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The railroad used the little “M” engines 
on the Abingdon Branch. The timber bridges 
were too flimsy and curves were too short to 
handle anything larger. Mr. Joe McNew was 
the engineman. That man could get more out 
of those little old Mollies than anyone else. 
After a long day working the VC and hardly 
a curve on the high rails between him and 
Bristol, leaving Abingdon he was like a horse 
heading for the barn. On one occasion he out 
ran No. 45, the “Tennessean,” from Abingdon 
to Bristol, picking up five minutes on the pas-
senger train’s schedule, and No. 45 had a “J” 
engine on the job. When he passed Wallace he 
had the old Mollie wide open and rattling like 
an antique thrashing machine. Joe McNew on 
engine 382 was just as exciting as Casey Jones 
on his engine No. 382.

73 y’all

AT LAST! March 7, 2012
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

April 6, 2012. Please send articles, information and exchange news-
letters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, VA, 
24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via 
email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@verizon.
net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at klmiller@
rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
 After 11 years, groundbreaking at the Virginian station! From 

top left: Chairman Jim Cosby and Chapter President Jeff Sanders, 
former VGN Engineer Raymond East checks out the authentic-
ity of a VGN No. 2 scoop. Skip Salmon recognizes VGN veterans 
who "Caught the westbound" prior to the station construction 
beginning. Row two: Board member and former VGN man Landon 
Gregory speaks to the crowd. The group that will shovel some of 
the dirt. Row 3: Some of the folks who came out, and the original 
Virginian shovels used for the ceremony. Landon Gregory photos.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, April 
19, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our May meeting well be held Thursday May 16 at 7:30 pm. 
June's monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, June 20.

Meeting Notice
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creation of Norfolk Southern. Look at www.
LinkMuseum.org for more info. 

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
- March 24 is Model Train Day. Coming on 
May 12, 2012, is the Roanoke Rail Festival. 
As the date approaches check out their web-
site, www.vmt.org , for more information.

C&O RAILWAY HERITAGE CENTER - May 
5 is the C&O Railway Heritage Festival in 
Clifton Forge. Info at www.cohs.org

CASS SCENIC RAILROAD - May 18, 19 
and 20 feature the Cass (West Virginia) 
railfan weekend. Included are freight/log-
ging/passenger trains and multiple runbys. 
Sponsored by the Mountain State Railroad 
and Logging Association, call 1-800-225-5982 
for more information.

NRHS CONVENTION - The national 
convention (June 18-24) is in Iowa, and 
the September 2013 convention will be in 
Alaska. More information at www.NRHS.com 

N&W HISTORICAL SOCIETY - The 
N&WHS’s annual convention will be in 
Lynchburg this year, June 21 to June 24. 
More information at www.NWHS.org .

NRHS RAILCAMP - There are two Teen 
RailCamps this year - July 8 to 13 in 
Scranton, PA, and July 29 to August 4 in 
Tacoma and Seattle, WA. The camps are for 
high school age boys and girls. Check out 
www.NRHS.com for more info or contact 
Carl Jensen. Financial aid may be available.

AAPRCO CONVENTION SPECIAL - The 
American Association of Private Railroad 
Car Owners special train is scheduled to 
stop overnight in Roanoke on September 
30, departing 1 PM on October 1 for 
Washington, DC, via Front Royal.

Steam Engines and Stack Music
by Joe Fagan

According to Mr. GOOGLE, in two years 
we can celebrate the two hundredth 

anniversary of the invention of the steam 
railroad engine. Mr. George Stephenson 

invented and built the first locomotive 
named “BULCHER” and first ran it on the 
Cillingwood RR on July 25, 1814. The track 
was 480 feet long. The engine pulled eight 
cars of coal weighing 30 tons up hill at four 
miles per hour. There have been loyal rail 
fans ever since.

Some of the engineers would put on a 
show for their audience. Three men really 
stood out who ran on the Radford Division’s 
Bristol line.

Back when the Norfolk and Western 
Railway still ran steam, around 1950, Mr. J. 
P. Davidson was the engineman on No. 17, 
the Birmingham Special, that left Roanoke 
at 9:15 PM. On nice summer nights he had 
a fair sized gallery of fans waiting on the 
Hotel Roanoke lawn to hear him leave town. 
He could really make those “J” engines bark 
and the whistle sounded like a riverboat 
echoing around the bend. The gallery would 
hang around until the train was out of hear-
ing, just standing wistfully silent. (Ain’t that 
poetic?)

Time freight No. 95 ran daily and passed 
Abingdon, Va, around 8:00 PM. After it made 
the setoff in Glade Spring, there would still 
be 50 or 60 cars in the train. The engine was 
always a “Y” 2100 engine and Mr. Arthur 
Flelshman was one of the enginemen in the 
assignment. When he was on the engine 
you could hear him blowing road crossings 
for miles on both sides of town. When the 
engine passed the station it would be going 
full tilt steaming and clanking, as the “Y” 
was prone to do. Uncle Walt Buchanan was 
the bank president of the Abingdon bank 
and he usually was pretty late leaving in 
the evening and he always came down to 
the depot to watch No. 95 pass. He was the 
happiest man in town just standing there 
watching and listening. He said he missed 
his calling and regretted not being a railroad 
engineer.
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Fond Memories - The Series 
Remembering Mr. W. O. Fergurson

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

As I have noted before within the pages 
of The Turntable Times, as a young kid 

growing up in my hometown of Danville, 
VA, the attending of church on a regular 
basis was as important as the attendance 
of school. I attended the church that my 
dad attended when he was a lad, which 
was located out in the country at that time 
period and it was about a 25 minute drive 
from home direct. For as long as I can 
remember, my dad had a thing for taking a 
number of folks to church in the morning. 
They returned home via other means. Of all 
the people who received rides, and granted 
there were not a lot, the one that meant 
the most to me was a gentleman by the 
name of William Oliver Fergurson. The best 
way to describe him is as follows. He was 
Danville’s answer to actor Morgan Freeman, 
a soft spoken easy going fellow who always 
addressed me as “Robin my boy.” I don’t 
even remember how long Mr. Fergurson had 
been riding with us before he uttered the 
following words during a conversation with 
my dad - “When I worked for the railroad.” 
Upon hearing those words, I nearly fell out 
of the back seat and my dad thought I had 
almost fallen out of the car. Age wise I was 
in my lower teens. During his earlier years 
Mr. Fergurson was employed as a laborer 
for The Road of Precision Transportation, 
the Norfolk and Western Railway over in 
Williamson, West Virginia. Now granted 
most railfans don’t even give these positions 
a second thought, but back in Mr. William’s 
time as a young man, any job on the railroad 
placed you on a higher plane in your com-
munity. The pay was good, work was steady, 
and retirement benefits surpassed Uncle 
Sam’s.

Mr. Fergurson was proud of his position 
and employer. He marveled at the fact that 
the N&W designed and manufactured its 
own steam locomotives that were consid-
ered to be some of if not the best America 
had to offer. He was proud of his position 
servicing the mighty machines because as 
he noted, as efficient as the 600’s, 1200’s, 
and 2100’s were, they required human 
attention to maintain them. Mr. Fergurson 
often noted that it did his spirit good to see 
and hear a locomotive he had just serviced 
get down to the business of movin’ the ton-
nage outta town.

One Sunday morning on our way to 
church Mr. Fergurson disclosed to me and 
my dad a secret he had kept from N&W 
management and his coworkers, too. Mr. 
Fergurson, like most young boys of his era, 
dreamed and romanced about being a loco-
motive engineer. Being an African American 
this really was an impossible dream. Enter 
Mr. Calvin “Wildcat” McPherson. I asked Mr. 
Fergurson why Calvin was called Wildcat 
and he replied that the man had a talent for 
mimicking the sounds of the bobcat. I then 
asked why he did that and Mr. Fergurson 
replied “Robin my boy, in West Virginia 
that’s just the way it was.” Like Opie from 
Mayberry, I had to study on that one.

According to Mr. Fergurson, Mr. 
McPherson was quite a character. He could 
be your best friend or a deadly foe. Mr. 
McPherson was not shy about his desire to 
be an engineer and Mr. McPherson was no 
exception. He know that could not happen 
so he offered Mr. Fergurson secret loco-
motive operation sessions. Mr. Fergurson 
accepted the offer with some serious reser-
vation, too. It was a risky thing to execute. 
A white man teaching a black person a 
skilled trade could get him reprimanded or 
even fired. He might even get tarred and 
feathered. Mr. Fergurson could have been 
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of the railway by simply stating in his 1961 
book THE VIRGINIAN RAILWAY that “we will 
always have the Virginian.” I think H. was 
right.

Membership Report
by Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

During the past few months, Chad Jordan, 
Keegan Arnold, Jeff Shelton, and Phyllis 

Smith have joined Roanoke Chapter. We wel-
come them all.

From time to time, the Chapter has infor-
mation to be distributed on short notice. 
This is done via email. If you have an email 
address but have not been receiving these 
notices, please send your email address to 
Membership Chairman Walter Alexander. 
Is your membership information current? 
Please let Walter know as soon as possible 
about address, phone number or email 
address changes by contacting him via 
e-mail (Terrapin66@cox.net) or phone (540-
345-5826). In March we plan to distribute 
Chapter 2012 Membership Cards and then 
prepare a 2012 Roster. 

Kindly submit your membership renewal 
at your earliest convenience. By the end 
of January we had received back, with 
payments, about 75 percent of the 2012 
membership renewal forms sent out in late 
October. Donations to the chapter can be 
included with renewals. Literature sent out 
with the renewal forms also explains how to 
make donations to NRHS national. Thanks 
to all who have renewed. Please don’t 
delay, renew today if you have not. NRHS 
national will soon be sending out second 
notices to those who have not renewed. If 
you fail to renew by mid-March, you may 
be dropped from membership and distribu-
tion of Chapter newsletters and bulletins 
from national. If you have any question 
about your membership expiration date, 
it is shown on the mailing label of your 

Turntable Times newsletter. However, if 
you receive the newsletter via email only, 
contact Walter via email and he can tell you 
when your dues expire. Also, if you would 
like to receive the color edition of the news-
letter via email, send your request to Walter.

The Timetable
Virginian Station - Construction began 

February 22! Wednesday, March 7, was the 
official public ground breaking. . 

As a reminder, the Virginian station is a 
construction zone and no one is allowed 
on the property except authorized person-
nel. Chapter President Jeff Sanders reminds 
everyone to refer questions to Virginian 
Station Committee Chairman Jim Cosby, 
phone 989-3198. To avoid confusion he is 
the only person authorized to provide infor-
mation to the media. 

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER - At 6 PM, March 
28, the Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS in 
Lynchburg features a program at Charley’s 
Restaurant by Aubrey Wiley - Restoring a 
Virginian Motor Car. The annual Lynchburg 
Rail Day will be August 11. On August 25 
there will be an excursion using the regular 
Amtrak Regional train from Lynchburg to 
Manassas and return, to the 2nd Battle of 
Manassas Festival. You can use the Smart 
Way Connector from the Roanoke and New 
River Valleys to get to Amtrak at Lynchburg 
every day for $4. Roundtrip Amtrak fare 
should be $44 if you book well in advance. 
See www.BlueRidgeNRHS.org and www.
SmartWayBus.com .

O. WINSTON LINK MUSEUM - The exhibit 
“Requiem for Steam, Photography of David 
Plowden” continues to May 7. As a reminder, 
Roanoke Chapter members enjoy free admis-
sion to the museum and 10% off in the gift 
shop. Just show your Roanoke Chapter NRHS 
membership card. The museum will have 
a “Train Day” on Saturday, June 2, in con-
junction with the 30th anniversary of the 



after all, weren’t they just like the ole C&O 
engines that I had been accustomed to?

 Colorful new excitement came in 1954 
when the yellow and black Fairbanks units 
came to town -they sounded different (I 
didn’t know about opposed pistons) and 
spewed blue smoke. On a lazy Sunday after-
noon in 1955 my older brother took me to 
a Clark Avenue (581 today) vantage point 
where he parked his 1950 Chevrolet convert-
ible high above the rail terminal with steam, 
diesel and electric motive power. I remem-
ber the ubiquitous 0-8-0s and the H-16-44s 
but have no recollection of any 2-8-4s or  
2-6-6-6s - they weren’t “new, modern.”

At the merger date of December 1,1959, 
I was more interested in the changes being 
made by the N&W than covering the last 
days of Virginian operating procedures. My 
youthful mind was still oriented in what 
was “new and modern” after the merger 
into the N&W. Alco T-6s worked under the 
Wasena bridge while GP-9s pulled long 
transfer cuts from Park Street down the 
“Punk” to the former Virginian at JK. I 
would hang out just east of the station to 
watch the action. I had little interest in the 
station. It was just another building to block 
my view of the action. 

My railroading interest waned somewhat 
from 1960 to 1964. I do remember going to 
Pineville in 1961 with my brother to pick 
up a new Olds 88 and seeing an EL2B in the 
vicinity of Herndon pushing on a Hill Run. 
Norfolk and Western closed down former 
Virginian electric operations on June 30, 
1962. The Narrows power plant fell in 1971.

During the years of Roanoke Chapter 
steam excursions from 1968 through 1994 
the Virginian’s Roanoke Passenger Station 
was not part of our organizations plans; we 
were involved in the operation of long dis-
tance, convention, and local passenger trains 
and providing commensurate rolling stock 

for the same. 
Three or four years after the last steam 

excursion many of us felt that we must 
come up with some form of a living legacy 
to put our accomplishments into some form 
of a bricks and mortar context. We were 
inspired by the purposed conversion of the 
Norfolk and Western Passenger Station into 
the O. Winston Link Museum. 

The first Chapter member to initiate the 
restoration of the station was Ken Miller 
after meeting with a local architect regard-
ing the feasibility of saving the burned hulk, 
he got in touch with Allison Blanton of the 
Roanoke Preservation Society a few weeks 
after the station burned on January 29, 
2001. I remember going to a meeting at the 
downtown library in September 2001 before 
Norfolk Southern donated the building to 
the Chapter.

Our main concern at that time was find-
ing an individual who had a considerable 
business acumen, a legal background, along 
with ample time. 

After long discussions with Ken, Jeff, 
and others, we realized that no one in the 
Chapter could fit the bill. I remember going 
home at night and thinking about some one 
who would magically appear and take over. 
I don’t remember when Jim Cosby attended 
his first Roanoke Chapter meeting, but it 
seemed to me that he might be the one to 
head the station restoration project. In the 
meantime Skip Salmon and his “Friends of 
the Virginian” group had joined our forces. 

And now after 11 years of false starts,vain 
efforts, redundant procedures, excessive cor-
respondence and just plain determination, 
construction is beginning on Phase I of the 
Virginian Station. 

In replying to Laura Blake, postmistress 
of Kincade, West Virginia, back in the first 
half of the last century, the late H. Read 
answers her question regarding the demise 

fired, too. The sessions always took place at 
night. By the way, Mr. McPherson had a lotta 
seniority and was a hogger for the N&W’s 
hottest time freights. He saw something 
special in Mr. Fergurson and wanted to teach 
him the skill even if Mr. Fergurson could 
never apply that skill in actual train service. 
He did get to hostle the engines that Mr. 
McPherson was assigned before and after 
runs and he was impressed by how quickly 
Mr.Fergurson caught on. Mr. Fergurson 
always kept a dirty rag in his lap so if an 
official or regular employee hopped in the 
locomotive cab, they would assume he was 
carrying out his servicing duties. The only 
other people who were aware of these train-
ing session were the wives. Mr. Fergurson 
noted that on several occasions, he was able 
to bring in from one end of the yard to the 
other entire trains and the feeling he felt 
just could not be put into words. He was 
forever grateful for Calvin’s courageousness, 
commitment, and encouragement.

Mr. Fergurson came to Danville to join 
his brother in a bricklaying business. 
Bricklaying was a side job he did while living 
in Williamson. He had one daughter and his 
wife preceded him in death by ten years.

The Creator called him home in 1987.

Board Meeting Summary - 
February 7, 2012

Board Members attending:  Jeff Sanders, 
Eddie Mooneyham, Skip Salmon, Jim Cosby, 
Landon Gregory, Bill Mason, Gary Gray, Ken 
Miller.  Also attending:  Walt Alexander, 
Harold Hunley and Percy Wilkins

Walt Alexander reported 147 have 
renewed as of this date.

Jim Cosby presented the 2012 Chapter 
Financial Budget, which was adopted.

A proposal to study the sale of our rubber 
tire crane and use the proceeds to purchase 
a 40’ container to store equipment was 

passed.
Work is progressing on the VMT’s CW Ry 

662 (wiring) and we are getting an estimate 
to paint it. Replacement glass, plus installa-
tion for the 662 was approved. An applica-
tion will be made to NRHS for a grant for 
painting costs. Bill Mason is working on 
locating air brake equipment parts for our 
diesels.

We will give train rides this Saturday, Feb. 
11 at VMT for “Train Lover’s Day”.

The Board authorized the continuation of 
the lease of Chapter equipment, as well as 
pursuing the sale of the Chapter’s No. 1148 
dormitory/diner.

A meeting with NS concerning the pos-
sible operation of the Roanoke Belt Line was 
reported. NS is studying our proposal.

Virginian Station: A construction sign and 
other signage for the Virginian Station was 
discussed. The contract with G&H has been 
signed. Our Counsel Will Dibling will com-
plete our part this week.

Groundbreaking Ceremony is tentatively 
set for March 7, 2012. Parking lot extension 
discussions continue. Jim has talked to Sun 
Trust about a $200,000 construction loan to 
enable us to stay ahead of needed refunding 
of grant monies.

Tax Penalties:  Jim reported that our 
Chapter will most likely be exempted from 
these after all the information is reviewed. 
#511 dome damage payments for the glass 
breakage have been satisfied.

Jim Cosby suggested that we have our trip 
committee start meeting soon to plan the 
fall trips. Percy Wilkins suggested that we 
consider a Spring trip/outing for Chapter 
members only.  No action was taken. 
Meeting adjourned.

Local News
Condolences to Karl Oehring on the 

recent death of his mother.
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Claudine Miller was recently in the hospi-
tal but is back home. We wish her well.

Thanks to the Blue Ridge Chapter for their 
recent donation of $500 for the Virginian 
Station restoration project.

A good time was had by all who attended 
the Chapter’s Holiday Gathering December 
15, 2011. Attendance was about 67. Thanks 
especially to Wanda Troutman, Bonnie 
Molinary, and Kathy Overholser for doing 
the “background” work.

Chapter officers for 2012, recommended 
by the Nominating Committee and elected 
by the Board of Directors from the board 
membership, are: President, Jeff Sanders; 
Vice President, Eddie Mooneyham; 
Secretary, Skip Salmon; Treasurer, Jim 
Cosby; and National Director, Carl Jensen.

The Virginia Museum of Transportation’s 
Norfolk and Western Railway EMD 
SD-45 locomotive 1776 is now at Norfolk 
Southern’s Chattanooga locomotive shops 
to be re-painted into its bicentennial red, 
white, and blue paint scheme. Money for 
the restoration was raised from donations 
and a TRAINS magazine preservation grant.

Norfolk Southern’s new ethanol terminal 
has opened in Roanoke, just east of the NS 
East Roanoke shops.

On December 10 and 11, 2011, over 
1300 passengers safely rode the Roanoke 
Chapter’s “Candy Cane Shifter” from the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation to near 
Tenth Street and back. On the 11th, a local 
TV station featured the train (Skip Salmon). 

A Good Rail Day Crowd at VMT on 
February 11 - We carried 1043 riders behind 
our Alco T-6 No. 41 operating out of the 
freight house lead behind the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation on Saturday the 
11th . We had the usual dynamic crew rang-
ing from “hogger” Eddie Mooneyham (pic-
tured in the next day’s ROANOKE TIMES) 
to Wizzy Strom who made a bang up beef 

stew that kept our gang of 16 fired up on a 
sub-freezing wind chill day. No. 41 had some 
minor electrical problems along with a leaky 
radiator. These issues didn’t interfere with 
our half mile run to Tenth street but must 
be addressed by our mechanical department 
before the next run. Once again we are 
pleased to work as a participating partner 
with the Museum and are looking forward 
to many more joint operations later in the 
year and in many more future years (Gary 
Gray).

HIGH BRIDGE - The High Bridge Trail 
State Park near Appomattox is expected to 
open its last segment, the High Bridge itself, 
later this spring. The former N&W Railway 
trail is 31 miles long, extending from near 
Burkeville to Pamplin.

RURAL RETREAT DEPOT - The Rural 
Retreat Depot Foundation is raising money 
to preserve the 1866 Rural Retreat, Va, depot 
made famous by O. Winston Link in pictures 
and recordings. More info at their website, 
www.RuralRetreatDepot.org .

NORFOLK SOUTHERN TO HONOR 
PREDECESSOR RAILROADS - To celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the Norfolk & Western/
Southern merger (June 1, 1982), Norfolk 
Southern plans to honor many of the rail-
roads that make up the present day NS sys-
tem. 18 new locomotives (10 EMD SD70ACe 
and 8 GE ES44AC units) will be painted in 
heritage paint schemes, including Norfolk 
and Western (blue), Virginian, Nickel Plate 
Road, Illinois Terminal, and Wabash, and 
all should be in service by June 1. NS plans 
to recreate the paint schemes as accurately 
as possible (Trains Newswire, February 16, 
2012). See this link at the Norfolk Southern 
website for artist Andy Fletcher’s sketches 
of all 18 paint schemes - http://www.nscorp.
com/nscportal/nscorp/Media/images/heri-
tage_images.html 
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accepted in the national office. Deadline for 
filing is April 25 when applications must be 
in the office.

(6) Conventions – 2011 Tacoma not settled 
financially yet, with some bills in question. 
The 2012 convention at Cedar Rapids sales 
started – see NRHS website – and orders 
so far are about $150,000. They still have 
a long way to go. The 2013 Alaska conven-
tion is waiting from hotel rates, to confirm 
dates. There is nothing specific for 2014 and 
beyond. 

(7) Upcoming BOD Meetings – April 20-22 
at Richmond. Old Dominion Chapter is 
host and as part of their program will bring 
Directors to Roanoke on Friday April 20 to 
visit the Link Museum and VMT. They asked 
for some assistance from Roanoke Chapter 
for overview of Roanoke rail layout etc. 
Details are to be worked out. The Richmond 
meeting will be the last for the Regional 
Vice Presidents as they do not meet at the 
conventions. It will be the next to last meet-
ing of the current BOD insofar as conduct-
ing business as a Board and the last formal 
meeting will be at the convention in Cedar 
Rapids.

A Lifelong Alliance: 
Recollections of the Virginian

by Dorr Tucker 

With the long awaited restoration of 
Roanoke’s Virginian passenger station 

under way, the presence of the Virginian 
Railway in my life will undoubtedly contin-
ue for the rest of my years. 

My first remembrance of the Virginian 
occurred some 32 miles from the end of 
railway on New York Central tracks outside 
my home in Charleston, West Virginia. From 
the back seat of our 1949 Pontiac, I distinctly 
remember seeing the three car train headed 
by a Pacific type locomotive loafing along 
the north bank of the Kanawha River around 

4 in the afternoon. My parents told me 
that the train had started its run in a place 
named “Roanoke,” but to a first grader it 
might as well had been Timbucktu. Little did 
I know that the station building where the 
little train had originated would be of spe-
cial significance to me some 60 years later. 

Around this same time my folks would 
often drive along US route 60 en route to 
my grandparents. We usually passed by the 
Virginian bridge at Deepwater where more 
often than not a USRA mallet followed by a 
string of loaded coal hoppers was stopped 
on the bridge. At that early age I didn’t 
understand that the train needed to get 
clearance at DB tower to operate on the NYC. 

A few months later my father took us on 
an insurance business trip to Pineville, WV. 
I didn’t see any trains on the Guyandotte 
River branch, but when we passed by the 
motor barn in Mullins my eyes almost 
popped out of my head! Two “new mod-
ern” 2 unit EL2Bs were spotted on the stub 
tracks, but we didn’t tarry as my folks want-
ed to get to the Beckley Hotel to have a real 
meal. We had to suffice on corn flakes and 
milk in Pineville from the store below the 
rooming house where we spent the night. 

After moving to Roanoke we often traveled 
along US 460 in Giles County. One time, 
from the back seat of our 1952 Pontiac, I saw 
two squarehead motors spotting cars well 
within the Celanese Plant on tracks on the 
far north side of the facility (close to 460). A 
more dramatic scene occurred going by the 
Virginian’s Narrows Power plant after dark 
and seeing a massive blue electrical arc illu-
minate the sky for a split second. This was 
probably when the polarity was reversed on 
one of the juice jacks as motors became gen-
erators when heading downhill. 

As a child growing up in Roanoke in the 
1950s I was enamored by the Virginian’s 
electrics. Virginian steam meant little, 
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Report of National Board of 
Directors Meeting, 
Williamsburg, VA January 6-8, 2012

by Carl Jensen, National Director

National Directors met in Williamsburg 
to transact several significant matters 

affecting the future structure and operation 
of NRHS at the national level, and to an 
extent at the local Chapter level.

At the annual membership meeting in 
Tacoma WA last summer members ratified 
a new set of National Bylaws for NRHS. 
They are intended primarily to streamline 
the National Board of Directors, and hope-
fully improve the management process of 
the national office. Briefly, the new Board 
(BOD) will now consist of 25 Directors 
and Officers, instead of over 160 National 
Directors (one from each Chapter) plus sev-
eral elected officers and several representa-
tives of At Large Members (those not affili-
ated with a chapter) as the old by-laws called 
for. 

There will now be 14 National Directors 
elected two each from 7 newly established 
Districts throughout the US. These districts 
are composed of chapters within a given geo-
graphic area and are designed to be almost 
equal in size as measured by members 
belonging to the various chapters in each 
District. In nearly all cases the new Districts 
follow state lines. In addition 4 directors 
will be elected by At Large Members and five 
National Directors called “Global Directors” 
will be voted on by ALL NRHS members. The 
positions of President and Vice President 
will also be voted on by all NRHS members. 
These various categories will total 25 and 
constitute the new Board of Directors.

Individual Chapters will no longer have 
what has been known as National Directors. 
This has been the way each chapter was rep-
resented on the National Board of Directors. 

In addition the old position of Regional Vice 
President is abolished. Each Chapter will 
now elect a “Chapter Representative” who 
will represent the chapter on the “Advisory 
Committee” that is to meet several times a 
year. Attendance will be open to all Chapter 
Representatives. Also to attend will be sev-
eral district National Directors and the Vice 
President who will chair the meeting. These 
meetings will allow Chapter Representatives 
to voice comments, ideas, dissatisfaction or 
other commentary to the National Directors 
present. They in turn are to take these mat-
ters to the full 25 member Board for consid-
eration. Chapters will not have a direct vote 
through their Chapter Representative on 
affairs of the Society.

The first step to organizing the new 
National BOD was the establishment of the 
new Districts. A rather elaborate mathemati-
cal analysis was undertaken, using the total 
membership as of September 30, 2011 as 
the basis for determining the categories of 
Chapter Members and At Large Members. 
The ratio of members between these two 
groups resulted in the creation of two At 
Large Member Districts and seven Chapter 
Member Districts. 

 Chapter membership is counted by the 
home city of the Chapter, not by the address 
of the individual member. Membership 
was defined as primary (person paying full 
dues) and family member whose dues are 
paid by the primary. Members who pay their 
annual national dues through one chapter 
are counted in that chapter, even if they live 
outside the area or they hold chapter only 
memberships in other chapters.

The various Districts have a mean mem-
bership of 1465, varying from a low of 1441 
to a high of 1489. Roanoke chapter is includ-
ed within a grouping of Virginia (except 
Rappahannock and Old Dominion Chapters) 
NC, SC, GA, FL, MS and the panhandle of 

AL. As of last September there were 1477 
members in this District.

The districting proposal and designations 
were ratified by the BOD in Williamsburg. 
The next step was establishment of a nomi-
nating committee. They will start immedi-
ately to design some type of nomination 
submittal form with criteria and qualifica-
tions as specified in the by laws and provi-
sions for individual commentary on why 
the person wishes to be elected, goals etc. 
Nominations will end March 31. Individuals 
may self-nominate themselves.

Paper ballots will be mailed to all NRHS 
members in June and election will close 
August 1, 2012. The new BOD will take 
office at the November 18, 2012, and the old 
board ceases to exist as of that date. More 
specific information on the ballot format 
and instructions will be forthcoming at a 
later time.

Other business at Williamsburg: 
(1) Board approved a renewal of the 

contract with Fernley and Fernley of 
Philadelphia for the period 2012 through 
2013, with provisions for review of the 
agreement if needed. Briefly, Fernley per-
forms data base management of member-
ship records and dues processing, acts as 
NRHS national office headquarters handling 
various administrative services and pro-
vides financial services. There will be a 5.5% 
increase in the charges, but this is the first 
since NRHS began using F&F five years ago. 
There is also a management fee for expenses 
of F&F personnel to attend NRHS meetings 
outside the office (usually at NRHS BOD 
meetings). Overall approximately 42% of all 
dues collected by NRHS goes toward paying 
for F&F services. 

(2) The F&F expenses are only a part of the 
cost of administering the NRHS nationally 
but do not include officer and some commit-
tee expenses directly attributable to overall 

administration. The Board was not supplied 
any other financial information concerning 
such expenses, as the President stated they 
had not finalized the books for the year as of 
last weekend. No specific date was stated for 
a full financial disclosure of 2011 results. 

More and more national operations are 
tied to contracted services or paid consul-
tants. This is in the face of decreasing mem-
bership renewals year to year and reduced 
dues revenues. The overall operating budget 
of the Society also uses funds from dona-
tions and some investment income. About 
20-25% of the total operating costs are from 
these sources, the balance from dues.

(3) New enhanced website startup 
was announced effective January 1. Vice 
President Jeff Smith outlined a general 
description of the site (actually two, one 
accessible only to officers and directors, the 
other to the general public as well as mem-
bers) Data in the public site will be updated 
several times per month (but the person or 
persons to do this are not enumerated and 
Jeff said the complexity of the programs 
probably will require paying someone to 
input changes and updates.)

(4) RailCamp will be held in Scranton, PA 
July 8-13 for 24 campers and at Tacoma, WA. 
July 29-August 4 for 12 campers. The Tacoma 
camp is new this year, and replaces one 
previously held at Nevada Northern RR but 
canceled in 2011 due to the NN withdrawing 
their support. Fees are expected to be the 
same as 2011 -$750 per camper.

(5) Grants program – a $50,000 budget is 
earmarked for this year, an increase. The 
Grants Committee Chairman resigned in 
November along with one committee mem-
ber over disagreement with the President 
on his handling of appointments and com-
mittee budget. No new Chairman has been 
named yet, However, application forms 
are available on the website and are being 
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Claudine Miller was recently in the hospi-
tal but is back home. We wish her well.

Thanks to the Blue Ridge Chapter for their 
recent donation of $500 for the Virginian 
Station restoration project.

A good time was had by all who attended 
the Chapter’s Holiday Gathering December 
15, 2011. Attendance was about 67. Thanks 
especially to Wanda Troutman, Bonnie 
Molinary, and Kathy Overholser for doing 
the “background” work.

Chapter officers for 2012, recommended 
by the Nominating Committee and elected 
by the Board of Directors from the board 
membership, are: President, Jeff Sanders; 
Vice President, Eddie Mooneyham; 
Secretary, Skip Salmon; Treasurer, Jim 
Cosby; and National Director, Carl Jensen.

The Virginia Museum of Transportation’s 
Norfolk and Western Railway EMD 
SD-45 locomotive 1776 is now at Norfolk 
Southern’s Chattanooga locomotive shops 
to be re-painted into its bicentennial red, 
white, and blue paint scheme. Money for 
the restoration was raised from donations 
and a TRAINS magazine preservation grant.

Norfolk Southern’s new ethanol terminal 
has opened in Roanoke, just east of the NS 
East Roanoke shops.

On December 10 and 11, 2011, over 
1300 passengers safely rode the Roanoke 
Chapter’s “Candy Cane Shifter” from the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation to near 
Tenth Street and back. On the 11th, a local 
TV station featured the train (Skip Salmon). 

A Good Rail Day Crowd at VMT on 
February 11 - We carried 1043 riders behind 
our Alco T-6 No. 41 operating out of the 
freight house lead behind the Virginia 
Museum of Transportation on Saturday the 
11th . We had the usual dynamic crew rang-
ing from “hogger” Eddie Mooneyham (pic-
tured in the next day’s ROANOKE TIMES) 
to Wizzy Strom who made a bang up beef 

stew that kept our gang of 16 fired up on a 
sub-freezing wind chill day. No. 41 had some 
minor electrical problems along with a leaky 
radiator. These issues didn’t interfere with 
our half mile run to Tenth street but must 
be addressed by our mechanical department 
before the next run. Once again we are 
pleased to work as a participating partner 
with the Museum and are looking forward 
to many more joint operations later in the 
year and in many more future years (Gary 
Gray).

HIGH BRIDGE - The High Bridge Trail 
State Park near Appomattox is expected to 
open its last segment, the High Bridge itself, 
later this spring. The former N&W Railway 
trail is 31 miles long, extending from near 
Burkeville to Pamplin.

RURAL RETREAT DEPOT - The Rural 
Retreat Depot Foundation is raising money 
to preserve the 1866 Rural Retreat, Va, depot 
made famous by O. Winston Link in pictures 
and recordings. More info at their website, 
www.RuralRetreatDepot.org .

NORFOLK SOUTHERN TO HONOR 
PREDECESSOR RAILROADS - To celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the Norfolk & Western/
Southern merger (June 1, 1982), Norfolk 
Southern plans to honor many of the rail-
roads that make up the present day NS sys-
tem. 18 new locomotives (10 EMD SD70ACe 
and 8 GE ES44AC units) will be painted in 
heritage paint schemes, including Norfolk 
and Western (blue), Virginian, Nickel Plate 
Road, Illinois Terminal, and Wabash, and 
all should be in service by June 1. NS plans 
to recreate the paint schemes as accurately 
as possible (Trains Newswire, February 16, 
2012). See this link at the Norfolk Southern 
website for artist Andy Fletcher’s sketches 
of all 18 paint schemes - http://www.nscorp.
com/nscportal/nscorp/Media/images/heri-
tage_images.html 
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accepted in the national office. Deadline for 
filing is April 25 when applications must be 
in the office.

(6) Conventions – 2011 Tacoma not settled 
financially yet, with some bills in question. 
The 2012 convention at Cedar Rapids sales 
started – see NRHS website – and orders 
so far are about $150,000. They still have 
a long way to go. The 2013 Alaska conven-
tion is waiting from hotel rates, to confirm 
dates. There is nothing specific for 2014 and 
beyond. 

(7) Upcoming BOD Meetings – April 20-22 
at Richmond. Old Dominion Chapter is 
host and as part of their program will bring 
Directors to Roanoke on Friday April 20 to 
visit the Link Museum and VMT. They asked 
for some assistance from Roanoke Chapter 
for overview of Roanoke rail layout etc. 
Details are to be worked out. The Richmond 
meeting will be the last for the Regional 
Vice Presidents as they do not meet at the 
conventions. It will be the next to last meet-
ing of the current BOD insofar as conduct-
ing business as a Board and the last formal 
meeting will be at the convention in Cedar 
Rapids.

A Lifelong Alliance: 
Recollections of the Virginian

by Dorr Tucker 

With the long awaited restoration of 
Roanoke’s Virginian passenger station 

under way, the presence of the Virginian 
Railway in my life will undoubtedly contin-
ue for the rest of my years. 

My first remembrance of the Virginian 
occurred some 32 miles from the end of 
railway on New York Central tracks outside 
my home in Charleston, West Virginia. From 
the back seat of our 1949 Pontiac, I distinctly 
remember seeing the three car train headed 
by a Pacific type locomotive loafing along 
the north bank of the Kanawha River around 

4 in the afternoon. My parents told me 
that the train had started its run in a place 
named “Roanoke,” but to a first grader it 
might as well had been Timbucktu. Little did 
I know that the station building where the 
little train had originated would be of spe-
cial significance to me some 60 years later. 

Around this same time my folks would 
often drive along US route 60 en route to 
my grandparents. We usually passed by the 
Virginian bridge at Deepwater where more 
often than not a USRA mallet followed by a 
string of loaded coal hoppers was stopped 
on the bridge. At that early age I didn’t 
understand that the train needed to get 
clearance at DB tower to operate on the NYC. 

A few months later my father took us on 
an insurance business trip to Pineville, WV. 
I didn’t see any trains on the Guyandotte 
River branch, but when we passed by the 
motor barn in Mullins my eyes almost 
popped out of my head! Two “new mod-
ern” 2 unit EL2Bs were spotted on the stub 
tracks, but we didn’t tarry as my folks want-
ed to get to the Beckley Hotel to have a real 
meal. We had to suffice on corn flakes and 
milk in Pineville from the store below the 
rooming house where we spent the night. 

After moving to Roanoke we often traveled 
along US 460 in Giles County. One time, 
from the back seat of our 1952 Pontiac, I saw 
two squarehead motors spotting cars well 
within the Celanese Plant on tracks on the 
far north side of the facility (close to 460). A 
more dramatic scene occurred going by the 
Virginian’s Narrows Power plant after dark 
and seeing a massive blue electrical arc illu-
minate the sky for a split second. This was 
probably when the polarity was reversed on 
one of the juice jacks as motors became gen-
erators when heading downhill. 

As a child growing up in Roanoke in the 
1950s I was enamored by the Virginian’s 
electrics. Virginian steam meant little, 



after all, weren’t they just like the ole C&O 
engines that I had been accustomed to?

 Colorful new excitement came in 1954 
when the yellow and black Fairbanks units 
came to town -they sounded different (I 
didn’t know about opposed pistons) and 
spewed blue smoke. On a lazy Sunday after-
noon in 1955 my older brother took me to 
a Clark Avenue (581 today) vantage point 
where he parked his 1950 Chevrolet convert-
ible high above the rail terminal with steam, 
diesel and electric motive power. I remem-
ber the ubiquitous 0-8-0s and the H-16-44s 
but have no recollection of any 2-8-4s or  
2-6-6-6s - they weren’t “new, modern.”

At the merger date of December 1,1959, 
I was more interested in the changes being 
made by the N&W than covering the last 
days of Virginian operating procedures. My 
youthful mind was still oriented in what 
was “new and modern” after the merger 
into the N&W. Alco T-6s worked under the 
Wasena bridge while GP-9s pulled long 
transfer cuts from Park Street down the 
“Punk” to the former Virginian at JK. I 
would hang out just east of the station to 
watch the action. I had little interest in the 
station. It was just another building to block 
my view of the action. 

My railroading interest waned somewhat 
from 1960 to 1964. I do remember going to 
Pineville in 1961 with my brother to pick 
up a new Olds 88 and seeing an EL2B in the 
vicinity of Herndon pushing on a Hill Run. 
Norfolk and Western closed down former 
Virginian electric operations on June 30, 
1962. The Narrows power plant fell in 1971.

During the years of Roanoke Chapter 
steam excursions from 1968 through 1994 
the Virginian’s Roanoke Passenger Station 
was not part of our organizations plans; we 
were involved in the operation of long dis-
tance, convention, and local passenger trains 
and providing commensurate rolling stock 

for the same. 
Three or four years after the last steam 

excursion many of us felt that we must 
come up with some form of a living legacy 
to put our accomplishments into some form 
of a bricks and mortar context. We were 
inspired by the purposed conversion of the 
Norfolk and Western Passenger Station into 
the O. Winston Link Museum. 

The first Chapter member to initiate the 
restoration of the station was Ken Miller 
after meeting with a local architect regard-
ing the feasibility of saving the burned hulk, 
he got in touch with Allison Blanton of the 
Roanoke Preservation Society a few weeks 
after the station burned on January 29, 
2001. I remember going to a meeting at the 
downtown library in September 2001 before 
Norfolk Southern donated the building to 
the Chapter.

Our main concern at that time was find-
ing an individual who had a considerable 
business acumen, a legal background, along 
with ample time. 

After long discussions with Ken, Jeff, 
and others, we realized that no one in the 
Chapter could fit the bill. I remember going 
home at night and thinking about some one 
who would magically appear and take over. 
I don’t remember when Jim Cosby attended 
his first Roanoke Chapter meeting, but it 
seemed to me that he might be the one to 
head the station restoration project. In the 
meantime Skip Salmon and his “Friends of 
the Virginian” group had joined our forces. 

And now after 11 years of false starts,vain 
efforts, redundant procedures, excessive cor-
respondence and just plain determination, 
construction is beginning on Phase I of the 
Virginian Station. 

In replying to Laura Blake, postmistress 
of Kincade, West Virginia, back in the first 
half of the last century, the late H. Read 
answers her question regarding the demise 

fired, too. The sessions always took place at 
night. By the way, Mr. McPherson had a lotta 
seniority and was a hogger for the N&W’s 
hottest time freights. He saw something 
special in Mr. Fergurson and wanted to teach 
him the skill even if Mr. Fergurson could 
never apply that skill in actual train service. 
He did get to hostle the engines that Mr. 
McPherson was assigned before and after 
runs and he was impressed by how quickly 
Mr.Fergurson caught on. Mr. Fergurson 
always kept a dirty rag in his lap so if an 
official or regular employee hopped in the 
locomotive cab, they would assume he was 
carrying out his servicing duties. The only 
other people who were aware of these train-
ing session were the wives. Mr. Fergurson 
noted that on several occasions, he was able 
to bring in from one end of the yard to the 
other entire trains and the feeling he felt 
just could not be put into words. He was 
forever grateful for Calvin’s courageousness, 
commitment, and encouragement.

Mr. Fergurson came to Danville to join 
his brother in a bricklaying business. 
Bricklaying was a side job he did while living 
in Williamson. He had one daughter and his 
wife preceded him in death by ten years.

The Creator called him home in 1987.

Board Meeting Summary - 
February 7, 2012

Board Members attending:  Jeff Sanders, 
Eddie Mooneyham, Skip Salmon, Jim Cosby, 
Landon Gregory, Bill Mason, Gary Gray, Ken 
Miller.  Also attending:  Walt Alexander, 
Harold Hunley and Percy Wilkins

Walt Alexander reported 147 have 
renewed as of this date.

Jim Cosby presented the 2012 Chapter 
Financial Budget, which was adopted.

A proposal to study the sale of our rubber 
tire crane and use the proceeds to purchase 
a 40’ container to store equipment was 

passed.
Work is progressing on the VMT’s CW Ry 

662 (wiring) and we are getting an estimate 
to paint it. Replacement glass, plus installa-
tion for the 662 was approved. An applica-
tion will be made to NRHS for a grant for 
painting costs. Bill Mason is working on 
locating air brake equipment parts for our 
diesels.

We will give train rides this Saturday, Feb. 
11 at VMT for “Train Lover’s Day”.

The Board authorized the continuation of 
the lease of Chapter equipment, as well as 
pursuing the sale of the Chapter’s No. 1148 
dormitory/diner.

A meeting with NS concerning the pos-
sible operation of the Roanoke Belt Line was 
reported. NS is studying our proposal.

Virginian Station: A construction sign and 
other signage for the Virginian Station was 
discussed. The contract with G&H has been 
signed. Our Counsel Will Dibling will com-
plete our part this week.

Groundbreaking Ceremony is tentatively 
set for March 7, 2012. Parking lot extension 
discussions continue. Jim has talked to Sun 
Trust about a $200,000 construction loan to 
enable us to stay ahead of needed refunding 
of grant monies.

Tax Penalties:  Jim reported that our 
Chapter will most likely be exempted from 
these after all the information is reviewed. 
#511 dome damage payments for the glass 
breakage have been satisfied.

Jim Cosby suggested that we have our trip 
committee start meeting soon to plan the 
fall trips. Percy Wilkins suggested that we 
consider a Spring trip/outing for Chapter 
members only.  No action was taken. 
Meeting adjourned.

Local News
Condolences to Karl Oehring on the 

recent death of his mother.
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Fond Memories - The Series 
Remembering Mr. W. O. Fergurson

By Mr. Robin R. Shavers

As I have noted before within the pages 
of The Turntable Times, as a young kid 

growing up in my hometown of Danville, 
VA, the attending of church on a regular 
basis was as important as the attendance 
of school. I attended the church that my 
dad attended when he was a lad, which 
was located out in the country at that time 
period and it was about a 25 minute drive 
from home direct. For as long as I can 
remember, my dad had a thing for taking a 
number of folks to church in the morning. 
They returned home via other means. Of all 
the people who received rides, and granted 
there were not a lot, the one that meant 
the most to me was a gentleman by the 
name of William Oliver Fergurson. The best 
way to describe him is as follows. He was 
Danville’s answer to actor Morgan Freeman, 
a soft spoken easy going fellow who always 
addressed me as “Robin my boy.” I don’t 
even remember how long Mr. Fergurson had 
been riding with us before he uttered the 
following words during a conversation with 
my dad - “When I worked for the railroad.” 
Upon hearing those words, I nearly fell out 
of the back seat and my dad thought I had 
almost fallen out of the car. Age wise I was 
in my lower teens. During his earlier years 
Mr. Fergurson was employed as a laborer 
for The Road of Precision Transportation, 
the Norfolk and Western Railway over in 
Williamson, West Virginia. Now granted 
most railfans don’t even give these positions 
a second thought, but back in Mr. William’s 
time as a young man, any job on the railroad 
placed you on a higher plane in your com-
munity. The pay was good, work was steady, 
and retirement benefits surpassed Uncle 
Sam’s.

Mr. Fergurson was proud of his position 
and employer. He marveled at the fact that 
the N&W designed and manufactured its 
own steam locomotives that were consid-
ered to be some of if not the best America 
had to offer. He was proud of his position 
servicing the mighty machines because as 
he noted, as efficient as the 600’s, 1200’s, 
and 2100’s were, they required human 
attention to maintain them. Mr. Fergurson 
often noted that it did his spirit good to see 
and hear a locomotive he had just serviced 
get down to the business of movin’ the ton-
nage outta town.

One Sunday morning on our way to 
church Mr. Fergurson disclosed to me and 
my dad a secret he had kept from N&W 
management and his coworkers, too. Mr. 
Fergurson, like most young boys of his era, 
dreamed and romanced about being a loco-
motive engineer. Being an African American 
this really was an impossible dream. Enter 
Mr. Calvin “Wildcat” McPherson. I asked Mr. 
Fergurson why Calvin was called Wildcat 
and he replied that the man had a talent for 
mimicking the sounds of the bobcat. I then 
asked why he did that and Mr. Fergurson 
replied “Robin my boy, in West Virginia 
that’s just the way it was.” Like Opie from 
Mayberry, I had to study on that one.

According to Mr. Fergurson, Mr. 
McPherson was quite a character. He could 
be your best friend or a deadly foe. Mr. 
McPherson was not shy about his desire to 
be an engineer and Mr. McPherson was no 
exception. He know that could not happen 
so he offered Mr. Fergurson secret loco-
motive operation sessions. Mr. Fergurson 
accepted the offer with some serious reser-
vation, too. It was a risky thing to execute. 
A white man teaching a black person a 
skilled trade could get him reprimanded or 
even fired. He might even get tarred and 
feathered. Mr. Fergurson could have been 

2

of the railway by simply stating in his 1961 
book THE VIRGINIAN RAILWAY that “we will 
always have the Virginian.” I think H. was 
right.

Membership Report
by Walter Alexander, Membership Chairman

During the past few months, Chad Jordan, 
Keegan Arnold, Jeff Shelton, and Phyllis 

Smith have joined Roanoke Chapter. We wel-
come them all.

From time to time, the Chapter has infor-
mation to be distributed on short notice. 
This is done via email. If you have an email 
address but have not been receiving these 
notices, please send your email address to 
Membership Chairman Walter Alexander. 
Is your membership information current? 
Please let Walter know as soon as possible 
about address, phone number or email 
address changes by contacting him via 
e-mail (Terrapin66@cox.net) or phone (540-
345-5826). In March we plan to distribute 
Chapter 2012 Membership Cards and then 
prepare a 2012 Roster. 

Kindly submit your membership renewal 
at your earliest convenience. By the end 
of January we had received back, with 
payments, about 75 percent of the 2012 
membership renewal forms sent out in late 
October. Donations to the chapter can be 
included with renewals. Literature sent out 
with the renewal forms also explains how to 
make donations to NRHS national. Thanks 
to all who have renewed. Please don’t 
delay, renew today if you have not. NRHS 
national will soon be sending out second 
notices to those who have not renewed. If 
you fail to renew by mid-March, you may 
be dropped from membership and distribu-
tion of Chapter newsletters and bulletins 
from national. If you have any question 
about your membership expiration date, 
it is shown on the mailing label of your 

Turntable Times newsletter. However, if 
you receive the newsletter via email only, 
contact Walter via email and he can tell you 
when your dues expire. Also, if you would 
like to receive the color edition of the news-
letter via email, send your request to Walter.

The Timetable
Virginian Station - Construction began 

February 22! Wednesday, March 7, was the 
official public ground breaking. . 

As a reminder, the Virginian station is a 
construction zone and no one is allowed 
on the property except authorized person-
nel. Chapter President Jeff Sanders reminds 
everyone to refer questions to Virginian 
Station Committee Chairman Jim Cosby, 
phone 989-3198. To avoid confusion he is 
the only person authorized to provide infor-
mation to the media. 

BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER - At 6 PM, March 
28, the Blue Ridge Chapter NRHS in 
Lynchburg features a program at Charley’s 
Restaurant by Aubrey Wiley - Restoring a 
Virginian Motor Car. The annual Lynchburg 
Rail Day will be August 11. On August 25 
there will be an excursion using the regular 
Amtrak Regional train from Lynchburg to 
Manassas and return, to the 2nd Battle of 
Manassas Festival. You can use the Smart 
Way Connector from the Roanoke and New 
River Valleys to get to Amtrak at Lynchburg 
every day for $4. Roundtrip Amtrak fare 
should be $44 if you book well in advance. 
See www.BlueRidgeNRHS.org and www.
SmartWayBus.com .

O. WINSTON LINK MUSEUM - The exhibit 
“Requiem for Steam, Photography of David 
Plowden” continues to May 7. As a reminder, 
Roanoke Chapter members enjoy free admis-
sion to the museum and 10% off in the gift 
shop. Just show your Roanoke Chapter NRHS 
membership card. The museum will have 
a “Train Day” on Saturday, June 2, in con-
junction with the 30th anniversary of the 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

April 6, 2012. Please send articles, information and exchange news-
letters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, VA, 
24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter via 
email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@verizon.
net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr@cox.net and Ken Miller at klmiller@
rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
 After 11 years, groundbreaking at the Virginian station! From 

top left: Chairman Jim Cosby and Chapter President Jeff Sanders, 
former VGN Engineer Raymond East checks out the authentic-
ity of a VGN No. 2 scoop. Skip Salmon recognizes VGN veterans 
who "Caught the westbound" prior to the station construction 
beginning. Row two: Board member and former VGN man Landon 
Gregory speaks to the crowd. The group that will shovel some of 
the dirt. Row 3: Some of the folks who came out, and the original 
Virginian shovels used for the ceremony. Landon Gregory photos.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its next regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, April 
19, 2012. The meeting will be held in the auditorium at the O. 
Winston Link Museum at 7:30 pm. Please be sure to enter at the 
west end of the building on the track level.

Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our May meeting well be held Thursday May 16 at 7:30 pm. 
June's monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, June 20.

Meeting Notice
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creation of Norfolk Southern. Look at www.
LinkMuseum.org for more info. 

VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
- March 24 is Model Train Day. Coming on 
May 12, 2012, is the Roanoke Rail Festival. 
As the date approaches check out their web-
site, www.vmt.org , for more information.

C&O RAILWAY HERITAGE CENTER - May 
5 is the C&O Railway Heritage Festival in 
Clifton Forge. Info at www.cohs.org

CASS SCENIC RAILROAD - May 18, 19 
and 20 feature the Cass (West Virginia) 
railfan weekend. Included are freight/log-
ging/passenger trains and multiple runbys. 
Sponsored by the Mountain State Railroad 
and Logging Association, call 1-800-225-5982 
for more information.

NRHS CONVENTION - The national 
convention (June 18-24) is in Iowa, and 
the September 2013 convention will be in 
Alaska. More information at www.NRHS.com 

N&W HISTORICAL SOCIETY - The 
N&WHS’s annual convention will be in 
Lynchburg this year, June 21 to June 24. 
More information at www.NWHS.org .

NRHS RAILCAMP - There are two Teen 
RailCamps this year - July 8 to 13 in 
Scranton, PA, and July 29 to August 4 in 
Tacoma and Seattle, WA. The camps are for 
high school age boys and girls. Check out 
www.NRHS.com for more info or contact 
Carl Jensen. Financial aid may be available.

AAPRCO CONVENTION SPECIAL - The 
American Association of Private Railroad 
Car Owners special train is scheduled to 
stop overnight in Roanoke on September 
30, departing 1 PM on October 1 for 
Washington, DC, via Front Royal.

Steam Engines and Stack Music
by Joe Fagan

According to Mr. GOOGLE, in two years 
we can celebrate the two hundredth 

anniversary of the invention of the steam 
railroad engine. Mr. George Stephenson 

invented and built the first locomotive 
named “BULCHER” and first ran it on the 
Cillingwood RR on July 25, 1814. The track 
was 480 feet long. The engine pulled eight 
cars of coal weighing 30 tons up hill at four 
miles per hour. There have been loyal rail 
fans ever since.

Some of the engineers would put on a 
show for their audience. Three men really 
stood out who ran on the Radford Division’s 
Bristol line.

Back when the Norfolk and Western 
Railway still ran steam, around 1950, Mr. J. 
P. Davidson was the engineman on No. 17, 
the Birmingham Special, that left Roanoke 
at 9:15 PM. On nice summer nights he had 
a fair sized gallery of fans waiting on the 
Hotel Roanoke lawn to hear him leave town. 
He could really make those “J” engines bark 
and the whistle sounded like a riverboat 
echoing around the bend. The gallery would 
hang around until the train was out of hear-
ing, just standing wistfully silent. (Ain’t that 
poetic?)

Time freight No. 95 ran daily and passed 
Abingdon, Va, around 8:00 PM. After it made 
the setoff in Glade Spring, there would still 
be 50 or 60 cars in the train. The engine was 
always a “Y” 2100 engine and Mr. Arthur 
Flelshman was one of the enginemen in the 
assignment. When he was on the engine 
you could hear him blowing road crossings 
for miles on both sides of town. When the 
engine passed the station it would be going 
full tilt steaming and clanking, as the “Y” 
was prone to do. Uncle Walt Buchanan was 
the bank president of the Abingdon bank 
and he usually was pretty late leaving in 
the evening and he always came down to 
the depot to watch No. 95 pass. He was the 
happiest man in town just standing there 
watching and listening. He said he missed 
his calling and regretted not being a railroad 
engineer.
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The railroad used the little “M” engines 
on the Abingdon Branch. The timber bridges 
were too flimsy and curves were too short to 
handle anything larger. Mr. Joe McNew was 
the engineman. That man could get more out 
of those little old Mollies than anyone else. 
After a long day working the VC and hardly 
a curve on the high rails between him and 
Bristol, leaving Abingdon he was like a horse 
heading for the barn. On one occasion he out 
ran No. 45, the “Tennessean,” from Abingdon 
to Bristol, picking up five minutes on the pas-
senger train’s schedule, and No. 45 had a “J” 
engine on the job. When he passed Wallace he 
had the old Mollie wide open and rattling like 
an antique thrashing machine. Joe McNew on 
engine 382 was just as exciting as Casey Jones 
on his engine No. 382.

73 y’all

AT LAST! March 7, 2012


