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Upcoming meetings/events
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the O. Winston Link Museum.

October 17 - General Meeting
November 5 - Board Meeting
November 20 - Annual Meeting
December 3 - Board Meeting 
December 19 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 16 - General Meeting
February 4 - Board Meeting
February 20 - General Meeting
March 4 - Board Meeting
March 20 - General Meeting
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of 1880, Thomas Edison’s men laid some 
track for about 1/3 of a mile at Menlo Park, in 
Philadelphia. Electric power was applied to 
the rails, one rail positive and one rail nega-
tive. On May 13, Charles Batchelor manned 
the throttle for the first time ever on an 
electric railway in America. Visitor Frank 
Thompson, head of the mighty Pennsylvania 
Railroad examined the system, rode the train 
and pronounced it “impractical and electric 
systems would never replace steam!! (Roy 
Hudson’s Odds & Ends).
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

November 22, 2013. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
It was 50 years ago this past June when Abram Burnett recorded 

the arrival of No. 4, The Pocahontas at Christiansburg lead by the 
511. Notice the dust flying. The Poky might have been running a 
bit late that day and the engineer was trying make up some time 
and sanding for traction to get out of the station.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
October 17, 2013. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our Annual meeting well be held Thursday November 21 at 7:30 
pm. Please see the election information on the opposite page.

Meeting Notice
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Fire Up 611 Update
by Fran Ferguson

The Campaign to Fire Up 611 has received 
donations from 48 states and 11 countries. 
We have been overwhelmed by the level of 
interest and this great diversity of donors.

 Right now, we are in the process of nego-
tiating contracts on the restoration site, res-
toration work, operations.

We are very pleased with our progress 
toward our goal, but we still need help to 
reach it. Many thanks to all the chapter 
members who have donated to the cam-
paign, spread the word, and provided other 
help!

For more information about the project, 
visit http://www.fireup611.org/.

Chapter 611 Challenge Grant
The Roanoke Chapter Board is issu-

ing a challenge to Chapter members for 
contributions to the FireUp611 campaign. 
Roanoke Chapter will match, dollar for 
dollar, all Chapter member contributions 
to the FireUp611 campaign up to a total 
of $5,000.00. With member contributions 
that can be a total of $10,000.00 toward the 
FireUp611 campaign! Please help us reach 
our goal, sooner, not later!

Please send your contributions to the 
Roanoke Chapter, NRHS, and “memo - 
FireUp611”. We will then “match” your 
money and send the total of the dona-
tion on to VMT, up to a total of $5,000.00 
($10,000.00 matched). Your money will be 
tax-deductible, to the extent allowed by law, 
as the Chapter is a 501(c)(3) corporation.

If you have already made a donation 
directly to VMT, just send us a copy of your 
“donation letter” from VMT with a copy of 
your cancelled check, and we will match 
that, as well.

Also, do not forget, if you work, or are 

retired from NS or GE, those companies 
have matching grant programs. Other com-
panies may also have matching grant pro-
grams which you could use. Please check 
with your employer to see if they will do 
that. Remember, you must follow the guide-
lines for each individual company. You 
could potentially “triple” your donation in 
this way.

Thanks very much! We all want to see 611 
run again and we want to be a part of this 
magnificent project. Please help us to help 
VMT with this once-in-a-lifetime project! 
Let’s FireUp611!

Where is my Newsletter?
by Ken Miller

So why is the Turntable Times late?
Well, it is complicated, like most every-

thing these days. Through no fault of Jim 
Overholser and Dorr Tucker it fell at a bad 
time. As might have been reported else-
where, this was a very busy summer, my 
work was overly busy with a somewhat rail 
related project in the form of the Bluefield 
Coal Show. Coupled with the almost con-
stant mowing takes away what little spare 
time I seem to have. Among others the 
Turntable Times has to be fitted in around 
work, home and family. I apologize, but this 
job is open to anyone who wants to take it 
on, you can start as soon as the next issue!

News Briefs:
From the Midwest Rail Scene Report, 

October, 2013
Amtrak has repainted P42 No. 42 in a red, 

white and blue scheme to honor military 
veterans. It and Norfolk Southern’s vet-
erans unit No. 6920 should be on display 
during Railfest over Labor Day at Scranton, 
Penn. Amtrak plans to hire 25% veterans 
in new hires by 2015…. During the spring 
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 21, 2013. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

The incumbents are:
Jim Cosby*
Gary Gray*

Carl Jensen*
Skip Salmon*
Jeff Sanders*

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are five 
(5) positions to be voted on. Please consider 
putting your name in nomination. Within 
the last few years the Chapter's responsibili-
ties have greatly increased, what with the 
Virginian Station project, our excursions, 
and the Chapter's equipment. Please consid-
er helping out. You may contact a member 
of the nominating committee - Brian Crosier, 
Bonnie Molinary and Dorr Tucker.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 

accepted.
To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than five (5) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Board Meeting Summary- 
Summer 2013

Our Alco T-6 Locomotive No. 41 is 
85% rewired and has been in opera-

tion throughout the summer along with 
coach 512 at the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation. Our other operating 
Powhatan Arrow coach 537, in service at the 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum, now 
has a newly repainted roof. Electrical prob-
lems on that car turned out to be minor. 
Eddie Mooneyham reported that TVRM 
has N&W coach, No. 531, available for sale. 
Lewis Foster is heading a committee that 
is analyzing our rolling stock and will meet 
with the FireUp611 committee to evalu-
ate future needs. The Eagle Scout boxcar 
project is almost complete. Gary Gray and 
Lewis will represent the Chapter at the Boy 
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the National Office. Also a 2013 budget 
was finally proposed by management and 
approved with very slight modification by 
the Board. (National Reps cannot vote on 
this). There was a strong attempt to amend 
the budget proposal by one Board member, 
whose various motions were systemati-
cally countered by the President. Nearly all 
comments on the proposed amendments 
were discussed only by the President whose 
rational in many cases was that the budget 
was only for 2013 and since half the year 
was already past much of the money had 
already been spent or committed. Only 
one proposed amendment amounting to a 
$1,000 reduction in an item in the budget 
was passed by the board. They defeated 
every other proposal for change. The board 
did not really take a proactive role in 
attempting to make some hard decisions and 
cut expenses. The budget projects overall 
income of $943,000, compared to expenses 
of $1,017,000 or a net LOSS of ($74,000) for 
the year 2013.

The financial report was sent out from the 
National Office in August (it was promised 
by early July). It is very important to note 
that this report covers only the first half of 
2013. A couple of items are worth noting: 
Convention income for 2013 is budgeted 
for $400,000 but none is listed for the first 
half of 2013, even though much of that 
income will have already been received 
during the early part of this year. Some 
convention expenses are already on the 
books ($106,500) which probably represents 
deposits and other preliminary convention 
planning expenses. Why convention income 
already received is not shown in the year to 
date actual column compared to budget is 
not explained. 

Nearly all of the various budget categories 
shown represent summaries for compa-
rable income or expenses, and it is hard to 

analyze the details (especially of expenses) 
as to what the actual individual expendi-
tures within a category entail. Association 
Management is the Fernley & Fernley 
account which is the largest single budgeted 
expense ($172,000) with the Bulletin as 
second($100,000). Convention expenses are 
mostly variable depending on attendance 
whereas the F&F and Bulletin items are for 
all intents and purposes fixed either by con-
tract (F&F) or Management’s traditional com-
mitment to the Bulletin. As budgeted con-
vention income is projected at $400,000 and 
expenses at $350,000 thus projecting a net 
profit this year. While management stated 
they felt the convention was “in the black” 
as of the board meeting,they made no fur-
ther specific estimates on what the results 
will be. There is some additional financial 
data available. Please see or talk to me if you 
would like to discuss the NRHS financial 
report in more detail.

RailCamp in 2014 will be headquartered in 
the East at the University of Delaware from 
July 6-12, with venues at Amtrak (2 days) 
Strasburg, PA (2 days and final at Amtrak 
for 24 campers. The Western RailCamp will 
headquarter in Tacoma WA July 27-August 
3 with venues at Amtrak; Sound Transit; 
Tacoma Rail Mt. Rainer Scenic. This camp 
will be for 5 and a half days for 16 campers. 
Fee will be $1,200 for each camper. Roanoke 
Chapter is offering a scholarship for one 
camper, preferably someone from our area, 
but available to another candidate if we can’t 
nominate one of our own. 

The next joint Board and Advisory 
Committee meeting will be in November, 
although I understand a called meeting 
(presumably closed) of the Board only will 
be held in October, supposedly to discuss 
financial matters at that time. Results of the 
convention and first returns for 2014 dues 
should be in by then.



Virginia Musician Lauds  
The Amtrak Crescent

By Dorr Tucker 
As we all know, country classics such as 

‘THE WRECK OF THE OLD 97” and “THE 
WABASH CANNON BALL” have always had 
a following by the general public as well as 
the rail community. As rail historians, most 
of us are familiar with the musical influence 
of various rail tragedies that seemed to be 
prolific in our region during the early years 
of the last century. Such morbid refrains as 
“The Wreck on the C&O” and “The Wreck 
of the Virginian” can almost bring a tear to 
our eye. On a lighter note, after April 1946, 
when Norfolk and Western introduced the 
“The Powhatan Arrow,” local country artist 
Tommy Mangness came out with the lyrics 
of the “Powhatan Arrow” which was the flip 
side of the 78 recording of “Sittin on Top 
of the World,” a less than celebrated hit of 
the day. In recent years rail ballads seem to 
trend toward social and geographical values 
such as Steve Goodman and Arlo Guthrie’s 
“City of New Orleans.” With that in mind 
we wonder if any current railroad music is 
focusing on the social conscience of today’s 
world and a real 21st century express train?

 Such a tune is “Amtrak Crescent” written 
by Virginia native and renowned guitarist 
Scott Miller of Swoope, near Staunton on 
the old C&O Mountain Subdivision (now the 
Buckingham Branch Railroad). Scott, born in 
1968 and a 1990 William and Mary grad, set-
tled in Knoxville after college. With stents in 
several bands behind him he formed “Scott 
Miller and the Commonwealth“ in 2000 and 
introduced the lyrics for “Amtrak Crescent” 
in 2003. The country/rock ballad is some-
what of a social parody as it describes a 
northbound journey on the “Crescent” due 
to running out of money in New Orleans, 
finding no “ham” in Birmingham, and 

going back to eastern time in Georgia as a 
mundane life simply “Goes On.” Further 
north he refers to the ghost ride between 
“Lynchburg and Danville” and political unity 
in Virginia as long as the Battle of Manassas 
is not referred to as “Bull Run.” DC is noted 
for a lot of rancor where nobody gets along, 
but life “goes on.” The lyrics are stretched 
when the Northeast Corridor is referred 
to as the Eastern Shore. But, that is to be 
expected in the whimsical world of music.

 An avid railfan, Scott has taken on a 
stance of personal responsibility to remind 
musicians and music fans about the joys of 
rail travel. He is keenly aware that trains 
were vital in the development of our coun-
try, yet he knows about the post war auto-
motive lobby to put all transportation on 
rubber tires. In 2003 he contacted Amtrak 
Field Marketing Executive Jerome Trhan, 
who soon became an enthusiastic sup-
porter and arranged for a Crescent route 
tour for the band. Starting in New Orleans 
Union Public Terminal on National Train 
Day May 9, 2009, the band boarded the 
Crescent for performances in Greenville 
SC, Charlottesville, Alexandria, Easton 
Maryland, Philadelphia and New York City.

 Scott and The Commonwealth’s last per-
formance in Roanoke was back in April. But 
he is slated to be back in town at Kirk Ave 
Music Hall on Saturday, November 23, fol-
lowing Thanksgiving on the family cattle 
farm in Augusta County. Wouldn’t it be fun 
for our gang to meet up with him down-
town on the Saturday after Thanksgiving 
this Fall? See you there!

National Representative Report
By Carl Jensen

At the June NRHS Advisory Board and 
Board of Directors meetings in Minneapolis 
there was again more discussion about 
the lack of financial information from 

Scout Ceremony. At our 9th Street Facility 
the refurbishment of VMTs heavyweight 
Pullman Lake Pearl is coming along. For a 
contribution of $1,000 we have arranged for 
Maryland based Georges Creek RR to paint a 
locomotive after repair at Shaffers Crossing 
by NS.

The board approved moving forward with 
a $250,000 construction loan for Phase II at 
the Virginian Station. Ken Miller is chairing 
a sub-committee that will oversee the instal-
lation of artifacts and displays in the bag-
gage room area at the station. Rick Rader has 
a large display case to donate to the Station. 
We have had some problems with the secu-
rity alarm at the Station resulting in Skip 
Salmon being called in the middle of the 
night on several occasions but this problem 
seems to be resolved. Jim and Noel Cosby 
have arranged for the renowned artist, P. 
Buckley Moss to do a print of the Station 
that we will be able to sell for a substantial 
commission.

Carl Jensen attended the National 
Advisory Meeting in Minnesota in June. 
All Chapters are concerned about the cur-
rent National financial situation and the 
dues increase that appears to offer nothing 
to local Chapters or their members. Carl 
will not attend the Alaska convention this 
September but will attend a national meet-
ing in Delaware in November.

We have participated in two interest-
ing photo shoots at VMT and have earned 
some revenue from switching services. We 
worked with Lerro Productions on July 13 & 
14 with many members dressing in “period” 
costumes of the steam era. A second photo 
shoot on August 6 was held for a British 
Publishing crew.

Treasurer, Jim Cosby has been on “sick 
leave” following surgery while Paul M. 
Howell had a preventive surgical procedure.

We Are For Real
By Dorr Tucker

Our 10th Street switcher operations on 
weekend special events at The Virginia 

Museum of Transportation continue to be 
successful. On “Safety Weekend,” August 
17, we handled over 500 passengers on 
35 separate runs from the museum up to 
10th Street. On “Grandparents” weekend, 
September 7 & 8, we had 857 passengers on 
Saturday and still counting as we went to 
press on Sunday. So far this year we have 
carried 5,701 passengers and expect to han-
dle a couple thousand more by the time we 
operate the “Candy Cane” jobs in December. 
We run a real train, run by real railroaders 
with a real locomotive and real rolling stock. 
Once again our 1959-built former Norfolk 
and Western Alco T-6 No. 41 along with ex-
Powhatan Arrow coach 512, our CH class 
caboose 518409 and Jeff Shelton’s C-31 cab, 
offered a real railroading experience for the 
young and old alike. Where else can folks 
ride a real train for only $2? Not only is this 
operation an outstanding community ser-
vice event for VMT and the Roanoke Valley, 
it is a worthwhile chapter activity that all 
can participate without spending money 
or going out of town. To sign up see Bill 
Mason, conductor, or directors Gary Gray or 
Lewis Foster. Come join the fun, but since 
we are a real train always remember SAFETY 
FIRST!

Virginian Station Update
By Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon

We anticipate approval of our construc-
tion and bid documents for Phase 

II by VDOT and the City of Roanoke in 
October. Accordingly, the Invitation for Bids 
should be published in late October with 
bids due in November or December.

We have been plagued with false alarms 
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from our station TattleTale security unit for 
several months. Thanks to Lewis Foster who 
firmed up the stand supporting the base 
unit. This seems to have corrected the prob-
lem.

Condolences
Kimberly Winegard Hartley, daughter of S. 

R. and Edith Winegard, passed away June 26 
after a long fight with cancer. 

Wanda Littleton Hamilton, wife of Gordon 
Hamilton, died July 1 as a result of complica-
tions from ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease).

The Chapter and members send our 
thoughts and prayers for Gordon, S R, Edith, 
and their families.

On July 15 long time Chapter member 
Bernard E. (Bernie) Troutman passed away 
after several difficult years of health prob-
lems. Bernie, along with his wife Wanda, 
who passed away May 12, 2012, was a 
tireless worker for the Chapter during our 
“steam program” operating days. Always 
present at the Chapter’s siding, he could be 
found with a grinding wheel, paint brush, 
our any other tool necessary to get the work 
done. Bernie, a Salem fireman, was the con-
summate N&W fan, especially N&W steam. 
He loved to talk of his beloved hometown 
of Glade Spring, where he grew up watching 
the railroad. We pray for his son and family, 
Chapter member Bernard L. Troutman and 
wife Sherrie and grandchildren Christopher 
and Holly.

News Items
(Excerpted from Skip Salmon’s “Takin’ 

Twenty” report 7/18/13) Lerro Productions 
held another photo shoot July 12-14 at The 
Virginia Museum of Transportation. N&W 
611, 1218, and 6 as well as other VMT roll-
ing stock were used. There were photog-
raphers from all parts of the country and 
overseas attending. Roanoke Chapter NRHS 

repositioned the equipment for Friday night, 
Saturday morning and night, and Sunday 
morning scenes. There were several “actors” 
from Roanoke Chapter NRHS, NWHS, VMT, 
and owners of period autos. The setting 
was in the forties and fifties complete with 
‘Rosie the Riveter’, 611 passing a ‘wig-wag” 
road crossing signal, passengers boarding 
N&W/Roanoke Chapter’s coach No. 512 from 
a City Bus, and interior scenes of the coach.

Norfolk Southern exhibit car to 
make five-state tour

NORFOLK, Va. – Norfolk Southern’s 
popular exhibit car will launch a five-state 
public tour this fall, educating people about 
the railroad’s history. The tour will stop in 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
South Caroline, and Virginia. The car, made 
from a 1926 Pullman car, features interactive 
exhibits and locomotive simulator.

A new feature of the exhibit car is a dis-
play of 21 models featuring all of the NS 
heritage units and recently painted veterans 
unit. The display also features a short film 
showing how each locomotive was painted. 
The car also has a “Load the Line” computer 
game and photo booth. The railroad pro-
vides the exhibit car to community events 
free-of-charge. The car will be on display at 
the following sites:

Sept. 1-2: Scranton, Pa., Steamtown 
Sept. 7-8: Chattanooga, Tenn., Tennessee 

Valley Railroad Museum
Sept. 21-22: Old Fort, N.C., Railroad 

Festival Day
Sept. 28-29: Inman, S.C., Railroad Day
Nov. 8-29: Roanoke, Va., Virginia Museum 

of Transportation
(TRAINS News Wire)

Correction
In the 2nd Quarter Turntable Times article 

on the Chapter’s newly acquired coach, 
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up beginning at 3 pm. The Chapter provides 
meat, place settings, and drinks. Please bring 
your favorite side dish or dessert. As always, 
guests of members are welcome.

January 24 & 25, 2014: Link at Ten, cel-
ebration of the tenth anniversary of the 
opening of the O. Winston Link Museum. 
Special appearance by N&W No. 1218. www.
linkmuseum.org. 

May 29- June 1: Streamliners at Spencer, 
a four-day event for lovers of classic cab 
units of the 1930s through the 1950s. At 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum. 
www.nctrans.org.

June 10 – 14: NRHS National convention, 
Springdale, Arkansas. www.nrhs.com

June 26 – 29: N&W Historical Society 
annual convention, to be held in Roanoke. 
www.nwhs.org.

Membership Report
By Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

The Chapter is pleased to welcome the fol-
lowing new members who bring our mem-
bership to a total of 189:

1. Chris Slate, 3114 Oliver Rd NE, 
Roanoke, VA 24012-3742

2. Samuel C. Fitzgerald III, 16018 Lucky Rd, 
Grottoes, VA 24441-5523

3. Kenneth Mosig, 1240 Walnut Run Drive, 
Hardy, VA 24101-3044

4. Christine Mosig, 1240 Walnut Run 
Drive, Hardy, VA 24101-3044

5. Roger Link, 668 Goodwins Ferry Rd, 
Newport, VA 24128-3948

6. David Johnson, 2707 Idlewild Blvd NE, 
Roanoke, VA 24012-6635

7. George A. Stein IV, 1189 Haven Heights 
Dr, Bedford, VA 24523-3944

National is mailing the 2014 Dues Invoices 
during the first 2 weeks of September. 
Please return the portion of the invoice that 
has your name on it to the Roanoke Chapter 
P.O. Box and include your dues payment. 

Make any address, phone, email address, or 
other changes on the portion you return. If 
you would like to receive Turntable Times 
as a PDF, please write “PDF” on the invoice 
and I’ll switch you from a black & white 
paper copy to a color file attached to an 
email. Memberships expire on December 31 
each year, so get your renewals in quickly. 
If you have any questions regarding mem-
bership, contact me at (540) 353-5826 or 
Terrapin66@cox.net.

Chapter Mechanical  
Department Update

By Lewis Foster
Several projects at 9th Street have pro-

gressed over the past few months. Our 
partnership with Taylor, the Boy Scout who 
chose to re-side our N&W wooden boxcar 
No. 526591, has been completed success-
fully. The car now has new 2x6 tongue and 
groove sides and new doors. The mechanical 
department plans to replace the end doors 
and windows and paint the underside and 
roof before the project is complete. 

The heavyweight Pullman “Lake Pearl” 
that is being restored for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation is making prog-
ress as well. More than half of the met-
alwork is now complete, replacing rusted 
material in the vestibules. We still need to 
replace the deck plates and repair the doors 
and vestibule traps. Priming and bodywork 
are also proceeding and we’re still targeting 
late fall for returning the car to VMT. 

The Mechanical Department has also done 
several things at VMT this summer, includ-
ing assisting with two photo charters by 
switching equipment and running rides. As 
always, the Mechanical Department can use 
volunteers to help out, both at 9th street 
and during operating days at VMT. If you’re 
interested in helping out, contact Gary Gray 
for times and directions. 
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1489, the former Norfolk and Western 
Pullman Scioto County, we stated that 
former N&W sleepers Buchanan County 
and McDowell County are now owned by 
Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey Circus. 
This is an error as we don’t know the dispo-
sition of these cars but would appreciate any 
information concerning their history.

Ns 21St Century Steam Program
Southern No. 630 and Nickel Plate No. 

765 will be heading up excursions this 
fall over Norfolk Southern. 630 will power 
excursions from Knoxville, Chattanooga 
and Birmingham and the 765 will be lead-
ing excursions from it’s home town, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum’s Southern No. 4501 should be 
ready for excursions in the Spring, and we 
are hopeful the N&W No. 611 will also be 
back in action. Go to www.tvrail.com for 
more excursion info.

NRHS Railcamp
The NRHS RailCamp returns in 2014. 

The Eastern camp will be July 6 – 11 at the 
University of Delaware, Newark, DE, and 
the Western camp will be July 27 – August 2 
in Tacoma, Washington. Campers qualify to 
attend and apply for scholarships if they will 
be between incoming ninth grade or graduat-
ing 12th grade high school students in 2014. 
If you know of a teen who could qualify, 
please contact Carl Jensen for more informa-
tion. This is a great experience for young 
people interested in railroading. with lots of 
hands-on time.

Smart Way Connector Bus 
Improvements

Effective August 5 Amtrak passengers can 
now find Roanoke and Blacksburg on the 
Amtrak website and make one reservation 
from, say, Roanoke to Washington or Boston 

to Blacksburg. In addition, the connector 
bus now runs every day of the year includ-
ing holidays. Until recently the bus did not 
operate on major holidays, although Amtrak 
trains did. These are needed improvements, 
but the real game changer will be when the 
Lynchburg Regional train is extended to 
Roanoke by 2017 or earlier. 

One “glitch” in the reservation system for 
the bus is discounts such as Senior and AAA 
are not honored, so only a full fare reser-
vation can be made. To book a discounted 
reservation you still need to designate 
Lynchburg as your origin or destination 
when making an Amtrak reservation and 
pay the $4 Smart Way Connector bus fare 
(exact change only) to the driver. Hopefully 
this glitch will be corrected soon.

NS Downtown Construction 
Signal work is underway on the Norfolk 

Southern track improvements through 
downtown Roanoke in preparation for track 
changes that will speed up trains headed 
east and north. With all the track and signal 
equipment spread throughout downtown, 
work in moving track and installing new 
switches should begin soon. 

Governor’s Roanoke News 
Conference

By David Foster
On August 9 a distinguished cast of char-

acters gathered in downtown Roanoke at 
the site of the future Amtrak passenger sta-
tion for a ceremonial signing of a Memo of 
Understanding providing for the return of 
rail passenger service to Roanoke, the first 
since Amtrak service was discontinued in 
1979.

Against a backdrop of a shiny new NS 
locomotive (SD70ACe No. 1022), Director 
of Virginia’s Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation, Thelma Drake led off the list 

I walked closer to the subject, I said “HOLY 
@C?%” out loud, “That’s an O. Winston Link 
album.” The album was THE SOUND OF 
STEAM RAILROADING. I looked behind it 
and found another Link album, MAINLINE 
TO PANTHER. Behind that album was an 
album of B&O steam action. The two Link 
albums were in pristine condition, includ-
ing the record jackets. Now here is the real 
shocker. The sticker price for SOUNDS OF 
STEAM was $1.00. The sticker price for 
MAINLINE TO PANTHER was $2.00. Why 
the difference I don’t know. With my cus-
tomer appreciation card, my bill was around 
$2.50. When I arrived at the register to pay 
up, I told the young man at the register 
that I had seen these albums at railroad flea 
markets for as much as $30 each. “You’re 
kidding,” he said. “That much money for 
an album of train sounds. You can walk to a 
train track and hear all you want for free.” 
I explained that these were sounds of a 
bygone era, not modern day. I didn’t bother 
to go into details about who O. Winston 
Link was or what he was about. I figured it 
would be pretty fruitless. For the record, no 
pun intended, the albums were found in a 
section labeled SOUND EFFECTS. Behind 
the railroad albums were sounds of storms, 
waves crashing, etc. These albums should 
have been located under HEAVY METAL. I 
played the albums two weeks later while I 
pulled slides for a presentation for The Blue 
Ridge Chapter and they sounded GREAT.

Doing a bit of back tracking on the subject 
of locomotive heritage schemes, even the 
little Florida East Coast has joined the club 
as they have repainted or will repaint three 
of their locomotives in a 1939 scheme of red 
and yellow. The paint scheme was originally 
applied to passenger power and later freight. 
The scheme was discontinued in 1962. Two 
units received this scheme in 2012.

The Timetable
October 5, 12 & 19: The Autumn Leaf 

Rambler excursions, Dillwyn, VA. Old 
Dominion Chapter, NRHS. www.odcnrhs.org 
or phone 804-231-4324.

October 9 - Senator John Edwards will host 
a "town hall" meeting concerning Amtrak 
service to Roanoke starting at 5:30 PM at the 
O. Winston Link Museum.

October 12 & 13: North Carolina 
Transportation Museum/Watauga Valley 
Railroad Historical Society Amtrak charter 
roundtrip excursions from Spencer, NC, to 
Charlottesville, VA (Saturday) and Asheville, 
NC (Sunday). www.nctrans.org.

October 19, 20, 26 & 27:The Collis P. 
Huntington Railroad Historical Society 
Amtrak charter New River Trains from 
Huntington to Hinton WV, and return each 
day. Hinton Railroad Days in Hinton the 
same dates. Huntington also offers private 
rail car trips to cities in the northeast via the 
Cardinal. www.newrivertrain.com.

November 9 & 10: Railfest Model Train 
Show, Pocahontas Chapter, NRHS. Bluefield 
Youth Center, 1780 Stadium Drive, next to 
Mitchell Stadium, Bluefield, WV. Saturday 9 
am - 5 pm and Sunday Noon - 5 pm.

December 7 & 8: Candy Cane Express. 
Celebrate the holidays at the VMT! Train 
rides by Roanoke Chapter, take your own 
pictures with Santa, decorate an ornament 
for your tree, family friendly activities, 
model train displays, and more! Saturday 
10 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. Help 
from Chapter members needed. Contact 
Gary Gray, ggrayrke@msn.com. 

December 7 & 14: Old Dominion Chapter’s 
Santa Claus Train, Dillwyn, VA. www.odc-
nrhs.org. 

December 19: Annual Chapter Holiday 
Gathering, Calvary Baptist Church, Roanoke, 
6 pm. Parking and the entrance are in the 
back of the church. Help is needed for set 
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with their Heritage Fleet Locomotives, the 
railfan community has been buzzin’ about 
the possibility of CSX doing likewise. It 
was mentioned during the Spring meet of 
the RF&P Railroad Historical Society that 
Casey Thomason of NS presented images 
of CSX predecessor paint schemes applied 
to today’s modern six axle diesels. He was 
politely told that the company was pleased 
with the status quo. The only way a similar 
heritage program will happen with CSX is if 
they select and vote for an individual at the 
CEO level like Mr. Wick Moorman of NS or 
the CEO of Union Pacific.

This past July marked thirty years since 
the 1983 NRHS National Convention was 
held in Richmond and sponsored by the 
Old Dominion Chapter. It was an excellent 
convention featuring excursions powered 
by N&W No. 611, two Southern FP7’s, and 
Savannah and Atlanta No. 750. It was also 
the last time three trains were staged at 
The Triple Crossing for a night photo ses-
sion. On July 17th, the ODC sponsored 
its 150th excursion with No. 750 and 611 
double heading a convention special from 
Alexandria to Richmond via the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg & Potomac. There was a huge 
banner and much celebration.

Two Virginia railroad depots were 100 
years old this year. The former Southern 
Railway depot for Amherst and the former 
N&W depot at Boyce hit 100 this year. The 
Amherst depot is in the process of securing 
funds for restoration. The Boyce depot now 
serves as The Railway Mail Service Library 
& Museum and is owned by Frank Scheer. 
For more info Phone 540-837-9046 or email 
fscheer@railwaymailservicelibrary.org.

If they were still being awarded today, 
the E. H. Harriman Railway Safety Awards 
would be 100 years old this year.

2013 also marks 20 years since the 
Wisconsin Central took control of the 

Green Bay Western. It’s been 12 years since 
the Wisconsin Central was taken over by 
Canadian National.

As a railfan and supporter of railroad 
transportation in general, it does my spirit 
well to see some positive news in the 
newspaper about the railroad industry. As 
most of you are aware, there have been 
some spectacular derailments and collisions 
over the past few months. Back in May, 
the Associated Press presented an article 
on how much railroad safety has improved 
over the past decade. Some of the basic facts 
were the following: Train accidents fell 43% 
to 1,712 between 2003 and 2012. Grade 
crossing collisions dropped 34% to 1.960 and 
trespasser deaths declined 19% to 705. This 
info was secured from the Federal Railroad 
Administration. 

With the coming of Autumn, excursion 
trains increase and model railroad clubs 
avail themselves to the general public via 
open houses, especially during the holiday 
season. Please go out and support some of 
these activities. As I have noted in the past, 
a lot of info on prototype railroading can 
be obtained via the model railroad open 
houses.

Ya’ know folks, it never ceases to amuse or 
amaze me where railroad related items show 
up. Back in May, I visited a local record store 
to take advantage of my customer apprecia-
tion discount card before it expired. I was 
checking out the classic rock section when 
an attractive woman caught my eye, a VERY 
attractive woman. In fact, she was so attrac-
tive, even the female customers took notice. 
My eyes followed her as she departed the 
store and pretty much retraced the path 
she had taken to get back to what I was 
doing. During that retrace, I noticed in the 
distance an album with a steam locomotive 
on the cover. I then noticed that it wasn’t 
just a steam locomotive but an N&W Y6. As 

of speakers. She recounted Roanoke’s long 
history with rail and highlighted the role 
and work of Kevin Page in bringing this day 
about. 

Senator John Edwards of Roanoke spoke 
next about his long quest to make this day a 
reality. He talked about how we had gotten 
here in steps, first by tirelessly campaigning 
for the service, then by the bus connection, 
and now finally with the MOU among all 
the parties. He said we need to keep fight-
ing. We can’t stop with a train to Roanoke. 
We need to extend service to the New River 
Valley and to Bristol. 

Senator Steve Newman of Lynchburg, 
also a strong rail advocate, highlighted the 
importance of the work now getting under-
way to bring passenger service to Roanoke. 
He spoke about the economic boost the 
Amtrak service represented in Lynchburg 
and hinted that the same would be true 
here.

Then Thelma Drake introduced NS 
Chairman Wick Moorman and praised NS as 
good to work with.  She called Wick a “can-
do person.” Wick said “the Governor has the 
vision; the others just work for Thelma.” 
He went on to praise the progress made in 
Virginia. “Virginia gets it like no other state 
we operate in,” Wick Moorman said.

Next to speak was Joe McHugh, Vice 
President of Government Affairs and 
Corporate Communication with Amtrak.  He 
also praised the work Virginia has done to 
expand Amtrak service, saying the combina-
tion of boldness, vision, and skillful execu-
tion puts Virginia way out ahead of other 
states.

Roanoke Mayor David Bowers thanked 
everyone. Then, somewhat incongruously, 
he talked about roads.  He said that North 
Carolina has made far better progress build-
ing a modern road system than Virginia and 
we here in the state “have a lot of catching 

up to do.” Finally he introduced Governor 
Bob McDonnell. 

The Governor mentioned how many 
people had been involved in making this 
day possible and thanked one and all.  He 
praised the “team effort”, saying all deserve 
credit for the bi-partisan success of the 
effort. He singled out Wick Moorman and 
Thelma Drake for their special contribu-
tions.  Both have high goals, and Thelma 
“has been more than tenacious,” he said. 
Lastly, he recounted the history of this 
year’s Virginia transportation bill and held it 
up as a model of how to solve problems in 
the state legislature.

After the speechmaking, the group sat 
down at a table where multiple copies of 
the MOU were laid out in presentation fold-
ers and all signed the joint agreement.  The 
weather was hot and muggy, but everyone 
milled about afterward, thankful that a 
thundershower had ended almost on the 
dot of 2:45 pm when the event was sched-
uled to begin. Amtrak representatives 
passed out timetables and tote bags.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

A lot of us are getting fired up about Class 
J, No. 611 returning to the high iron. Let’s 
not forget about her companion at VMT, 
No. 1218. 1218 turned 70 years old this past 
June. When you drive past the VMT along 
Shenandoah Avenue, give it a few toots from 
your horn. Speaking of 611, when I departed 
Richmond for Roanoke for National Train 
Day back in late May, I noticed that the 
last three digits on my odometer were 611. 
Maybe that was an omen of positive things 
ahead.

Cass Scenic Railroad is celebrating its 50 
year anniversary this year with a variety of 
activities to celebrate the milestone.

Ever since Norfolk Southern came out 
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It was just a job to the brakeman riding in 
the "monkey box" on 2163 pounding along at 
Blue Ridge this fine warm day in 1956. But can 
you imagine the sound that Y6a made as it 
hauled that empty train west over Blue Ridge, 
how we'd love to experience that today. The 
engineer has the rail washer on to get the sand 
off to eliminate the friction of the wheels of 
the hoppers. On this day, there is no canteen 
behind the 2163. Her whistle blast is warning 
those ahead that she is on the way. In a few 
hundred yards, she will top the grade, but still 
have the train to get over top, but Roanoke is 
close, and with any luck, they'll hit the yard 
board in less than 45 minutes. The tank of the 
pusher from Boaz at right is heavily coated 
with cinders after yet another shove east. John 
Krause recorded the action this day.

An occasional fea-
ture offering a small 
window into the past 
from an archive file or 
image.

Historian 
Kenneth L. Miller

7 8
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was mentioned during the Spring meet of 
the RF&P Railroad Historical Society that 
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of CSX predecessor paint schemes applied 
to today’s modern six axle diesels. He was 
politely told that the company was pleased 
with the status quo. The only way a similar 
heritage program will happen with CSX is if 
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CEO level like Mr. Wick Moorman of NS or 
the CEO of Union Pacific.
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by N&W No. 611, two Southern FP7’s, and 
Savannah and Atlanta No. 750. It was also 
the last time three trains were staged at 
The Triple Crossing for a night photo ses-
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banner and much celebration.
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1489, the former Norfolk and Western 
Pullman Scioto County, we stated that 
former N&W sleepers Buchanan County 
and McDowell County are now owned by 
Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey Circus. 
This is an error as we don’t know the dispo-
sition of these cars but would appreciate any 
information concerning their history.

Ns 21St Century Steam Program
Southern No. 630 and Nickel Plate No. 

765 will be heading up excursions this 
fall over Norfolk Southern. 630 will power 
excursions from Knoxville, Chattanooga 
and Birmingham and the 765 will be lead-
ing excursions from it’s home town, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum’s Southern No. 4501 should be 
ready for excursions in the Spring, and we 
are hopeful the N&W No. 611 will also be 
back in action. Go to www.tvrail.com for 
more excursion info.

NRHS Railcamp
The NRHS RailCamp returns in 2014. 

The Eastern camp will be July 6 – 11 at the 
University of Delaware, Newark, DE, and 
the Western camp will be July 27 – August 2 
in Tacoma, Washington. Campers qualify to 
attend and apply for scholarships if they will 
be between incoming ninth grade or graduat-
ing 12th grade high school students in 2014. 
If you know of a teen who could qualify, 
please contact Carl Jensen for more informa-
tion. This is a great experience for young 
people interested in railroading. with lots of 
hands-on time.

Smart Way Connector Bus 
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Effective August 5 Amtrak passengers can 
now find Roanoke and Blacksburg on the 
Amtrak website and make one reservation 
from, say, Roanoke to Washington or Boston 

to Blacksburg. In addition, the connector 
bus now runs every day of the year includ-
ing holidays. Until recently the bus did not 
operate on major holidays, although Amtrak 
trains did. These are needed improvements, 
but the real game changer will be when the 
Lynchburg Regional train is extended to 
Roanoke by 2017 or earlier. 

One “glitch” in the reservation system for 
the bus is discounts such as Senior and AAA 
are not honored, so only a full fare reser-
vation can be made. To book a discounted 
reservation you still need to designate 
Lynchburg as your origin or destination 
when making an Amtrak reservation and 
pay the $4 Smart Way Connector bus fare 
(exact change only) to the driver. Hopefully 
this glitch will be corrected soon.

NS Downtown Construction 
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east and north. With all the track and signal 
equipment spread throughout downtown, 
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Against a backdrop of a shiny new NS 
locomotive (SD70ACe No. 1022), Director 
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Transportation, Thelma Drake led off the list 

I walked closer to the subject, I said “HOLY 
@C?%” out loud, “That’s an O. Winston Link 
album.” The album was THE SOUND OF 
STEAM RAILROADING. I looked behind it 
and found another Link album, MAINLINE 
TO PANTHER. Behind that album was an 
album of B&O steam action. The two Link 
albums were in pristine condition, includ-
ing the record jackets. Now here is the real 
shocker. The sticker price for SOUNDS OF 
STEAM was $1.00. The sticker price for 
MAINLINE TO PANTHER was $2.00. Why 
the difference I don’t know. With my cus-
tomer appreciation card, my bill was around 
$2.50. When I arrived at the register to pay 
up, I told the young man at the register 
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markets for as much as $30 each. “You’re 
kidding,” he said. “That much money for 
an album of train sounds. You can walk to a 
train track and hear all you want for free.” 
I explained that these were sounds of a 
bygone era, not modern day. I didn’t bother 
to go into details about who O. Winston 
Link was or what he was about. I figured it 
would be pretty fruitless. For the record, no 
pun intended, the albums were found in a 
section labeled SOUND EFFECTS. Behind 
the railroad albums were sounds of storms, 
waves crashing, etc. These albums should 
have been located under HEAVY METAL. I 
played the albums two weeks later while I 
pulled slides for a presentation for The Blue 
Ridge Chapter and they sounded GREAT.

Doing a bit of back tracking on the subject 
of locomotive heritage schemes, even the 
little Florida East Coast has joined the club 
as they have repainted or will repaint three 
of their locomotives in a 1939 scheme of red 
and yellow. The paint scheme was originally 
applied to passenger power and later freight. 
The scheme was discontinued in 1962. Two 
units received this scheme in 2012.

The Timetable
October 5, 12 & 19: The Autumn Leaf 

Rambler excursions, Dillwyn, VA. Old 
Dominion Chapter, NRHS. www.odcnrhs.org 
or phone 804-231-4324.

October 9 - Senator John Edwards will host 
a "town hall" meeting concerning Amtrak 
service to Roanoke starting at 5:30 PM at the 
O. Winston Link Museum.

October 12 & 13: North Carolina 
Transportation Museum/Watauga Valley 
Railroad Historical Society Amtrak charter 
roundtrip excursions from Spencer, NC, to 
Charlottesville, VA (Saturday) and Asheville, 
NC (Sunday). www.nctrans.org.

October 19, 20, 26 & 27:The Collis P. 
Huntington Railroad Historical Society 
Amtrak charter New River Trains from 
Huntington to Hinton WV, and return each 
day. Hinton Railroad Days in Hinton the 
same dates. Huntington also offers private 
rail car trips to cities in the northeast via the 
Cardinal. www.newrivertrain.com.

November 9 & 10: Railfest Model Train 
Show, Pocahontas Chapter, NRHS. Bluefield 
Youth Center, 1780 Stadium Drive, next to 
Mitchell Stadium, Bluefield, WV. Saturday 9 
am - 5 pm and Sunday Noon - 5 pm.

December 7 & 8: Candy Cane Express. 
Celebrate the holidays at the VMT! Train 
rides by Roanoke Chapter, take your own 
pictures with Santa, decorate an ornament 
for your tree, family friendly activities, 
model train displays, and more! Saturday 
10 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. Help 
from Chapter members needed. Contact 
Gary Gray, ggrayrke@msn.com. 
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from our station TattleTale security unit for 
several months. Thanks to Lewis Foster who 
firmed up the stand supporting the base 
unit. This seems to have corrected the prob-
lem.

Condolences
Kimberly Winegard Hartley, daughter of S. 

R. and Edith Winegard, passed away June 26 
after a long fight with cancer. 

Wanda Littleton Hamilton, wife of Gordon 
Hamilton, died July 1 as a result of complica-
tions from ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease).

The Chapter and members send our 
thoughts and prayers for Gordon, S R, Edith, 
and their families.

On July 15 long time Chapter member 
Bernard E. (Bernie) Troutman passed away 
after several difficult years of health prob-
lems. Bernie, along with his wife Wanda, 
who passed away May 12, 2012, was a 
tireless worker for the Chapter during our 
“steam program” operating days. Always 
present at the Chapter’s siding, he could be 
found with a grinding wheel, paint brush, 
our any other tool necessary to get the work 
done. Bernie, a Salem fireman, was the con-
summate N&W fan, especially N&W steam. 
He loved to talk of his beloved hometown 
of Glade Spring, where he grew up watching 
the railroad. We pray for his son and family, 
Chapter member Bernard L. Troutman and 
wife Sherrie and grandchildren Christopher 
and Holly.

News Items
(Excerpted from Skip Salmon’s “Takin’ 

Twenty” report 7/18/13) Lerro Productions 
held another photo shoot July 12-14 at The 
Virginia Museum of Transportation. N&W 
611, 1218, and 6 as well as other VMT roll-
ing stock were used. There were photog-
raphers from all parts of the country and 
overseas attending. Roanoke Chapter NRHS 

repositioned the equipment for Friday night, 
Saturday morning and night, and Sunday 
morning scenes. There were several “actors” 
from Roanoke Chapter NRHS, NWHS, VMT, 
and owners of period autos. The setting 
was in the forties and fifties complete with 
‘Rosie the Riveter’, 611 passing a ‘wig-wag” 
road crossing signal, passengers boarding 
N&W/Roanoke Chapter’s coach No. 512 from 
a City Bus, and interior scenes of the coach.

Norfolk Southern exhibit car to 
make five-state tour

NORFOLK, Va. – Norfolk Southern’s 
popular exhibit car will launch a five-state 
public tour this fall, educating people about 
the railroad’s history. The tour will stop in 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
South Caroline, and Virginia. The car, made 
from a 1926 Pullman car, features interactive 
exhibits and locomotive simulator.

A new feature of the exhibit car is a dis-
play of 21 models featuring all of the NS 
heritage units and recently painted veterans 
unit. The display also features a short film 
showing how each locomotive was painted. 
The car also has a “Load the Line” computer 
game and photo booth. The railroad pro-
vides the exhibit car to community events 
free-of-charge. The car will be on display at 
the following sites:

Sept. 1-2: Scranton, Pa., Steamtown 
Sept. 7-8: Chattanooga, Tenn., Tennessee 

Valley Railroad Museum
Sept. 21-22: Old Fort, N.C., Railroad 

Festival Day
Sept. 28-29: Inman, S.C., Railroad Day
Nov. 8-29: Roanoke, Va., Virginia Museum 

of Transportation
(TRAINS News Wire)

Correction
In the 2nd Quarter Turntable Times article 

on the Chapter’s newly acquired coach, 
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up beginning at 3 pm. The Chapter provides 
meat, place settings, and drinks. Please bring 
your favorite side dish or dessert. As always, 
guests of members are welcome.

January 24 & 25, 2014: Link at Ten, cel-
ebration of the tenth anniversary of the 
opening of the O. Winston Link Museum. 
Special appearance by N&W No. 1218. www.
linkmuseum.org. 

May 29- June 1: Streamliners at Spencer, 
a four-day event for lovers of classic cab 
units of the 1930s through the 1950s. At 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum. 
www.nctrans.org.

June 10 – 14: NRHS National convention, 
Springdale, Arkansas. www.nrhs.com

June 26 – 29: N&W Historical Society 
annual convention, to be held in Roanoke. 
www.nwhs.org.

Membership Report
By Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

The Chapter is pleased to welcome the fol-
lowing new members who bring our mem-
bership to a total of 189:

1. Chris Slate, 3114 Oliver Rd NE, 
Roanoke, VA 24012-3742

2. Samuel C. Fitzgerald III, 16018 Lucky Rd, 
Grottoes, VA 24441-5523

3. Kenneth Mosig, 1240 Walnut Run Drive, 
Hardy, VA 24101-3044

4. Christine Mosig, 1240 Walnut Run 
Drive, Hardy, VA 24101-3044

5. Roger Link, 668 Goodwins Ferry Rd, 
Newport, VA 24128-3948

6. David Johnson, 2707 Idlewild Blvd NE, 
Roanoke, VA 24012-6635

7. George A. Stein IV, 1189 Haven Heights 
Dr, Bedford, VA 24523-3944

National is mailing the 2014 Dues Invoices 
during the first 2 weeks of September. 
Please return the portion of the invoice that 
has your name on it to the Roanoke Chapter 
P.O. Box and include your dues payment. 

Make any address, phone, email address, or 
other changes on the portion you return. If 
you would like to receive Turntable Times 
as a PDF, please write “PDF” on the invoice 
and I’ll switch you from a black & white 
paper copy to a color file attached to an 
email. Memberships expire on December 31 
each year, so get your renewals in quickly. 
If you have any questions regarding mem-
bership, contact me at (540) 353-5826 or 
Terrapin66@cox.net.

Chapter Mechanical  
Department Update

By Lewis Foster
Several projects at 9th Street have pro-

gressed over the past few months. Our 
partnership with Taylor, the Boy Scout who 
chose to re-side our N&W wooden boxcar 
No. 526591, has been completed success-
fully. The car now has new 2x6 tongue and 
groove sides and new doors. The mechanical 
department plans to replace the end doors 
and windows and paint the underside and 
roof before the project is complete. 

The heavyweight Pullman “Lake Pearl” 
that is being restored for the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation is making prog-
ress as well. More than half of the met-
alwork is now complete, replacing rusted 
material in the vestibules. We still need to 
replace the deck plates and repair the doors 
and vestibule traps. Priming and bodywork 
are also proceeding and we’re still targeting 
late fall for returning the car to VMT. 

The Mechanical Department has also done 
several things at VMT this summer, includ-
ing assisting with two photo charters by 
switching equipment and running rides. As 
always, the Mechanical Department can use 
volunteers to help out, both at 9th street 
and during operating days at VMT. If you’re 
interested in helping out, contact Gary Gray 
for times and directions. 
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Virginia Musician Lauds  
The Amtrak Crescent

By Dorr Tucker 
As we all know, country classics such as 

‘THE WRECK OF THE OLD 97” and “THE 
WABASH CANNON BALL” have always had 
a following by the general public as well as 
the rail community. As rail historians, most 
of us are familiar with the musical influence 
of various rail tragedies that seemed to be 
prolific in our region during the early years 
of the last century. Such morbid refrains as 
“The Wreck on the C&O” and “The Wreck 
of the Virginian” can almost bring a tear to 
our eye. On a lighter note, after April 1946, 
when Norfolk and Western introduced the 
“The Powhatan Arrow,” local country artist 
Tommy Mangness came out with the lyrics 
of the “Powhatan Arrow” which was the flip 
side of the 78 recording of “Sittin on Top 
of the World,” a less than celebrated hit of 
the day. In recent years rail ballads seem to 
trend toward social and geographical values 
such as Steve Goodman and Arlo Guthrie’s 
“City of New Orleans.” With that in mind 
we wonder if any current railroad music is 
focusing on the social conscience of today’s 
world and a real 21st century express train?

 Such a tune is “Amtrak Crescent” written 
by Virginia native and renowned guitarist 
Scott Miller of Swoope, near Staunton on 
the old C&O Mountain Subdivision (now the 
Buckingham Branch Railroad). Scott, born in 
1968 and a 1990 William and Mary grad, set-
tled in Knoxville after college. With stents in 
several bands behind him he formed “Scott 
Miller and the Commonwealth“ in 2000 and 
introduced the lyrics for “Amtrak Crescent” 
in 2003. The country/rock ballad is some-
what of a social parody as it describes a 
northbound journey on the “Crescent” due 
to running out of money in New Orleans, 
finding no “ham” in Birmingham, and 

going back to eastern time in Georgia as a 
mundane life simply “Goes On.” Further 
north he refers to the ghost ride between 
“Lynchburg and Danville” and political unity 
in Virginia as long as the Battle of Manassas 
is not referred to as “Bull Run.” DC is noted 
for a lot of rancor where nobody gets along, 
but life “goes on.” The lyrics are stretched 
when the Northeast Corridor is referred 
to as the Eastern Shore. But, that is to be 
expected in the whimsical world of music.

 An avid railfan, Scott has taken on a 
stance of personal responsibility to remind 
musicians and music fans about the joys of 
rail travel. He is keenly aware that trains 
were vital in the development of our coun-
try, yet he knows about the post war auto-
motive lobby to put all transportation on 
rubber tires. In 2003 he contacted Amtrak 
Field Marketing Executive Jerome Trhan, 
who soon became an enthusiastic sup-
porter and arranged for a Crescent route 
tour for the band. Starting in New Orleans 
Union Public Terminal on National Train 
Day May 9, 2009, the band boarded the 
Crescent for performances in Greenville 
SC, Charlottesville, Alexandria, Easton 
Maryland, Philadelphia and New York City.

 Scott and The Commonwealth’s last per-
formance in Roanoke was back in April. But 
he is slated to be back in town at Kirk Ave 
Music Hall on Saturday, November 23, fol-
lowing Thanksgiving on the family cattle 
farm in Augusta County. Wouldn’t it be fun 
for our gang to meet up with him down-
town on the Saturday after Thanksgiving 
this Fall? See you there!

National Representative Report
By Carl Jensen

At the June NRHS Advisory Board and 
Board of Directors meetings in Minneapolis 
there was again more discussion about 
the lack of financial information from 

Scout Ceremony. At our 9th Street Facility 
the refurbishment of VMTs heavyweight 
Pullman Lake Pearl is coming along. For a 
contribution of $1,000 we have arranged for 
Maryland based Georges Creek RR to paint a 
locomotive after repair at Shaffers Crossing 
by NS.

The board approved moving forward with 
a $250,000 construction loan for Phase II at 
the Virginian Station. Ken Miller is chairing 
a sub-committee that will oversee the instal-
lation of artifacts and displays in the bag-
gage room area at the station. Rick Rader has 
a large display case to donate to the Station. 
We have had some problems with the secu-
rity alarm at the Station resulting in Skip 
Salmon being called in the middle of the 
night on several occasions but this problem 
seems to be resolved. Jim and Noel Cosby 
have arranged for the renowned artist, P. 
Buckley Moss to do a print of the Station 
that we will be able to sell for a substantial 
commission.

Carl Jensen attended the National 
Advisory Meeting in Minnesota in June. 
All Chapters are concerned about the cur-
rent National financial situation and the 
dues increase that appears to offer nothing 
to local Chapters or their members. Carl 
will not attend the Alaska convention this 
September but will attend a national meet-
ing in Delaware in November.

We have participated in two interest-
ing photo shoots at VMT and have earned 
some revenue from switching services. We 
worked with Lerro Productions on July 13 & 
14 with many members dressing in “period” 
costumes of the steam era. A second photo 
shoot on August 6 was held for a British 
Publishing crew.

Treasurer, Jim Cosby has been on “sick 
leave” following surgery while Paul M. 
Howell had a preventive surgical procedure.

We Are For Real
By Dorr Tucker

Our 10th Street switcher operations on 
weekend special events at The Virginia 

Museum of Transportation continue to be 
successful. On “Safety Weekend,” August 
17, we handled over 500 passengers on 
35 separate runs from the museum up to 
10th Street. On “Grandparents” weekend, 
September 7 & 8, we had 857 passengers on 
Saturday and still counting as we went to 
press on Sunday. So far this year we have 
carried 5,701 passengers and expect to han-
dle a couple thousand more by the time we 
operate the “Candy Cane” jobs in December. 
We run a real train, run by real railroaders 
with a real locomotive and real rolling stock. 
Once again our 1959-built former Norfolk 
and Western Alco T-6 No. 41 along with ex-
Powhatan Arrow coach 512, our CH class 
caboose 518409 and Jeff Shelton’s C-31 cab, 
offered a real railroading experience for the 
young and old alike. Where else can folks 
ride a real train for only $2? Not only is this 
operation an outstanding community ser-
vice event for VMT and the Roanoke Valley, 
it is a worthwhile chapter activity that all 
can participate without spending money 
or going out of town. To sign up see Bill 
Mason, conductor, or directors Gary Gray or 
Lewis Foster. Come join the fun, but since 
we are a real train always remember SAFETY 
FIRST!

Virginian Station Update
By Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon

We anticipate approval of our construc-
tion and bid documents for Phase 

II by VDOT and the City of Roanoke in 
October. Accordingly, the Invitation for Bids 
should be published in late October with 
bids due in November or December.

We have been plagued with false alarms 

3 12



13

Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 21, 2013. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

The incumbents are:
Jim Cosby*
Gary Gray*

Carl Jensen*
Skip Salmon*
Jeff Sanders*

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are five 
(5) positions to be voted on. Please consider 
putting your name in nomination. Within 
the last few years the Chapter's responsibili-
ties have greatly increased, what with the 
Virginian Station project, our excursions, 
and the Chapter's equipment. Please consid-
er helping out. You may contact a member 
of the nominating committee - Brian Crosier, 
Bonnie Molinary and Dorr Tucker.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-
ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 

accepted.
To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than five (5) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Board Meeting Summary- 
Summer 2013

Our Alco T-6 Locomotive No. 41 is 
85% rewired and has been in opera-

tion throughout the summer along with 
coach 512 at the Virginia Museum of 
Transportation. Our other operating 
Powhatan Arrow coach 537, in service at the 
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum, now 
has a newly repainted roof. Electrical prob-
lems on that car turned out to be minor. 
Eddie Mooneyham reported that TVRM 
has N&W coach, No. 531, available for sale. 
Lewis Foster is heading a committee that 
is analyzing our rolling stock and will meet 
with the FireUp611 committee to evalu-
ate future needs. The Eagle Scout boxcar 
project is almost complete. Gary Gray and 
Lewis will represent the Chapter at the Boy 
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the National Office. Also a 2013 budget 
was finally proposed by management and 
approved with very slight modification by 
the Board. (National Reps cannot vote on 
this). There was a strong attempt to amend 
the budget proposal by one Board member, 
whose various motions were systemati-
cally countered by the President. Nearly all 
comments on the proposed amendments 
were discussed only by the President whose 
rational in many cases was that the budget 
was only for 2013 and since half the year 
was already past much of the money had 
already been spent or committed. Only 
one proposed amendment amounting to a 
$1,000 reduction in an item in the budget 
was passed by the board. They defeated 
every other proposal for change. The board 
did not really take a proactive role in 
attempting to make some hard decisions and 
cut expenses. The budget projects overall 
income of $943,000, compared to expenses 
of $1,017,000 or a net LOSS of ($74,000) for 
the year 2013.

The financial report was sent out from the 
National Office in August (it was promised 
by early July). It is very important to note 
that this report covers only the first half of 
2013. A couple of items are worth noting: 
Convention income for 2013 is budgeted 
for $400,000 but none is listed for the first 
half of 2013, even though much of that 
income will have already been received 
during the early part of this year. Some 
convention expenses are already on the 
books ($106,500) which probably represents 
deposits and other preliminary convention 
planning expenses. Why convention income 
already received is not shown in the year to 
date actual column compared to budget is 
not explained. 

Nearly all of the various budget categories 
shown represent summaries for compa-
rable income or expenses, and it is hard to 

analyze the details (especially of expenses) 
as to what the actual individual expendi-
tures within a category entail. Association 
Management is the Fernley & Fernley 
account which is the largest single budgeted 
expense ($172,000) with the Bulletin as 
second($100,000). Convention expenses are 
mostly variable depending on attendance 
whereas the F&F and Bulletin items are for 
all intents and purposes fixed either by con-
tract (F&F) or Management’s traditional com-
mitment to the Bulletin. As budgeted con-
vention income is projected at $400,000 and 
expenses at $350,000 thus projecting a net 
profit this year. While management stated 
they felt the convention was “in the black” 
as of the board meeting,they made no fur-
ther specific estimates on what the results 
will be. There is some additional financial 
data available. Please see or talk to me if you 
would like to discuss the NRHS financial 
report in more detail.

RailCamp in 2014 will be headquartered in 
the East at the University of Delaware from 
July 6-12, with venues at Amtrak (2 days) 
Strasburg, PA (2 days and final at Amtrak 
for 24 campers. The Western RailCamp will 
headquarter in Tacoma WA July 27-August 
3 with venues at Amtrak; Sound Transit; 
Tacoma Rail Mt. Rainer Scenic. This camp 
will be for 5 and a half days for 16 campers. 
Fee will be $1,200 for each camper. Roanoke 
Chapter is offering a scholarship for one 
camper, preferably someone from our area, 
but available to another candidate if we can’t 
nominate one of our own. 

The next joint Board and Advisory 
Committee meeting will be in November, 
although I understand a called meeting 
(presumably closed) of the Board only will 
be held in October, supposedly to discuss 
financial matters at that time. Results of the 
convention and first returns for 2014 dues 
should be in by then.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Saturday, 

November 22, 2013. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@
verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
It was 50 years ago this past June when Abraham Burnett record-

ed the arrival of No. 4 at Christiansburg lead by the 511. Notice the 
brake shoe smoke and dust flying! The Poky might have been run-
ning a bit late that day and the engineer was trying make up some 
time.

From The Head End

For current information on the FIRE UP 611! campaign, 
see www.FireUp611.org

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
October 17, 2013. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at 
the O. Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at 
the west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our Annual meeting well be held Thursday November 21 at 7:30 
pm. Please see the election information on the opposite page.

Meeting Notice
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Fire Up 611 Update
by Fran Ferguson

The Campaign to Fire Up 611 has received 
donations from 48 states and 11 countries. 
We have been overwhelmed by the level of 
interest and this great diversity of donors.

 Right now, we are in the process of nego-
tiating contracts on the restoration site, res-
toration work, operations.

We are very pleased with our progress 
toward our goal, but we still need help to 
reach it. Many thanks to all the chapter 
members who have donated to the cam-
paign, spread the word, and provided other 
help!

For more information about the project, 
visit http://www.fireup611.org/.

Chapter 611 Challenge Grant
The Roanoke Chapter Board is issu-

ing a challenge to Chapter members for 
contributions to the FireUp611 campaign. 
Roanoke Chapter will match, dollar for 
dollar, all Chapter member contributions 
to the FireUp611 campaign up to a total 
of $5,000.00. With member contributions 
that can be a total of $10,000.00 toward the 
FireUp611 campaign! Please help us reach 
our goal, sooner, not later!

Please send your contributions to the 
Roanoke Chapter, NRHS, and “memo - 
FireUp611”. We will then “match” your 
money and send the total of the dona-
tion on to VMT, up to a total of $5,000.00 
($10,000.00 matched). Your money will be 
tax-deductible, to the extent allowed by law, 
as the Chapter is a 501(c)(3) corporation.

If you have already made a donation 
directly to VMT, just send us a copy of your 
“donation letter” from VMT with a copy of 
your cancelled check, and we will match 
that, as well.

Also, do not forget, if you work, or are 

retired from NS or GE, those companies 
have matching grant programs. Other com-
panies may also have matching grant pro-
grams which you could use. Please check 
with your employer to see if they will do 
that. Remember, you must follow the guide-
lines for each individual company. You 
could potentially “triple” your donation in 
this way.

Thanks very much! We all want to see 611 
run again and we want to be a part of this 
magnificent project. Please help us to help 
VMT with this once-in-a-lifetime project! 
Let’s FireUp611!

Where is my Newsletter?
by Ken Miller

So why is the Turntable Times late?
Well, it is complicated, like most every-

thing these days. Through no fault of Jim 
Overholser and Dorr Tucker it fell at a bad 
time. As might have been reported else-
where, this was a very busy summer, my 
work was overly busy with a somewhat rail 
related project in the form of the Bluefield 
Coal Show. Coupled with the almost con-
stant mowing takes away what little spare 
time I seem to have. Among others the 
Turntable Times has to be fitted in around 
work, home and family. I apologize, but this 
job is open to anyone who wants to take it 
on, you can start as soon as the next issue!

News Briefs:
From the Midwest Rail Scene Report, 

October, 2013
Amtrak has repainted P42 No. 42 in a red, 

white and blue scheme to honor military 
veterans. It and Norfolk Southern’s vet-
erans unit No. 6920 should be on display 
during Railfest over Labor Day at Scranton, 
Penn. Amtrak plans to hire 25% veterans 
in new hires by 2015…. During the spring 
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

October 17 - General Meeting
November 5 - Board Meeting
November 20 - Annual Meeting
December 3 - Board Meeting 
December 19 - Holiday Gathering
January 7 - Board Meeting
January 16 - General Meeting
February 4 - Board Meeting
February 20 - General Meeting
March 4 - Board Meeting
March 20 - General Meeting
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of 1880, Thomas Edison’s men laid some 
track for about 1/3 of a mile at Menlo Park, in 
Philadelphia. Electric power was applied to 
the rails, one rail positive and one rail nega-
tive. On May 13, Charles Batchelor manned 
the throttle for the first time ever on an 
electric railway in America. Visitor Frank 
Thompson, head of the mighty Pennsylvania 
Railroad examined the system, rode the train 
and pronounced it “impractical and electric 
systems would never replace steam!! (Roy 
Hudson’s Odds & Ends).




