Huntington, and Richmond plus 
one car off the B&O out of Parkersburg.

Although I enjoyed my ride up the moun-
tain ahead of Shays No. 5 & 7, my primary 
interest was to somehow sneak aboard the 
train which was spotted on the main track 
at Cass and perhaps get a ride or even get 
to sleep in one of the nine Pullmans in the 
consist. Thanks to none other than John 



tance to attend. If you know of a young 
person that may be interested in RailCamp 
or you would like more information please 
contact me. 

Grants Program - Was significantly 
reduced in 2015 due to lack of funds award-
ing only $13,000 compared to past grants 
that amounted to around $35,000 in a year. 
It depends heavily on donated earmarked 
funding on an annual basis and this in turn 
significantly affects the amount of grants 
that can be distributed. They are budgeted 
next year for $20,000 depending on dona-
tions. Applications for grants are now avail-
able and must be in by March 1. This and 
RailCamp have been the two most signifi-
cant NRHS projects that are very visible and 
management is anxious to continue.

Other Business - Management appointed 
a standing By-Laws Committee, whose 
first project will be to examine and recom-
mend changes to the current restrictions 
on Chapters from having non-NRHS mem-
bers. Appointed a three person Nominating 
Committee to select a slate of Directors 
whose terms will expire in 2016. Noted 
Resignations of Mia Mather as Director 
Region 1 (NY and New England) and Greg 
Molloy from NRHS.

The Rutland, VT 2015 Convention was 
apparently break even financially, with a 
minor income report still due. The Denver, 
CO 2016 Convention will be held July 19-24. 
The 2017 Convention will be in Nashville, 
TN.

Norfolk Southern - Canadian 
Pacific Merger?

On November 17 Canadian Pacific Railway 
submitted to Norfolk Southern an “indica-
tion of interest" for CP to acquire NS. There 
will be many hurdles if a merger is to occur 
and no doubt it would not happen for sev-
eral years, if at all. Norfolk Southern issued 

an investor email stating “Norfolk Southern 
Board of Directors to evaluate unsolicited, 
low-premium, non-binding and highly condi-
tional indication of interest from Canadian 
Pacific." 

Report From The Virginia 
Museum Of Transportation

Bev Fitzpatrick, Executive Director VMT

2015 was a banner year for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation. Along with 

the Roanoke Chapter, NRHS and the Norfolk 
& Western Historical Society, our dreams 
to see 611 return to steam came true. We 
worked really hard with the leadership of 
Preston Claytor and Scott Lindsay to get 611 
ready to go and she made us all very proud.

We had 10,000 passengers on our eleven 
trips and over 200,000 folks lined the rails 
to see her on the move! It is hard to put into 
words the joy we felt to see the “Queen of 
Steam” running again!

Thanks go to so many folks who made 
this all possible. A particularly huge THANK 
YOU goes to the Roanoke Chapter for their 
help on excursions out of Lynchburg and 
Roanoke. You were exceptional partners and 
we are all so grateful for your able assis-
tance!

We also had a great year otherwise at the 
VMT with new exhibits in the Advance Auto 
Parts Automotive Gallery, the opening of our 
expanded African-American Rail Heritage 
exhibit “From Cotton to Silk,” and contin-
ued improvements in our Aviation Gallery. 
Outside, we started construction on Track 4 

Virginian Station Update
Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon

We are happy to report that construction 
on our Virginian Station is proceeding 

at a good pace. At the last progress meeting 
with Spectrum and G&H on November 10, 
G&H Contracting, our contractor, reported 
they had completed 1/3 of Phase II. We are 
currently working with our attorneys and 
Carter Bank to establish needed construction 
loans. The Notice to Proceed with construc-
tion was issued on September 29, 2015, 
substantial completion is required by April 
27, 2016, and final completion is required 
by May 27, 2016. We’ll get our certificate 
of occupancy shortly after that. See a more 
through report on the Virginian Station in 
the 3rd Quarter 2015 Turntable Times. See 
the photos on the facing page.

Condolences
Chapter member Steve Smith's mother, 

Peggy Smith, passed away October 2. Gale 
McKinley's mother passed away recently and 
Michael Voiland's Grandmother also recently 
passed away. Please keep all three in your 
thoughts and prayers.

The Timetable
December 5 and 6 – Candy Cane Express 

at VMT. Volunteers needed to help with the 
operation - contact Gary Gray. www.vmt.org 

December 17 - Roanoke Chapter annual 
Holiday Gathering, 6 PM, Calvary Baptist 
Church.

July 19 - 24, 2016 - NRHS National 
Convention, Denver, Colorado. Info at www.
nrhs.com. For information on a private rail 
car trip to and from the convention contact 
Carl Jensen.

Programs
Roanoke Chapter is always interested in 

programs for our monthly meetings. If you 
have a program in mind, please contact 
Program Chairman Dorr Tucker.

Fall 2015 Mechanical Committee 
Report

Photos and article by Lewis Foster

The Mechanical Committee has stayed 
busy this fall, continuing work on sev-

eral projects. In locomotive news, since 
our last report our N&W GP-30 No. 522 has 
left for its visit to our friends at Southern 
Appalachia Railway Museum in Oak Ridge, 
TN. The 522 is receiving some repair work 
while in Tennessee and is already running 
better.

We’ve also been taking care of some 
deferred maintenance on our N&W Alco 
T-6 No. 41 that had finally started catching 
up with us. The fuel system has received 
a complete cleaning, including changing 
filters, draining the bottom of the tank, 
and inspecting and cleaning the injectors. 
We also took the opportunity to check over 
the brake system for some nagging issues, 
which we were able to resolve. 

3 16

A spoof logo of the proposed consolidated NS 
and CP has been circulating.
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$100,000 ) and we are now in a strictly pay 
as you go situation, with some money in 
the bank. It is the intent of the Treasurer 
and Controller to continue with this policy. 
Both functions had to spend significant time 
and effort reconciling the very confused 
and often erroneous records of Fernley and 
Fernley. We have now completely discontin-
ued our association with them. A proposed 
Budget was presented to the Board for con-
sideration, the first in several years. 

Budget – The proposed budget projects 
income to decrease in 2016 with a slight 
reduction in membership. However projec-
tions are to exceed expenses for the 2016 
year due to continued conservation of 
available funds. It does, however, plan for 
issuance of one printed issue of the NRHS 
Bulletin this year (currently at the printer) 
and two issues in 2016. It also projects one 
more NRHS News this year (printed) and 2 
printed and 4 emailed in 2016. The printed 
issues will be mailed to everybody who is 
on the roster as a member, regardless of 
whether they have email addresses. This 
is a major step forward in restoring better 
Communication with the members as the 
current email process is still fraught with 
problems in actually delivering the NEWS 
(and other general information to the mem-
bers). Apparently there is no single method 
for notifying those with email addresses 
about the availability of the publication. 

Dues Renewal and Communication – 
President Weber has prepared a letter to all 
members of record. He describes the 2016 
Dues Renewal process offering 3 personal 
options: (1) You may receive an email invi-
tation from Amilia (the new membership 
database) (2) Mail a check with a renewal 
form to accompany his letter. (3) A Chapter 
option to collect on behalf of the National 
(As of this writing Roanoke Chapter has not 
decided to take this route, but we will have 

to collect our own Chapter Dues). His letter 
will include your new membership card.

Al Weber’s letter also contains information 
on several other subjects of interest, some of 
which are touched on in this report.

Membership – NRHS has contracted with 
a new Data Base Service organization known 
as Amilia for a very significant reduction in 
expense. Much of the work of getting the 
old F&F records straightened out is complet-
ed (same problems we had as the financial 
data – omissions, errors and lost info).

The new system is administered by 
NRHS members Skip Waters (Membership 
Chairman) and Hugh Harris (Vice Chairman). 
They are working hard to get member 
records up to date, and where possible add 
email addresses to help facilitate electronic 
communications quality improvements. 
Eventually there will be a procedure avail-
able to members to make certain adjust-
ments in their individual membership infor-
mation direct to Amilia..

RailCamp – Is the signature project of 
NRHS right now. Successful 2015 camps 
in Newark, DE (“East” 24 campers) and 
Tacoma, WA (“Northwest” 12 campers) were 
financially self-sufficient. All necessary costs 
were covered by tuition – the majority of 
this income covered expenses or was from 
available earmarked funds already avail-
able. In 2016 we will again have two camps, 
same locations, East on June 26-July2 and 
Northwest July 31-August 7, with the same 
tuition of $1,290. In 2015 several chapters 
and other organizations sponsored or made 
contributions to pay tuition for a number 
of campers. We expect this to continue 
next year. Our Roanoke Chapter Board has 
already voted to provide sponsorship of a 
camper in 2016, preferably a young boy or 
girl from our area, but if we do not have 
a candidate, then we will offer support to 
another person who needs financial assis-
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All: Skip Salmon Photos
Top: Interior of the waiting room and ticket 
office showing heating and a/c ductwork being 
installed. Bottom left: Brand new soffit is being 
installed, this is significant, this is where the fire 
in 2001 began. Bottom right: The removal of the 
1960s vintage storage shed is complete.



Our main focus at the yard continues on 
preparing N&W P3 class coach No. 537 for 
excursion service next year. We’re in the 
process of finalizing the work on the genera-
tor and hanging it back under the car. We’ve 
also installed the new sink in the bathroom 
and tested the water pump and on-demand 
water heater. The bathroom is currently 
being prepped for paint, including changing 
out the light fixtures and sanding the walls. 
In the next few months we will proceed 
with installing the replacement floor tile 
and upholstery repairs as well. 

We’ve also spent some time inspecting the 
“shop end” truck on N&W MS class No. 1407 
after it came back from serving as the 611’s 

tool car. During the last few excursions 
this year, it was noted that the truck was 
tracking slightly off, causing more flange 
wear than normal. The wheel bearings and 
springs on that end of the car have been 
inspected and we are currently reviewing 
our options for resolving this issue.

At the yard, we’ve begun the process of 
setting up a Head End Power (HEP) electrical 
system that will allow us to power up the 

cars to work on them and test 
their systems. The building 
that will house the electrical 
equipment for this was recent-
ly donated to the Chapter by 
Norfolk Southern along with 
some other retired signal gear 
from the Roanoke area. Being 
able to run the cars’ systems at 
full normal electrical load will 
allow us to better prepare the 
equipment for use. 

On November 7 the 
Mechanical Committee 
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repairs. No major repairs were required 
to the tender deck; when the tank was 
removed, there was still creosote pooled on 
the timbers. Except for paint, work on the 
tender should be complete by the end of 
September.

Western Maryland has assembled exper-
tise from across the country to ensure the 
restoration of No. 1309 will be completed 
on time with work performed to the high-
est quality, Gresham says. Scott Lindsay and 
the Steam Operations Corp. has agreed to 
complete the ultrasonic testing of the boiler 
and driver axles, expected to begin in early 
October and be completed in November. 
Lindsay will also prepare the Federal 
Railroad Administration Form 4 once boiler 
work is complete. The railroad ordered 
seamless tubes and flues from Robert 
Franzen’s Steam Services Corp. of America 
with delivery set by the end of October. 
Franzen is also serving in an advisory role 
on critical issues, such as boiler and stay-bolt 
condition and project management. Michael 
Manwiller and the Heber Valley Railroad 
have agreed to rebuild the air pumps 
and safety valves, and those parts will be 
shipped west to Utah soon. The Strasburg 
Rail Road Co. will turn No. 1309’s wheels on 
a wheel lathe, with the first set expected to 
be removed this week.

The greatest challenge to the rebuild is 
simply the scale of the project, Gresham 
says. No. 1309 will require nearly 300 new 
tubes and flues, approximately 200 new 
flexible stay-bolts, all twelve driving wheels 
to be turned on a wheel lathe, two full sets 
of running gear refurbished, a dozen major 
appliances such as pumps, injectors, dyna-
mo, and the stoker engine rebuilt, and hun-
dreds of parts and wearing surfaces in need 
of attention. While most of these tasks are 
well within the capabilities of the Western 
Maryland shop, the railroad has elected 

to work with outside contractors to help 
ensure the timely completion of No. 1309.

Gresham says that Western Maryland is 
working with a tour company to bring a 
private charter train of privately-owned rail-
road cars to operate behind No. 1309 in May 
2016. As proposed, a diesel-powered train 
would depart Chicago and travel over the 
route of the Capitol Limited to Cumberland, 
Md. The private car train would then be 
taken from Cumberland to Frostburg, Md., 
traveling behind No. 1309. After returning 
from Frostburg, the train would then contin-
ue to Washington with diesel power only.

More information on the No. 1309 resto-
ration is available by visiting the Western 
Maryland Scenic Railroad website.

Editor's Note: It was announced at the 
Trains 75th anniversary banquet that some 
unexpected boiler issues have set the time-
table on 1309's return to service, as more 
likely summer at the earliest.

Report Of Advisory Council And 
Board Of Director’s Meeting, 
Utica, NY October 24, 2015

Carl S. Jensen, Roanoke Chapter Advisory 
Council Representative

The NRHS Advisory Council and Board of 
Directors met October 24, the Council 

in the morning, and the Board in the after-
noon. Much of the business covered by the 
Council was duplicated in the Board meet-
ing, so this report is a combination of infor-
mation from both meetings.

Overall Condition of NRHS nationally has 
improved tremendously since the fall of 
2014. Several critical areas including finan-
cial, membership records and communica-
tions which all tend to overlap and affect 
the others are most improved. 

Finances - The Society has completely paid 
off old debt accrued last year by the outgo-
ing administration (reportedly in excess of 

All: Lewis Foster Photos
Page 3: the HEP conversion signal box. Above: T6 
No. 41 is functioning much better with some long 
overdue maintenance. Shown at VMT. Below: The 
Boy Scout Merit Badge at VMT.



partnered with the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation to offer Railroading Merit 
Badge to 34 local Boy Scouts. We worked 
with the boys on safety around the railroad, 
how a diesel engine works, identifying types 
of rail equipment, and railroad signaling. 
They also had the opportunity to talk with 
Chapter member Bernie Troutman about 
working for the railroad. After lunch, the 
boys rode up the warehouse lead on coach 
512 before proceeding to an Operation 
Lifesaver discussion. Several of the boys 
came back during their free time at the 
museum to help load passengers during our 
public trips in the afternoon. 

Our next operating weekend at VMT will 
be on Saturday, December 5th and Sunday, 
December 6th for the Candy Cane Express. 
Anyone who would like to help out is wel-
come. Please contact Gary Gray so he can 
get you on the schedule. As always, anyone 
who would like to come visit us and see 
what we’re working on at 9th street is wel-
come. If you’d like to see more of what the 
Mechanical Committee is working on, you 
can also see pictures of our current projects 
on the Facebook page at https://www.face-
book.com/roanokenrhs

Roanoke Chapter Summary Of 
Activities – August To October

Jeff Sanders, President

The big news during these last few 
months is the progress being made on 

our Roanoke Virginian Railway Passenger 
Station. After the completion of Phase I in 
2012, which covered the remediation of lead 
paint and asbestos and new roof trusses and 
a brand new terra-cotta roof, we were back 
in the game of red tape as we proceeded in 
preparing for Phase II, the final phase. After 
one false start, we had to rebid the project 
due to some technical glitches.

Finally, we received bids and selected the 

bid of G&H Contractors of Salem, VA. This 
is the same contractor who did the work 
in Phase I, and very satisfactory, I will add. 
After permits were issued, work was begun 
near the end of September. As you read this, 
final financing is in place for the completion 
of Phase II. We are very excited to know that 
the Station will be completed about May of 
next year!

Congratulations to the Station Committee 
and Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon in particular 
for their undying support and work that has 
brought this ambitious project to fruition.

In August a Nominating Committee was 
appointed, consisting of Steve Smith, Chair, 
with Fred Boettner and Mike Voiland. There 
are five Directors whose terms expire in 
November. They are Jim Cosby, Gary Gray, 
Carl Jensen, Skip Salmon and Jeff Sanders. 
Our annual meeting, with election of direc-
tors, is held during our November meeting. 

The Mechanical Committee is staying 
busy, as usual, working on coach 537, diner-
dormitory 1148, and ex-sleeper 1489. GP30 
522 has been moved to Southern Appalachia 
Railway Museum to receive repairs and 
to operate for SARM in exchange for the 
repairs. Storage Mail car, “Tool Car” 1407 is 
in need of some truck work before further 
service with 611.

A very nice donation was made to the 
Chapter from the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation for our faithful work done 
at VMT, as well as help in staffing the 611 
excursions in June and July. We look for-
ward to many more opportunities to work 
with VMT, especially with the 611 opera-
tions.

October 18 saw Chapter members come 
together for the first time in many years for 
a picnic. We were invited to member Peter 
Lewis’ Apple Ridge Farm in Copper Hill. 
Everyone had a very good visit and enjoyed 
the food which was brought by the mem-
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tunnels.
There will likely be more changes in 

the future in the coalfields. The Virginian 
trackage in southern West Virginia is now a 
haven for four-wheelers, many of who had 
already been trespassing before the end of 
service, now seem to have free run over the 
line. Timbers have been placed to attempt to 
block their access to the bridges. 

Santa Train will go on despite 
CSX’s Clinchfield closing

By Chase Gunnoe | October 16, 2015
TRAINS Newswire

ERWIN, Tenn. — Coal loads and empties 
as well as unit trains are beginning to 

take alternative routing just a day after CSX 
made an announcement it would close down 
the majority of operations at its Erwin ter-
minal. The weakening coal market prompted 
the decision, which includes the closing of 
Erwin’s locomotive service facility and car 
shop, affecting nearly 300 jobs. All through 
trains are taking alternate routes.

Despite the depressing news, CSX spokes-
woman Melanie Cost tells Trains News 
Wire that the railroad will host the 73rd 
annual Santa Train this Nov. 21 and there 
are no plans to discontinue it at this time. 
CSX inherited the Santa Train from the 
former Clinchfield Railroad which ran the 
Christmas-time special as a way to brighten 
spirits of families and children in impov-
erished communities along the coal road’s 
lines.

South of Erwin, on the railroad’s Blue 
Ridge Subdivision, a meet between Q696 
and Q697 would likely occur somewhere 
in western North Carolina mid-afternoon. 
These two manifests, which are expected to 
operate from Kingsport, Tenn., to Hamlet, 
N.C., will soon account for the only mainline 
traffic on the Clinchfield.

Coal trains, potash empties and loads, 

are to be detoured across the railroad’s 
ex- Chesapeake & Ohio mainline in east-
ern Kentucky, West Virginia, and Virginia. 
The mainline route of the C&O may see an 
increase of two to three daily trains, accord-
ing to sources close to the railroad.

In Shelby, on the railroad’s Big Sandy 
Subdivision, pusher jobs will soon be abol-
ished, but traffic levels on the subdivision 
are expected to stay the same. Big Sandy 
train crews will now handle coal trains in 
both directions and service to Pikeville and 
Martin coal customers will be unaffected. 

Trains will still operate, as needed, over 
a section of the Clinchfield mainline north 
of McClure, Va., to maintain access to a coal 
customer. Loaded coal from this customer 
will be routed north to Shelby Yard and into 
Russell, Ky. Coal trains inbound for Brice, 
N.C. to serve a utility customer will be 
routed north from Spartanburg, S.C., on the 
south end of the Clinchfield.

C&O 1309 Restoration 
Progressing Quickly

TRAINS Newswire, September 28, 2015
CUMBERLAND, Md. — Men and women 

working on No. 1309 are now focused on 
reassembling the Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-
6-2-type locomotive after more than a year 
of taking it apart and restoring it, piece by 
piece.

That kind of progress by crews from 
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad and con-
tractors means the locomotive could steam 
in early 2016, Western Maryland General 
Manager Mike Gresham tells Trains News 
Wire.

Reconstruction of the tender by Western 
Maryland’s shop crew is well underway, 
Gresham says. Major work included tender 
tank floor replacement, water baffle rein-
forcement and reattachment, and stoker 
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bers. We also got to see the boxcar that the 
Chapter donated to ARF, which is being out-
fitted to serve as an ebase, only one of three 
in the world. Working off only solar and 
wind power, the ebase can communicate 
with people the world over.

Peter’s “Farm” is a non-profit camp in 
rural Floyd County for under privileged 
youngsters, who come and spend 
a week or two, during the sum-
mer. There are ample meeting and 
conference rooms available for busi-
nesses to meet, which helps raise 
money for the camp. Thanks Peter 
and Carla for your fine hospitality.

We have contracted with a 
company to clear our property in 
Roanoke next to the east end of the 
Belt Line. This should be completed 
soon. The City has reassigned our 
street address at that location, 
which is now 501 Brandon Avenue 
SW, 24014. Please DO NOT use this 
as a mailing address.

At the December 17 meeting we 
will have our Christmas dinner at 
Calvary Baptist Church, downtown 
Roanoke, adjacent to the Jefferson 
Center. Parking is available in the 
parking lot behind the church. 
Meat, drinks, and utensils are pro-
vided by the Chapter. You may bring 
a side dish of your choice or a des-
sert. I look forward to seeing every-
one there.

Picnic At Apple Ridge 
Farm Enjoyed By All

Dorr Tucker

Many thanks to member Peter 
Lewis for providing the facili-

ties of Apple Ridge Farm in Floyd 
County for our October 17 indoor 
picnic. Apple Ridge is a camp for 

underprivileged intercity children on a 
mountainside location a few miles off route 
221 at Copper Hill, VA. Our Chapter has 
donated a former NKP MofW payroll car that 
now serves as eBase USA that connects with 
other sites around the world via the inter-
net. At the picnic our members were given 
a guided tour of the eBase and the three 

NRHS News
Here is the link to the October 2015 NRHS 

News:
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/

NRHS_News_October_2015.pdf
The NRHS News is published six times 

a year. In this issue there is information 
why the NRHS is important on a local and 
national level.

NRHS Announces 2015 
Preservation Grants

From Philadelphia Chapter October 2015 
“Cinders”

At the 2015 NRHS Convention held in 
Rutland, Vermont during June, the Society 
announced the names of recipients of the 
2015 Railway Heritage Preservation Grant 
Awards. Given the Society’s fragile financial 
condition it was refreshing to learn that 
NRHS members had contributed enough 
funds to finance $13,000 in awards this 
year. Award recipients included:

Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS (Richmond, 
VA) - $1,000, to install adequate lighting to 
properly display various Chapter-owned 
artifacts, drawings, and equipment at the 
Richmond Railroad Museum.

Rural Retreat Depot Foundation (Rural 
Retreat, VA) - $1,500, to create museum/
event space by rehab/restoring entry doors 
and windows on the historic Norfolk & 
Western Rural Retreat depot, retaining the 
1949 configuration and style.

Amtrak Roanoke Station 
Platform

Jim Overholser

The Roanoke Times, in a October 7, 2015 
article by Jeff Sturgeon, reports that the 

Federal Railroad Administration has rejected 
Amtrak’s plan to board passengers on a 
“low” platform. Instead the agency specified 

the use of “level boarding” (high level plat-
form) which would eliminate stairs and lifts 
for slow-moving or disabled passengers. The 
article also reports the platform will be 850 
feet long and on a siding beside the Norfolk 
Southern main line. A Virginia Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation spokesper-
son said the agency generally supports level 
boarding but site constraints presented chal-
lenges to doing that in Roanoke. The article 
says that the parties involved were undecid-
ed if they would fight the decision but saw 
no reason that the platform question would 
delay the start of Amtrak service, which 
should be by January 2017 according to the 
Wendel study (see First and Second Quarter 
2015 Turntable Times). But in a October 27 
Roanoke Times article, there is an indication 
that the start of Amtrak service to Roanoke 
will likely be delayed, possibly well into 
2017. It is still uncertain how the platform 
issue will be resolved. Certainly we are look-
ing forward to this startup and want it to 
start as soon as possible. Stay tuned.

Norfolk Southern Discontinues 
Traffic On Former Virginian 
Railway Line

Part of Norfolk Southern’s former 
Virginian Railway main line, between 
Princeton and Elmore West Virginia, has 
been shut down or “mothballed.” Effective 
October 1, through traffic, which reports 
have as an average of one loaded and one 
empty coal train a day, have been re-routed 
via Wharnecliff and Gilbert, WV, to the for-
mer N&W Pocahontas Division mainline 
and then east through Bluefield. The ex-
Virginian track between Princeton and the 
NS Virginia Division connection west of 
Glyn Lyn at Kelleysville will still be used for 
local traffic including a stone train. Built in 
the early years of the 20th Century, this rail 
line features many high bridges and several 

J.L. Sanders Photos
Top: Carl Jensen, Peter and Carla Lewis enjoy the fellowship 
at our picnic at Apple Ridge Farms. Bottom: Our former MofW 
car now is resplendent in bright green on the hillside.



caboose cars donated by Norfolk Southern, 
Roanoke County, and Percy Wilkins who 
along with his wife Linda were coordinators 
for the event. A real surprise for those tour-
ing the rolling stock was the discovery of 
the "Carillion" observation tower on top of 
the ridge above the transformed rail cars.

A good time was had by all 48 present 
on the splendid sunny autumn day. Due 
to several weeks of torrential rain we had 
to postpone the event twice. We had pork 
barbeque, a variety of chicken, plus an end-
less array of potluck goodies supplied by 
the members. Seating was in a large indoor 
meeting room with ample room for close to 
100.

With all having such a good time socializ-
ing and making new friendships we are con-
sidering having this type of event at least on 
an annual or even semiannual basis. We are 
open for suggestions.

Mixed Freight
Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Caboose fans take note – the caboose 
that was positioned on the west side 

of the former Norfolk & Western depot in 
Farmville, VA, was moved about two blocks 
eastward where it is now closer to what 
used to be the main grade crossing in town. 
It is now in a more photographable location. 
The move occurred on August 12.

The year 2015 makes for two mile-
stones for N&W No. 1218. It was 45 years 
ago in 1970 when the locomotive arrived 
in Roanoke from Steamtown and it was 
30 years ago in 1985 when she departed 
Roanoke for Birmingham for a two-year res-
toration project and then operation in the 
NS steam program.

One of the most popular happenings with-
in the railroad world that is garnering atten-
tion from the railfan legion is the applica-
tion of heritage logos to a select few CSX 

locomotives. The logos are of the railroads 
that make up today’s CSX. I personally am 
not impressed and I doubt that I will expose 
any film on these units. I am quite content 
with the photos I took of these fallen flags 
back in the pre CSX era. Back in August 
of this year at the summer RF&P Railroad 
Historical Society meeting we briefly dis-
cussed CSX’s endeavor. We were politely 
asked not to go on social media and voice 
negative comments about this. We agreed 
that CSX needs encouragement within the 
arena of recognizing and appreciating the 
railroads that make the foundation of what 
is CSX today.

There was an error in my 3rd Quarter col-
umn that I would like correct, albeit minor. 
The Old Dominion Chapter’s July 18 cel-
ebration of its one hundred year old former 
Southern Railway depot was from 1 PM to 5 
PM and not 1 PM to 3 PM.

While in Roanoke during the Labor Day 
weekend I paid a long overdue visit to the 
Blue Ridge Live Steamers property over in 
Burnt Chimney. No trains were operating 
but my appetite for good food sure was as a 
quintet of us had dinner Saturday evening 
at The Great 611 Steakhouse in Roanoke. 
I had never even heard of the establish-
ment. During my roughly 90 minute visit, 
the food and service were very good. The 
railroad décor really impressed me. Being 
an avid N&W fan, a lot of that décor, most 
of it donated by Roanoke area railroaders 
and railfans, really contributed to my dining 
experience. I might have to purchase one of 
their colorful tee shirts.

Speaking of 611, all if not most of us 
enjoyed our beloved 611 powering excur-
sions trains within the Old Dominion over a 
variety of Norfolk Southern routes this past 
summer. But folks, wouldn’t it have been 
great to enjoy some 611 excursions this past 
autumn like we did back in the eighties and 

early nineties. Maybe we can next season or 
within a few years down the track.

Here are a few more milestones to note 
for 2015. 

It has been 35 years since the Rock Island 
Railroad shut down and the signing by 
then-President Jimmy Carter of the Harley 
Staggers Act which started the ball rolling 
towards railroad regulation.

This past spring marked 55 years since 
Mr. Nick Kovalchick opened his East Broad 
Top Railroad as a recreational excursion 
railroad. I thought a lot about the E.B.T. 
this year especially during Columbus Day 
weekend when the E. B. T. would feature its 
annual Autumn Spectacular Weekend when 
they would go all out with their operations. 
If the locomotive could operate, IT DID. 
There would be double and triple headed 
passenger and freight runs. It was more 
than a historic railroad operating as it had 
done in past decades. Most of the commu-
nity was involved. The Boy and Girl Scout 
troops sold cookies and cakes, as did numer-
ous women’s groups and civic organizations. 
Don’t even get me started on the Brunswick 
stew. I would use the day runs for photo-
graphing the trains and the night run for 
riding. During the 1998 Autumn Spectacular, 
that even was used for audio recordings. 
Listening to those whistles bouncing off the 
nearby hillsides was indeed sweet music to 
any fan of steam railroading. With so much 
hope for the E.B.T’s future back in the year 
2000, I, and a host of others, would have 
never thought that the E.B.T. would actually 
shut down, even temporarily, as it did in 
2011.

If you want to know where steam locomo-
tives are nationwide, regardless of opera-
tional status, visit www.steamlocomotive.
com/lists/

21st Century Steam Program
We are looking forward to more steam 

excursions in 2016, especially those with 
our hometown 611 by the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation with help from the 
Roanoke Chapter. As of mid November 
details for these trips have not yet been 
announced. As always, enjoy these trips 
while you can. You never know when the 
“plug” will be pulled and the excursions will 
end, as happened in 1994.

NS Chairman Wick Moorman Is 
Retiring 

Charles “Wick” Moorman has stepped 
down as executive chairman of Norfolk 

Southern Corp.’s board. NS President and 
Chief Executive Officer James Squires is 
now chairman. Moorman will continue serv-
ing as a director until he retires from the 
board on December 31. He also will serve as 
a senior adviser to Squires from October 1 
through December 31, when he will retire as 
an NS employee. The announcement is part 
of a planned succession process.

All of us need to thank Wick for what 
he had done the last ten years or so. The 
Norfolk Southern heritage locomotive fleet, 
the 21st Century Steam program, the return 
of 611 – all of these are directly because 
of Wick. If you feel so inclined write him 
a “Thank You” note. His office address: 3 
Commercial Place, Norfolk, VA 23510

New Member Profiles
We have a suggestion to include profiles 

by our new members of themselves. This 
is a good idea and new members, you are 
invited to submit to the Editor some infor-
mation about yourself. Suggestions include 
what you are interested in, how you came to 
be interested in trains, which Chapter activi-
ties you like, etc. Have at it!

11 8



An occasional fea-
ture offering a small 
window into the past 
from an archive file or 
image.

Historian 
Kenneth L. Miller

To quote the New York Sun's famous response from 1897: "Yes, 
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus." And in the 1950s, he rode 

Norfolk and Western passenger trains! These photos show a small 
part of Santa's visit on the N&W beginning December 16, 1955 in 
Roanoke. Obviously, an N&W employee had to fill in for the man 
himself, as he was quite busy in the weeks just before Christmas, 
but the good folks from the Magazine and Advertising Department 
of the railroad made sure he was well prepared with gifts of stock-
ings and coloring books and items for the adults as well. Below, 
Santa has begun his visit to the N&W seeing these Hollins College 
coeds off on their journeys home via train 46, the Tennessean.

At right, after arrival at Crewe on No. 4, the Pocahontas, Santa 
had a police escort to the downtown area where he was greeted by 
many children and adults alike. During his ride, Santa did not sit 
and rest, indeed, he spread the joy of the season throughout the 
train. These scenes from 60 years ago surely show a differnt era, 
but the ongoing appeal of Santa is still around today. 

9 10



caboose cars donated by Norfolk Southern, 
Roanoke County, and Percy Wilkins who 
along with his wife Linda were coordinators 
for the event. A real surprise for those tour-
ing the rolling stock was the discovery of 
the "Carillion" observation tower on top of 
the ridge above the transformed rail cars.

A good time was had by all 48 present 
on the splendid sunny autumn day. Due 
to several weeks of torrential rain we had 
to postpone the event twice. We had pork 
barbeque, a variety of chicken, plus an end-
less array of potluck goodies supplied by 
the members. Seating was in a large indoor 
meeting room with ample room for close to 
100.

With all having such a good time socializ-
ing and making new friendships we are con-
sidering having this type of event at least on 
an annual or even semiannual basis. We are 
open for suggestions.

Mixed Freight
Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Caboose fans take note – the caboose 
that was positioned on the west side 

of the former Norfolk & Western depot in 
Farmville, VA, was moved about two blocks 
eastward where it is now closer to what 
used to be the main grade crossing in town. 
It is now in a more photographable location. 
The move occurred on August 12.

The year 2015 makes for two mile-
stones for N&W No. 1218. It was 45 years 
ago in 1970 when the locomotive arrived 
in Roanoke from Steamtown and it was 
30 years ago in 1985 when she departed 
Roanoke for Birmingham for a two-year res-
toration project and then operation in the 
NS steam program.

One of the most popular happenings with-
in the railroad world that is garnering atten-
tion from the railfan legion is the applica-
tion of heritage logos to a select few CSX 

locomotives. The logos are of the railroads 
that make up today’s CSX. I personally am 
not impressed and I doubt that I will expose 
any film on these units. I am quite content 
with the photos I took of these fallen flags 
back in the pre CSX era. Back in August 
of this year at the summer RF&P Railroad 
Historical Society meeting we briefly dis-
cussed CSX’s endeavor. We were politely 
asked not to go on social media and voice 
negative comments about this. We agreed 
that CSX needs encouragement within the 
arena of recognizing and appreciating the 
railroads that make the foundation of what 
is CSX today.

There was an error in my 3rd Quarter col-
umn that I would like correct, albeit minor. 
The Old Dominion Chapter’s July 18 cel-
ebration of its one hundred year old former 
Southern Railway depot was from 1 PM to 5 
PM and not 1 PM to 3 PM.

While in Roanoke during the Labor Day 
weekend I paid a long overdue visit to the 
Blue Ridge Live Steamers property over in 
Burnt Chimney. No trains were operating 
but my appetite for good food sure was as a 
quintet of us had dinner Saturday evening 
at The Great 611 Steakhouse in Roanoke. 
I had never even heard of the establish-
ment. During my roughly 90 minute visit, 
the food and service were very good. The 
railroad décor really impressed me. Being 
an avid N&W fan, a lot of that décor, most 
of it donated by Roanoke area railroaders 
and railfans, really contributed to my dining 
experience. I might have to purchase one of 
their colorful tee shirts.

Speaking of 611, all if not most of us 
enjoyed our beloved 611 powering excur-
sions trains within the Old Dominion over a 
variety of Norfolk Southern routes this past 
summer. But folks, wouldn’t it have been 
great to enjoy some 611 excursions this past 
autumn like we did back in the eighties and 

early nineties. Maybe we can next season or 
within a few years down the track.

Here are a few more milestones to note 
for 2015. 

It has been 35 years since the Rock Island 
Railroad shut down and the signing by 
then-President Jimmy Carter of the Harley 
Staggers Act which started the ball rolling 
towards railroad regulation.

This past spring marked 55 years since 
Mr. Nick Kovalchick opened his East Broad 
Top Railroad as a recreational excursion 
railroad. I thought a lot about the E.B.T. 
this year especially during Columbus Day 
weekend when the E. B. T. would feature its 
annual Autumn Spectacular Weekend when 
they would go all out with their operations. 
If the locomotive could operate, IT DID. 
There would be double and triple headed 
passenger and freight runs. It was more 
than a historic railroad operating as it had 
done in past decades. Most of the commu-
nity was involved. The Boy and Girl Scout 
troops sold cookies and cakes, as did numer-
ous women’s groups and civic organizations. 
Don’t even get me started on the Brunswick 
stew. I would use the day runs for photo-
graphing the trains and the night run for 
riding. During the 1998 Autumn Spectacular, 
that even was used for audio recordings. 
Listening to those whistles bouncing off the 
nearby hillsides was indeed sweet music to 
any fan of steam railroading. With so much 
hope for the E.B.T’s future back in the year 
2000, I, and a host of others, would have 
never thought that the E.B.T. would actually 
shut down, even temporarily, as it did in 
2011.

If you want to know where steam locomo-
tives are nationwide, regardless of opera-
tional status, visit www.steamlocomotive.
com/lists/

21st Century Steam Program
We are looking forward to more steam 

excursions in 2016, especially those with 
our hometown 611 by the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation with help from the 
Roanoke Chapter. As of mid November 
details for these trips have not yet been 
announced. As always, enjoy these trips 
while you can. You never know when the 
“plug” will be pulled and the excursions will 
end, as happened in 1994.

NS Chairman Wick Moorman Is 
Retiring 

Charles “Wick” Moorman has stepped 
down as executive chairman of Norfolk 

Southern Corp.’s board. NS President and 
Chief Executive Officer James Squires is 
now chairman. Moorman will continue serv-
ing as a director until he retires from the 
board on December 31. He also will serve as 
a senior adviser to Squires from October 1 
through December 31, when he will retire as 
an NS employee. The announcement is part 
of a planned succession process.

All of us need to thank Wick for what 
he had done the last ten years or so. The 
Norfolk Southern heritage locomotive fleet, 
the 21st Century Steam program, the return 
of 611 – all of these are directly because 
of Wick. If you feel so inclined write him 
a “Thank You” note. His office address: 3 
Commercial Place, Norfolk, VA 23510

New Member Profiles
We have a suggestion to include profiles 

by our new members of themselves. This 
is a good idea and new members, you are 
invited to submit to the Editor some infor-
mation about yourself. Suggestions include 
what you are interested in, how you came to 
be interested in trains, which Chapter activi-
ties you like, etc. Have at it!
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bers. We also got to see the boxcar that the 
Chapter donated to ARF, which is being out-
fitted to serve as an ebase, only one of three 
in the world. Working off only solar and 
wind power, the ebase can communicate 
with people the world over.

Peter’s “Farm” is a non-profit camp in 
rural Floyd County for under privileged 
youngsters, who come and spend 
a week or two, during the sum-
mer. There are ample meeting and 
conference rooms available for busi-
nesses to meet, which helps raise 
money for the camp. Thanks Peter 
and Carla for your fine hospitality.

We have contracted with a 
company to clear our property in 
Roanoke next to the east end of the 
Belt Line. This should be completed 
soon. The City has reassigned our 
street address at that location, 
which is now 501 Brandon Avenue 
SW, 24014. Please DO NOT use this 
as a mailing address.

At the December 17 meeting we 
will have our Christmas dinner at 
Calvary Baptist Church, downtown 
Roanoke, adjacent to the Jefferson 
Center. Parking is available in the 
parking lot behind the church. 
Meat, drinks, and utensils are pro-
vided by the Chapter. You may bring 
a side dish of your choice or a des-
sert. I look forward to seeing every-
one there.

Picnic At Apple Ridge 
Farm Enjoyed By All

Dorr Tucker

Many thanks to member Peter 
Lewis for providing the facili-

ties of Apple Ridge Farm in Floyd 
County for our October 17 indoor 
picnic. Apple Ridge is a camp for 

underprivileged intercity children on a 
mountainside location a few miles off route 
221 at Copper Hill, VA. Our Chapter has 
donated a former NKP MofW payroll car that 
now serves as eBase USA that connects with 
other sites around the world via the inter-
net. At the picnic our members were given 
a guided tour of the eBase and the three 

NRHS News
Here is the link to the October 2015 NRHS 

News:
https://admin.nrhs.com/NRHSNews/

NRHS_News_October_2015.pdf
The NRHS News is published six times 

a year. In this issue there is information 
why the NRHS is important on a local and 
national level.

NRHS Announces 2015 
Preservation Grants

From Philadelphia Chapter October 2015 
“Cinders”

At the 2015 NRHS Convention held in 
Rutland, Vermont during June, the Society 
announced the names of recipients of the 
2015 Railway Heritage Preservation Grant 
Awards. Given the Society’s fragile financial 
condition it was refreshing to learn that 
NRHS members had contributed enough 
funds to finance $13,000 in awards this 
year. Award recipients included:

Old Dominion Chapter, NRHS (Richmond, 
VA) - $1,000, to install adequate lighting to 
properly display various Chapter-owned 
artifacts, drawings, and equipment at the 
Richmond Railroad Museum.

Rural Retreat Depot Foundation (Rural 
Retreat, VA) - $1,500, to create museum/
event space by rehab/restoring entry doors 
and windows on the historic Norfolk & 
Western Rural Retreat depot, retaining the 
1949 configuration and style.

Amtrak Roanoke Station 
Platform

Jim Overholser

The Roanoke Times, in a October 7, 2015 
article by Jeff Sturgeon, reports that the 

Federal Railroad Administration has rejected 
Amtrak’s plan to board passengers on a 
“low” platform. Instead the agency specified 

the use of “level boarding” (high level plat-
form) which would eliminate stairs and lifts 
for slow-moving or disabled passengers. The 
article also reports the platform will be 850 
feet long and on a siding beside the Norfolk 
Southern main line. A Virginia Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation spokesper-
son said the agency generally supports level 
boarding but site constraints presented chal-
lenges to doing that in Roanoke. The article 
says that the parties involved were undecid-
ed if they would fight the decision but saw 
no reason that the platform question would 
delay the start of Amtrak service, which 
should be by January 2017 according to the 
Wendel study (see First and Second Quarter 
2015 Turntable Times). But in a October 27 
Roanoke Times article, there is an indication 
that the start of Amtrak service to Roanoke 
will likely be delayed, possibly well into 
2017. It is still uncertain how the platform 
issue will be resolved. Certainly we are look-
ing forward to this startup and want it to 
start as soon as possible. Stay tuned.

Norfolk Southern Discontinues 
Traffic On Former Virginian 
Railway Line

Part of Norfolk Southern’s former 
Virginian Railway main line, between 
Princeton and Elmore West Virginia, has 
been shut down or “mothballed.” Effective 
October 1, through traffic, which reports 
have as an average of one loaded and one 
empty coal train a day, have been re-routed 
via Wharnecliff and Gilbert, WV, to the for-
mer N&W Pocahontas Division mainline 
and then east through Bluefield. The ex-
Virginian track between Princeton and the 
NS Virginia Division connection west of 
Glyn Lyn at Kelleysville will still be used for 
local traffic including a stone train. Built in 
the early years of the 20th Century, this rail 
line features many high bridges and several 

J.L. Sanders Photos
Top: Carl Jensen, Peter and Carla Lewis enjoy the fellowship 
at our picnic at Apple Ridge Farms. Bottom: Our former MofW 
car now is resplendent in bright green on the hillside.



partnered with the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation to offer Railroading Merit 
Badge to 34 local Boy Scouts. We worked 
with the boys on safety around the railroad, 
how a diesel engine works, identifying types 
of rail equipment, and railroad signaling. 
They also had the opportunity to talk with 
Chapter member Bernie Troutman about 
working for the railroad. After lunch, the 
boys rode up the warehouse lead on coach 
512 before proceeding to an Operation 
Lifesaver discussion. Several of the boys 
came back during their free time at the 
museum to help load passengers during our 
public trips in the afternoon. 

Our next operating weekend at VMT will 
be on Saturday, December 5th and Sunday, 
December 6th for the Candy Cane Express. 
Anyone who would like to help out is wel-
come. Please contact Gary Gray so he can 
get you on the schedule. As always, anyone 
who would like to come visit us and see 
what we’re working on at 9th street is wel-
come. If you’d like to see more of what the 
Mechanical Committee is working on, you 
can also see pictures of our current projects 
on the Facebook page at https://www.face-
book.com/roanokenrhs

Roanoke Chapter Summary Of 
Activities – August To October

Jeff Sanders, President

The big news during these last few 
months is the progress being made on 

our Roanoke Virginian Railway Passenger 
Station. After the completion of Phase I in 
2012, which covered the remediation of lead 
paint and asbestos and new roof trusses and 
a brand new terra-cotta roof, we were back 
in the game of red tape as we proceeded in 
preparing for Phase II, the final phase. After 
one false start, we had to rebid the project 
due to some technical glitches.

Finally, we received bids and selected the 

bid of G&H Contractors of Salem, VA. This 
is the same contractor who did the work 
in Phase I, and very satisfactory, I will add. 
After permits were issued, work was begun 
near the end of September. As you read this, 
final financing is in place for the completion 
of Phase II. We are very excited to know that 
the Station will be completed about May of 
next year!

Congratulations to the Station Committee 
and Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon in particular 
for their undying support and work that has 
brought this ambitious project to fruition.

In August a Nominating Committee was 
appointed, consisting of Steve Smith, Chair, 
with Fred Boettner and Mike Voiland. There 
are five Directors whose terms expire in 
November. They are Jim Cosby, Gary Gray, 
Carl Jensen, Skip Salmon and Jeff Sanders. 
Our annual meeting, with election of direc-
tors, is held during our November meeting. 

The Mechanical Committee is staying 
busy, as usual, working on coach 537, diner-
dormitory 1148, and ex-sleeper 1489. GP30 
522 has been moved to Southern Appalachia 
Railway Museum to receive repairs and 
to operate for SARM in exchange for the 
repairs. Storage Mail car, “Tool Car” 1407 is 
in need of some truck work before further 
service with 611.

A very nice donation was made to the 
Chapter from the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation for our faithful work done 
at VMT, as well as help in staffing the 611 
excursions in June and July. We look for-
ward to many more opportunities to work 
with VMT, especially with the 611 opera-
tions.

October 18 saw Chapter members come 
together for the first time in many years for 
a picnic. We were invited to member Peter 
Lewis’ Apple Ridge Farm in Copper Hill. 
Everyone had a very good visit and enjoyed 
the food which was brought by the mem-
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tunnels.
There will likely be more changes in 

the future in the coalfields. The Virginian 
trackage in southern West Virginia is now a 
haven for four-wheelers, many of who had 
already been trespassing before the end of 
service, now seem to have free run over the 
line. Timbers have been placed to attempt to 
block their access to the bridges. 

Santa Train will go on despite 
CSX’s Clinchfield closing

By Chase Gunnoe | October 16, 2015
TRAINS Newswire

ERWIN, Tenn. — Coal loads and empties 
as well as unit trains are beginning to 

take alternative routing just a day after CSX 
made an announcement it would close down 
the majority of operations at its Erwin ter-
minal. The weakening coal market prompted 
the decision, which includes the closing of 
Erwin’s locomotive service facility and car 
shop, affecting nearly 300 jobs. All through 
trains are taking alternate routes.

Despite the depressing news, CSX spokes-
woman Melanie Cost tells Trains News 
Wire that the railroad will host the 73rd 
annual Santa Train this Nov. 21 and there 
are no plans to discontinue it at this time. 
CSX inherited the Santa Train from the 
former Clinchfield Railroad which ran the 
Christmas-time special as a way to brighten 
spirits of families and children in impov-
erished communities along the coal road’s 
lines.

South of Erwin, on the railroad’s Blue 
Ridge Subdivision, a meet between Q696 
and Q697 would likely occur somewhere 
in western North Carolina mid-afternoon. 
These two manifests, which are expected to 
operate from Kingsport, Tenn., to Hamlet, 
N.C., will soon account for the only mainline 
traffic on the Clinchfield.

Coal trains, potash empties and loads, 

are to be detoured across the railroad’s 
ex- Chesapeake & Ohio mainline in east-
ern Kentucky, West Virginia, and Virginia. 
The mainline route of the C&O may see an 
increase of two to three daily trains, accord-
ing to sources close to the railroad.

In Shelby, on the railroad’s Big Sandy 
Subdivision, pusher jobs will soon be abol-
ished, but traffic levels on the subdivision 
are expected to stay the same. Big Sandy 
train crews will now handle coal trains in 
both directions and service to Pikeville and 
Martin coal customers will be unaffected. 

Trains will still operate, as needed, over 
a section of the Clinchfield mainline north 
of McClure, Va., to maintain access to a coal 
customer. Loaded coal from this customer 
will be routed north to Shelby Yard and into 
Russell, Ky. Coal trains inbound for Brice, 
N.C. to serve a utility customer will be 
routed north from Spartanburg, S.C., on the 
south end of the Clinchfield.

C&O 1309 Restoration 
Progressing Quickly

TRAINS Newswire, September 28, 2015
CUMBERLAND, Md. — Men and women 

working on No. 1309 are now focused on 
reassembling the Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-
6-2-type locomotive after more than a year 
of taking it apart and restoring it, piece by 
piece.

That kind of progress by crews from 
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad and con-
tractors means the locomotive could steam 
in early 2016, Western Maryland General 
Manager Mike Gresham tells Trains News 
Wire.

Reconstruction of the tender by Western 
Maryland’s shop crew is well underway, 
Gresham says. Major work included tender 
tank floor replacement, water baffle rein-
forcement and reattachment, and stoker 



Our main focus at the yard continues on 
preparing N&W P3 class coach No. 537 for 
excursion service next year. We’re in the 
process of finalizing the work on the genera-
tor and hanging it back under the car. We’ve 
also installed the new sink in the bathroom 
and tested the water pump and on-demand 
water heater. The bathroom is currently 
being prepped for paint, including changing 
out the light fixtures and sanding the walls. 
In the next few months we will proceed 
with installing the replacement floor tile 
and upholstery repairs as well. 

We’ve also spent some time inspecting the 
“shop end” truck on N&W MS class No. 1407 
after it came back from serving as the 611’s 

tool car. During the last few excursions 
this year, it was noted that the truck was 
tracking slightly off, causing more flange 
wear than normal. The wheel bearings and 
springs on that end of the car have been 
inspected and we are currently reviewing 
our options for resolving this issue.

At the yard, we’ve begun the process of 
setting up a Head End Power (HEP) electrical 
system that will allow us to power up the 

cars to work on them and test 
their systems. The building 
that will house the electrical 
equipment for this was recent-
ly donated to the Chapter by 
Norfolk Southern along with 
some other retired signal gear 
from the Roanoke area. Being 
able to run the cars’ systems at 
full normal electrical load will 
allow us to better prepare the 
equipment for use. 

On November 7 the 
Mechanical Committee 
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repairs. No major repairs were required 
to the tender deck; when the tank was 
removed, there was still creosote pooled on 
the timbers. Except for paint, work on the 
tender should be complete by the end of 
September.

Western Maryland has assembled exper-
tise from across the country to ensure the 
restoration of No. 1309 will be completed 
on time with work performed to the high-
est quality, Gresham says. Scott Lindsay and 
the Steam Operations Corp. has agreed to 
complete the ultrasonic testing of the boiler 
and driver axles, expected to begin in early 
October and be completed in November. 
Lindsay will also prepare the Federal 
Railroad Administration Form 4 once boiler 
work is complete. The railroad ordered 
seamless tubes and flues from Robert 
Franzen’s Steam Services Corp. of America 
with delivery set by the end of October. 
Franzen is also serving in an advisory role 
on critical issues, such as boiler and stay-bolt 
condition and project management. Michael 
Manwiller and the Heber Valley Railroad 
have agreed to rebuild the air pumps 
and safety valves, and those parts will be 
shipped west to Utah soon. The Strasburg 
Rail Road Co. will turn No. 1309’s wheels on 
a wheel lathe, with the first set expected to 
be removed this week.

The greatest challenge to the rebuild is 
simply the scale of the project, Gresham 
says. No. 1309 will require nearly 300 new 
tubes and flues, approximately 200 new 
flexible stay-bolts, all twelve driving wheels 
to be turned on a wheel lathe, two full sets 
of running gear refurbished, a dozen major 
appliances such as pumps, injectors, dyna-
mo, and the stoker engine rebuilt, and hun-
dreds of parts and wearing surfaces in need 
of attention. While most of these tasks are 
well within the capabilities of the Western 
Maryland shop, the railroad has elected 

to work with outside contractors to help 
ensure the timely completion of No. 1309.

Gresham says that Western Maryland is 
working with a tour company to bring a 
private charter train of privately-owned rail-
road cars to operate behind No. 1309 in May 
2016. As proposed, a diesel-powered train 
would depart Chicago and travel over the 
route of the Capitol Limited to Cumberland, 
Md. The private car train would then be 
taken from Cumberland to Frostburg, Md., 
traveling behind No. 1309. After returning 
from Frostburg, the train would then contin-
ue to Washington with diesel power only.

More information on the No. 1309 resto-
ration is available by visiting the Western 
Maryland Scenic Railroad website.

Editor's Note: It was announced at the 
Trains 75th anniversary banquet that some 
unexpected boiler issues have set the time-
table on 1309's return to service, as more 
likely summer at the earliest.

Report Of Advisory Council And 
Board Of Director’s Meeting, 
Utica, NY October 24, 2015

Carl S. Jensen, Roanoke Chapter Advisory 
Council Representative

The NRHS Advisory Council and Board of 
Directors met October 24, the Council 

in the morning, and the Board in the after-
noon. Much of the business covered by the 
Council was duplicated in the Board meet-
ing, so this report is a combination of infor-
mation from both meetings.

Overall Condition of NRHS nationally has 
improved tremendously since the fall of 
2014. Several critical areas including finan-
cial, membership records and communica-
tions which all tend to overlap and affect 
the others are most improved. 

Finances - The Society has completely paid 
off old debt accrued last year by the outgo-
ing administration (reportedly in excess of 

All: Lewis Foster Photos
Page 3: the HEP conversion signal box. Above: T6 
No. 41 is functioning much better with some long 
overdue maintenance. Shown at VMT. Below: The 
Boy Scout Merit Badge at VMT.
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$100,000 ) and we are now in a strictly pay 
as you go situation, with some money in 
the bank. It is the intent of the Treasurer 
and Controller to continue with this policy. 
Both functions had to spend significant time 
and effort reconciling the very confused 
and often erroneous records of Fernley and 
Fernley. We have now completely discontin-
ued our association with them. A proposed 
Budget was presented to the Board for con-
sideration, the first in several years. 

Budget – The proposed budget projects 
income to decrease in 2016 with a slight 
reduction in membership. However projec-
tions are to exceed expenses for the 2016 
year due to continued conservation of 
available funds. It does, however, plan for 
issuance of one printed issue of the NRHS 
Bulletin this year (currently at the printer) 
and two issues in 2016. It also projects one 
more NRHS News this year (printed) and 2 
printed and 4 emailed in 2016. The printed 
issues will be mailed to everybody who is 
on the roster as a member, regardless of 
whether they have email addresses. This 
is a major step forward in restoring better 
Communication with the members as the 
current email process is still fraught with 
problems in actually delivering the NEWS 
(and other general information to the mem-
bers). Apparently there is no single method 
for notifying those with email addresses 
about the availability of the publication. 

Dues Renewal and Communication – 
President Weber has prepared a letter to all 
members of record. He describes the 2016 
Dues Renewal process offering 3 personal 
options: (1) You may receive an email invi-
tation from Amilia (the new membership 
database) (2) Mail a check with a renewal 
form to accompany his letter. (3) A Chapter 
option to collect on behalf of the National 
(As of this writing Roanoke Chapter has not 
decided to take this route, but we will have 

to collect our own Chapter Dues). His letter 
will include your new membership card.

Al Weber’s letter also contains information 
on several other subjects of interest, some of 
which are touched on in this report.

Membership – NRHS has contracted with 
a new Data Base Service organization known 
as Amilia for a very significant reduction in 
expense. Much of the work of getting the 
old F&F records straightened out is complet-
ed (same problems we had as the financial 
data – omissions, errors and lost info).

The new system is administered by 
NRHS members Skip Waters (Membership 
Chairman) and Hugh Harris (Vice Chairman). 
They are working hard to get member 
records up to date, and where possible add 
email addresses to help facilitate electronic 
communications quality improvements. 
Eventually there will be a procedure avail-
able to members to make certain adjust-
ments in their individual membership infor-
mation direct to Amilia..

RailCamp – Is the signature project of 
NRHS right now. Successful 2015 camps 
in Newark, DE (“East” 24 campers) and 
Tacoma, WA (“Northwest” 12 campers) were 
financially self-sufficient. All necessary costs 
were covered by tuition – the majority of 
this income covered expenses or was from 
available earmarked funds already avail-
able. In 2016 we will again have two camps, 
same locations, East on June 26-July2 and 
Northwest July 31-August 7, with the same 
tuition of $1,290. In 2015 several chapters 
and other organizations sponsored or made 
contributions to pay tuition for a number 
of campers. We expect this to continue 
next year. Our Roanoke Chapter Board has 
already voted to provide sponsorship of a 
camper in 2016, preferably a young boy or 
girl from our area, but if we do not have 
a candidate, then we will offer support to 
another person who needs financial assis-
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All: Skip Salmon Photos
Top: Interior of the waiting room and ticket 
office showing heating and a/c ductwork being 
installed. Bottom left: Brand new soffit is being 
installed, this is significant, this is where the fire 
in 2001 began. Bottom right: The removal of the 
1960s vintage storage shed is complete.



tance to attend. If you know of a young 
person that may be interested in RailCamp 
or you would like more information please 
contact me. 

Grants Program - Was significantly 
reduced in 2015 due to lack of funds award-
ing only $13,000 compared to past grants 
that amounted to around $35,000 in a year. 
It depends heavily on donated earmarked 
funding on an annual basis and this in turn 
significantly affects the amount of grants 
that can be distributed. They are budgeted 
next year for $20,000 depending on dona-
tions. Applications for grants are now avail-
able and must be in by March 1. This and 
RailCamp have been the two most signifi-
cant NRHS projects that are very visible and 
management is anxious to continue.

Other Business - Management appointed 
a standing By-Laws Committee, whose 
first project will be to examine and recom-
mend changes to the current restrictions 
on Chapters from having non-NRHS mem-
bers. Appointed a three person Nominating 
Committee to select a slate of Directors 
whose terms will expire in 2016. Noted 
Resignations of Mia Mather as Director 
Region 1 (NY and New England) and Greg 
Molloy from NRHS.

The Rutland, VT 2015 Convention was 
apparently break even financially, with a 
minor income report still due. The Denver, 
CO 2016 Convention will be held July 19-24. 
The 2017 Convention will be in Nashville, 
TN.

Norfolk Southern - Canadian 
Pacific Merger?

On November 17 Canadian Pacific Railway 
submitted to Norfolk Southern an “indica-
tion of interest" for CP to acquire NS. There 
will be many hurdles if a merger is to occur 
and no doubt it would not happen for sev-
eral years, if at all. Norfolk Southern issued 

an investor email stating “Norfolk Southern 
Board of Directors to evaluate unsolicited, 
low-premium, non-binding and highly condi-
tional indication of interest from Canadian 
Pacific." 

Report From The Virginia 
Museum Of Transportation

Bev Fitzpatrick, Executive Director VMT

2015 was a banner year for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation. Along with 

the Roanoke Chapter, NRHS and the Norfolk 
& Western Historical Society, our dreams 
to see 611 return to steam came true. We 
worked really hard with the leadership of 
Preston Claytor and Scott Lindsay to get 611 
ready to go and she made us all very proud.

We had 10,000 passengers on our eleven 
trips and over 200,000 folks lined the rails 
to see her on the move! It is hard to put into 
words the joy we felt to see the “Queen of 
Steam” running again!

Thanks go to so many folks who made 
this all possible. A particularly huge THANK 
YOU goes to the Roanoke Chapter for their 
help on excursions out of Lynchburg and 
Roanoke. You were exceptional partners and 
we are all so grateful for your able assis-
tance!

We also had a great year otherwise at the 
VMT with new exhibits in the Advance Auto 
Parts Automotive Gallery, the opening of our 
expanded African-American Rail Heritage 
exhibit “From Cotton to Silk,” and contin-
ued improvements in our Aviation Gallery. 
Outside, we started construction on Track 4 

Virginian Station Update
Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon

We are happy to report that construction 
on our Virginian Station is proceeding 

at a good pace. At the last progress meeting 
with Spectrum and G&H on November 10, 
G&H Contracting, our contractor, reported 
they had completed 1/3 of Phase II. We are 
currently working with our attorneys and 
Carter Bank to establish needed construction 
loans. The Notice to Proceed with construc-
tion was issued on September 29, 2015, 
substantial completion is required by April 
27, 2016, and final completion is required 
by May 27, 2016. We’ll get our certificate 
of occupancy shortly after that. See a more 
through report on the Virginian Station in 
the 3rd Quarter 2015 Turntable Times. See 
the photos on the facing page.

Condolences
Chapter member Steve Smith's mother, 

Peggy Smith, passed away October 2. Gale 
McKinley's mother passed away recently and 
Michael Voiland's Grandmother also recently 
passed away. Please keep all three in your 
thoughts and prayers.

The Timetable
December 5 and 6 – Candy Cane Express 

at VMT. Volunteers needed to help with the 
operation - contact Gary Gray. www.vmt.org 

December 17 - Roanoke Chapter annual 
Holiday Gathering, 6 PM, Calvary Baptist 
Church.

July 19 - 24, 2016 - NRHS National 
Convention, Denver, Colorado. Info at www.
nrhs.com. For information on a private rail 
car trip to and from the convention contact 
Carl Jensen.

Programs
Roanoke Chapter is always interested in 

programs for our monthly meetings. If you 
have a program in mind, please contact 
Program Chairman Dorr Tucker.

Fall 2015 Mechanical Committee 
Report

Photos and article by Lewis Foster

The Mechanical Committee has stayed 
busy this fall, continuing work on sev-

eral projects. In locomotive news, since 
our last report our N&W GP-30 No. 522 has 
left for its visit to our friends at Southern 
Appalachia Railway Museum in Oak Ridge, 
TN. The 522 is receiving some repair work 
while in Tennessee and is already running 
better.

We’ve also been taking care of some 
deferred maintenance on our N&W Alco 
T-6 No. 41 that had finally started catching 
up with us. The fuel system has received 
a complete cleaning, including changing 
filters, draining the bottom of the tank, 
and inspecting and cleaning the injectors. 
We also took the opportunity to check over 
the brake system for some nagging issues, 
which we were able to resolve. 
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A spoof logo of the proposed consolidated NS 
and CP has been circulating.
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Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society was held on Thursday, 
November 18, 2015. The election was a "no-
contest" with all incumbents running for the 
five positions:

Jim Cosby
Gary Gray

Carl Jensen
Skip Salmon
Jeff Sanders

With no additional candidates, all were 
elected by acclamation. At the December 
Board meeting, the directors will elect the 
officers.

Board Of Directors
Our Chapter Board usually meets in the 

VMT Conference Room the first Tuesday of 
each month. Members are welcome.

President - Jeff Sanders
Vice-President - Gary Gray

Treasurer - Jim Cosby
Secretary - Lewis Foster

National Representative - Carl Jensen
Directors at Large:

Ken Miller
Skip Salmon
Steve Smith

Percy Wilkins

Membership Report
David Johnson, Membership Chairman

We have gained two new members since 
the last edition of Turntable Times: 

Jesse Bryant and Karen Evans.
Renewal notices will be in the mail by 

the time this article is published. Like last 
year, national dues must be paid separately 
from local dues. Information on how to 
renew will be forthcoming, but see below 
and see Carl Jensen’s report in this issue of 

Turntable Times for further information. 
Internet renewal is the preferred way to 
renew National. Local dues can be paid by 
returning the form from your renewal let-
ter with your check or sending the check 
in now at the address shown below. It is 
recommended that you keep a copy of proof 
of renewal for your national dues for your 
records. Please include notation for having 
paid national dues with your local renewal. 
National membership is required to be a 
member in good standing with our chapter.

Chapter Rates are:
Regular . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18.00
Family . . . . . . . . . . (each) 3.00
Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.00
Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.00 

Make checks payable to Roanoke Chapter, 
NRHS, and mail to:

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
ATTN: Membership Chairman

P.O. Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-3222

If you have any questions please contact 
me at membership.rcnrhs@gmail.com or 
call me at (434) 426-3133.

Holiday Gathering December 17
Roanoke Chapter’s annual Holiday 

Gathering is scheduled for 6 PM Thursday, 
December 17, at Calvary Baptist Church, 608 
Campbell Avenue, SW, Roanoke. Enter the 
building from the parking lot in the rear. 
Members and their families are invited to 
bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to go 
with Chapter-provided meat, drinks, paper 
products and utensils. Please plan to attend 
this joyous holiday event, our December 
“meeting.” This is mostly a social time with 
President Jeff Sanders giving the Chapter’s 
year in review report. Volunteers are needed 
to help with setup, beginning at 3 PM 
December 17. Questions? Contact Bonnie 
Molinary or Kathy Overholser.
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(next to our Railyard pavilion) which eventu-
ally will be covered like Track 1 in order to 
preserve more of our collection. In anticipa-
tion of that, we continue to work on the cos-
metic restoration of the GG-1.

We had hoped to have the preservation 
facility for 611, 1218 and 2156 underway by 
now, but our construction has been delayed 
waiting for a final decision from Amtrak 
on the Roanoke service. Hopefully, that 
decision will be finalized in the next few 
months.

Reflections On Cass
by Dorr Tucker

Recently, a profusely detailed book on 
the history and development of the 

Cass Scenic Railroad has come off the 
press. Titled CASS SCENIC RAILROAD Fifty 
Years a State Park, the book is a product of 

accomplished railway 
historians Tim Hensley 
and Bob Withers. Layout 
and design are by our 
Ken Miller, publisher of 
this newsletter. Before 
I go on to endorse their 
efforts I want to point 
out that I am not an 
authority on geared 

steam locomotives. To me they have about 
the same appeal as a Farmall tractor or 
Caterpillar bulldozer. Interesting, but only 
about 10% as exciting as a 4-8-4 pulling a 
main line all-Pullman passenger extra. Even 
a branch line mixed train loafing along at 20 
mph behind a 2-8-0 (or a 4-8-0) does more 
for me than any Shay or Heisler.

Yet, regardless of my discernible lack 
of interest in logging railroading, I found 
the book hard to put down as the authors 
have documented a wealth of knowledge 
spanning the spectrum of social as well as 
technical interest. Then too, my background 

as a native of the Mountain State plays a 
part. (Who else on the face of the earth was 
named for a person from Webster Springs?)

The book is dedicated to the legendary 
John P. Killoran, a native of Roncervete, 
WV, who had an illustrious career in West 
Virginia including the formation of the 
Collis P. Huntington Chapter of the NRHS 
in 1959. Incidentally, this was during the 
early days of Carl Jensen’s career with 
Norfolk and Western in nearby Portsmouth, 
Ohio. Needless to say, Carl joined in 
with Killoran and others with the new 
Chapter. Later Killoran worked for the West 
Virginia Department of Natural Resources 
and also served as director of the West 
Virginia Railroad Maintenance Authority. 
Unfortunately, he passed away at age 68 
after several decades in Alaska serving 
the FRA and as Director of Public Affairs 
for the Alaska District, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

My first visit to Cass was back in May 
1968 as Lloyd Lewis (1945-2015) and I 
drove over from the Star City in my folk’s 
1962 Mercury Comet. The occasion was the 
opening of the line all the way to the top 
of Bald Knob. A special train, unimagina-
tively named “The Mountaineer Limited,” 
would run from Hinton, on the C&O Main 
Line to Cass on the Greenbrier Subdivision. 
The 11-car passenger extra would be made 
up from various cuts of cars from both the 
eastbound and westbound sections of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON including cars from 
Louisville, Huntington, and Richmond plus 
one car off the B&O out of Parkersburg.

Although I enjoyed my ride up the moun-
tain ahead of Shays No. 5 & 7, my primary 
interest was to somehow sneak aboard the 
train which was spotted on the main track 
at Cass and perhaps get a ride or even get 
to sleep in one of the nine Pullmans in the 
consist. Thanks to none other than John 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 966-4809.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Monday, 

February 8, 2016. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
"I want one of those under my tree!" Visions of past Christmases 

abound in the dreams of all those little boys (and some girls!) of 
a brand new flashy locomotive under their tree. By this time next 
year, we will have reached a long, long awaited goal — that of the 
completion of our Virginian station. Perhaps we could have the 
1069 there for the dedication? June 24, 2015 Skip Salmon Photo

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 21. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

On our normal meeting night in December we are holding our 
annual Holiday Gathering, see details on the next page.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Meeting Notice

1 18

Killoran I was assigned to an upper berth 
for the night in the Mt. Broderick, a heavy-
weight 10-section lounge built in 1926 and 
owned by the Pullman Company until sold 
to the Kentucky Railway Museum in 1958. 
I distinctly remember Mr. Killoran dutifully 
advising me to tip the porter $2, my only 
fee for the night. After the episode at Cass 
I did get to ride the train to Hinton while 
Lloyd, gung-ho to get the photos, drove the 
Mercury. At Hinton we met up with Jeff 
Sanders and Harold Hunley along with the 
late Jack Stith and Steve Tarrant of The Old 
Dominion Chapter in Richmond.

With fond memories of this event, I pro-
ceeded to read the entire Cass book with 
great relish. It was interesting to note that 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper owned the 
Cass mill and railroad until 1942 and for 
many years prior to the great Depression a 
44 car pulpwood train was operated from 
Cass to Covington daily (except Sunday). 

Returning to 1968, I had the rare oppor-
tunity to ride the entire Greenbrier Cheat 
and Eastern subdivision of the Western 
Maryland from Elkins to Webster Springs, 
passing thru Spruce at an altitude of 3,850 
feet and only a short walk from the present 
day Cass line at Old Spruce. Among other 
Cass trivia in the book is the fact that Wilber 
and Orville Wright bought 500 feet of Cass 
Spruce for airplane construction back in 
1904! The book continues in great detail 
with a comprehensive text documenting the 
take over of the line by the state and the 
establishment of the park. Other trials and 
tribulations include the shop fire of 1972 
and the station fire of 1975. Many well-
known individuals associated with the town 
and railroad such as locomotive engineer 
Artie Barkley are recognized. 

 It would be a disservice for me to critique 
the voluminous data on the locomotives 
well described in the book. Nor do I need to 

John P. Killoran Photo, CP Huntington Collection
One of the special moves that Cass was famous for was the one-way deadhead of Heisler No. 6 on 
December 14, 1966. The No. 6 is making quite a show for the photographers leaving Marlington, WV. 
The destination is Cass, just 25 miles away. Today the 6 is out of service, the line she is on here, gone.
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

December 1 - Board Meeting
December 17 - Holiday Gathering
January 5 - Board Meeting
January 21 - Chapter Meeting
February 2 - Board Meeting
February 18 - General Meeting
March 1 - Board Meeting
March 17 - Chapter Meeting
April 5 - Board Meeting
April 21 - Chapter Meeting
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comment on the diverse selection of photos 
from many different eras of ownership and 
operations. However, I feel honored to be a 
part of this Mountain State History if only in a 
peripheral way.

Emergency Notification  
Phone Numbers

You may use these phone numbers to report 
emergencies or other conditions affecting 
railroad operations, including trespassers, van-
dalism, fires, defective equipment, etc. If at a 
railroad/highway grade crossing try to provide 
the unique crossing number/DOT number 
posted nearby.

Norfolk Southern. . . . . . 800-453-2530
CSX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-232-0144




