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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 3-4-5- 611 trips out of Roanoke
July 7 - Board Meeting
July 16 - Chapter Meeting
August 4 - Board Meeting
August 20 - Chapter Meeting
September 1 - Board Meeting
September 17 - Chapter Meeting
October 6 - Board Meeting
October 15 - Chapter Meeting
November 3 - Board Meeting
November 19 - Annual Meeting
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Richmond to the Western Maryland Scenic RR. 
$110 Adults. Steam engine 734. Old Dominion 
Chapter NRHS. Tickets@odcnrhs.org 

August 8 (Saturday) - Lynchburg Rail Day 
2015 train show. www.blueridgenrhs.org

Phone Numbers For Emergency 
Notification

You may use these telephone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions affect-
ing railroad operations, including trespassers, 
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc. If 
at a railroad/highway grade crossing try to pro-
vide the unique crossing number/DOT num-
ber posted nearby.

Norfolk Southern     800-453-2530
CSX    800-232-0144
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

August 7, 2015. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Back in steam, and on N&W rails! 611 is shown arriving at 

Woodall Road on N&W Rails, 1:44 pm, Saturday, May 30, 2015. 
Only 65 years and a day after she rolled out of Roanoke Shops and 
posed for the company photographers. Looking mighty fine as she 
is reborn, yet again. Photo by Kenneth L. Miller

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 
16. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. Winston 
Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the west end 
of the building on the track level.

The August meeting will be held Thursday, August 20.
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 

below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Meeting Notice
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He and his brother have all their father’s 
railroad related items.

Before 2156 arrived, a VMT employee or 
volunteer informed us to act fast in taking 
photos because the yellow rope would be 
lowered so people would have free range 
to explore up close and personal with the 
three. That would also be the opportunity 
for folks to visit 611’s cab. Shortly after 12 
Noon a freshly painted NS geep showed up 
on the NS mainline closest to VMT. Because 
of the curve on the track that 2156 would be 
positioned on, the move to join it with its 
comrades was painstaking slow as cameras 
of all types were positioned to record the 
moment. When the moment finally arrives, 
so does a guy who no one wants out there 
with the steamers. The man takes a few 
shots but takes his time getting out of the 
way despite some serious taunts from the 
audience.

The yellow rope was lowered about 10 
minutes later and the throng of humanity 
flowed towards the 611 for their cab visits. 
I didn’t opt for the cab visit but instead just 
fully took in the moment that so many of 
us Norfolk & Western steam fans had been 
hoping for since the mid seventies or longer. 
My main goal was to get a people-free shot 
of No. 2156. This goal was achieved about 15 
minutes before the museum closed for the 
day.

It was a weekend well spent. Thanks 
to Norfolk Southern, VMT, and lots of 
donors and volunteers, a beautiful machine 
returned to her adoring public and an 
extremely pumped up fan base. The weather 
was splendid and I guess everyone’s chase 
turned out safely and ticket free. I person-
ally heard no complaints with regards to the 
planned activities, including the excursion. 
Some did express minor disappointment 
with the Y6a’s late arrival to VMT. My under-
standing is it was supposed to be in place by 
8 AM. And, last but not least, like the Hall 
and Oats hit from the late seventies, Back 
Together Again, Class Y6a No. 2156, Class J 
No. 611, and Class A No. 1218 at home in 
the Star City of the South.

2nd Quarter 2015 Timetable
June 26, 27 and 28 – Former Southern 

Railway 4501 powers excursions from Bristol 
to Radford (Friday and Sunday) and Bulls 
Gap, TN (Saturday). www.tvrail.com 

July 3, 4 and 5 – 611 powered excursions 
from Roanoke to Lynchburg (mornings) and 
Walton (afternoons). www.fireup611.org. 
Please consider volunteering on these excur-
sions – contact Lewis Foster.

July 29–August 2 – C&O Historical Society 
annual conference, Staunton VA. More info 
at http://www.cohs.org/ 

August 1 – Charter bus trip from 

The "Big 3" reunited at Roanoke, May 31, 2015.
Skip Salmon photo 
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From The Editor

As this is written, in mid-June, the first 
excursion trips of the great 611 have 

been completed and we await the July 3, 4, 
and 5 half-day excursions from the Star City. 
Roanoke Chapter is heavily involved in staff-
ing these trips for VMT. Consider helping 
out if you can. It’s a lot of work but fun, too.

All of us should be thankful that Norfolk 
Southern through the 21st Century Steam 
program has enabled the return of 611 
to service after almost 21 years of being 
“stuffed and mounted.” NS gave the go-
ahead with the project, agreeing to host 
trips on its mainlines, and made a very large 
financial donation that really got the ball 
rolling on the restoration. Wick Moorman 
is the man responsible for this. Thanks to 
all those involved in the restoration work at 
Spencer, and while he is no longer directly 
involved in the Fireup611! Project, special 
thanks to Chapter member Preston Claytor 
for his direction and guidance. Also, Chapter 
director Gary Gray is in charge of the 611 
excursions for VMT.

The return to Roanoke of the N&W 2-8-
8-2 Class Y-6a No. 2156 is also because of 
Wick Moorman. After years of efforts by 
many people to have the 2156 come to 
Roanoke from the St. Louis Museum of 
Transportation, Wick presented them with 
an offer they couldn’t refuse. He had NS 
paint the museum’s 1939 demonstrator FT-A 
103 cab unit, painted and loaned the VMT’s 
FT B unit, and had NS paint the St Louis 
museum’s Union Pacific Centennial diesel 
unit. 2156 is on a five-year loan to VMT – 
hopefully it will become permanent.

Former Southern Railway 2-8-2 No. 
4501, owned by Tennessee Valley Railway 
Museum, returns to the area with excur-
sions from Bristol (with diesel assist) to 
Radford June 26 and 28 and to Bulls Gap, 

TN, June 27. This 1911-built engine kicked 
off the Southern steam program 50 years 
ago. See www.tvrail.com for more informa-
tion.

Former Nickel Plate Road 2-8-2 No. 765 
is also powering NS 21st Century Steam 
Program excursions this summer. See the Ft. 
Wayne Railroad Historical Society’s website 
for more information – www.fortwaynerail-
road.org.

Member Update
By Bonnie Molinary

Louis Newton is continuing rehab after a 
fall and hopes to do outings soon. Joe Fagan 
has actually improved, and has been in a 
long-term care facility for about a month 
in Charlottesville. The address is UVA 
Transitional Care Hospital, 2965 Ivy Road, 
Charlottesville, VA 22903. Carol Jensen has 
had surgery on her broken shoulder, and 
thanked us for the flowers sent. Michael 
Preston’s mother passed away in late April; 
our condolences to him and his family.

611 Excursions
Roanoke Chapter is helping to staff the 

VMT’s 611 excursions July 3, 4, and 5. 
Volunteers are needed as coach hosts and 
other jobs. If you can help please contact 
Paul V. Howell (First Class) or Lewis Foster.

611 Coming Home
By Lewis Foster

On May 30th, 2015, an event that 
Chapter members have been waiting 

for since 1994 occurred. The 611 returned 
to Roanoke, VA under her own power, fol-
lowing her first long-distance mainline trip 
in more than 20 years. Several members 
of the Chapter had the opportunity to ride 
along from Spencer, NC back to Roanoke, VA 
via the Southern to Lynchburg and the N&W 
over Blue Ridge. 
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4th & 5th. Be sure to be aboard as either a 
crew member or passenger and be sure to 
invite family and friends from abroad, the 
west coast, or even West Virginia!

Steam Royalty Returns To 
Roanoke

by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

When editor Overholser informed me 
that the second quarter Turntable 

Times would be running a bit behind sched-
ule, I decided to present my account of the 
Class J 611 activities along with the BIG 
THREE Event that occurred during the week-
end of May 30th and 31st.

Just as the event STREAMLINERS TO 
SPENCER was the railfan event for 2014, 
the return of N&W Class J No. 611 to her 
birthplace of Roanoke, Virginia, USA, alive 
and very well, was the railfan event for 
2015. With the return of Y6A No. 2156 to the 
same birthplace and to once again to be in 
the company of mates Class A No. 1218 and 
Class J No. 611, it was indeed a weekend to 
remember and cherish.

Like most railfans, I had plans as to what 
I would be doing and not be doing with 
respect to the pursuit of Norfolk Southern 
Excursion Train No. 957 from Spencer, NC, 
to Roanoke on May 30th. Since I had actively 
photographed 611 back in the eighties and 
early nineties, I saw no need for a vigorous 
chase. In the company of two other rail fans, 
I only secured six shots between Danville 
and Lynchburg. Since I was not driving, I 
had to be content, and I was.

As to be expected, people were every-
where, especially people not classified as 
railfans. I only saw one car pulled over by 
law enforcement, in the eastbound lane of 
US 460 near Villamont. Police were out there 
but not in force as if they were expecting 
something over the top to occur.

While at the service and crew change 

stop at Lynchburg’s Kinney Yard, a stranger 
motioned me to take a look at the cab of 611 
from ground level. He asked me what was 
wrong with what I saw. I responded – the 
ugly day-glow safety vests. He agreed but he 
also asked - where were the dirty and grimy 
shirts and work pants? With the exception 
of the work boots, everyone in the cab could 
have been ready to dine at a fine establish-
ment. I was really surprised and elated that 
non-NS employees were allowed at Kinney 
for 611’s stop.

Without question the area around 
Roanoke’s O. Winston Link Museum/N&W 
Passenger Station was ground zero as 611’s 
destination for that day. A few years ago 
when I reported on the 50th anniversary of 
the East Broad Top Railroad, I commented 
that I had never seen one railroad with so 
many different tee shirt designs. The same 
could be said for 611, too. Wow, what a vari-
ety.

Along with 611’s return under steam, it 
was also a reunion of sorts for the human 
equation. I saw people I have not seen since 
Norfolk Southern terminated its steam 
excursion program back in Nov. 1994. I 
enjoyed the short speeches and commentary 
that occurred between 530 and 6 PM.

Sunday, May 31st started out warm, 
sunny, and beautiful with railfans and rail-
roaders enthused about the three class of 
Norfolk & Western steam being together 
as a group for patrons to admire, photo-
graph, and hold conversation about. All of 
this occurred at The Virginia Museum of 
Transportation. 1218 and 611 were already 
in place and the crowd anxiously awaited 
the late arrival of 2156. While awaiting the 
arrival of the Y6A, I got into a conversation 
about the BIG THREE with a gentleman who 
noted that his father had the pleasure and 
honor of running all 14 of the J’s between 
Roanoke and Bluefield in passenger service. 



main area of the car and installed in the 
bathroom as well. Repairs to some of the 
upholstery in the car will also be required, 
mainly worn spots on the arm rests.

Roanoke Chapter Receives 
Dailey Foundation Grant

By Lewis Foster

The Roanoke Chapter is pleased to 
announce that it has been awarded a 

grant in the amount of $2,000 from the 
Tom E. Dailey foundation. The Mechanical 
Committee applied for a grant earlier this 
year towards the structural repairs on the 
Chapter’s former Great Northern Railway 
No. 1148 (Devils Lake) which will be nec-
essary to return the car to regular service. 
These involve repairs to the side sills and 
crash posts of the car, to ensure safe main 
line operation, and installation of new sheet 
metal along the bottom of both sides of the 
car once structural repairs are complete. 

Along with this work, the trucks and run-
ning gear of the car will receive some atten-
tion. Finally, the interior will be refurbished 
in the lunch counter area and remodeled in 
the former dormitory area to install a sec-
ond counter for souvenir sales. While this 
is a longer term project than work on our 
coaches, we want to make progress on the 
car as time and money permit. 

We extend our sincere thanks to the Tom 
E. Dailey Foundation and its board members 
for their support. Our goal is to have the 
1148 (and our other cars) out running where 
they can bring enjoyment to everyone and 
show another generation what rail travel is 
all about.

The Tom E. Dailey Foundation Inc. was 
established through an endowment by Tom 
Dailey, a senior executive in the payment 
processing industry for over 30 years. The 
Foundation was created as a way to support 
specific causes which are close to his heart 

and to share the blessings he has received. 
Grants are available to qualified organiza-
tions in several categories, including railroad 
heritage, in amounts up to $15,000. Since its 
creation in 2013, the Foundation has award-
ed grants totaling $380,300.

Circus Trains Pass Thru Roanoke 
And New River Valley

By Dorr Tucker

The 61-car Ringling Brothers Barnum and 
Bailey Blue Unit circus train raced into 

Roanoke at high noon on a gorgeous April 
21st this year. But, alas, the show was slated 
for Charleston, West Virginia, not the Star 
City. And, after refueling and a crew change 
at 12th Street, the CSX-powered assemblage 
headed on to Mullins and Deepwater. The 
show had encountered a few problems 
en-route from Fairfax including a raucous 
elephant that had to be put off en-route.

A similar incident occurred when the Blue 
Unit, heading to Richmond from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, stopped at the crest of the Eastern 
Continental Divide at the old Cambria Depot 
in Christiansburg on March 10th. A prize 
show horse had fallen ill and the distraught 
trainers aboard requested an immediate 
stop. The railway supervision aboard con-
tacted The Virginia/Maryland School of 
Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech and 
three veterinarians were dispatched to 
the old Cambria station, arriving at 8:10 
PM. During the almost two hour delay the 
State Route 111 crossing was protected by 
Christiansburg police officers while circus 
and railroad personal were served coffee by 
Meghan Dorsett, owner of the Cambria Toy 
Station located in the old Christiansburg 
depot. 

Those of you who missed this activity at 
the crest of the Eastern Continental Divide 
this past winter are reminded that the 611 
and train will top this grade this on July 3rd, 

We arrived (by various means) in Spencer, 
NC on the afternoon of Friday the 29th. 
Several of us took the opportunity to go to 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum 
and visit the 611 on her birthday. She was 
sitting on the track in front of the museum 
with the excursion train, steaming quietly 
and looking wonderful in new paint. There 
were quite a few onlookers, as well as crew 
members who were preparing for the next 
day’s trip. 

Early the next morning, we arrived at 
NCTM to board the train. It was a chance to 
catch up with many people that hadn’t seen 
each other in years. After boarding, the train 
pulled out of the yard and onto the main 
just before 8 am. 

The crowds along the line started out 
impressive and only got larger as we headed 
north. There were a number of people 
who had camped out the previous night at 
the bridge over the Yadkin River. Passing 
through Greensboro, and again at Danville, 
there were quite a few people waiting at 
the station. Once we got past Lynchburg the 
number of onlookers easily exceeded the 
local population and it was exciting to see 
the enthusiasm that was on display.

As the 611 begins her 3rd career and 
returns to excursion service, Chapter mem-
bers, rail fans, and citizens of Roanoke are 
excited to take part again in the great spec-
tacle of steam rail travel. We extend our 
thanks to everyone who had a hand in her 
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611 steams around the leg of the 
wye at Woodall Road in Lynchburg 
while Chapter members watch.

Skip Salmon photo 



restoration and return to service, and hope 
to see you on the train or trackside for years 
to come.

611 Coming Home, part 2
By Ken Miller

To add to Lewis’ story, Chapter mem-
bers had the opportunity to ride back 

from Lynchburg to Roanoke via a Chapter 
bus trip. This was organized rather quickly, 
with President Jeff Sanders arranging for 
transportation, and Carl and Carol Jensen 
handling the ticketing. This was a rare 
opportunity to ride behind 611 on her 
maiden voyage back to Roanoke. Only 50 
members and family responded to the trip. 
We left Roanoke at 10:00 am exactly on the 
advertised. We kept up with the progress of 
611 headed north from Spencer with texts 
and tracking information. We arrived in 
Lynchburg at the meal stop, just a little after 
11. The riders scattered among the three res-
taurants where we were made to feel quite 
welcome. With 611 having a late departure, 
we had more than enough time to eat and 
make the leisurely ride over to Woodall Road 
where the 611 would stop to take water.

After an operational stop near Evington 
for a hot box detector, the 611 finally arrived 
on N&W rails at 1:44 pm and looked stun-
ning as she pulled forward toward the fire 
hydrant. Naturally a good-sized crowd was 
on hand; in addition to our bus, VMT had 
run two buses for their board, donors, and 
volunteers. Since Woodall Road is a bit 
cramped on space, not a huge amount of 
vehicles can be accommodated there, but it 
was packed full.

We finally hit the road for Roanoke some-
time after 3 pm, I forgot to note the specif-
ics. It was a quiet ride; for those of us who 
had done the same ride on August 22, 1982, 
it was a time for some reflection on how 
things have changed. I wonder if any of us 

thought we’d ever be doing that almost 33 
years later? I certainly didn’t.

This ride was obviously old hat to some; 
however, my wife, Beth, had never ridden 
anything but a commuter train and the 
Strasburg Railroad in her life. So, this was 
her first train trip behind big steam and on a 
mainline. She found the navigation through 
the coaches to be a bit challenging with the 
rolling and bouncing along.

Everywhere along the way, as Lewis 
mentioned, people were in every nook and 
cranny. The traffic was amazing, and people 
were all along the way. It made me think of 
what I had read and seen on the introduc-
tion of the Class J in October 1941 when 
N&W paraded it across the system, and 
again with the introduction of the Powhatan 
Arrow in April 1946. The crowds were cer-
tainly out then as now, but is it going to be 
like the riders in 1946, that seemed to van-
ish from the rails in rapid numbers? 

Anyway, this was a day for celebration. 
Our arrival in Roanoke was welcomed by 
another huge crowd; I’d say it was compara-
ble to the crowd that was in place in August 
1982. However, in 1982, we pulled right in 
and stopped at the platform; today, we had 
to pull in, pull west almost to 5th Street, 
then back in to our spot.

After some speeches, using a lot of the 
same words and phrases that Bob Claytor 
spoke in 1982, the crowd was allowed to 
move on. Hopefully, this interest in the 611 
will hold and riders will be present for all 
her trips, and for Amtrak in Roanoke in the 
future.

Virginian Station Update
By Skip Salmon

Phase II to finish current restoration was 
advertised May 31 and a non-mandatory 
pre-bid meeting was held June 4 at Spectrum 
Design for our prospective bidders. The bids 
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National) please do so now.
We have three new members 

who have joined since the last 
edition. Please welcome Jeffry 
Lisowski, Sarah Johnson, and 
Nicholas (Nick) Medovich.

If you have any questions 
about your membership or to 
refer someone as a new member 
please contact me at member-
ship.rcnrhs@gmail.com or call 
me at (434) 426-3133

2nd Quarter Mechanical 
Committee Report

By Lewis Foster

It has been a busy spring 
at 9th Street since the last Mechanical 

Department report. Work is well underway 
on coach 537, refurbishing it for excursion 
service. Work completed to date includes 
removing and repairing the generator and 
fuel tank, removal of several pieces of out 
of service equipment under the car and 
in the vestibules, removal of the old (out 
of service) standby power equipment, and 
removal of the restroom interior. A new 
electric water raising pump has been hung 
under the car and new plumbing roughed 
in from the water tank to the bathroom. A 
new breaker panel has been installed in the 
electrical locker to handle the increased load 
of the pump and single-point water heater 
for the sink. 

Several weak spots in the floor that 
were causing cracked floor tiles have been 
repaired and the entire floor in the bath-
room has been replaced. A survey of the 
floor has been completed and all cracked / 
weak / loose tiles have been removed for 
reinstallation or replacement. The process 
of pulling each window and replacing the 
frame to car body gaskets has started, with 
approximately 50% of the windows now 

complete. The old gaskets were getting 
cracked and brittle and were causing rust in 
the side sheets around the windows. One 
piece of glass that was badly fogged is being 
replaced, as well.

Next, we plan to finish the installation 
of the sink and toilet in the bathroom and 
a new waste tank under the car (the 537 
was never upgraded with a holding tank). 
The walls in the bathroom will be painted, 
along with touch up paint in several places 
in the main seating area of the car. The floor 
tile with be patched where necessary in the 
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Interior (above) and exterior (below) work in progress on coach 537. 
Window gasket work, floor repairs and body work are in progress.

Lewis Foster photos



for Phase II are to be in by 2 PM June 24. 
This will start the clock on our effort to fin-
ish the project.

N&W No. 2156 Headed To 
Roanoke

TRAINS News Wire, May 4, 2015
St. LOUIS – Norfolk & Western Y6a No. 

2156 will begin the long, slow, journey back 
home to Roanoke, Va., on Saturday, May 9. 
It will begin a five-year visit — arriving in 
time for Class J No. 611’s return to operating 
condition.

The giant, articulated locomotive will 
leave the Museum of Transportation on 
Union Pacific tracks and transfer to Norfolk 
Southern rails for the journey east, museum 
officials said in an announcement via the 
National Railway Historical Society. NS 
officials confirmed the announcement on 
Monday. The locomotive will go dead-in-tow 
at 25 mph via Decatur, Ill., Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Bellevue, Ohio, before heading south to 
travel home rails through the heart of West 
Virginia coal country made famous by O. 
Winston Link’s night action photos of N&W 
steam. Link’s scenes recorded memorable 
images of the Y6 class on the point of and 
pushing coal trains.

No. 2156’s train will not adhere to a 
schedule and will move day or night. The 
trip is expected to take as much as a week, 
depending on traffic. The consist will 
include NS office car No. 20, the Ohio, the 
newly painted canteen car for No. 611, 
VMTX No. 250001, and Roanoke Chapter 
tool car No. 1407, also in fresh N&W paint.

The St. Louis museum agreed to loan 
the locomotive to the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, which is loaning the St. 
Louis museum its FTB diesel unit.

The 2-8-8-2 was built in 1942 in Roanoke 
and retired in 1959. Its return has been 
greatly anticipated with the restoration of 

No. 611 almost completed and its home-
coming trip from Spencer, N.C., set for May 
30. When No. 611 arrives, the magnificent 
three locomotives of the N&W, the Class A 
No. 1218, the Class J, and the Class Y will be 
reunited for the first time in one place in 
more than 50 years.

2156 Comes Home
by Ken Miller

Tuesday May 12 represented a major 
event for me, perhaps even a bit more 

significant on a personal level than 611. I 
had been a campaigner back in 1979-81 for 
the return of the Y6a No. 2156 from its St. 
Louis home of many years to bring it back 
to Roanoke. I was delighted to hear that at 
least a lease had been worked out to allow 
her to leave for a visit. 

Back in 1981, the Chapter sponsored a 
bumper sticker (which I designed) campaign 
to “Free the Y6a.” My how those times have 
changed - I did the artwork with old pho-
toset type pasted up on a drawing board, it 
probably took an hour plus. Today, it can be 
created for print on the computer in short 
order. I may still have the original artwork 
somewhere in the files, but certainly I do 
still have two or three of the bumper stick-
ers. I considered bringing some out to wel-
come the 2156 to town, but the issue of dig-
ging them out prevented that process.

Again, in a nod to technology, we were 
able to know the location of 2156 in her 
special move almost to the milepost as it 
happened. That would have been unheard 
of in 1980! In speculating with one of 
my NS contacts, we had determined that 
the 2156 should hit the Radford Division 
sometime on Tuesday, depending on condi-
tions. Sure enough, she left Bluefield that 
morning. I made my plan to hit the road 
for an extended lunch hour and headed 
west to Vicker. Technology struck again; I 
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flat end lightweight tavern observation 
lounge, a Southern lightweight dining car, 
a Southern heavyweight Pullman, and a 
Southern 14-4 lightweight Pullman. Another 
dirty looking PRR box express brought up 
the rear. Next was local train 24 at 3:25 PM 
with about three cars behind a K2a locomo-
tive. (I had missed westbound local No. 23 at 
2:45 PM.)         

Promptly at 4:30 that afternoon a former 
C&O S1 0-8-0 spotted the consist for train 
No. 2 on track 1, adjacent to Shenandoah 
Avenue. Two head end cars including a RPO 
express, one modernized PG heavyweight 
coach followed by a heavyweight 10 sec. 
1 Compt 1 D.R sleeper, a Budd built light-
weight class S1 10-6 sleeper (like our Scioto 
County), and a class De heavyweight diner 
made up the all Tuscan red consist. These 
dining cars as well as other N&W diners at 
that time were signified by Virginia Etna 
Springs (of Vinton) water bottles promi-
nently placed on each table. About 30 min-
utes before Valley train No. 2’s 6:40 PM 
departure a K2a locomotive arrived from 
Shaffers Crossing. Prior to this two local 
trains, both K2a powered arrived, including 
No. 7 from Norfolk at 5:30 and No. 10 from 
Bristol at 6:10 PM. Soon, a light class J from 
Shaffers arrived protecting the arrival of 
The Powhatan Arrow at 6:35 PM. (But was 
it a day when the locomotive ran thru to 
Norfolk?) 

When No. 26 arrived on track 2 there was 
a scurry of activity as a little S1, coupled to 
the tavern-lounge- observation, pulled to the 
west, then headed down set out track 3 to 
pick up an extra P-3 58 seat coach (like our 
537) to cover an assembly of sailors going 
to Norfolk (remember this was Korean War 
days). The last train that I was old enough 
to stay up for that memorable day was No. 
3, The Pocahontas, arriving from Norfolk at 
7:27 PM and heading out to Cincinnati at 

7:50. At that time the train carried a heavy-
weight 10 section lounge car that operated 
between Norfolk and Chicago as well as 
three lightweight Budd built 10-6 Pullmans 
similar to our Scioto County. I didn’t remem-
ber seeing the arrival of three car train 12 
from Winston Salem at 6:30 PM from my 
vantage point at the hotel. But I did sneak a 
look when No. 17, The Birmingham Special, 
arrived precisely at 9:01 PM.

I don’t remember No. 611 that day from 
the Hotel. That number was simply one of 
14 in the series with three others with high-
er numbers. Strangely enough, I was always 
on the lookout for No. 613 which to my 
childish mind was the oddball of the group. 
However, with my parents detouring by 
the passenger station almost every Sunday 
after church in 1952 and 1953, to see The 
Tennessean, I can surmise that I probably 
saw all 14 of our magnificent Roanoke- built 
passenger locomotives. 

Membership Report
by David Johnson, Membership Chairman

As of March 25, 2015, the current Chapter 
membership stands at 168. According 

to our record 112 members have paid their 
National dues and are members in good 
standing. Our record may not be accurate 
due to online National renewal. The nation-
al organization has not sent a list of renew-
als since January of this year. National dues 
are required to be a Chapter member in good 
standing. If you have not paid your National 
dues please do so as soon as possible. They 
can be paid online at www.nrhs.com/mem-
bership/renew. If you renew online please 
send me an email confirming payment. 
Also, if you have not renewed your Chapter 
dues for 2015 you will no longer be consid-
ered members and will no longer receive 
the Turntable Times or email updates. If 
you haven’t renewed (both Chapter and 



was unable to find my battery charger for 
the DSLR, and Best Buy did not have any in 
stock (checked via the internet!). The only 
choice I had was to take my iPhone and its 
camera, once again, never even thought of 
in 1980. I arrived at Vicker and had only a 
short wait before the special train arrived. 
What impressed me was the loud clanking 
of the rods, which is a hallmark of all the 
old recordings. It sounded great!

I drove on to catch up with them again, 
and this time technology came into play. As 
I was driving through Christiansburg, my 
phone rang; it was one of my pals, retired 
NS Dispatcher Tommy Duncan, calling 
from the cab of 2156. He could not really 
hear me due to the rod clank, but told me 
where they were. Again, who would have 
thought of getting a phone call from the cab 
of a steam locomotive in 1980? I stopped 
just east of Elliston and by chance we had 
a meet with a westbound freight. Casually 
riding down the road, I caught them once 
again near Glenvar. By this time, I had to 
leave them and return to work, but the best 
memory of the trip is the clanking of rods 
and how the technology made such an easy 
meet possible.

Our sincere thanks to Norfolk Southern 
and Wick Moorman who arranged the loan 
of the 2156 and especially thanks to the St. 
Louis folks for their cooperation in loan-
ing the 2156. Now, lets try and work out 
something to make this a longer term lease, 
please!

Report of Spring Conference, 
Advisory Council and Board of 
Directors April 18, 2015 in York, 
PA.

By Carl Jensen, Chapter Advisory Council 
Representative

RailCamp – both camps are full with 4 
applicants over for the east. All camp 

partners who provide their facilities and 
education presentations are back again this 
year. Funding is short for scholarships but 
some judicious adjustments in available 
money have allowed us to cover all appli-
cants’ tuition. There is still a long term need 
for money to rebuild the funds for scholar-
ships.

Heritage Grants status - The amount of 
money to be allocated to this program had 
not been determined at the time of the 
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The High Iron Company. Yes folks, this was 
the inspiration for my personalized license 
plate. The proposed race garnered a lot of 
discussion and attention from a host of dig-
nitaries that included Altoona city officials, 
Senators, Congressmen, and of course opera-
tional management with Penn Central and 
Amtrak. The proposal called for three races. 
The ABC Network was planning to cover and 
film two of the three races. From my under-
standing, former Nickel Plate Road No. 759 
owned by Steamtown and Ross Rowland’s 
former Reading Company T-1 No. 2102 were 
to be the contestants. After much discus-
sion with the above-mentioned officials, it 
was decided a race was not in the interest of 
Penn Central, which was in deep bankruptcy 
at that time. Tying up an important piece of 
railroad for a non-essential endeavor just did 
not make good business sense. The ultimate 
decision maker was Mr. William H. Moore, 
Penn Central’s president and chief operating 
officer. I got the feeling had Penn Central 
been in a healthier financial position, that 
decision might have swung the other way.

Recollections Of The 611
by Dorr Tucker

On May 11, 1958, my older brother and 
I headed out in his two-tone 1957 Ford 

Fairlane convertible to the 29th Street NW 
home of Mr. Martin T. Wilbourne, senior 
machinist at Shaffers Crossing. At 2 PM 
on that quiet Sunday he gave us a tour of 
Norfolk and Western motive power in the 
final months of steam operations in the 
Roanoke area. At that time the roundhouse 
formed a complete circle filled with over a 
dozen stored, out of service, class Y 2000s 
and 2100s. We watched the 2056 push cars 
over the hump and noted several S1a 200s 
quietly awaiting the call on the ready track 
near the Lubritorium. Nearby was No. 126, a 
class K2 4-8-2 that was slated to head out on 

a Norfolk Division work train early Monday 
morning. Another passenger locomotive on 
the ready track, Class J 4-8-4 No. 611, would 
go out on No. 3, The Pocahontas, that eve-
ning. For some reason Mr. Wilbourne chose 
that locomotive as the site for our photo 
session of the day. Little did I know, when 
I climbed into the cab, that some 25 years 
later in 1983 I would ride the 611 at track 
speed out of Williamson on a train known 
as the Independence Limited. And as our 
Chapter’s Master Mechanic of the 1970’s & 
80s, the late L. Jack White would often say, 
“If the good Lord is willing and the creek 
doesn’t rise” I will be riding behind our 
iconic Northern on Independence Day 2015. 
Only 57 years after Mr. Wilbourne’s prophet-
ic Shaffers Crossing tour!

Did I See The 611 From Hotel 
Roanoke In ’51?

by Dorr Tucker

Some six and a half years before the 
Shaffers Crossing tour (see above), on 

December 2, 1951, the day before my family 
moved into a rented house off Peters Creek 
road, I put my 55 lb. body to good use at 
Hotel Roanoke. Arriving at the hotel around 
2 in the afternoon, we were situated in a 
third floor room facing Shenandoah Avenue 
and the tracks! Immediately, I glued myself 
to a wide window sill where I remained 
until around nine that night. And what a 
show was in store for me!

At 2:47 PM No. 46, the eastbound 
Tennessean, arrived some 45 minutes late 
on station track 4. Powered by a J class loco-
motive, the consist included several stan-
dard Southern storage mail cars, Southern 
lightweight baggage mail “Grand Junction,“ 
a faded Pennsylvania box express car, a 
Southern modernized heavyweight com-
bine, an N&W class Pg coach in Tuscan Red, 
2 Southern lightweight coaches, a Southern 

Y6a 2156 rolls eastbound at Elliston.
Kenneth L. Miller photo
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meeting, as grant funds are allocated annu-
ally and depend heavily on donations.

E-mail effectiveness – several National 
Representatives expressed the opinion that 
many members are not getting correspon-
dence from National on-line or by mail. 
Plans are underway to mail out membership 
cards and to include a request for personal 
e-mail addresses from all members as well 
as a letter from the President on the state 
of the NRHS, particularly financial and 
membership records. Members should have 
received this mailing within the last week in 
May.

By-Laws changes were discussed at both 
Advisory Council and Board Of Directors 
meetings which will provide for the presi-
dent and VP both be 2-term limit, then out 
one term. Existing by-laws had no term 
limits for these offices, which many, includ-
ing me, felt was wrong. Also the number of 
meetings for the board and Advisory Council 
will only be required to meet at least twice 
per year instead of the current by-laws pro-
vision of four meetings. This does not pre-
clude calling of additional meetings as need-
ed, and which will probably happen. One of 
the main reasons for changing the number 
of meetings is the personal cost for board 
and advisory council members to attend 
the current required 4 meetings. National 
conventions will not have to be sponsored 
by a chapter (recent ones haven’t anyway). 
Proxies were sent to all members for formal 
vote of approval at the Membership Meeting 
at the National Convention in June. If you 
send in your proxies, I urge your favorable 
vote on these bylaws changes.

NRHS Financial condition – It was report-
ed all old bills have been paid up and cur-
rent expenses being met. However, overall 
financial condition is still very thin, and 
we are into the low-income part of the year 
(dues are the biggest single income and they 

are still months away from renewal time). 
Reportedly, the NRHS Fund, established last 
year as a shield of money from NRHS, has 
not had to send any moneys to NRHS yet 
and has about $38,000. 

 We are completely out of Fernley & 
Fernley, although they are handling the 2015 
convention reservations and ticketing. This 
will end in June with the convention and 
we will be fully out from them. The official 
address is no longer with them, and is cur-
rently at the office of John Fiorilla the gen-
eral council.

The BOD approved the purchase of Sage 
50 license system for all financial records 
which have been pulled from Fernley & 
Fernley as of April 15 and the temporary 
accounting firm being used since early this 
year has been at work getting the Fernley 
records straightened out. The Treasurer and 
Controller have acquired QuickBooks to do 
the accounting.

A new software program called Amelia was 
been approved by the Executive Committee 
to handle membership matters. We have a 
new membership application on line but not 
in print yet. Renewed membership totals 
between 5,000 to 6,000 out of 10,000 last 
year (65% renewal rate).

Next Meeting will be at the National 
Convention in Rutland VT, June 17.

An Update On Amtrak’s Return 
To Roanoke

Sometime in 2017, now about two years 
away, is the date for the return of Amtrak 

passenger train service to Roanoke. The 
Northeast Regional train that currently 
originates/terminates in Lynchburg will be 
extended to Roanoke, on the present sched-
ule, with an early morning departure and 
late evening arrival back in Roanoke. 

Before any track or platform construction 
to accommodate the new train can begin the 

Trout Run culvert needs to be strengthened. 
This brick lined underground stream pas-
sageway runs parallel to Norfolk Avenue, the 
David and Susan Goode Railwalk, and the 
NS tracks through downtown Roanoke. For 
the last few months, construction on this 
project, known as the Trout Run Drainage 
Structure Improvements for Passenger Rail 
Station Platform Norfolk Avenue, has been 
underway. Now, as of early June, work on 
this first phase of Amtrak’s return is almost 
complete. Extending some 1800 feet, con-
struction crews installed a metal culvert 
below the top brick arch of the culvert and 
then pumped grout into the void between 
the two. Workers worked inside the brick-
lined “tunnel” to do this. This makes a very 
sturdy structure, able to support trains.

A recent Roanoke Times story reported 
that the city had not received as much grant 
money as requested toward the construc-
tion of a proposed new multi-modal bus/
train station in the downtown area but this 
will not affect the startup of Amtrak service. 
David Foster had an excellent article on this 
station project in the 1st Quarter issue of 
Turntable Times.

With this preliminary work almost com-
pleted, when will the real work of construct-
ing tracks and a platform begin? No dates 
have yet been announced.

Mixed Freight
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Like many of you, I was elated upon read-
ing the news of Class J No. 611 returning 

to Roanoke on May 30th along with see-
ing the full Norfolk Southern 21st Century 
Steam schedule for 2015. My elation was 
somewhat short lived. About ten minutes 
into reading the email, I thought about our 
beloved Dave Helmer and how it would 
have been great for him to be a part of the 
celebration. The news of his passing on 

February 24th was a real blow. As I men-
tioned before, I got acquainted with a num-
ber of Roanoke Chapter members during 
the 1977 National NRHS Convention held in 
Roanoke. The Helmers were the first people 
I met where the entire family was involved 
with the Chapter and railroading as a hobby 
in general. He always greeted me with a 
warm smile and firm handshake.

While looking thru my collection of 
Norfolk & Western Magazines, I came across 
an issue I had completely forgotten about. 
The November 1981 issue featured a story 
entitled “Return of the J.” It gave an account 
of 611’s history and the project of restoring 
it to operational condition. The 611 depart-
ed Roanoke for Birmingham via Bristol and 
Chattanooga on October 23rd. With four 
loaded coal hopper cars for braking power, it 
arrived in Birmingham on October 25th.

2015 marks 45 years since the N&W 
Class A No. 1218 arrived in Roanoke from 
Steamtown back in 1970. March 1st of this 
year also marked 45 years since the cre-
ation of Burlington Northern which in turn 
merged with Santa Fe Railway 20 years ago 
this summer to create Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railway. 

Before he passed away many years ago, 
the late editor of Trains magazine was quot-
ed as saying “Every magazine is new until 
you read it.” I often purchase old railroad 
related magazines at model and prototype 
railroad events. A few months back I pur-
chased a September 1972 issue of Railroad 
Model Craftsman to read three articles. 
One was on the Southern, one was on early 
Amtrak at that time, and the third was one 
of my favorite railfan locations, Horseshoe 
Curve. Of all the subject matter I have read 
about Horseshoe Curve, I was surprised to 
read that back in the autumn of 1972, there 
were High hopes of a Great Locomotive Race 
to be operated on The Curve sponsored by 
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meeting, as grant funds are allocated annu-
ally and depend heavily on donations.

E-mail effectiveness – several National 
Representatives expressed the opinion that 
many members are not getting correspon-
dence from National on-line or by mail. 
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was unable to find my battery charger for 
the DSLR, and Best Buy did not have any in 
stock (checked via the internet!). The only 
choice I had was to take my iPhone and its 
camera, once again, never even thought of 
in 1980. I arrived at Vicker and had only a 
short wait before the special train arrived. 
What impressed me was the loud clanking 
of the rods, which is a hallmark of all the 
old recordings. It sounded great!

I drove on to catch up with them again, 
and this time technology came into play. As 
I was driving through Christiansburg, my 
phone rang; it was one of my pals, retired 
NS Dispatcher Tommy Duncan, calling 
from the cab of 2156. He could not really 
hear me due to the rod clank, but told me 
where they were. Again, who would have 
thought of getting a phone call from the cab 
of a steam locomotive in 1980? I stopped 
just east of Elliston and by chance we had 
a meet with a westbound freight. Casually 
riding down the road, I caught them once 
again near Glenvar. By this time, I had to 
leave them and return to work, but the best 
memory of the trip is the clanking of rods 
and how the technology made such an easy 
meet possible.

Our sincere thanks to Norfolk Southern 
and Wick Moorman who arranged the loan 
of the 2156 and especially thanks to the St. 
Louis folks for their cooperation in loan-
ing the 2156. Now, lets try and work out 
something to make this a longer term lease, 
please!
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money to be allocated to this program had 
not been determined at the time of the 

9 6

The High Iron Company. Yes folks, this was 
the inspiration for my personalized license 
plate. The proposed race garnered a lot of 
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nitaries that included Altoona city officials, 
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The ABC Network was planning to cover and 
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standing, former Nickel Plate Road No. 759 
owned by Steamtown and Ross Rowland’s 
former Reading Company T-1 No. 2102 were 
to be the contestants. After much discus-
sion with the above-mentioned officials, it 
was decided a race was not in the interest of 
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not make good business sense. The ultimate 
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Penn Central’s president and chief operating 
officer. I got the feeling had Penn Central 
been in a healthier financial position, that 
decision might have swung the other way.
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final months of steam operations in the 
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formed a complete circle filled with over a 
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and 2100s. We watched the 2056 push cars 
over the hump and noted several S1a 200s 
quietly awaiting the call on the ready track 
near the Lubritorium. Nearby was No. 126, a 
class K2 4-8-2 that was slated to head out on 

a Norfolk Division work train early Monday 
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go out on No. 3, The Pocahontas, that eve-
ning. For some reason Mr. Wilbourne chose 
that locomotive as the site for our photo 
session of the day. Little did I know, when 
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later in 1983 I would ride the 611 at track 
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“If the good Lord is willing and the creek 
doesn’t rise” I will be riding behind our 
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Did I See The 611 From Hotel 
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December 2, 1951, the day before my family 
moved into a rented house off Peters Creek 
road, I put my 55 lb. body to good use at 
Hotel Roanoke. Arriving at the hotel around 
2 in the afternoon, we were situated in a 
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to a wide window sill where I remained 
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Tennessean, arrived some 45 minutes late 
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Southern modernized heavyweight com-
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for Phase II are to be in by 2 PM June 24. 
This will start the clock on our effort to fin-
ish the project.

N&W No. 2156 Headed To 
Roanoke

TRAINS News Wire, May 4, 2015
St. LOUIS – Norfolk & Western Y6a No. 

2156 will begin the long, slow, journey back 
home to Roanoke, Va., on Saturday, May 9. 
It will begin a five-year visit — arriving in 
time for Class J No. 611’s return to operating 
condition.

The giant, articulated locomotive will 
leave the Museum of Transportation on 
Union Pacific tracks and transfer to Norfolk 
Southern rails for the journey east, museum 
officials said in an announcement via the 
National Railway Historical Society. NS 
officials confirmed the announcement on 
Monday. The locomotive will go dead-in-tow 
at 25 mph via Decatur, Ill., Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Bellevue, Ohio, before heading south to 
travel home rails through the heart of West 
Virginia coal country made famous by O. 
Winston Link’s night action photos of N&W 
steam. Link’s scenes recorded memorable 
images of the Y6 class on the point of and 
pushing coal trains.

No. 2156’s train will not adhere to a 
schedule and will move day or night. The 
trip is expected to take as much as a week, 
depending on traffic. The consist will 
include NS office car No. 20, the Ohio, the 
newly painted canteen car for No. 611, 
VMTX No. 250001, and Roanoke Chapter 
tool car No. 1407, also in fresh N&W paint.

The St. Louis museum agreed to loan 
the locomotive to the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation, which is loaning the St. 
Louis museum its FTB diesel unit.

The 2-8-8-2 was built in 1942 in Roanoke 
and retired in 1959. Its return has been 
greatly anticipated with the restoration of 

No. 611 almost completed and its home-
coming trip from Spencer, N.C., set for May 
30. When No. 611 arrives, the magnificent 
three locomotives of the N&W, the Class A 
No. 1218, the Class J, and the Class Y will be 
reunited for the first time in one place in 
more than 50 years.

2156 Comes Home
by Ken Miller

Tuesday May 12 represented a major 
event for me, perhaps even a bit more 

significant on a personal level than 611. I 
had been a campaigner back in 1979-81 for 
the return of the Y6a No. 2156 from its St. 
Louis home of many years to bring it back 
to Roanoke. I was delighted to hear that at 
least a lease had been worked out to allow 
her to leave for a visit. 

Back in 1981, the Chapter sponsored a 
bumper sticker (which I designed) campaign 
to “Free the Y6a.” My how those times have 
changed - I did the artwork with old pho-
toset type pasted up on a drawing board, it 
probably took an hour plus. Today, it can be 
created for print on the computer in short 
order. I may still have the original artwork 
somewhere in the files, but certainly I do 
still have two or three of the bumper stick-
ers. I considered bringing some out to wel-
come the 2156 to town, but the issue of dig-
ging them out prevented that process.

Again, in a nod to technology, we were 
able to know the location of 2156 in her 
special move almost to the milepost as it 
happened. That would have been unheard 
of in 1980! In speculating with one of 
my NS contacts, we had determined that 
the 2156 should hit the Radford Division 
sometime on Tuesday, depending on condi-
tions. Sure enough, she left Bluefield that 
morning. I made my plan to hit the road 
for an extended lunch hour and headed 
west to Vicker. Technology struck again; I 
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flat end lightweight tavern observation 
lounge, a Southern lightweight dining car, 
a Southern heavyweight Pullman, and a 
Southern 14-4 lightweight Pullman. Another 
dirty looking PRR box express brought up 
the rear. Next was local train 24 at 3:25 PM 
with about three cars behind a K2a locomo-
tive. (I had missed westbound local No. 23 at 
2:45 PM.)         

Promptly at 4:30 that afternoon a former 
C&O S1 0-8-0 spotted the consist for train 
No. 2 on track 1, adjacent to Shenandoah 
Avenue. Two head end cars including a RPO 
express, one modernized PG heavyweight 
coach followed by a heavyweight 10 sec. 
1 Compt 1 D.R sleeper, a Budd built light-
weight class S1 10-6 sleeper (like our Scioto 
County), and a class De heavyweight diner 
made up the all Tuscan red consist. These 
dining cars as well as other N&W diners at 
that time were signified by Virginia Etna 
Springs (of Vinton) water bottles promi-
nently placed on each table. About 30 min-
utes before Valley train No. 2’s 6:40 PM 
departure a K2a locomotive arrived from 
Shaffers Crossing. Prior to this two local 
trains, both K2a powered arrived, including 
No. 7 from Norfolk at 5:30 and No. 10 from 
Bristol at 6:10 PM. Soon, a light class J from 
Shaffers arrived protecting the arrival of 
The Powhatan Arrow at 6:35 PM. (But was 
it a day when the locomotive ran thru to 
Norfolk?) 

When No. 26 arrived on track 2 there was 
a scurry of activity as a little S1, coupled to 
the tavern-lounge- observation, pulled to the 
west, then headed down set out track 3 to 
pick up an extra P-3 58 seat coach (like our 
537) to cover an assembly of sailors going 
to Norfolk (remember this was Korean War 
days). The last train that I was old enough 
to stay up for that memorable day was No. 
3, The Pocahontas, arriving from Norfolk at 
7:27 PM and heading out to Cincinnati at 

7:50. At that time the train carried a heavy-
weight 10 section lounge car that operated 
between Norfolk and Chicago as well as 
three lightweight Budd built 10-6 Pullmans 
similar to our Scioto County. I didn’t remem-
ber seeing the arrival of three car train 12 
from Winston Salem at 6:30 PM from my 
vantage point at the hotel. But I did sneak a 
look when No. 17, The Birmingham Special, 
arrived precisely at 9:01 PM.

I don’t remember No. 611 that day from 
the Hotel. That number was simply one of 
14 in the series with two others with higher 
numbers. Strangely enough, I was always 
on the lookout for No. 613 which to my 
childish mind was the oddball of the group. 
However, with my parents detouring by 
the passenger station almost every Sunday 
after church in 1952 and 1953, to see The 
Tennessean, I can surmise that I probably 
saw all 14 of our magnificent Roanoke- built 
passenger locomotives. 

Membership Report
by David Johnson, Membership Chairman

As of March 25, 2015, the current Chapter 
membership stands at 168. According 

to our record 112 members have paid their 
National dues and are members in good 
standing. Our record may not be accurate 
due to online National renewal. The nation-
al organization has not sent a list of renew-
als since January of this year. National dues 
are required to be a Chapter member in good 
standing. If you have not paid your National 
dues please do so as soon as possible. They 
can be paid online at www.nrhs.com/mem-
bership/renew. If you renew online please 
send me an email confirming payment. 
Also, if you have not renewed your Chapter 
dues for 2015 you will no longer be consid-
ered members and will no longer receive 
the Turntable Times or email updates. If 
you haven’t renewed (both Chapter and 



restoration and return to service, and hope 
to see you on the train or trackside for years 
to come.

611 Coming Home, part 2
By Ken Miller

To add to Lewis’ story, Chapter mem-
bers had the opportunity to ride back 

from Lynchburg to Roanoke via a Chapter 
bus trip. This was organized rather quickly, 
with President Jeff Sanders arranging for 
transportation, and Carl and Carol Jensen 
handling the ticketing. This was a rare 
opportunity to ride behind 611 on her 
maiden voyage back to Roanoke. Only 50 
members and family responded to the trip. 
We left Roanoke at 10:00 am exactly on the 
advertised. We kept up with the progress of 
611 headed north from Spencer with texts 
and tracking information. We arrived in 
Lynchburg at the meal stop, just a little after 
11. The riders scattered among the three res-
taurants where we were made to feel quite 
welcome. With 611 having a late departure, 
we had more than enough time to eat and 
make the leisurely ride over to Woodall Road 
where the 611 would stop to take water.

After an operational stop near Evington 
for a hot box detector, the 611 finally arrived 
on N&W rails at 1:44 pm and looked stun-
ning as she pulled forward toward the fire 
hydrant. Naturally a good-sized crowd was 
on hand; in addition to our bus, VMT had 
run two buses for their board, donors, and 
volunteers. Since Woodall Road is a bit 
cramped on space, not a huge amount of 
vehicles can be accommodated there, but it 
was packed full.

We finally hit the road for Roanoke some-
time after 3 pm, I forgot to note the specif-
ics. It was a quiet ride; for those of us who 
had done the same ride on August 22, 1982, 
it was a time for some reflection on how 
things have changed. I wonder if any of us 

thought we’d ever be doing that almost 33 
years later? I certainly didn’t.

This ride was obviously old hat to some; 
however, my wife, Beth, had never ridden 
anything but a commuter train and the 
Strasburg Railroad in her life. So, this was 
her first train trip behind big steam and on a 
mainline. She found the navigation through 
the coaches to be a bit challenging with the 
rolling and bouncing along.

Everywhere along the way, as Lewis 
mentioned, people were in every nook and 
cranny. The traffic was amazing, and people 
were all along the way. It made me think of 
what I had read and seen on the introduc-
tion of the Class J in October 1941 when 
N&W paraded it across the system, and 
again with the introduction of the Powhatan 
Arrow in April 1946. The crowds were cer-
tainly out then as now, but is it going to be 
like the riders in 1946, that seemed to van-
ish from the rails in rapid numbers? 

Anyway, this was a day for celebration. 
Our arrival in Roanoke was welcomed by 
another huge crowd; I’d say it was compara-
ble to the crowd that was in place in August 
1982. However, in 1982, we pulled right in 
and stopped at the platform; today, we had 
to pull in, pull west almost to 5th Street, 
then back in to our spot.

After some speeches, using a lot of the 
same words and phrases that Bob Claytor 
spoke in 1982, the crowd was allowed to 
move on. Hopefully, this interest in the 611 
will hold and riders will be present for all 
her trips, and for Amtrak in Roanoke in the 
future.

Virginian Station Update
By Skip Salmon

Phase II to finish current restoration was 
advertised May 31 and a non-mandatory 
pre-bid meeting was held June 4 at Spectrum 
Design for our prospective bidders. The bids 
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National) please do so now.
We have three new members 

who have joined since the last 
edition. Please welcome Jeffry 
Lisowski, Sarah Johnson, and 
Nicholas (Nick) Medovich.

If you have any questions 
about your membership or to 
refer someone as a new member 
please contact me at member-
ship.rcnrhs@gmail.com or call 
me at (434) 426-3133

2nd Quarter Mechanical 
Committee Report

By Lewis Foster

It has been a busy spring 
at 9th Street since the last Mechanical 

Department report. Work is well underway 
on coach 537, refurbishing it for excursion 
service. Work completed to date includes 
removing and repairing the generator and 
fuel tank, removal of several pieces of out 
of service equipment under the car and 
in the vestibules, removal of the old (out 
of service) standby power equipment, and 
removal of the restroom interior. A new 
electric water raising pump has been hung 
under the car and new plumbing roughed 
in from the water tank to the bathroom. A 
new breaker panel has been installed in the 
electrical locker to handle the increased load 
of the pump and single-point water heater 
for the sink. 

Several weak spots in the floor that 
were causing cracked floor tiles have been 
repaired and the entire floor in the bath-
room has been replaced. A survey of the 
floor has been completed and all cracked / 
weak / loose tiles have been removed for 
reinstallation or replacement. The process 
of pulling each window and replacing the 
frame to car body gaskets has started, with 
approximately 50% of the windows now 

complete. The old gaskets were getting 
cracked and brittle and were causing rust in 
the side sheets around the windows. One 
piece of glass that was badly fogged is being 
replaced, as well.

Next, we plan to finish the installation 
of the sink and toilet in the bathroom and 
a new waste tank under the car (the 537 
was never upgraded with a holding tank). 
The walls in the bathroom will be painted, 
along with touch up paint in several places 
in the main seating area of the car. The floor 
tile with be patched where necessary in the 
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Interior (above) and exterior (below) work in progress on coach 537. 
Window gasket work, floor repairs and body work are in progress.

Lewis Foster photos



main area of the car and installed in the 
bathroom as well. Repairs to some of the 
upholstery in the car will also be required, 
mainly worn spots on the arm rests.

Roanoke Chapter Receives 
Dailey Foundation Grant

By Lewis Foster

The Roanoke Chapter is pleased to 
announce that it has been awarded a 

grant in the amount of $2,000 from the 
Tom E. Dailey foundation. The Mechanical 
Committee applied for a grant earlier this 
year towards the structural repairs on the 
Chapter’s former Great Northern Railway 
No. 1148 (Devils Lake) which will be nec-
essary to return the car to regular service. 
These involve repairs to the side sills and 
crash posts of the car, to ensure safe main 
line operation, and installation of new sheet 
metal along the bottom of both sides of the 
car once structural repairs are complete. 

Along with this work, the trucks and run-
ning gear of the car will receive some atten-
tion. Finally, the interior will be refurbished 
in the lunch counter area and remodeled in 
the former dormitory area to install a sec-
ond counter for souvenir sales. While this 
is a longer term project than work on our 
coaches, we want to make progress on the 
car as time and money permit. 

We extend our sincere thanks to the Tom 
E. Dailey Foundation and its board members 
for their support. Our goal is to have the 
1148 (and our other cars) out running where 
they can bring enjoyment to everyone and 
show another generation what rail travel is 
all about.

The Tom E. Dailey Foundation Inc. was 
established through an endowment by Tom 
Dailey, a senior executive in the payment 
processing industry for over 30 years. The 
Foundation was created as a way to support 
specific causes which are close to his heart 

and to share the blessings he has received. 
Grants are available to qualified organiza-
tions in several categories, including railroad 
heritage, in amounts up to $15,000. Since its 
creation in 2013, the Foundation has award-
ed grants totaling $380,300.

Circus Trains Pass Thru Roanoke 
And New River Valley

By Dorr Tucker

The 61-car Ringling Brothers Barnum and 
Bailey Blue Unit circus train raced into 

Roanoke at high noon on a gorgeous April 
21st this year. But, alas, the show was slated 
for Charleston, West Virginia, not the Star 
City. And, after refueling and a crew change 
at 12th Street, the CSX-powered assemblage 
headed on to Mullins and Deepwater. The 
show had encountered a few problems 
en-route from Fairfax including a raucous 
elephant that had to be put off en-route.

A similar incident occurred when the Blue 
Unit, heading to Richmond from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, stopped at the crest of the Eastern 
Continental Divide at the old Cambria Depot 
in Christiansburg on March 10th. A prize 
show horse had fallen ill and the distraught 
trainers aboard requested an immediate 
stop. The railway supervision aboard con-
tacted The Virginia/Maryland School of 
Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech and 
three veterinarians were dispatched to 
the old Cambria station, arriving at 8:10 
PM. During the almost two hour delay the 
State Route 111 crossing was protected by 
Christiansburg police officers while circus 
and railroad personal were served coffee by 
Meghan Dorsett, owner of the Cambria Toy 
Station located in the old Christiansburg 
depot. 

Those of you who missed this activity at 
the crest of the Eastern Continental Divide 
this past winter are reminded that the 611 
and train will top this grade this on July 3rd, 

We arrived (by various means) in Spencer, 
NC on the afternoon of Friday the 29th. 
Several of us took the opportunity to go to 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum 
and visit the 611 on her birthday. She was 
sitting on the track in front of the museum 
with the excursion train, steaming quietly 
and looking wonderful in new paint. There 
were quite a few onlookers, as well as crew 
members who were preparing for the next 
day’s trip. 

Early the next morning, we arrived at 
NCTM to board the train. It was a chance to 
catch up with many people that hadn’t seen 
each other in years. After boarding, the train 
pulled out of the yard and onto the main 
just before 8 am. 

The crowds along the line started out 
impressive and only got larger as we headed 
north. There were a number of people 
who had camped out the previous night at 
the bridge over the Yadkin River. Passing 
through Greensboro, and again at Danville, 
there were quite a few people waiting at 
the station. Once we got past Lynchburg the 
number of onlookers easily exceeded the 
local population and it was exciting to see 
the enthusiasm that was on display.

As the 611 begins her 3rd career and 
returns to excursion service, Chapter mem-
bers, rail fans, and citizens of Roanoke are 
excited to take part again in the great spec-
tacle of steam rail travel. We extend our 
thanks to everyone who had a hand in her 
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611 steams around the leg of the 
wye at Woodall Road in Lynchburg 
while Chapter members watch.

Skip Salmon photo 
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From The Editor

As this is written, in mid-June, the first 
excursion trips of the great 611 have 

been completed and we await the July 3, 4, 
and 5 half-day excursions from the Star City. 
Roanoke Chapter is heavily involved in staff-
ing these trips for VMT. Consider helping 
out if you can. It’s a lot of work but fun, too.

All of us should be thankful that Norfolk 
Southern through the 21st Century Steam 
program has enabled the return of 611 
to service after almost 21 years of being 
“stuffed and mounted.” NS gave the go-
ahead with the project, agreeing to host 
trips on its mainlines, and made a very large 
financial donation that really got the ball 
rolling on the restoration. Wick Moorman 
is the man responsible for this. Thanks to 
all those involved in the restoration work at 
Spencer, and while he is no longer directly 
involved in the Fireup611! Project, special 
thanks to Chapter member Preston Claytor 
for his direction and guidance. Also, Chapter 
director Gary Gray is in charge of the 611 
excursions for VMT.

The return to Roanoke of the N&W 2-8-
8-2 Class Y-6a No. 2156 is also because of 
Wick Moorman. After years of efforts by 
many people to have the 2156 come to 
Roanoke from the St. Louis Museum of 
Transportation, Wick presented them with 
an offer they couldn’t refuse. He had NS 
paint the museum’s 1939 demonstrator FT-A 
103 cab unit, painted and loaned the VMT’s 
FT B unit, and had NS paint the St Louis 
museum’s Union Pacific Centennial diesel 
unit. 2156 is on a five-year loan to VMT – 
hopefully it will become permanent.

Former Southern Railway 2-8-2 No. 
4501, owned by Tennessee Valley Railway 
Museum, returns to the area with excur-
sions from Bristol (with diesel assist) to 
Radford June 26 and 28 and to Bulls Gap, 

TN, June 27. This 1911-built engine kicked 
off the Southern steam program 50 years 
ago. See www.tvrail.com for more informa-
tion.

Former Nickel Plate Road 2-8-2 No. 765 
is also powering NS 21st Century Steam 
Program excursions this summer. See the Ft. 
Wayne Railroad Historical Society’s website 
for more information – www.fortwaynerail-
road.org.

Member Update
By Bonnie Molinary

Louis Newton is continuing rehab after a 
fall and hopes to do outings soon. Joe Fagan 
has actually improved, and has been in a 
long-term care facility for about a month 
in Charlottesville. The address is UVA 
Transitional Care Hospital, 2965 Ivy Road, 
Charlottesville, VA 22903. Carol Jensen has 
had surgery on her broken shoulder, and 
thanked us for the flowers sent. Michael 
Preston’s mother passed away in late April; 
our condolences to him and his family.

611 Excursions
Roanoke Chapter is helping to staff the 

VMT’s 611 excursions July 3, 4, and 5. 
Volunteers are needed as coach hosts and 
other jobs. If you can help please contact 
Paul V. Howell (First Class) or Lewis Foster.

611 Coming Home
By Lewis Foster

On May 30th, 2015, an event that 
Chapter members have been waiting 

for since 1994 occurred. The 611 returned 
to Roanoke, VA under her own power, fol-
lowing her first long-distance mainline trip 
in more than 20 years. Several members 
of the Chapter had the opportunity to ride 
along from Spencer, NC back to Roanoke, VA 
via the Southern to Lynchburg and the N&W 
over Blue Ridge. 
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4th & 5th. Be sure to be aboard as either a 
crew member or passenger and be sure to 
invite family and friends from abroad, the 
west coast, or even West Virginia!

Steam Royalty Returns To 
Roanoke

by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

When editor Overholser informed me 
that the second quarter Turntable 

Times would be running a bit behind sched-
ule, I decided to present my account of the 
Class J 611 activities along with the BIG 
THREE Event that occurred during the week-
end of May 30th and 31st.

Just as the event STREAMLINERS TO 
SPENCER was the railfan event for 2014, 
the return of N&W Class J No. 611 to her 
birthplace of Roanoke, Virginia, USA, alive 
and very well, was the railfan event for 
2015. With the return of Y6A No. 2156 to the 
same birthplace and to once again to be in 
the company of mates Class A No. 1218 and 
Class J No. 611, it was indeed a weekend to 
remember and cherish.

Like most railfans, I had plans as to what 
I would be doing and not be doing with 
respect to the pursuit of Norfolk Southern 
Excursion Train No. 957 from Spencer, NC, 
to Roanoke on May 30th. Since I had actively 
photographed 611 back in the eighties and 
early nineties, I saw no need for a vigorous 
chase. In the company of two other rail fans, 
I only secured six shots between Danville 
and Lynchburg. Since I was not driving, I 
had to be content, and I was.

As to be expected, people were every-
where, especially people not classified as 
railfans. I only saw one car pulled over by 
law enforcement, in the eastbound lane of 
US 460 near Villamont. Police were out there 
but not in force as if they were expecting 
something over the top to occur.

While at the service and crew change 

stop at Lynchburg’s Kinney Yard, a stranger 
motioned me to take a look at the cab of 611 
from ground level. He asked me what was 
wrong with what I saw. I responded – the 
ugly day-glow safety vests. He agreed but he 
also asked - where were the dirty and grimy 
shirts and work pants? With the exception 
of the work boots, everyone in the cab could 
have been ready to dine at a fine establish-
ment. I was really surprised and elated that 
non-NS employees were allowed at Kinney 
for 611’s stop.

Without question the area around 
Roanoke’s O. Winston Link Museum/N&W 
Passenger Station was ground zero as 611’s 
destination for that day. A few years ago 
when I reported on the 50th anniversary of 
the East Broad Top Railroad, I commented 
that I had never seen one railroad with so 
many different tee shirt designs. The same 
could be said for 611, too. Wow, what a vari-
ety.

Along with 611’s return under steam, it 
was also a reunion of sorts for the human 
equation. I saw people I have not seen since 
Norfolk Southern terminated its steam 
excursion program back in Nov. 1994. I 
enjoyed the short speeches and commentary 
that occurred between 530 and 6 PM.

Sunday, May 31st started out warm, 
sunny, and beautiful with railfans and rail-
roaders enthused about the three class of 
Norfolk & Western steam being together 
as a group for patrons to admire, photo-
graph, and hold conversation about. All of 
this occurred at The Virginia Museum of 
Transportation. 1218 and 611 were already 
in place and the crowd anxiously awaited 
the late arrival of 2156. While awaiting the 
arrival of the Y6A, I got into a conversation 
about the BIG THREE with a gentleman who 
noted that his father had the pleasure and 
honor of running all 14 of the J’s between 
Roanoke and Bluefield in passenger service. 
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If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

August 7, 2015. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Back in steam, and on N&W rails! 611 is shown arriving at 

Woodall Road on N&W Rails, 1:44 pm, Saturday, May 30, 2015. 
Only 65 years and a day after she rolled out of Roanoke Shops and 
posed for the company photographers. Looking mighty fine as she 
is reborn, yet again. Photo by Kenneth L. Miller

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, July 
16. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. Winston 
Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the west end 
of the building on the track level.

The August meeting will be held Thursday, August 20.
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 

below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Meeting Notice
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He and his brother have all their father’s 
railroad related items.

Before 2156 arrived, a VMT employee or 
volunteer informed us to act fast in taking 
photos because the yellow rope would be 
lowered so people would have free range 
to explore up close and personal with the 
three. That would also be the opportunity 
for folks to visit 611’s cab. Shortly after 12 
Noon a freshly painted NS geep showed up 
on the NS mainline closest to VMT. Because 
of the curve on the track that 2156 would be 
positioned on, the move to join it with its 
comrades was painstaking slow as cameras 
of all types were positioned to record the 
moment. When the moment finally arrives, 
so does a guy who no one wants out there 
with the steamers. The man takes a few 
shots but takes his time getting out of the 
way despite some serious taunts from the 
audience.

The yellow rope was lowered about 10 
minutes later and the throng of humanity 
flowed towards the 611 for their cab visits. 
I didn’t opt for the cab visit but instead just 
fully took in the moment that so many of 
us Norfolk & Western steam fans had been 
hoping for since the mid seventies or longer. 
My main goal was to get a people-free shot 
of No. 2156. This goal was achieved about 15 
minutes before the museum closed for the 
day.

It was a weekend well spent. Thanks 
to Norfolk Southern, VMT, and lots of 
donors and volunteers, a beautiful machine 
returned to her adoring public and an 
extremely pumped up fan base. The weather 
was splendid and I guess everyone’s chase 
turned out safely and ticket free. I person-
ally heard no complaints with regards to the 
planned activities, including the excursion. 
Some did express minor disappointment 
with the Y6a’s late arrival to VMT. My under-
standing is it was supposed to be in place by 
8 AM. And, last but not least, like the Hall 
and Oats hit from the late seventies, Back 
Together Again, Class Y6a No. 2156, Class J 
No. 611, and Class A No. 1218 at home in 
the Star City of the South.

2nd Quarter 2015 Timetable
June 26, 27 and 28 – Former Southern 

Railway 4501 powers excursions from Bristol 
to Radford (Friday and Sunday) and Bulls 
Gap, TN (Saturday). www.tvrail.com 

July 3, 4 and 5 – 611 powered excursions 
from Roanoke to Lynchburg (mornings) and 
Walton (afternoons). www.fireup611.org. 
Please consider volunteering on these excur-
sions – contact Lewis Foster.

July 29–August 2 – C&O Historical Society 
annual conference, Staunton VA. More info 
at http://www.cohs.org/ 

August 1 – Charter bus trip from 

The "Big 3" reunited at Roanoke, May 31, 2015.
Skip Salmon photo 
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

July 3-4-5- 611 trips out of Roanoke
July 7 - Board Meeting
July 16 - Chapter Meeting
August 4 - Board Meeting
August 20 - Chapter Meeting
September 1 - Board Meeting
September 17 - Chapter Meeting
October 6 - Board Meeting
October 15 - Chapter Meeting
November 3 - Board Meeting
November 19 - Annual Meeting
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Richmond to the Western Maryland Scenic RR. 
$110 Adults. Steam engine 734. Old Dominion 
Chapter NRHS. Tickets@odcnrhs.org 

August 8 (Saturday) - Lynchburg Rail Day 
2015 train show. www.blueridgenrhs.org

Phone Numbers For Emergency 
Notification

You may use these telephone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions affect-
ing railroad operations, including trespassers, 
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc. If 
at a railroad/highway grade crossing try to pro-
vide the unique crossing number/DOT num-
ber posted nearby.

Norfolk Southern     800-453-2530
CSX    800-232-0144


