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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

December 18 - Holiday Gathering
January 6 - Board Meeting
January 15 - General Meeting
February 3 - Board Meeting
February 19 - General Meeting
March 3 - Board Meeting
March 19 - General Meeting
April 7 - Board Meeting
April 16 - General Meeting
May 5 - Board Meeting
May 19 - General Meeting
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or “Railfan” or whatever) and in a future issue 
we’ll publish them along with your name. 

Phone Numbers For Emergency 
Notification

You may use these telephone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions affect-
ing railroad operations, including trespassers, 
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc.

Norfolk Southern 800-453-2530
CSX 800-232-0144 Happy Holidays
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

December 19, 2014. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Dorr Tucker captured eastbound No. 4, the Pocahontas as it rolled 

into Roanoke in December 1967. At least 11 cars are visible, includ-
ing 4 head end cars, indicating a holiday mail heavy train. No. 4  
has run into some snow somewhere west. In Roanoke, the remain-
ing snow, partially covering the track in the immediate foreground 
is where the Amtrak station will be placed more than 47 years 
later!.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 15. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

The February meeting will be held Thursday, February 19.
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 

below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Meeting Notice
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From the Archive
by Ken Miller

Usually I write about something that has 
been gone for years and probably no 

thought was given to saving it. Here is a 
short story about an artifact that could and 
should have been saved. 

This story starts with a few facts. 
December 1906 built wooden business car 
"Dixie", probably one of the last all wooden 
double platform business cars to be built, 
now couple that with the fact that it was 
built for Henry Rogers for his Tidewater 
(soon to become Virginian). For most rail-
roads, this oddity was not likely to survive 
the end of the wooden car era in the 1930s. 

However, the frugal Virginian kept the 
car in service, transferring it to MofW as a 
supply car in 1943, where it soldiered on 
to almost the end of the Virginian itself. 
However, fate intervened, and the Kentucky 
Railway Museum asked the Virginian for a 
donation of the car in 1959. This became 
only the second (and last) piece of equip-
ment the Virginian saw fit for preserva-
tion. The car was probably repainted 
into Virginian orange and shipped off to 
Louisville. 

The years and whoever 
was the "Dixie's" savior, 
was not kind. Floods of 
the Ohio River had the car 
underwater to the roofline 
at least once, and she 
sadly sat outside through 
all sorts of weather. In 
October 1986 a chance 
meeting and discussion 
with some KRM folks and 
two VGN fans (Jeff Sanders 
and myself) from Roanoke 
lead to an effort to save the 
car. We visited the car in 
early December and found 

the sad sight (below), but we felt it was still 
saveable. A lot of work, a lot of money and 
a project begging for corporate sponsorship. 
Jeff and I tried to rally VGN fans with a let-
ter begging for help and expression of inter-
est (remember no internet in those days). 
We sent out over 100 letters. Our response? 
Zero, nothing. After a few months, we said 
there was no way we could personally spon-
sor such a project, with no interest or money 
at VMT or the Chapter. Remember we were 
operating 611 and expecting 1218 out soon.

Then, a glimmer of interest in NS lead us 
to call KRM about the car. I was told to call 
back a week later, and was informed that 
the car had been bulldozed a few days prior, 
the then-current president of KRM wanted it 
gone quickly, and he wanted nothing to gum 
up the works like saving a true artifact.

So, the "Dixie" is gone, we were told that 
the platform hardware was sold to a rail-
roadiana dealer, so it may still exist out 
there, Jeff and I each carried off a shard of 
broken clearstory green milk glass and our 
photos, but the "Dixie" had disappeared into 
the mud at not quite age 81. A real shame.

Kenneth L. Miller Photo



13

Holiday Greetings
The staff of Turntable Times wishes you 

and your family a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays! 

Jim Overholser, Editor 
Dorr Tucker, Contributing Editor

Ken Miller, Publisher and Historian 

Holiday Gathering and Special 
Run- Off Election

For the first time in the 46 year history of 
our organization we will have a run off 

election to determine a winner among two 
candidates for the board of directors that 
tied for 4th place in our annual BOD elec-
tion on November 20. The two candidates 
are George Stein and Percy Wilkins. The spe-
cial election will take place in the fellowship 
hall at Calvary Baptist Church on Thursday 
December 18. The dinner will begin at 6PM 
followed by a yearly review, an interesting 
entertainment program along with the spe-
cial election. The board members already 
selected by the membership in the regular 
election on November 20 are Steve Smith, 
Lewis Foster and Ken Miller.

Set up for the meal begins at 3PM and 
help is always appreciated. The chapter will 
provide meat, place settings and drinks. 
Please bring your favorite side dish or des-
sert. Following the election, we will have a 
program followed by a summary of the years 
events.

Guests of members are welcome; however 
only bona fide current Chapter members 
may vote. This is the big social event of the 
year for our organization and with the spe-
cial election this could the most significant 
event of the year short of the 611 leaving 
town for restoration.

Also, absentee ballots will be available for 
those unable to attend the Gathering. To 
vote by absentee ballot one must:

1. Request an absentee ballot from the 
Secretary (Lewis Foster) or the Chairman of 
the nominating committee (Skip Salmon). 
You will receive (a) one ballot; (B) one “bal-
lot envelope; and (c) one mailing envelope.

2. Mark the ballot in the “ballot” envelope 
for one of the two candidates. If you vote 
for more than one your ballot will be dis-
carded.

3. Place the ballot in the “ballot” envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the “bal-
lot“ envelope.

4. Place “ballot” envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to: 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS, P. O. Box 13222, 
Roanoke, VA 24032-1322 (Account heavy vol-
ume of Holiday Mail allow sufficient time 
for reasonable delivery before 12/18/14.) 
Or the envelope may be delivered to the 
Secretary or Committee Chair any time 
before the event.

Membership Report
by Walter Alexander, November 20, 2014

The Chapter welcomes new member 
Elizabeth N. Lamons of Roanoke. Please 

make her feel welcome. We now have 195 
Chapter members.

As you may recall, in the spring of 2014 I 
announced to the Chapter that I was resign-
ing on June 30 as Membership Chairman & 
Electronic Billing Contact (EBC). I have con-
tinued to fulfil these duties until a replace-
ment has been found. I am pleased to have 
David Johnson volunteer to take over these 
positions. David and I have not yet had the 
opportunity to discuss in detail the duty 
requirements and make the transfer, but 
we are working on it! Since the 2015 dues 
renewal cycle has already begun, I will con-
tinue to help with these duties until Dave is 
up to speed. Thank you, Dave, for helping 
the Chapter in these important matters. 
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Gray.
Volunteers are always welcome at our 

work sessions at the 9th street restoration 
yard. No special skills are required. If you’d 
like to come by and lend a hand, or just to 
see what we’re working on, contact Gary or 
Lewis Foster for directions. Photos of our 
current and past projects are available on the 
Chapter’s Facebook page at http://www.face-
book.com/roanokenrhs/

Jack Showalter Passes
Well known to many Chapter mem-

bers, Jack Showalter passed away in 
Charlottesville on November 12. Jack 
was best known to us as operator of the 
Allegahany Central out of Intervale just west 
of Covington. 

Jack's locomtotives also were the only 
steam to run the mainline of the Southern 
in that "steamless summer" of 1980

His operation later began the Western 
Maryland Scenic, and a few years later oper-
ated his two steam locomtoives over Afton 
Mountain on CSX in the fall of 1993. The 
locomotives and some cars remain stored in 
Verona, Virginia. 

Our sympathies to the family.

Introduction

My name is George Stein and I am 
running for a seat on the Board of 

Directors. Some of you may remember me 
from the later days of the steam program 
where I was a car host on several trips, 
though most of my time was spent at the 
9th Street siding maintaining our coaches, 
locomotives and other related equipment. 
My current job is Chief Engineer of WPXR-
TV here in Roanoke. I have held this posi-
tion for 17 years. 

I was sidetracked for a number of years 
by my love of exotic animals, mostly feline. 
I spent most of my spare time at a wildlife 

sanctuary down in North Carolina caring for 
a large variety of cats including lions, tigers, 
lynx, serval, bobcat, jungle cats and even a 
small pack of gray wolves. Another interest 
during this time and even up to the present 
is rocketry. I design, build and fly a variety 
of high power rockets, my largest is over 12' 
tall and weighs over 50 pounds. I still fly 
when my paying job allows me time to do 
so.

For the last couple of years I have become 
active again with the chapter, spending 60 
to 80 hours a month working on stuff at our 
9th Street siding or over at the VMT helping 
with our rides or as ground crew when mov-
ing the museums rail equipment around. 

So, if I haven’t bored you silly yet, I said 
all that to get to the point of my letter. 
Our chapter is probably one of the more 
active chapters in the country with our past 
involvement with the steam program and 
our existing stable of in-service and not 
quite so in-service rail equipment. We have 
had much on our plate over the years and 
still could probably use plates with taller 
sides. Current and upcoming projects includ-
ing the Virginian Station renovation, the 
return of the 611 to excursion service and 
the Belt Line are sure to require much from 
this chapter. The Board of Directors will 
have much to consider in the near future. 
I would very much like to join the board 
for these upcoming tasks and I ask for your 
vote. 

Thank you for your time and consider-
ation. (Editor's note: George submitted this 
article unsolicited.)

Railroad License Plates
Harold Hunley suggested a good idea for 

a future Turntable Times article – Railroad-
related personalized license plates. If you’re 
willing, send the Editor what you have on 
your personalized license plate (like “611” 



of us have been striving for this to come to 
pass for many years.

Town Hall Meeting Clarifies 
Amtrak Service

On Monday November 10 state senator 
John Edwards of Roanoke held a Town 

Hall meeting at the Link museum updating 
progress on the future Amtrak service out 
of Roanoke. Although, our senator couldn’t 
attend the meeting in person due to the 
special session of The General Assembly he 
greeted some 75 attending via a brief tele-
phone hook up.

Early next year construction will begin on 
infrastructure work that includes the new 
underground culvert, a house track and adja-
cent boarding platform, along with a main-
tenance facility. The “RIP” track for main-
tenance is expected to be located alongside 
the Transportation Museum while the load-
ing platform will incorporate many of the 
features of the present rail walk between 
North Jefferson Street and Park Street.

The meeting was highlighted by 
Jennifer Mitchell, Director of the 
Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation and Kevin Page, rail chief 
operating officer for the department. Several 
questions from the audience were directed 
at perfunctory, indirectly related matters 
such as a bus connection to the Cardinal at 
Clifton Forge and the like. Kevin Page made 
a good point in that rail service west of 
Roanoke should start only after two or three 
trial years of successful, bus connections in 
that direction. Both Mitchell and Page stated 
that a stop in Bedford would be impracti-
cable and defeat the purpose of dependable 
high speed rail linking Roanoke, Lynchburg 
and Charlottesville to Washington and New 
York and beyond. Several Chapter members 
in the audience attested to this point. While 
we’ll never get a bullet train out of the Star 

City, reliable service at speeds up to 79 
mph will offer new convenience for those 
heading to the DC area and beyond and in 
reverse open up the comfort of the slower 
pace of our region.

Mechanical Committee Report
by Lewis Foster

The Mechanical Committee has been busy 
for the past few months. We have made 

good progress on several projects and are 
in the planning stage of several more. The 
wooden box car is coming to a finish, with 
the window installation completed and the 
interior painted. There are some final exte-
rior paint details and lettering waiting for 
good weather.

The air brake valves on GP30 No. 522 
have been rebuilt and reinstalled, the brake 
cylinders re-packed, and some worn pip-
ing replaced. The air system will be tested 
in the next few weeks and the engine will 
be ready to travel to Southern Appalachia 
Railway Museum for its stay as a guest loco-
motive.

Preliminary work has started on the 
Devil’s Lake (No. 1148) to put the car back 
into commissary service. This includes test-
ing of the current mechanical systems on 
the car and planning for necessary upgrades. 
Plans to convert the dormitory end of the 
car into additional sales space are also in the 
works.

The Chapter has also operated or assisted 
with several special events at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation this fall. Rides 
on the Chapter’s equipment were pro-
vided to a visiting group from the Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania, and we switched 
the museum yard for the visit of the Amtrak 
exhibit train. Coming up on December 6th 
and 7th, we will be running train rides as 
part of VMT’s Candy Cane Express event. If 
you’d like to help out, please contact Gary 

Yes, it is dues renewal time. All member-
ships expire on December 31. Each of you by 
now should have received from me either an 
email with a Roanoke Chapter renewal form 
(PDF) attached or a hard-copy form in the US 
postal mail. This was for your Chapter dues 
only. Many of you have already returned the 
form with your dues check to our P.O. Box, 
and we thank you for your prompt renewal 
response.

As you have heard in recent months, the 
National dues renewal process this year is a 
little trickier and you have several alterna-
tives. But it’s not so complicated that we 
can’t handle it! National dues must be sent 
separately from Chapter dues as you have 
been told. The BEST and preferred way to 
renew is by going to the National website 
www.NRHS.com, clicking on Membership 
tab, clicking on Renew Your Membership, fill 
out the form, and then paying with a credit 
card as you Check out with PayPal. You will 
need your membership number, which is 
on you current membership card and also in 
the Roanoke Chapter 2014 Roster. If you can-
not locate your number, you may contact me 
via email or phone call (540) 345 – 5826.

A second way, and this is made avail-
able for those without internet access, is to 
send your dues check to the Chapter P.O. 
Box. Make your check payable to “Roanoke 
Chapter NRHS”. On the memo line, specify 
for “National Dues”. With the check include 
a list of the names of each person for whom 
you are paying dues (i.e., don’t forget to pay 
for and list each Family Member.) A Chapter 
volunteer (Treasurer Jim Cosby) will com-
bine your dues payment with others and see 
that your dues are sent to National for you. 
This is preferable to the third method below.

National will eventually be mailing out 
dues renewal notices to everyone. A third 
method to renew is to wait until you receive 
the renewal notice and then you can mail 

them a check. Please be aware, however, 
that the check will be handled under a 
contract with Fernley and Fernley, and will 
cost NRHS between $10 - $15 PER CHECK 
for processing. Obviously, this is not a cost 
effective alternative for our National orga-
nization and I would like to discourage you 
from doing this.

If you pay your dues by any method 
prior to receiving the renewal letter from 
National, just ignore the letter. The timing 
of National sending out the letter is uncer-
tain as of this writing, but the need for the 
dues is NOW.

The payment schedule for Roanoke 
Chapter dues was on the form I sent you 
recently. The payment schedule for you to 
calculate your National dues is:
 Regular Member  ..........................$50.00
 Family Member .........  $7.00 per person
 Student Member  .........................$16.00
 Youth Member  ..............................$5.00

I also encourage you to consider giving 
an unrestricted gift to National. National 
needs the money! You may give online at 
www.NRHS.com under the Giving tab. You 
may also include a donation to National 
with your check if you are mailing it to the 
Chapter. Please indicate the amount of your 
donation to National.

Turntable Times mailing labels were print-
ed before any 2015 dues were processed, 
so ignore the expiration date if you have 
already paid.

I thank everyone for staying with Roanoke 
Chapter over the years that I have served as 
your Membership Chairman. The ride this 
year seems to have been rough and bouncy, 
but there are smooth rails and a green sig-
nal ahead (do I hear a J611 whistle?), so stay 
with us to see what comes down the track!
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Report of Advisory Council 
Representative

by Carl Jensen

The weekend of the NRHS Board of 
Directors and Advisory Council meet-

ings was held November 15-16 in Johnson 
City TN with over 50 attendees from both 
groups. This was the first meeting since the 
elections this past summer, and the first for 
the new President Al Weber. I am pleased 
to say the feeling of the members in atten-
dance seemed to me to be very positive and 
focused on getting NRHS out of the hole in 
spite of the major problems facing the new 
administration. 

The major topics included the very poor 
condition of the NRHS finances, with a 
large amount of current bills unpaid and 
very little money to pay against them. The 
serious part of this is that there is/was no 
appreciable income in sight, except the 
prospect of national dues. Dues are at this 
point the only potential source of income. 
An announcement from the President on 
December 1 stated dues bills have now been 
mailed to all members. In the interim our 
chapter and many others, following discus-
sions and suggestions at the Johnson City 
meeting, have initiated independent solicita-
tion of National dues in order to help cre-
ate some cash flow to national before the 
general mailing was made. That mailing 
was reportedly held up within the Fernley & 
Fernley organization, and would have been 
out to members by early November.

Both RailCamp and the NRHS Grants 
program will operate in 2015, as we were 
assured that earmarked funds for these two 
functions are set aside. RailCamp informa-
tion has been updated for 2015. and is 
available by email available by email at:  
RailCampNRHS@yahoo.com All communi-
cations (except the dues mailing) are being 

handled in digital form in order to save 
money on mailings. This includes the NRHS 
News, Telegraph and other communications 
to members.

A lawsuit was settled out of court between 
NRHS and Barry Smith, former head of 
the RailCamp program which grew out of 
an auto accident during the 2012 Camp at 
Tacoma WA in which Mr. Smith was injured. 
This has been lingering for some time, and 
takes one problem out of the hands of the 
new President.

A number of other items were discussed: - 
NRHS will close its cubical at F&F which will 
save the Society $500. Per month. . There is 
a limited contract with F&F which lasts until 
July 15, 2015. A donation has been received 
to digitize our film library. The project is 
about ½ done and a digital catalog is being 
created. Joe Maloney (Awards Chairman.) 
reported 75, 60 and 50 year pins will be 
mailed out in January. The “NRHS Fund” is 
now a 501c (3) and is a separate corporation. 
The Fund was set up during this past year, 
and is intended to support NRHS operations 
financially. However, there are several ques-
tions now being asked by various Board and 
Advisory Committee members concerning 
the independence of this organization and 
exactly how it will function in relation to 
NRHS. Conventions - The 2014 Springdale 
convention did make a profit for the Society 
but the final accounting is not complete. 
The 2015 Convention at Rutland, VT will be 
June 14-20. Tickets are now on sale through 
the NRHS website. There is no 2016 site as 
yet.

The Winter 2015 Board of Directors and 
Advisory Committee meetings will be held at 
Hotel Roanoke January 10-11 with Roanoke 
Chapter as host. A show of hands at Johnson 
City indicated about 50 members will be in 
attendance. NRHS members including those 
from Roanoke Chapter can attend the meet-
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will load at VMT between 7 & 7:30 AM with 
a planned return at 6PM. The cost will be 
$50 for VMT members and $55 for non-
members. Price will include a box lunch, 
admission to the North Carolina museum 
and a train ride around the museums 
grounds. Highlights include a tour of the 611 
restoration bay and the opportunity to meet 
members of the mechanical team. Pictures 
are encouraged! Visit vmt.org to register.

Durbin & Greenbrier To 
Take Over Cass Scenic Rail 
Operations

In an agreement executed recently, the 
West Virginia Department of Commerce-
parent of the Department of Natural 
Resources and the West Virginia State Park 
system-transferred Cass Scenic Railroad State 
Park railroad operations to the Elkins-based 
Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad (DVGR) 
to take over Cass railroad operations under 
its existing contract with the SRA.

None of the 14 Cass railroad employees 
will be let go or forced to relocate. The West 
Virginia Secretary of Commerce said that the 
reason for the change was due to a one and 
a half million dollar state subsidy to keep 
the railroad running at the Cass State Park. 
John Smith of the DVGR has proposed con-
struction of a 90-mile rail loop, using exist-
ing rail grades, to connect Elkins, Durbin, 
Cass, Tygart Jctn. and Belington. This plan 
would cost some $24 million, but bring 
in about $50 million to the local economy 
according to Smith. Of course, no mention 
of where the $24 million is to come from.

N&W 2156 Update
As of this writing, 2156 remains waiting at 

the gate for the UP to pick her up from St. 
Louis Museum of Transport. The rumors of 
why she has not moved continue to circulate 
but nothing factual has been announced. 

Factually speaking, NS asked to use the 
Roanoke Chapter Tool Car 1407 to accompa-
ny the 2156 back to Roanoke. That will likely 
make the 1407 the only N&W head end 
car to ever operate behind each of the 'big 
three”. It has been reported that the 2156 
will move in the first quarter of 2015.

Governor Announces First Phase 
of Construction for Roanoke 
Amtrak

On Wednesday November, 12 Virginia 
Governor Terry McAuliffe spoke at the O. 
Winston Link Museum to announce that 
construction will commence early next year 
on a platform to serve Amtrak in Roanoke. 
The regional passenger route will be extend-
ed 52 miles from Lynchburg by 2017. The 
governor proclaimed that bringing passenger 
service back to Roanoke will be an enor-
mous economic driver for the region and the 
entire commonwealth. Roanoke is the latest 
step for Virginia to lead the way as one of 
the few states in the country to success-
fully negotiate the addition of new intercity 
passenger service in a major rail corridor 
balancing freight and economic development 
needs with additional intercity passenger 
rail options.

His declaration was certainly music to the 
ears to many of us who have been advo-
cating this for many years. While it was 
gratifying to meet the governor it was even 
better to have a congenial chat with our 
State Senator, John Edwards, a person many 
of us run in to from time to time. Senator 
Edwards is no stranger to rail travel, riding 
the train to college back in the early 1960’s. 
He would take No. 18, The Birmingham 
Special out of Roanoke at 6:37 in the morn-
ing heading to Princeton University.

While the governor’s announcement was 
more or less expected,the ceremony was 
well worth attending considering that many 
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ings as observers. For information these 
meetings normally start Saturday morning 
with the Advisory Council (representatives 
from chapters) and after lunch the Board of 
Directors begins their meeting, which usu-
ally recesses that evening and is continued 
into Sunday morning. I have not heard from 
either leader of the two groups as yet as to 
the schedule. 

RailCamp 2015 is at Newark, DE for 
Eastern Camp July 5-10 and Northwest 
Camp at Tacoma WA August 2-8. We had one 
great camper in our own Will Artis at our 
Western Camp in 2014, I hope we can find 
another young person for this coming year.

Mixed Freight, 4th Quarter
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

This time last year, I reported informa-
tion via a railfan/railroader associate 

that Norfolk Southern had major plans for 
changes in infrastructure for its trackage 
in downtown Richmond. The change were 
supposed to make the trackage modern loco-
motive friendly. According to my associate, 
those plans have been scrapped. So for the 
time being, second generation locomotives 
will continue to be the mainstay of Norfolk 
Southern road power for trains between 
West Point and Crewe. As for talk of the 
Buckingham Branch buying that line, things 
have been quiet the past year.

Two extremes. On Sunday, August 7th, 
normally long CSX intermodal train Q176 
showed up with a total of 3 cars - 2 five-unit 
cars, and 1 three-unit car. Two big evolu-
tionary series locomotives were in charge. 
Then, ten days later, CSX Q139 for August 
17th departed CSX’s Acca Yard with 189 cars 
totaling a length of 9,650 feet. Normally, 
this train is under 100 cars in length and 
if it does exceed 100 cars it’s not by much. 
This was one of the longest mixed freights 
to make the Richmond rail scene in many 

years. In fact, I haven’t witnessed such a 
monster freight on today’s CSX routes since 
the pre-CSX days. Two evolutionary series 
locomotives were in charge and there was 
an organized coordinated effort between the 
train’s crew and CSX’s BD dispatcher.

December 7th marks 20 years since our 
N&W Class J No. 611 made its last run to 
Roanoke bringing a close to a chapter of the 
Norfolk Southern Steam Program back in 
1994.

This past May 1st marked 30 years since 
the Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Railroad 
was folded into the CSX conglomeration.

The RF&P Railroad Historical Society con-
tinues to grow. Our goal for members in 
2014 was 473. As of the 30th of August we 
exceeded that goal by 11. Next year we will 
celebrate ten years of existence.

I realize this has nothing to do with rail-
roading but in lieu of what’s been happen-
ing with our veterans, I decided to include 
it. It might just make some of you feel a 
little better. While railfaning in Crewe, I 
came upon a locomotive engineer wear-
ing a tee shirt that displayed the following 
message........REAL HEROES DON’T WEAR 
CAPES......THEY WEAR DOG TAGS.......

TRACK TO THE FUTURE: The future of 
Cass Scenic Railroad has been an ongoing 
topic of discussion among railfan circles for 
well over a year and there has been much 
speculation as to what might happen. Cass 
will now be operated by the Durbin and 
Greenbrier Valley Railroad as of November 1.

As a railfan, I try to see railroading from 
a variety of perspectives or plateaus, and 
especially with respect to locomotives. Most 
of us have read or seen claims of how many 
tons of freight can be moved per mile per 
gallon. If you think your fuel bill is substan-
tial to operate your one to three personal 
vehicles, think about the fuel bill of the rail-
roads. In response, railroads are constantly 
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day Colorado tour this past summer with my 
wife I realized how little I knew about the 
complex history of Colorado Railroads.

At that point I turned to “Railroads of 
Colorado” published in 2012 by Claude 
Wiatrowski. Although the generalized text 
is somewhat of a coffee table rendition the 
book will please both the general reader 
and the seasoned rail enthusiast. This vol-
ume brought such roads as The Colorado 
Midland and The Denver, Northwestern & 
Pacific back to life. If you are going out that 
way, click on Amazon to purchase your copy. 
When the book arrives, select the territory 
you want to cover on your first trip. If you 
are like me you may end up planning a 3rd 
or 4th trip, family permitting. One nega-
tive note is that Iowa Pacific’s (Ed Ellis) Rio 
Grande Scenic (route of our former obser-
vation car 3305) is only mentioned in one 
sentence.

Without doubt, most of our members are 
captivated by the Virginian Railway. Our 
friend, Aubrey Wiley from Lynchburg, who is 
author in residence for the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation, has published several 
Virginian booklets over the years. Last year 
he came out with Virginian Railway Heritage 
Trail with a forward by senior rail histo-
rian Harry W. Bundy and printed by Mid 
Atlantic Printers in Altavista. The book is 
an extremely detailed look of various loca-
tions on the railway that, for the most part, 
have never appeared in other publications. 
Aubrey is to be commended for heading 
out to Tidewater and West Virginia and 
digging up unique material that probably 
would have ended up undiscovered in an 
attic. I like the rare shot of a C&O E-8 pas-
senger unit in the short lived blue and yel-
low scheme of 1952 at Page WV on a detour 
movement. That plus several good shots of 
the rarely published NYC yard in Charleston 
including PA Pacific No. 213 just in from 

Roanoke on No. 3 made the book a must for 
me. However, speaking of our Star City, a 
photograph of the Virginian Station on page 
39 of the book could be a little misleading. It 
shows our structure in June 2012 with phase 
1 of reconstruction complete except for 
installation of the Terra Cotta roof. That shot 
is placed directly above a 1957 photo of the 
same building. To the uninformed historians 
of 2250 the appearance is such that only a 
roof replacement, rather than a complete 
rebuilding of the structure, was done in the 
early 21st. Century. In addition the 2001 fire 
would also be lost in the annals of history. 
At any rate I’m going to ask Santa for at least 
one of Aubrey’s other Virginian books for 
this Christmas.

The entertainingly written Colorado book 
gives a comprehensive, LOOK, into that 
states turbulent rail history. The Virginian 
Heritage Trail book gives a detailed, LOOK, 
that you will never find in another book.

Restoration of 611 in Full Swing
Down at Spencer, in the last few weeks, 

the mechanical team has been working on 
the superheaters and flexible stay bolt caps. 
A requirement of 611’s 1472-day inspection 
is the inspection of over 2,200 flexible stay-
bolts an arduous task for the crew.

The engineering and planning of the 
Preservation Facility to be constructed on 
the grounds of VMT in Roanoke is under-
way. Construction plans call for a “modern” 
lubritorium type building based on facilities 
such as built in Williamson and Roanoke.

A new rear flue sheet has been made and 
installed, and the first flues are hoped to be 
installed before December 1. 

On Thursday, December 11 The Virginia 
Museum of Transportation will oper-
ate a bus outing to the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer to see 
the work in progress on the 611. The bus 



turning to technology or common sense 
to reduce diesel fuel consumption. That’s 
the main reason Norfolk Southern devel-
oped LEADER, an acronym for Locomotive 
Engineer Assist/Display Event Recorder. This 
technology enables an engineer to operate a 
train efficiently. According to NS, the tech-
nology is earning its keep. Locomotives are 
consuming 5% less fuel on road trips. That 
translates to 10 million gallons in 2013. That 
year, NS locos consumed more than 479 
million gallons at a cost 1.4 billion dollars. 
Think about it folks, some countries don’t 
make that much money in goods and ser-
vices per fiscal year.

Caring Committee Report
By Bonnie Molinary

September--Gary Gray was in hospital with 
blood clots, and Louis Newton had surgery. 
October—Kathy Overholser’s mother passed 
away, and Steve and Phyllis Smith have a 
new baby. November--Louis Newton is at the 
Pheasant Ridge Nursing and Rehab Center, 
and will go to the Pheasant Ridge Village 
to live when released. Gary Wood had 
stints put in recently. Eddie Mooneyham’s 
Grandmother passed away. Norris Deyerle 
had a stint put in and will have by-pass sur-
gery in December.

Board Summary; Sept. - Oct.
by Jeff Sanders 

Membership stands at 193. Chapter 
rosters have now been distributed either 
in person at the General Meeting or via 
mail. Membership Chairman & EBT, Walt 
Alexander, is preparing a job description 
and responsibilities for future Membership 
Chairman and EBT.

Treasurer’s report is available to any mem-
ber upon request.

Mechanical Committee Chairman Gary 
Gray reports the wooden box car project is 

proceeding well. Chris Slate has finished 
building the windows for the car and they 
have been test fit.

The interior tear down of the 1489 is 
complete. The floor has been removed, as 
well as the luggage racks and the center 
panels of the ceiling. Mike Voiland and Dave 
Johnson have been looking at the roof to 
track down the remaining leaks. The inte-
rior components for the brake cylinders 
on GP30 522 have now been reconditioned 
and are ready to reinstall. We need 8 two 
way check valves, which should be on hand 
by 9/19/2014. Thanks to Graham-White, in 
Salem, for donation of these items!

We are considering bringing our coach 
No. 537 home from Chattanooga. We have 
requested quotes from Bob Willets and 
Charlie Polling for work on the 1148 and 
1489 and possibly the 512. We are examin-
ing the 1148 do determine the possibility of 
returning it to service as a commissary. 

We operated at VMT during the 
Grandparents’ Day event Saturday, the 14th

We have drafted a letter to the city regard-
ing repairs to the 9th street crossing while 
the 9th Street Bridge is out of service. 

National Representative Carl Jensen 
reported on the new Business Plan for the 
National NRHS. It is scheduled to be pre-
sented on 9/12/2014 and the Board will vote 
on the plan on 9/20/2014. Any changes to 
the bylaws would need to be ratified by 
the Membership, which likely requires 60 
days of notice. If so, that would require the 
National Meeting to be held on 11/20/2014 
or later, which is after the first meeting 
under the new Board of Directors.

The Board authorized Carl Jensen, as 
our National Representative, to represent 
the Chapter’s best interests before the 
National Railway Historical Society board 
in regards to any proposed reorganization 
and support that the newly elected Officers 
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in 1974 thanks to the efforts of J.E. Dorn 
Thomas, an electric engineer and historian.

Once at the museum, volunteers of the 
Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society painted and cosmetically 
restored the locomotive, honoring the peo-
ple that participated in the construction and 
operation of the 48-mile Panama Canal.

Today, built-up rust and corrosion has 
led to a much-needed paint job, prompt-
ing a fundraising initiative by the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation. Jed Thomas, the 
son of the late J.E. Dorn Thomas, is leading 
restoration efforts. Thomas and museum 
volunteers hope to raise enough funds to 
scrub the locomotive of its built-up corrosion 
then followed with a historic paint scheme. 
Additionally, the locomotive’s windows are 
in need of replacement.

“The first goal is to get the Mule painted 
and the windows done, then any funds 
beyond that we would like to use for an 
exhibit to show what the Mules did and the 
important work they did,” Jed Thomas tells 
Trains News Wire.

For more information on this unique rail-
road history project, go to www.vmt.org.

Southern Railway 4501 Update
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum’s 

Southern Railway 2-8-2 No. 4501 has been 
repainted, in black, and is back in service 
for the first time in many years. It was used 
on the TVRM Chattanooga area excursions 
this fall, some double-heading with the 2-8-0 
No. 630. Look for the 4501 to be the “Star” 
in Spring excursions under the auspices 
of Norfolk Southern’s 21st Century Steam 
Program in 2015, with the N&W No. 611 
appearing later in the year.

4th Quarter Timetable
December 6 and 7 – Candy Cane Express, 

Train rides by Roanoke Chapter at the 

Virginia Museum of Transportation. www.
vmt.org

Thursday, December 18 – Annual Chapter 
Holiday Gathering, Calvary Baptist Church.

June 14 – 20, 2015 – NRHS National 
Convention, Rutland, Vermont. Information 
now available at http://www.nrhs.com/2015_
Convention.

Two Books; Two Different Looks
by Dorr Tucker

Like many other Roanoke Chapter mem-
bers this writer has long been captivated 

by Colorado’s Railroads. My first trip West 
was to La Junta on the famed Super Chief in 
1972 (Amtrak train, yet very much a Santa 
Fe operation). With a passion for the last 
railroad operated passenger services I had 
two exciting daylight adventures on the vest 
pocket streamliner “The Rio Grande Zephyr” 
before the end of the decade. In those days, 
I could care less about the narrow gauge 
and names such as Rio Grande Southern or 
Denver & South Park meant little to me.

At that time there was a lot going on 
around Roanoke as the Chapter was on a roll 
with operations behind 4501, 630 or 722. 
Several of us always got to the siding at the 
foot of Tennessee St. in Salem, by 7:30 AM 
on Saturdays as we were converting our ex-
Southern heavyweight coaches to counter 
sales and open window service. Not long 
afterward, we acquired a lightweight Wabash 
coach (now owned by Monticello Railroad 
Museum) and our ex-GN dinette-dorm that 
we still own today. With the 1980s came the 
611 and so on and so on…………

A cross country journey, with editor, Jim 
Overholser, in 2011 to ride our former obser-
vation lounge 3305 on the Rio Grande Scenic 
opened some windows of opportunity and, 
yes, I enjoyed a most illumining ride on the 
Cumbres & Toltec with my brother in 2003. 
At any rate, when the chance came for a 10 
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and Members of the National Board be 
seated prior to any organizational changes. 
We also maintained the current Chapter 
Membership dues structure for all classes of 
membership for the year 2015.

No update on the January National board 
meeting that is to be held in Roanoke. We 
have an agreement with the Hotel Roanoke 
that there will be no contract signed until 
October

Virginian Station work proceeded with 
the pre-bid conference held at the Virginian 
Station on Thursday. Bids are due on 
September 18th and Jim projects that it will 
take up to 60 days to get the bids approved 
and the contract signed. After the bids were 
opened, the low bid presented was accepted 
by the Board, and awaits approval by the 
City and VDOT. 

Nominating committee made up of Skip 
Salmon (chair), Andrew McArthur, Walt 
Alexander are working to secure volunteers 
for the open Board seats. Terms expire for 
Lewis Foster, Ken Miller, Landon Gregory, 
and Eddie Mooneyham. Lewis and Ken will 
run for another term on the Board. Landon 
and Eddie will not be running again.

In early September, we received payment 
from TVRM for use of coach 537. Also, 
TVRM indicated they did not need use of 
the car in the foreseeable future. We will 
request to have 537 returned to Roanoke. 
GP30 522 continues to have air work done. 
After receiving bids for work on 1148 and 
1489, we will decide our priorities and move 
forward with maintenance and repairs. 

A meeting with City Transportation 
Manager Mark Jamison worked out details 
of our proposal to replace the crossing while 
the City’s work on 9th St. bridge has the 
road closed to traffic.

We will give train rides to the Railroad 
Museum of PA bus trip on September 14th. 
They will pass through town on their way 

home on Sunday the 19th and will visit 9th 
Street. Our crew also switched the VMT yard 
to prepare for the Amtrak Exhibit Train to 
be on display September 13&14. We’ll then 
re-switch the yard to return displays to their 
proper place.

The Board voted to allow NS to use our 
No. 1407, tool car, to be used (at no cost) to 
move with ex-N&W Y6a 2156..

The proposed re-organization of “the 
National” was voted down. Newly elected 
President Al Weber was seated at the same 
meeting. Roanoke will collect our own dues 
for 2015. National will handle their’s.

The Chapter continues its convoluted 
trail to get the Virginian Station completed. 
Meanwhile, the Nominating Committee 
announced the slate of nominees who will 
be running for the four seats on the Board. 
They are incumbents Ken Miller and Lewis 
Foster as well as Steve Smith, George Stein, 
Mike Voiland and Percy Wilkins.

The Chapter was nominated by Susan 
Larkin, of Valley Bank, for the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Small Business Award for non-
profit organizations. While we did not win 
in our category, we were able to gain expo-
sure among a lot of people and businesses 
that didn’t even know we existed. We were 
recognized at the Small Business Awards 
banquet at the Hotel Roanoke on October 2.

Donations through companies, such as 
Kroger and Amazon, are being explored. 
These allow purchases by people with dis-
count cards (Kroger Plus Cards for example) 
to have a small percentage of that purchase 
returned to the non-profit every time are 
used. More on that later.

As of November 20, we have secured sup-
plies for re-building the 9th Street grade 
crossing. We received about 75 new ties 
from Koppers (which were left over from 
an allotment designated for member Peter 
Lewis’ Apple Ridge Farm). Thanks to Peter 

for allowing us to have these! Also, Norfolk 
Southern has given us enough “main line” 
relay ties to cover our needs for the project. 
Thanks for NS’ help with this important job! 
Also, thanks to the City of Roanoke for work-
ing with us to get this crossing re-done while 
the 9th Street bridge replacement has the 
street out of service. 

The Chapter has been asked to help with 
refurbishing the “Panama Canal Mule” at 
VMT. We helped with the original placement 
of Mule No. 686 in the 1970s. We will try 
to help out with this worthy project. It is 
being spearheaded by the family of J. E. Dorn 
Thomas, a General Electric employee, who 
was instrumental in securing the Mule for 
preservation in Roanoke. Mr. Thomas passed 
away last July at age 83.

For a number of reasons, the Board has 
decided to reject all of the bids for Phase II of 
the Virginian Station. Our low bid contractor 
did not meet VDOT requirements regarding 
DBE (Disadvantaged Business Enterprise) 
goals. With the remaining bids much too 
high for us to work with, we have rejected all 
bids and will work on reducing project costs 
and re-bid the project next year. Also, we are 
applying for additional VDOT transportation 
enhancement grant money to help with the 
rising costs of completing the job.

At our Annual Meeting, Thursday, 
November 20, we had very unusual results 
with the election of Directors. There were six 
individuals running to fill four vacant seats. 
The person with the highest vote count 
is assured a director’s spot. The next two 
highest vote counts were the same (tied), 
therefore they both get a seat on the Board. 
With one seat still vacant, the next highest 
two votes were TIED! This left the sixth per-
son out of the running. For the remaining 
seat, the two tied votes will be decided in 
a run-off election at our December Dinner 
Meeting. 

Please come out to our Christmas Dinner 
meeting on Thursday, December 18. This is 
a great time of fellowship for our members. 
Sometimes there is little time to visit with 
other members during our monthly meet-
ings. December gives us a more time to enjoy 
each other. And, of course, this year we will 
be having the run-off election for the remain-
ing seat on the Board, so please come out 
and participate.

Progress on Boones Mill Depot
By Mike Smith

We are very happy that the depot is com-
ing to life again. Painting was completed on 
the north end November 12 and it looks just 
like it was over 50 years ago when it closed. 
Come by and take a look. It will be decorated 
for the Christmas holidays with a big wreath 
and lights.

Fundraiser seeks donations to 
restore Panama Canal ‘mule’ 
locomotive

By Chase Gunnoe |  
November 13, 2014, TRAINS News Wire

ROANOKE, Va. – After arriving at the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation in 1974, 
museum members and volunteers are seek-
ing donations for the refurbishing of a 
unique piece of early 20th century rail infra-
structure at the museum. The 1914 General 
Electric-built Panama Canal “mule” locomo-
tive No. 686 is in need of a new paint job, 
museum officials say. 

The 42-ton locomotive helped aid large 
container ships through the lock chambers of 
the Panama Canal in the mid 20th century. 
The so-called mule locomotives were used 
for side-to-side braking control in the locks. 
Only 40 of these unique towing locomotives 
were produced, which featured 220-volt, 
25-cycle motors. This locomotive was brought 
to the Virginia Museum of Transportation 
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our National Representative, to represent 
the Chapter’s best interests before the 
National Railway Historical Society board 
in regards to any proposed reorganization 
and support that the newly elected Officers 
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in 1974 thanks to the efforts of J.E. Dorn 
Thomas, an electric engineer and historian.

Once at the museum, volunteers of the 
Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society painted and cosmetically 
restored the locomotive, honoring the peo-
ple that participated in the construction and 
operation of the 48-mile Panama Canal.

Today, built-up rust and corrosion has 
led to a much-needed paint job, prompt-
ing a fundraising initiative by the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation. Jed Thomas, the 
son of the late J.E. Dorn Thomas, is leading 
restoration efforts. Thomas and museum 
volunteers hope to raise enough funds to 
scrub the locomotive of its built-up corrosion 
then followed with a historic paint scheme. 
Additionally, the locomotive’s windows are 
in need of replacement.

“The first goal is to get the Mule painted 
and the windows done, then any funds 
beyond that we would like to use for an 
exhibit to show what the Mules did and the 
important work they did,” Jed Thomas tells 
Trains News Wire.

For more information on this unique rail-
road history project, go to www.vmt.org.

Southern Railway 4501 Update
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum’s 

Southern Railway 2-8-2 No. 4501 has been 
repainted, in black, and is back in service 
for the first time in many years. It was used 
on the TVRM Chattanooga area excursions 
this fall, some double-heading with the 2-8-0 
No. 630. Look for the 4501 to be the “Star” 
in Spring excursions under the auspices 
of Norfolk Southern’s 21st Century Steam 
Program in 2015, with the N&W No. 611 
appearing later in the year.

4th Quarter Timetable
December 6 and 7 – Candy Cane Express, 

Train rides by Roanoke Chapter at the 

Virginia Museum of Transportation. www.
vmt.org

Thursday, December 18 – Annual Chapter 
Holiday Gathering, Calvary Baptist Church.

June 14 – 20, 2015 – NRHS National 
Convention, Rutland, Vermont. Information 
now available at http://www.nrhs.com/2015_
Convention.

Two Books; Two Different Looks
by Dorr Tucker

Like many other Roanoke Chapter mem-
bers this writer has long been captivated 

by Colorado’s Railroads. My first trip West 
was to La Junta on the famed Super Chief in 
1972 (Amtrak train, yet very much a Santa 
Fe operation). With a passion for the last 
railroad operated passenger services I had 
two exciting daylight adventures on the vest 
pocket streamliner “The Rio Grande Zephyr” 
before the end of the decade. In those days, 
I could care less about the narrow gauge 
and names such as Rio Grande Southern or 
Denver & South Park meant little to me.

At that time there was a lot going on 
around Roanoke as the Chapter was on a roll 
with operations behind 4501, 630 or 722. 
Several of us always got to the siding at the 
foot of Tennessee St. in Salem, by 7:30 AM 
on Saturdays as we were converting our ex-
Southern heavyweight coaches to counter 
sales and open window service. Not long 
afterward, we acquired a lightweight Wabash 
coach (now owned by Monticello Railroad 
Museum) and our ex-GN dinette-dorm that 
we still own today. With the 1980s came the 
611 and so on and so on…………

A cross country journey, with editor, Jim 
Overholser, in 2011 to ride our former obser-
vation lounge 3305 on the Rio Grande Scenic 
opened some windows of opportunity and, 
yes, I enjoyed a most illumining ride on the 
Cumbres & Toltec with my brother in 2003. 
At any rate, when the chance came for a 10 



ings as observers. For information these 
meetings normally start Saturday morning 
with the Advisory Council (representatives 
from chapters) and after lunch the Board of 
Directors begins their meeting, which usu-
ally recesses that evening and is continued 
into Sunday morning. I have not heard from 
either leader of the two groups as yet as to 
the schedule. 

RailCamp 2015 is at Newark, DE for 
Eastern Camp July 5-10 and Northwest 
Camp at Tacoma WA August 2-8. We had one 
great camper in our own Will Artis at our 
Western Camp in 2014, I hope we can find 
another young person for this coming year.

Mixed Freight, 4th Quarter
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

This time last year, I reported informa-
tion via a railfan/railroader associate 

that Norfolk Southern had major plans for 
changes in infrastructure for its trackage 
in downtown Richmond. The change were 
supposed to make the trackage modern loco-
motive friendly. According to my associate, 
those plans have been scrapped. So for the 
time being, second generation locomotives 
will continue to be the mainstay of Norfolk 
Southern road power for trains between 
West Point and Crewe. As for talk of the 
Buckingham Branch buying that line, things 
have been quiet the past year.

Two extremes. On Sunday, August 7th, 
normally long CSX intermodal train Q176 
showed up with a total of 3 cars - 2 five-unit 
cars, and 1 three-unit car. Two big evolu-
tionary series locomotives were in charge. 
Then, ten days later, CSX Q139 for August 
17th departed CSX’s Acca Yard with 189 cars 
totaling a length of 9,650 feet. Normally, 
this train is under 100 cars in length and 
if it does exceed 100 cars it’s not by much. 
This was one of the longest mixed freights 
to make the Richmond rail scene in many 

years. In fact, I haven’t witnessed such a 
monster freight on today’s CSX routes since 
the pre-CSX days. Two evolutionary series 
locomotives were in charge and there was 
an organized coordinated effort between the 
train’s crew and CSX’s BD dispatcher.

December 7th marks 20 years since our 
N&W Class J No. 611 made its last run to 
Roanoke bringing a close to a chapter of the 
Norfolk Southern Steam Program back in 
1994.

This past May 1st marked 30 years since 
the Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio Railroad 
was folded into the CSX conglomeration.

The RF&P Railroad Historical Society con-
tinues to grow. Our goal for members in 
2014 was 473. As of the 30th of August we 
exceeded that goal by 11. Next year we will 
celebrate ten years of existence.

I realize this has nothing to do with rail-
roading but in lieu of what’s been happen-
ing with our veterans, I decided to include 
it. It might just make some of you feel a 
little better. While railfaning in Crewe, I 
came upon a locomotive engineer wear-
ing a tee shirt that displayed the following 
message........REAL HEROES DON’T WEAR 
CAPES......THEY WEAR DOG TAGS.......

TRACK TO THE FUTURE: The future of 
Cass Scenic Railroad has been an ongoing 
topic of discussion among railfan circles for 
well over a year and there has been much 
speculation as to what might happen. Cass 
will now be operated by the Durbin and 
Greenbrier Valley Railroad as of November 1.

As a railfan, I try to see railroading from 
a variety of perspectives or plateaus, and 
especially with respect to locomotives. Most 
of us have read or seen claims of how many 
tons of freight can be moved per mile per 
gallon. If you think your fuel bill is substan-
tial to operate your one to three personal 
vehicles, think about the fuel bill of the rail-
roads. In response, railroads are constantly 
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day Colorado tour this past summer with my 
wife I realized how little I knew about the 
complex history of Colorado Railroads.

At that point I turned to “Railroads of 
Colorado” published in 2012 by Claude 
Wiatrowski. Although the generalized text 
is somewhat of a coffee table rendition the 
book will please both the general reader 
and the seasoned rail enthusiast. This vol-
ume brought such roads as The Colorado 
Midland and The Denver, Northwestern & 
Pacific back to life. If you are going out that 
way, click on Amazon to purchase your copy. 
When the book arrives, select the territory 
you want to cover on your first trip. If you 
are like me you may end up planning a 3rd 
or 4th trip, family permitting. One nega-
tive note is that Iowa Pacific’s (Ed Ellis) Rio 
Grande Scenic (route of our former obser-
vation car 3305) is only mentioned in one 
sentence.

Without doubt, most of our members are 
captivated by the Virginian Railway. Our 
friend, Aubrey Wiley from Lynchburg, who is 
author in residence for the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation, has published several 
Virginian booklets over the years. Last year 
he came out with Virginian Railway Heritage 
Trail with a forward by senior rail histo-
rian Harry W. Bundy and printed by Mid 
Atlantic Printers in Altavista. The book is 
an extremely detailed look of various loca-
tions on the railway that, for the most part, 
have never appeared in other publications. 
Aubrey is to be commended for heading 
out to Tidewater and West Virginia and 
digging up unique material that probably 
would have ended up undiscovered in an 
attic. I like the rare shot of a C&O E-8 pas-
senger unit in the short lived blue and yel-
low scheme of 1952 at Page WV on a detour 
movement. That plus several good shots of 
the rarely published NYC yard in Charleston 
including PA Pacific No. 213 just in from 

Roanoke on No. 3 made the book a must for 
me. However, speaking of our Star City, a 
photograph of the Virginian Station on page 
39 of the book could be a little misleading. It 
shows our structure in June 2012 with phase 
1 of reconstruction complete except for 
installation of the Terra Cotta roof. That shot 
is placed directly above a 1957 photo of the 
same building. To the uninformed historians 
of 2250 the appearance is such that only a 
roof replacement, rather than a complete 
rebuilding of the structure, was done in the 
early 21st. Century. In addition the 2001 fire 
would also be lost in the annals of history. 
At any rate I’m going to ask Santa for at least 
one of Aubrey’s other Virginian books for 
this Christmas.

The entertainingly written Colorado book 
gives a comprehensive, LOOK, into that 
states turbulent rail history. The Virginian 
Heritage Trail book gives a detailed, LOOK, 
that you will never find in another book.

Restoration of 611 in Full Swing
Down at Spencer, in the last few weeks, 

the mechanical team has been working on 
the superheaters and flexible stay bolt caps. 
A requirement of 611’s 1472-day inspection 
is the inspection of over 2,200 flexible stay-
bolts an arduous task for the crew.

The engineering and planning of the 
Preservation Facility to be constructed on 
the grounds of VMT in Roanoke is under-
way. Construction plans call for a “modern” 
lubritorium type building based on facilities 
such as built in Williamson and Roanoke.

A new rear flue sheet has been made and 
installed, and the first flues are hoped to be 
installed before December 1. 

On Thursday, December 11 The Virginia 
Museum of Transportation will oper-
ate a bus outing to the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer to see 
the work in progress on the 611. The bus 



Report of Advisory Council 
Representative

by Carl Jensen

The weekend of the NRHS Board of 
Directors and Advisory Council meet-

ings was held November 15-16 in Johnson 
City TN with over 50 attendees from both 
groups. This was the first meeting since the 
elections this past summer, and the first for 
the new President Al Weber. I am pleased 
to say the feeling of the members in atten-
dance seemed to me to be very positive and 
focused on getting NRHS out of the hole in 
spite of the major problems facing the new 
administration. 

The major topics included the very poor 
condition of the NRHS finances, with a 
large amount of current bills unpaid and 
very little money to pay against them. The 
serious part of this is that there is/was no 
appreciable income in sight, except the 
prospect of national dues. Dues are at this 
point the only potential source of income. 
An announcement from the President on 
December 1 stated dues bills have now been 
mailed to all members. In the interim our 
chapter and many others, following discus-
sions and suggestions at the Johnson City 
meeting, have initiated independent solicita-
tion of National dues in order to help cre-
ate some cash flow to national before the 
general mailing was made. That mailing 
was reportedly held up within the Fernley & 
Fernley organization, and would have been 
out to members by early November.

Both RailCamp and the NRHS Grants 
program will operate in 2015, as we were 
assured that earmarked funds for these two 
functions are set aside. RailCamp informa-
tion has been updated for 2015. and is 
available by email available by email at:  
RailCampNRHS@yahoo.com All communi-
cations (except the dues mailing) are being 

handled in digital form in order to save 
money on mailings. This includes the NRHS 
News, Telegraph and other communications 
to members.

A lawsuit was settled out of court between 
NRHS and Barry Smith, former head of 
the RailCamp program which grew out of 
an auto accident during the 2012 Camp at 
Tacoma WA in which Mr. Smith was injured. 
This has been lingering for some time, and 
takes one problem out of the hands of the 
new President.

A number of other items were discussed: - 
NRHS will close its cubical at F&F which will 
save the Society $500. Per month. . There is 
a limited contract with F&F which lasts until 
July 15, 2015. A donation has been received 
to digitize our film library. The project is 
about ½ done and a digital catalog is being 
created. Joe Maloney (Awards Chairman.) 
reported 75, 60 and 50 year pins will be 
mailed out in January. The “NRHS Fund” is 
now a 501c (3) and is a separate corporation. 
The Fund was set up during this past year, 
and is intended to support NRHS operations 
financially. However, there are several ques-
tions now being asked by various Board and 
Advisory Committee members concerning 
the independence of this organization and 
exactly how it will function in relation to 
NRHS. Conventions - The 2014 Springdale 
convention did make a profit for the Society 
but the final accounting is not complete. 
The 2015 Convention at Rutland, VT will be 
June 14-20. Tickets are now on sale through 
the NRHS website. There is no 2016 site as 
yet.

The Winter 2015 Board of Directors and 
Advisory Committee meetings will be held at 
Hotel Roanoke January 10-11 with Roanoke 
Chapter as host. A show of hands at Johnson 
City indicated about 50 members will be in 
attendance. NRHS members including those 
from Roanoke Chapter can attend the meet-
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will load at VMT between 7 & 7:30 AM with 
a planned return at 6PM. The cost will be 
$50 for VMT members and $55 for non-
members. Price will include a box lunch, 
admission to the North Carolina museum 
and a train ride around the museums 
grounds. Highlights include a tour of the 611 
restoration bay and the opportunity to meet 
members of the mechanical team. Pictures 
are encouraged! Visit vmt.org to register.

Durbin & Greenbrier To 
Take Over Cass Scenic Rail 
Operations

In an agreement executed recently, the 
West Virginia Department of Commerce-
parent of the Department of Natural 
Resources and the West Virginia State Park 
system-transferred Cass Scenic Railroad State 
Park railroad operations to the Elkins-based 
Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad (DVGR) 
to take over Cass railroad operations under 
its existing contract with the SRA.

None of the 14 Cass railroad employees 
will be let go or forced to relocate. The West 
Virginia Secretary of Commerce said that the 
reason for the change was due to a one and 
a half million dollar state subsidy to keep 
the railroad running at the Cass State Park. 
John Smith of the DVGR has proposed con-
struction of a 90-mile rail loop, using exist-
ing rail grades, to connect Elkins, Durbin, 
Cass, Tygart Jctn. and Belington. This plan 
would cost some $24 million, but bring 
in about $50 million to the local economy 
according to Smith. Of course, no mention 
of where the $24 million is to come from.

N&W 2156 Update
As of this writing, 2156 remains waiting at 

the gate for the UP to pick her up from St. 
Louis Museum of Transport. The rumors of 
why she has not moved continue to circulate 
but nothing factual has been announced. 

Factually speaking, NS asked to use the 
Roanoke Chapter Tool Car 1407 to accompa-
ny the 2156 back to Roanoke. That will likely 
make the 1407 the only N&W head end 
car to ever operate behind each of the 'big 
three”. It has been reported that the 2156 
will move in the first quarter of 2015.

Governor Announces First Phase 
of Construction for Roanoke 
Amtrak

On Wednesday November, 12 Virginia 
Governor Terry McAuliffe spoke at the O. 
Winston Link Museum to announce that 
construction will commence early next year 
on a platform to serve Amtrak in Roanoke. 
The regional passenger route will be extend-
ed 52 miles from Lynchburg by 2017. The 
governor proclaimed that bringing passenger 
service back to Roanoke will be an enor-
mous economic driver for the region and the 
entire commonwealth. Roanoke is the latest 
step for Virginia to lead the way as one of 
the few states in the country to success-
fully negotiate the addition of new intercity 
passenger service in a major rail corridor 
balancing freight and economic development 
needs with additional intercity passenger 
rail options.

His declaration was certainly music to the 
ears to many of us who have been advo-
cating this for many years. While it was 
gratifying to meet the governor it was even 
better to have a congenial chat with our 
State Senator, John Edwards, a person many 
of us run in to from time to time. Senator 
Edwards is no stranger to rail travel, riding 
the train to college back in the early 1960’s. 
He would take No. 18, The Birmingham 
Special out of Roanoke at 6:37 in the morn-
ing heading to Princeton University.

While the governor’s announcement was 
more or less expected,the ceremony was 
well worth attending considering that many 
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of us have been striving for this to come to 
pass for many years.

Town Hall Meeting Clarifies 
Amtrak Service

On Monday November 10 state senator 
John Edwards of Roanoke held a Town 

Hall meeting at the Link museum updating 
progress on the future Amtrak service out 
of Roanoke. Although, our senator couldn’t 
attend the meeting in person due to the 
special session of The General Assembly he 
greeted some 75 attending via a brief tele-
phone hook up.

Early next year construction will begin on 
infrastructure work that includes the new 
underground culvert, a house track and adja-
cent boarding platform, along with a main-
tenance facility. The “RIP” track for main-
tenance is expected to be located alongside 
the Transportation Museum while the load-
ing platform will incorporate many of the 
features of the present rail walk between 
North Jefferson Street and Park Street.

The meeting was highlighted by 
Jennifer Mitchell, Director of the 
Virginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation and Kevin Page, rail chief 
operating officer for the department. Several 
questions from the audience were directed 
at perfunctory, indirectly related matters 
such as a bus connection to the Cardinal at 
Clifton Forge and the like. Kevin Page made 
a good point in that rail service west of 
Roanoke should start only after two or three 
trial years of successful, bus connections in 
that direction. Both Mitchell and Page stated 
that a stop in Bedford would be impracti-
cable and defeat the purpose of dependable 
high speed rail linking Roanoke, Lynchburg 
and Charlottesville to Washington and New 
York and beyond. Several Chapter members 
in the audience attested to this point. While 
we’ll never get a bullet train out of the Star 

City, reliable service at speeds up to 79 
mph will offer new convenience for those 
heading to the DC area and beyond and in 
reverse open up the comfort of the slower 
pace of our region.

Mechanical Committee Report
by Lewis Foster

The Mechanical Committee has been busy 
for the past few months. We have made 

good progress on several projects and are 
in the planning stage of several more. The 
wooden box car is coming to a finish, with 
the window installation completed and the 
interior painted. There are some final exte-
rior paint details and lettering waiting for 
good weather.

The air brake valves on GP30 No. 522 
have been rebuilt and reinstalled, the brake 
cylinders re-packed, and some worn pip-
ing replaced. The air system will be tested 
in the next few weeks and the engine will 
be ready to travel to Southern Appalachia 
Railway Museum for its stay as a guest loco-
motive.

Preliminary work has started on the 
Devil’s Lake (No. 1148) to put the car back 
into commissary service. This includes test-
ing of the current mechanical systems on 
the car and planning for necessary upgrades. 
Plans to convert the dormitory end of the 
car into additional sales space are also in the 
works.

The Chapter has also operated or assisted 
with several special events at the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation this fall. Rides 
on the Chapter’s equipment were pro-
vided to a visiting group from the Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania, and we switched 
the museum yard for the visit of the Amtrak 
exhibit train. Coming up on December 6th 
and 7th, we will be running train rides as 
part of VMT’s Candy Cane Express event. If 
you’d like to help out, please contact Gary 

Yes, it is dues renewal time. All member-
ships expire on December 31. Each of you by 
now should have received from me either an 
email with a Roanoke Chapter renewal form 
(PDF) attached or a hard-copy form in the US 
postal mail. This was for your Chapter dues 
only. Many of you have already returned the 
form with your dues check to our P.O. Box, 
and we thank you for your prompt renewal 
response.

As you have heard in recent months, the 
National dues renewal process this year is a 
little trickier and you have several alterna-
tives. But it’s not so complicated that we 
can’t handle it! National dues must be sent 
separately from Chapter dues as you have 
been told. The BEST and preferred way to 
renew is by going to the National website 
www.NRHS.com, clicking on Membership 
tab, clicking on Renew Your Membership, fill 
out the form, and then paying with a credit 
card as you Check out with PayPal. You will 
need your membership number, which is 
on you current membership card and also in 
the Roanoke Chapter 2014 Roster. If you can-
not locate your number, you may contact me 
via email or phone call (540) 345 – 5826.

A second way, and this is made avail-
able for those without internet access, is to 
send your dues check to the Chapter P.O. 
Box. Make your check payable to “Roanoke 
Chapter NRHS”. On the memo line, specify 
for “National Dues”. With the check include 
a list of the names of each person for whom 
you are paying dues (i.e., don’t forget to pay 
for and list each Family Member.) A Chapter 
volunteer (Treasurer Jim Cosby) will com-
bine your dues payment with others and see 
that your dues are sent to National for you. 
This is preferable to the third method below.

National will eventually be mailing out 
dues renewal notices to everyone. A third 
method to renew is to wait until you receive 
the renewal notice and then you can mail 

them a check. Please be aware, however, 
that the check will be handled under a 
contract with Fernley and Fernley, and will 
cost NRHS between $10 - $15 PER CHECK 
for processing. Obviously, this is not a cost 
effective alternative for our National orga-
nization and I would like to discourage you 
from doing this.

If you pay your dues by any method 
prior to receiving the renewal letter from 
National, just ignore the letter. The timing 
of National sending out the letter is uncer-
tain as of this writing, but the need for the 
dues is NOW.

The payment schedule for Roanoke 
Chapter dues was on the form I sent you 
recently. The payment schedule for you to 
calculate your National dues is:
 Regular Member  ..........................$50.00
 Family Member .........  $7.00 per person
 Student Member  .........................$16.00
 Youth Member  ..............................$5.00

I also encourage you to consider giving 
an unrestricted gift to National. National 
needs the money! You may give online at 
www.NRHS.com under the Giving tab. You 
may also include a donation to National 
with your check if you are mailing it to the 
Chapter. Please indicate the amount of your 
donation to National.

Turntable Times mailing labels were print-
ed before any 2015 dues were processed, 
so ignore the expiration date if you have 
already paid.

I thank everyone for staying with Roanoke 
Chapter over the years that I have served as 
your Membership Chairman. The ride this 
year seems to have been rough and bouncy, 
but there are smooth rails and a green sig-
nal ahead (do I hear a J611 whistle?), so stay 
with us to see what comes down the track!
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Holiday Greetings
The staff of Turntable Times wishes you 

and your family a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holidays! 

Jim Overholser, Editor 
Dorr Tucker, Contributing Editor

Ken Miller, Publisher and Historian 

Holiday Gathering and Special 
Run- Off Election

For the first time in the 46 year history of 
our organization we will have a run off 

election to determine a winner among two 
candidates for the board of directors that 
tied for 4th place in our annual BOD elec-
tion on November 20. The two candidates 
are George Stein and Percy Wilkins. The spe-
cial election will take place in the fellowship 
hall at Calvary Baptist Church on Thursday 
December 18. The dinner will begin at 6PM 
followed by a yearly review, an interesting 
entertainment program along with the spe-
cial election. The board members already 
selected by the membership in the regular 
election on November 20 are Steve Smith, 
Lewis Foster and Ken Miller.

Set up for the meal begins at 3PM and 
help is always appreciated. The chapter will 
provide meat, place settings and drinks. 
Please bring your favorite side dish or des-
sert. Following the election, we will have a 
program followed by a summary of the years 
events.

Guests of members are welcome; however 
only bona fide current Chapter members 
may vote. This is the big social event of the 
year for our organization and with the spe-
cial election this could the most significant 
event of the year short of the 611 leaving 
town for restoration.

Also, absentee ballots will be available for 
those unable to attend the Gathering. To 
vote by absentee ballot one must:

1. Request an absentee ballot from the 
Secretary (Lewis Foster) or the Chairman of 
the nominating committee (Skip Salmon). 
You will receive (a) one ballot; (B) one “bal-
lot envelope; and (c) one mailing envelope.

2. Mark the ballot in the “ballot” envelope 
for one of the two candidates. If you vote 
for more than one your ballot will be dis-
carded.

3. Place the ballot in the “ballot” envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the “bal-
lot“ envelope.

4. Place “ballot” envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to: 
Roanoke Chapter NRHS, P. O. Box 13222, 
Roanoke, VA 24032-1322 (Account heavy vol-
ume of Holiday Mail allow sufficient time 
for reasonable delivery before 12/18/14.) 
Or the envelope may be delivered to the 
Secretary or Committee Chair any time 
before the event.

Membership Report
by Walter Alexander, November 20, 2014

The Chapter welcomes new member 
Elizabeth N. Lamons of Roanoke. Please 

make her feel welcome. We now have 195 
Chapter members.

As you may recall, in the spring of 2014 I 
announced to the Chapter that I was resign-
ing on June 30 as Membership Chairman & 
Electronic Billing Contact (EBC). I have con-
tinued to fulfil these duties until a replace-
ment has been found. I am pleased to have 
David Johnson volunteer to take over these 
positions. David and I have not yet had the 
opportunity to discuss in detail the duty 
requirements and make the transfer, but 
we are working on it! Since the 2015 dues 
renewal cycle has already begun, I will con-
tinue to help with these duties until Dave is 
up to speed. Thank you, Dave, for helping 
the Chapter in these important matters. 
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Gray.
Volunteers are always welcome at our 

work sessions at the 9th street restoration 
yard. No special skills are required. If you’d 
like to come by and lend a hand, or just to 
see what we’re working on, contact Gary or 
Lewis Foster for directions. Photos of our 
current and past projects are available on the 
Chapter’s Facebook page at http://www.face-
book.com/roanokenrhs/

Jack Showalter Passes
Well known to many Chapter mem-

bers, Jack Showalter passed away in 
Charlottesville on November 12. Jack 
was best known to us as operator of the 
Allegahany Central out of Intervale just west 
of Covington. 

Jack's locomtotives also were the only 
steam to run the mainline of the Southern 
in that "steamless summer" of 1980

His operation later began the Western 
Maryland Scenic, and a few years later oper-
ated his two steam locomtoives over Afton 
Mountain on CSX in the fall of 1993. The 
locomotives and some cars remain stored in 
Verona, Virginia. 

Our sympathies to the family.

Introduction

My name is George Stein and I am 
running for a seat on the Board of 

Directors. Some of you may remember me 
from the later days of the steam program 
where I was a car host on several trips, 
though most of my time was spent at the 
9th Street siding maintaining our coaches, 
locomotives and other related equipment. 
My current job is Chief Engineer of WPXR-
TV here in Roanoke. I have held this posi-
tion for 17 years. 

I was sidetracked for a number of years 
by my love of exotic animals, mostly feline. 
I spent most of my spare time at a wildlife 

sanctuary down in North Carolina caring for 
a large variety of cats including lions, tigers, 
lynx, serval, bobcat, jungle cats and even a 
small pack of gray wolves. Another interest 
during this time and even up to the present 
is rocketry. I design, build and fly a variety 
of high power rockets, my largest is over 12' 
tall and weighs over 50 pounds. I still fly 
when my paying job allows me time to do 
so.

For the last couple of years I have become 
active again with the chapter, spending 60 
to 80 hours a month working on stuff at our 
9th Street siding or over at the VMT helping 
with our rides or as ground crew when mov-
ing the museums rail equipment around. 

So, if I haven’t bored you silly yet, I said 
all that to get to the point of my letter. 
Our chapter is probably one of the more 
active chapters in the country with our past 
involvement with the steam program and 
our existing stable of in-service and not 
quite so in-service rail equipment. We have 
had much on our plate over the years and 
still could probably use plates with taller 
sides. Current and upcoming projects includ-
ing the Virginian Station renovation, the 
return of the 611 to excursion service and 
the Belt Line are sure to require much from 
this chapter. The Board of Directors will 
have much to consider in the near future. 
I would very much like to join the board 
for these upcoming tasks and I ask for your 
vote. 

Thank you for your time and consider-
ation. (Editor's note: George submitted this 
article unsolicited.)

Railroad License Plates
Harold Hunley suggested a good idea for 

a future Turntable Times article – Railroad-
related personalized license plates. If you’re 
willing, send the Editor what you have on 
your personalized license plate (like “611” 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

December 19, 2014. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Dorr Tucker captured eastbound No. 4, the Pocahontas as it rolled 

into Roanoke in December 1967. At least 11 cars are visible, includ-
ing 4 head end cars, indicating a holiday mail heavy train. No. 4  
has run into some snow somewhere west. In Roanoke, the remain-
ing snow, partially covering the track in the immediate foreground 
is where the Amtrak station will be placed more than 47 years 
later!.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
January 15. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

The February meeting will be held Thursday, February 19.
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 

below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Meeting Notice

1 14

From the Archive
by Ken Miller

Usually I write about something that has 
been gone for years and probably no 

thought was given to saving it. Here is a 
short story about an artifact that could and 
should have been saved. 

This story starts with a few facts. 
December 1906 built wooden business car 
"Dixie", probably one of the last all wooden 
double platform business cars to be built, 
now couple that with the fact that it was 
built for Henry Rogers for his Tidewater 
(soon to become Virginian). For most rail-
roads, this oddity was not likely to survive 
the end of the wooden car era in the 1930s. 

However, the frugal Virginian kept the 
car in service, transferring it to MofW as a 
supply car in 1943, where it soldiered on 
to almost the end of the Virginian itself. 
However, fate intervened, and the Kentucky 
Railway Museum asked the Virginian for a 
donation of the car in 1959. This became 
only the second (and last) piece of equip-
ment the Virginian saw fit for preserva-
tion. The car was probably repainted 
into Virginian orange and shipped off to 
Louisville. 

The years and whoever 
was the "Dixie's" savior, 
was not kind. Floods of 
the Ohio River had the car 
underwater to the roofline 
at least once, and she 
sadly sat outside through 
all sorts of weather. In 
October 1986 a chance 
meeting and discussion 
with some KRM folks and 
two VGN fans (Jeff Sanders 
and myself) from Roanoke 
lead to an effort to save the 
car. We visited the car in 
early December and found 

the sad sight (below), but we felt it was still 
saveable. A lot of work, a lot of money and 
a project begging for corporate sponsorship. 
Jeff and I tried to rally VGN fans with a let-
ter begging for help and expression of inter-
est (remember no internet in those days). 
We sent out over 100 letters. Our response? 
Zero, nothing. After a few months, we said 
there was no way we could personally spon-
sor such a project, with no interest or money 
at VMT or the Chapter. Remember we were 
operating 611 and expecting 1218 out soon.

Then, a glimmer of interest in NS lead us 
to call KRM about the car. I was told to call 
back a week later, and was informed that 
the car had been bulldozed a few days prior, 
the then-current president of KRM wanted it 
gone quickly, and he wanted nothing to gum 
up the works like saving a true artifact.

So, the "Dixie" is gone, we were told that 
the platform hardware was sold to a rail-
roadiana dealer, so it may still exist out 
there, Jeff and I each carried off a shard of 
broken clearstory green milk glass and our 
photos, but the "Dixie" had disappeared into 
the mud at not quite age 81. A real shame.

Kenneth L. Miller Photo
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Return Service Requested

Dated Material
Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

December 18 - Holiday Gathering
January 6 - Board Meeting
January 15 - General Meeting
February 3 - Board Meeting
February 19 - General Meeting
March 3 - Board Meeting
March 19 - General Meeting
April 7 - Board Meeting
April 16 - General Meeting
May 5 - Board Meeting
May 19 - General Meeting
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Visit us on the web: www.RoanokeNRHS.org

or “Railfan” or whatever) and in a future issue 
we’ll publish them along with your name. 

Phone Numbers For Emergency 
Notification

You may use these telephone numbers to 
report emergencies or other conditions affect-
ing railroad operations, including trespassers, 
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc.

Norfolk Southern 800-453-2530
CSX 800-232-0144 Happy Holidays

From the
Turntable Times Staff!


