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Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

Nov. 1 - Board Meeting
Nov. 5-6 - Amtrak Excursions
Nov. 17 - Annual Meeting
Dec. 6 - Board Meeting
Dec. 15 - Holiday Gathering, 6 PM, 

Calvary Baptist Church
Jan. 3 - Board Meeting
Jan. 19 - Chapter Meeting
Feb. 7 - Board Meeting
Feb. 16 - Chapter Meeting
March 6 - Board Meeting
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Skip Salmon Photo
On September 11, 2011, Skip and Judi 

Salmon raised the flag at our Virginian Station 
project, in memory of those who lost their 
lives 10 years prior.



editors:
Jim Overholser
jgoverholser@verizon.net

Dorr Tucker
joandorr2@verizon.net

mixed Freight 
Robin R. Shavers
robin.shavers@gmail.com

historian 
Kenneth L. Miller
klmiller@rev.net

All materials should be 
sent directly to the Editors 
at their email address listed 
with their names.

Volume 43, Number 5
July-Aug.-Sept. 2011

Turntable Times is published 
bimonthly as the newsletter of 
the Roanoke Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society, Inc. 
Opinions and points of view 
expressed herein are those of the 
staff members of the Turntable 
Times and not necessarily reflect 
those of the members, officers or 
directors of the Chapter.

Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

November 11, 2011. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@veri-
zon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Skip Salmon provided both photos of the Chapter's operable 

motive power in action this month. At top the freshly painted 
GP30 522 is second in the consist crossing the bridge at Troutville, 
Virginia on October 23 on a Norfolk Southern photo special. On the 
bottom, Alco T6 No. 41, painted in May, is crossing Blue Ridge on 
October 7, headed for the Appomattox Railroad Festival. This has 
to be first operating Alco power over Blue Ridge in many years.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its Annual meeting on Thursday, November 17, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

This will be our last regular meeting of 2011, and the election of 
directors for 2012, please be sure to attend.

Be sure to plan to attend our annual Holiday Gathering on the 
regular meeting night of December 15, 6PM at Calvary Baptist 
Church as in past years. All are welcome!

Meeting Notice
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VGN Day at VMT
by Skip Salmon

On September 24 at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation, we had a great turn-

out for "Virginian Railway Day".  The fol-
lowing former Virginian Railway Brethren 
attended and answered the many questions 
visitors posed to them:  Landon Gregory 
(VGN Operator), Raymond East (VGN 
Engineer) Wis Sowder (VGN Clerk), Russell 
McDaniel (VGN Master Mechanic), Greely 
Wyatt (VGN Electric Foreman), Gordon 
Glenn (VGN Engineer), Frank Breedlove 
(VGN Conductor) Dewey Houch, (VGN sur-
veyor) and Glen McLain (VGN Chief Clerk). 
Jeff Sanders and Skip Salmon assisted them 
with this by providing many photos.  Our 
"Virginian-Roanoke's Other Railway" Room 
at VMT, sponsored by the Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS,  bustled with visitors all day observ-
ing the artifacts and VGN photos.  At left 
is a photo I took of Raymond East standing 
in front of the VGN SA 0-8-0 No. 4, the last 
Virginian Railway Steam locomotive left. 
He fired this precious artifact in Suffolk, VA 
while working the peanut plants there.

Skip Salmon Photos
The 614 is undergoing transformation in the typically rainy weather we've had all the late 

summer at Clifton Forge.
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 17, 2011. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

The nominees are as follows (* indicates 
incumbent):

Jim Cosby*
Gary Gray

Harold Hunley
Carl Jensen*
Skip Salmon*
Jeff Sanders*
Dorr Tucker
Percy Wikins

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are five 
(5) positions to be voted on. Please consider 
putting your name in nomination. Within 
the last few years the Chapter's responsibili-
ties have greatly increased, what with the 
Virginian Station project, our excursions, 
and the Chapter's equipment. Please consid-
er helping out. You may contact a member 
of the nominating committee - Paul Howell, 
chairman or Willard Hamill.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-

ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than five (5) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Fall Excursion Trains
By Dorr Tucker and Jim Overholser

Roanoke Chapter to operate trips to 
Abingdon/Bristol and Bluefield. Our 

Chapter announces two unique round 
trip train excursions for the first weekend 
in November. For the first time in over 
15 years the trip scheduled for Saturday, 
November 5, will run from Roanoke to 
Abingdon, where passengers will have over 
three hours to see a variety of pre civil war 
historical attractions such as the “Barter 
Theater” and the “Martha Washington 
Inn”. To add to the excitement the newly 
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T-shirt vendor. Bill Arnold is contacting 
VMT, OWL and N&WHS for trip souvenir 
sales. Eddie Mooneyham is working on a 
contract for equipment window cleaning, 
water, and sewage dumping. Since no one 
will be allowed off the train in Bristol on 
the Saturday trip, the chapter has arranged 
for box lunches, including a chicken crois-
sant sandwich and drink, be offered to pas-
sengers and crew for $10. Crew members 
who want one can pay at the trip training 
sessions, October 2 at 2 PM, and October 
15 at 10 AM. You may bring your own food 
or buy the box lunch, but you should plan 
to eat on the train Saturday. We also plan 
to sell tickets for the Abingdon-Bristol 
round trip, so the crew will need to remain 
onboard. Wanda Troutman and Eric Crane 
are in charge of first class. Bonnie Molinary 
is in charge of snack and drink sales. Eddie 
Mooneyham is the mechanical chairman. 
Dorr Tucker is in charge of supplies. Jim 
Overholser and Paul Howell are Safety chair-
man and assistant chairman. Jeff Sanders is 
the Trip chairman. 

Newsletter Delays
by Ken Miller

So where has Turntable TImes been all this 
time?

Well, it is complicated, like most every-
thing these days. Jim Overholser and Dorr 
Tucker were both out of town for some time 
in the summer, so it was a bit late getting 
to me to do the final assembly. As might 
have been reported elsewhere, this was a 
very busy summer, my work was overly 
busy (which is a good thing) and I also had 
freelance projects to letter the C&O 614 at 
Clifton Forge, Buffalo Creek and Gauley No. 
14 at Gaithersburg, Maryland and our own 
GP30 No. 522. These other jobs had to be 
fitted in around work, home and family, so 
something had to give, and it was, among 

others, the newsletter and most Chapter 
meetings. I apologize, but this job is open 
to anyone who wants to take it on, you can 
start as soon as the next issue!

Lettering the 522
by Ken Miller

In the awful rainy and cool weather that 
plagued us in the area over September and 

early October, it is a wonder that anything 
got done outside. Chris McBride was due to 
repaint our 522, originally planned to be for 
a night photo session in late September with 
2 other GP30s as part of NS's celebration of 
its 30th anniversary in 2012. Chris also had 
commitments made prior to 522 of repaint-
ing both C&O 614 and BC&G No. 14. But the 
weather was horrible for painting and letter-
ing in September and October. I made the 
trip to Gaithersburg, MD to letter the BC&G 
14's tank on September 17-18, but rain and 
cold had prevented the painting until the 
evening of the 17th, with the cool night, the 
paint was not nearly cured enough to apply 
stencils.

Finally, got that job done two weeks later, 
and the weather was still bad. Chris finally 
finished painting the 522 about October 
11, I was planning to do the lettering the 
following Saturday, the 15th. However, 
work had another plan for me, not to men-
tion that Fast Signs had failed to put the 
stencils where I could pick them up after 
hours on Friday night. I went in to work at 
8:45 am Saturday and finally left at 5:30 am 
on Sunday, slept 2.5 hours and was back 
up. Richard Shell had gone Saturday and 
retrieved the stencils and brought them to 
me, so on Sunday afternoon, we applied and 
painted until almost dark, then it was a call 
back to work! I came back on Monday, fin-
ished all but some details for Tuesday. It was 
done just in time for 522 to head downtown 
for its photo shoot the following Friday.



rolling stock were for? Just about all the 
station tracks along the line were one-way 
affairs. If for instance a West bound train 
had to place a car on a station track with the 
switch on the East end of the stub track, the 
engine, coupled to the car, would pick up 
speed prior to passing the switch. The brake-
man would uncouple the car, the engine 
would get ahead of the car and after the 
engine cleared the switch another brakeman 
would throw the switch to direct the car into 
the stub track. Now comes the reason for 
the little dimple plates, The crew that has 
to pick up the car for a West bound move-
ment is going to have a problem. How are 
they going to pick it up and have it behind 
the engine? That is where the dimples come 
into play. All engines had a hardwood pole 
carried on the tender to solve that problem. 
Look under the tank and there will be two 
hooks where it was carried. With the engine 
on the adjacent track the brakeman put 
one end of the pole at the back end of the 
tender and the other end to the corner of 
the car. With the pole in place the engine 
should give the car enough push to drift 
it out of the switch so the engine could 
couple to it behind the tank. Occasionally 
the engineer would hit the pole a little too 
hard and maybe the pole was damaged and 
it would splinter and the brakeman was the 
loser. The labor unions and company safety 
departments agreed to stop the practice. The 
poles are visible in some of Mr. O. Winston 
Link’s pictures. 73

Chapter Picnic 
 By Jeff Sanders

Chapter members enjoyed a visit the 
C&O Historical Society’s “C&O Heritage 

Center” in Clifton Forge on Saturday after-
noon, September 17, 2011. We visited from 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm.

There were over 25 members and friends 

at the picnic and a wonderful time was had 
by all.

Recent Board Meetings 
Summary

By Jeff Sanders

This is a summary of board and trip com-
mittee activities during July and August.

As always, a copy of financial, Belt Line, 
and Virginian Station records/minutes is 
available to any member upon request. Our 
IRS forms are up to date. Present member-
ship is 157. Members are welcome to attend 
Board meetings, normally the first Tuesday 
each month in VMT’s conference room.

Coaches 537 and 512 are in service at the 
North Carolina Transportation Museum 
after repairs to the 537. Preparations are 
underway for the Shaffer’s Crossing Open 
House on Labor Day. The Chapter Steam 
Crew has been working on replacing pilot 
timbers and coupler, etc on No.  6 at VMT. 
Work continues on the 662 and 1118.

Planning work continues on the Virginian 
Station. Our RFP is ready, reviewed and 
approved by Roanoke City. The board 
voted authorization to send them out. Jim 
Cosby announced a bid opening at 2 PM on 
September 15. The parking plan for the sta-
tion is now complete. Jim has handled reg-
istration for our 501 (C) (3) status for contri-
butions to the Virginian Station Project with 
the Virginia Consumer Affairs Division.

Planning for the fall excursions, 
November 5 and 6, continues. See else-
where for the planned excursion con-
sist. The trip flyer has been mailed and 
emailed. Other promotions have started. 
Ticket sales are underway, with Bristol 
first class off to a good start. Jim and Noel 
Cosby, with assistance from Dorr Tucker in 
August, are handling ticket sales. About 30 
radios will be available for the trips. Skip 
Salmon will work out sales again with the 

opened Southwest Virginia Artisan Gateway 
“Heartwood” will complement the tra-
ditional attractions in this historic town 
where many dining options will be available. 
Passengers will also have the opportunity 
to stay on the train to nearby Bristol where 
seats will be turned for the return trip. 
Always among the most popular routes, 
the Bluefield trip is scheduled to run out of 
Roanoke on Sunday, November 6. The train 
will head up to the “Eastern Continental 
Divide” before following the scenic New 
River for 38 isolated miles into the Narrows 
before reaching the West Virginia State Line. 
Another steep grade will take the train to 
“nature’s air- conditioned city”, Bluefield, 
where passengers will be within a short 
walking distance of several restaurants 
and outdoor vendors. The Mercer County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau has many 
special activities planned for the train’s pas-
sengers.

The Abingdon (Bristol) trip will depart 
Roanoke at 8:00 AM EDT, arrive Abingdon 
at 11:45 AM, leave Abingdon at 3:15 PM, 
and return to Roanoke about 7:00 PM EDT. 
Special activities have been planned by the 
Abingdon Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
In addition to many dining options in 
Abingdon, a box lunch is available for pur-
chase in advance by passengers and is highly 
recommended for those choosing to remain 
on the train to Bristol since they will not be 
able to get off the train. The Bluefield trip 
will depart Roanoke at 8:00 AM EST (NOTE 
TIME CHANGE), arrive Bluefield at 11:30 
AM, leave Bluefield at 2:00 PM, and return 
to Roanoke by 6:00 PM EST.

We should have 2 or 3 Amtrak Genesis 
units, 9 Amfleet I coaches, 1 Amfleet Cafe 
Car for snacks and beverages, a similar car 
for souvenirs, ex “Powhatan Arrow” coach 
No. 539, 2 short dome /lounge cars, 2 long 
domes, and 1 full lounge car.

The Chapter will have complementary 
musical entertainment aboard by Richard 
Kiser. We will sell light snacks and bever-
ages. Skip Salmon will sell T-shirts with the 
N&W HS, VMT, and the Link folks selling 
many other souvenir items. Cost of either 
trip is $150 for adults and $95 for children 
in coach. Dome Class is $275 and Lounge 
Class is $215. Groups of ten or more qualify 
for a 10% discount. Tickets for any class are 
available from Roanoke Chapter by calling 
(540) 774-0611 or see www.RoanokeNRHS.
org Coach Class tickets are available from 
our partners: O. Winston Link Museum 
– 540-982-5465 Virginia Museum of 
Transportation – 540-342-5670 Norfolk and 
Western Historical Society – Internet only 
www.nwhs.org 

We started ticket sales the second week 
of August and have had a rush on dome 
and lounge seats to Bristol. However, at this 
point few coach seats have been sold. We 
need the help from all members to push 
ticket sales. We plan to implement an adver-
tising program that will reach out to many 
points within 150 miles of Roanoke. But 
remember you, the loyal Chapter member, 
are the best advertising tool . Your interest 
and enthusiasm along with your ability to 
reach out to the public is our best advertis-
ing resource. These trips are our primary 
fund raising for Chapter activities including 
equipment maintenance and the Virginian 
Station project. 

In Giles County our friend, John Kinney, 
has created a lot of interest with an article 
in the Virginian Leader. Thanks, John for 
your help in a rural, small town area of 
Southwest Virginia. We may not write for 
a paper but we can make personal contacts 
with friends and business associates. 
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Volunteers Needed 

We still need members to sign up to 
work on the trains, especially for coach 

hosts and in first class. 
We have quite a few experienced long 

term members who for one reason or anoth-
er can’t or don’t attend Chapter meetings on 
a regular basis. We certainly hope that you 
will consider signing up to work on one or 
both trips in November. We also would like 
to reach out to newer members who may be 
reluctant to sign up. Please do so as many 
hands make light work. We will have two 
required training sessions at 9th Street, each 
lasting about two hours, on Sunday, October 
2nd at 2 PM and on Saturday, October 15th 
at 10 AM. You need attend only one session, 
and if you have a conflict, please contact 
Jeff Sanders or Jim Overholser for a make-
up session. To sign up to work the trips see 
Jim at the September Chapter meeting on 
the 15th or email jgoverholser@verizon.net 
or call Jim at (540) 343-1928. You may also 
contact Jeff Sanders at the meeting, email 
nsyardconductdor@yahoo.com or call (540) 
520-3668. 

Our Neighbor’s Trains 

As usual, the C. P. Huntington Railroad 
Historical Society is operating the New 

River Trains on four separate dates this 
October between Huntington and Hinton, 
WV, on the old C&O. As of late August, all 
the first class service as well as all coach 
space on the 15th and 23rd are completely 
sold out. For any remaining coach seats left 
for the 16th or 23 call (866) 639-7487 or log 
on www.NewRiverTrain.com For rail ser-
vice on the upper New River on November 
6 see: www.RoanokeNRHS.org or call (540) 
774-0611. Our friends at the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer and 
the Watauga Valley Chapter of the NRHS in 
Johnson City, TN, will operate two excur-

sions this year out of Spencer, NC, on 
October 29th & 30th . The Saturday trip will 
come to Roanoke arriving about 12:00 noon 
and departing @ 2:45 pm. The Sunday trip 
will operate over the main line of the former 
Southern Railway south to Toccoa, Georgia, 
with stops in Spartansburg, SC, each way. 
For tickets contact the NC Transportation 
Museum @ (704) 636-2889 or log on to 
www.nctrans.org

Local News
Concerns And Condolences
Chapter member Rev. A Benjamin 

Chidester, Jr. passed away recently. Our 
condolences to his family. Bernie Troutman 
is doing pretty fair. He is eating well, and 
his therapy is going fairly good. He is at 
Richfield in Salem, and would love to have 
visitors and cards.       

New Track Plan For Randolph Street 
Interlocking 

Norfolk Southern is planning to rebuild 
what was the old Randolph Street interlock-
ing plant (Roanoke Passenger Station) in 
2012. Plans call for the demolition of now 
out of service Randolph Street tower to 
accommodate a new track that will facilitate 
a direct entrance into East End Locomotive 
Shop.

Other changes include the re-alignment of 
old station track No. 4 among other tracks in 
the downtown Roanoke Terminal area. New 
switches will provide a more gradual move-
ment from track to track reducing chances 
for derailment and will increase speed for 
trains to and from the north. We understand 
that a platform for passenger trains will be 
provided along with a new house track that 
will extend from Commerce (2nd) Street to a 
stub end at Jefferson Street. 

New Bus Connection To Amtrak 
The new Smart Way Connector Bus to 

Lynchburg has been in operation for over a 
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after photo subject for railfans. A question I 
am often asked by newcomers at trackside 
is the possibility of catching the northbound 
and southbound Juice Trains passing each 
other. It happens more than you might 
think within the Richmond area usually 
anywhere between Doswell to the north and 
Petersburg to the south. There is a draw-
back so to speak. The southbound Juice No.  
Q741 always has single layer container traf-
fic on the headend and this traffic increases 
towards the end of the week. If you are 
lucky enough to catch Q740 and Q741 pass-
ing each other, it will appear is if you have a 
Juice Train passing an intermodal train.

Last time, I presented an updated report 
on the High Bridge Railroad Club located 
in Farmville. I failed to mention something 
that is important. Our club is backed and 
endorsed by Farmville town officials. Our 
“rent” is having an open house to the public 
during the HEART OF VIRGINIA FESTIVAL in 
May and during three weekends during the 
holiday season between early December and 
New Years. The town also takes care of our 
utilities. Let me explain the reason for the 
generosity. The Norfolk & Western Railway 
made the town of Farmville, Va possible. 
Those of you who know your N&W history 
know that Farmville founders persuaded 
N&W officials to build a line thru the settle-
ment by raising the necessary capital for the 
project. Ironically, the line thru Farmville 
was considered as the main line and the 
line to the south as the Farmville Belt Line. 
When Norfolk Southern finally decided to 
pull up the track thru Farmville about 7 
years ago, the town wanted a railroad con-
nection to remain out of respect to the 
town’s railroad heritage and that railroad 
connection is the High Bridge Railroad Club. 
Our H.O. layout is very N&W influenced. I 
extend an invitation to you all to visit us on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. til about 

9:00 p.m. in the basement of The Farmville 
Theatrical facility located at Fourth and 
Main in downtown Farmville. Join us for our 
monthly dinner/business meetings the first 
Tuesday of the month at Merk’s Restaurant 
located just west of downtown Farmville on 
West Third Street about 2 miles west of the 
former N&W depot. Members and guests 
assemble there at 6:00 p.m.

Amtrak’s Piedmont Trains

In 2010 Amtrak and the State of North 
Carolina began additional, mid-day 

roundtrip PIEDMONT train service between 
Raleigh and Charlotte. The PIEDMONT 
trains (two train sets) are of special inter-
est because they operate with refurbished 
passenger cars from the 1950’s, not the 
usual Amfleet cars seen in the east and 
south. Including the CAROLINIAN, there are 
three daily roundtrips between Raleigh and 
Charlotte.

A good one day excursion would be to 
ride number 73 between Greensboro and 
Charlotte in the morning on one train set, 
visit downtown Charlotte for several hours 
(including riding the Lynx light rail system), 
and return to Greensboro in the evening 
on number 76 using the other train set. 
Regular coach roundtrip fare is $35 before 
any discounts, such as AAA or Senior fares. 
See www.LynxCharlotte.com for more LYNX 
information and www.Amtrak.com for 
PIEDMONT train information.

What are those funny looking 
dimples for?

By Joe Fagan

This article is more or less directed toward 
the young dudes in the chapter and 

maybe some of the guys who aren’t old time 
railroaders from the steam days. Did you 
ever wonder what those little concave sock-
ets on the corners of all of the older freight 
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month and reports are that the bus, like the 
Regional Amtrak train from Lynchburg to the 
Northeast, is doing very well with ridership 
over twice what was expected. Fare is $4 
(exact) and no reservations are required. The 
bus leaves from the Roanoke Civic Center 
(free parking) daily at 550 AM with a stop in 
Bedford. Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays the 
bus originates in Blacksburg. In the evening 
the bus connects with the Regional train 
into Lynchburg and returns to Roanoke. For 
more see www.smartwaybus.com 

New Ethanol Terminal At Furnace 
Crossing 

Look for this new facility to be placed 
between the Waste Transfer Station and 
Freight Car America. 

Appomattox Railroad Days
Again this year the Chapter participated 

in the Appomattox Railroad Festival on 
Saturday and Sunday, October 8 and 9. Plans 
are for Chapter equipment (more than last 
year) to travel to Appomattox for display. 

21st Century Steam

NS Launches 21st Century Steam on 
Labor Day Weekend Steam returned 

to Norfolk Southern rails this Labor Day 
weekend as the Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum and NS launched a limited sched-
ule of steam passenger excursions in and 
around Chattanooga during RAILFEST. 
TVRM’s recently restored, ex-Southern 
Railway 2-8-0 steam locomotive No. 630 was 
used during the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion of TVRM. Other trips with the 630 are 
planned for Saturdays this fall - see www.
tvrail.com or www.21stcenturysteam.com for 
more information. We applaud TVRM and 
NS for this introduction of “21st Century 
Steam” and look forward to other operations 
in the Chattanooga area and elsewhere.

Are excursion passengers riding 
for the rail experience or for the 
scenery and destination? 

By Dorr Tucker

Most of our passengers who will be buy-
ing tickets for our Fall excursions will 

be on the train for the “rail” experience. 
Many will be railfans who want to ride the 
rails to the end of the line (and beyond if 
they could).  In many cases they are oblivi-
ous to amenities such as those being offered 
in Abingdon and Bluefield. Others remem-
ber being on the train for sentimental rea-
sons. Perhaps they met their future spouse 
en-route to Radford, Emory or Bristol. Or if 
a little younger they remember “Uncle Joe” 
who lived in Pearisburg or going to grand-
mother’s house in Rural Retreat. Some will 
remember shiny black steam locomotives 
pulling either “red” or “silver” cars or even 
“blue” trains that often had a car with a 
glass roof “dome”. 

Yes it will be a trip down memory lane for 
many riders. However, we anticipate a new 
group of passengers, often younger ( but 
not always), who will be riding our trains 
as a means rather than an end. These folks 
are often attracted by the scenic “Mountain 
Vistas” of Southwest Virginia plus the histor-
ical amenities of one of the most interesting 
towns in the State or the old time “capital” 
of the Pocahontas Coal Fields. These rid-
ers may have heard good things about the 
new Amtrak train linking Washington and 
Lynchburg and want to find out what train 
riding is all about. 

Like in music there are “crossover” riders 
who combine the background and interest 
from all of the above.  Regardless of the 
prospective riders backgrounds we need 
to reach out to all who have an interest in 
our scenic and historic area. We hope that 
all members will, to the best of their abil-

ity, do their best to advertise and sell these 
trips, and possibly work on the trains. We 
have something that no one else can offer. 
And remember, these trips are the primary 
means we raise money for activities such as 
preservation and operation of equipment 
and preserving the Virginian Station.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin Shavers

This year of 2011 marks the 40th year of 
existence for Amtrak as most railfans are 

aware of and ceremonies and other activities 
to commemorate this milestone occurred 
in abundance on or near May 1st. 2011 
marks milestones for other railroad related 
accomplishments too and I will bring these 
to your attention right now. It has been 30 
years since Conrail, under the direction of 
then CEO L. Stanley Crane back in 1981, 
removed the then number 2 track between 
Altoona and Johnstown, Pennsylvania. He 
felt the railroad could operate fluidly with 
three tracks between those two points. 
The track was removed in March 1981. On 
June 7th, 1971, Tropicana in cooperation 
with then Seaboard Coast Line Railroad and 
Penn Central ran the first Juice Train from 
Bradenton, Florida, to Kearny, New Jersey. 
That run covers 1,250 miles and the busi-
ness continues today and is still a much 
sought out photo subject for railfans and 
a few civilians too. 2011 marks 20 years 
since the August 7 thru 10, 1991, N.R.H.S 
convention headquartered at Huntington, 
WV. What made this convention special was 
the operation of two eastbound steam pow-
ered trains side by side on the C&O Railway 
from Huntington to St. Albans. NKP 765 
towed an empty hopper train of brand new 
CSXT cars and Pere Marquette 1225 pulled 
a passenger special loaded with railfan con-
ventioneers. What a day that was to ride or 

chase. I even found a brand new convention 
souvenir hat sitting in the middle of a road 
used by the chasers. Next on the agenda 
we’ll be celebrating the 50 year anniversary 
of the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 
over in Chattanooga, TN. There will be a big 
Railfest for the occasion Labor Day weekend 
September 2 thru 5th

A sign of the times. As of July 1st, 2011 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum 
located at Spencer, N.C began charging an 
admission. Under the new fee structure, 
admission tickets will include a train ride 
and will be priced at $10.00 for adults, $8.00 
for seniors and active military, and $6.00 
for kids ages 3-12. Ages 2 and under admit-
ted free. N.C.T.M. members who joined or 
renewed prior to June 30th will be grand-
fathered in for the remainder of their cur-
rent membership term or until June 30, 
2012 (whichever is earlier), and granted free 
admission and train rides. For more info 
email them at membership@nctrans.org.

You jes can’t beat little town America. On 
Monday June 20th in Ashland, VA a huge 
tree fell blocking the intersection of Railroad 
Avenue and Center Street and CSX’s for-
mer Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac 
high iron for two hours. The town’s weekly 
newspaper, The Herald Progress, took full 
advantage of the event with at least 4 photos 
and much writing. An Amtraker and a CSX 
freight were held up until the massive tree 
could be cleared. According to the article, the 
incident required 75% of Ashland’s munici-
pal department to respond. The caption 
for one photo read “Lunch patrons had a 
CSX freight for company.” Power lines were 
taken down too.

I mentioned earlier in this column that 
2011 marks 40 years since the inaugural run 
of the Tropicana Juice train and I mentioned 
that The Juice Train is still a much south 
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month and reports are that the bus, like the 
Regional Amtrak train from Lynchburg to the 
Northeast, is doing very well with ridership 
over twice what was expected. Fare is $4 
(exact) and no reservations are required. The 
bus leaves from the Roanoke Civic Center 
(free parking) daily at 550 AM with a stop in 
Bedford. Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays the 
bus originates in Blacksburg. In the evening 
the bus connects with the Regional train 
into Lynchburg and returns to Roanoke. For 
more see www.smartwaybus.com 

New Ethanol Terminal At Furnace 
Crossing 

Look for this new facility to be placed 
between the Waste Transfer Station and 
Freight Car America. 

Appomattox Railroad Days
Again this year the Chapter participated 

in the Appomattox Railroad Festival on 
Saturday and Sunday, October 8 and 9. Plans 
are for Chapter equipment (more than last 
year) to travel to Appomattox for display. 

21st Century Steam

NS Launches 21st Century Steam on 
Labor Day Weekend Steam returned 

to Norfolk Southern rails this Labor Day 
weekend as the Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum and NS launched a limited sched-
ule of steam passenger excursions in and 
around Chattanooga during RAILFEST. 
TVRM’s recently restored, ex-Southern 
Railway 2-8-0 steam locomotive No. 630 was 
used during the 50th anniversary celebra-
tion of TVRM. Other trips with the 630 are 
planned for Saturdays this fall - see www.
tvrail.com or www.21stcenturysteam.com for 
more information. We applaud TVRM and 
NS for this introduction of “21st Century 
Steam” and look forward to other operations 
in the Chattanooga area and elsewhere.

Are excursion passengers riding 
for the rail experience or for the 
scenery and destination? 

By Dorr Tucker

Most of our passengers who will be buy-
ing tickets for our Fall excursions will 

be on the train for the “rail” experience. 
Many will be railfans who want to ride the 
rails to the end of the line (and beyond if 
they could).  In many cases they are oblivi-
ous to amenities such as those being offered 
in Abingdon and Bluefield. Others remem-
ber being on the train for sentimental rea-
sons. Perhaps they met their future spouse 
en-route to Radford, Emory or Bristol. Or if 
a little younger they remember “Uncle Joe” 
who lived in Pearisburg or going to grand-
mother’s house in Rural Retreat. Some will 
remember shiny black steam locomotives 
pulling either “red” or “silver” cars or even 
“blue” trains that often had a car with a 
glass roof “dome”. 

Yes it will be a trip down memory lane for 
many riders. However, we anticipate a new 
group of passengers, often younger ( but 
not always), who will be riding our trains 
as a means rather than an end. These folks 
are often attracted by the scenic “Mountain 
Vistas” of Southwest Virginia plus the histor-
ical amenities of one of the most interesting 
towns in the State or the old time “capital” 
of the Pocahontas Coal Fields. These rid-
ers may have heard good things about the 
new Amtrak train linking Washington and 
Lynchburg and want to find out what train 
riding is all about. 

Like in music there are “crossover” riders 
who combine the background and interest 
from all of the above.  Regardless of the 
prospective riders backgrounds we need 
to reach out to all who have an interest in 
our scenic and historic area. We hope that 
all members will, to the best of their abil-

ity, do their best to advertise and sell these 
trips, and possibly work on the trains. We 
have something that no one else can offer. 
And remember, these trips are the primary 
means we raise money for activities such as 
preservation and operation of equipment 
and preserving the Virginian Station.

Mixed Freight
By Mr. Robin Shavers

This year of 2011 marks the 40th year of 
existence for Amtrak as most railfans are 

aware of and ceremonies and other activities 
to commemorate this milestone occurred 
in abundance on or near May 1st. 2011 
marks milestones for other railroad related 
accomplishments too and I will bring these 
to your attention right now. It has been 30 
years since Conrail, under the direction of 
then CEO L. Stanley Crane back in 1981, 
removed the then number 2 track between 
Altoona and Johnstown, Pennsylvania. He 
felt the railroad could operate fluidly with 
three tracks between those two points. 
The track was removed in March 1981. On 
June 7th, 1971, Tropicana in cooperation 
with then Seaboard Coast Line Railroad and 
Penn Central ran the first Juice Train from 
Bradenton, Florida, to Kearny, New Jersey. 
That run covers 1,250 miles and the busi-
ness continues today and is still a much 
sought out photo subject for railfans and 
a few civilians too. 2011 marks 20 years 
since the August 7 thru 10, 1991, N.R.H.S 
convention headquartered at Huntington, 
WV. What made this convention special was 
the operation of two eastbound steam pow-
ered trains side by side on the C&O Railway 
from Huntington to St. Albans. NKP 765 
towed an empty hopper train of brand new 
CSXT cars and Pere Marquette 1225 pulled 
a passenger special loaded with railfan con-
ventioneers. What a day that was to ride or 

chase. I even found a brand new convention 
souvenir hat sitting in the middle of a road 
used by the chasers. Next on the agenda 
we’ll be celebrating the 50 year anniversary 
of the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 
over in Chattanooga, TN. There will be a big 
Railfest for the occasion Labor Day weekend 
September 2 thru 5th

A sign of the times. As of July 1st, 2011 
the North Carolina Transportation Museum 
located at Spencer, N.C began charging an 
admission. Under the new fee structure, 
admission tickets will include a train ride 
and will be priced at $10.00 for adults, $8.00 
for seniors and active military, and $6.00 
for kids ages 3-12. Ages 2 and under admit-
ted free. N.C.T.M. members who joined or 
renewed prior to June 30th will be grand-
fathered in for the remainder of their cur-
rent membership term or until June 30, 
2012 (whichever is earlier), and granted free 
admission and train rides. For more info 
email them at membership@nctrans.org.

You jes can’t beat little town America. On 
Monday June 20th in Ashland, VA a huge 
tree fell blocking the intersection of Railroad 
Avenue and Center Street and CSX’s for-
mer Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac 
high iron for two hours. The town’s weekly 
newspaper, The Herald Progress, took full 
advantage of the event with at least 4 photos 
and much writing. An Amtraker and a CSX 
freight were held up until the massive tree 
could be cleared. According to the article, the 
incident required 75% of Ashland’s munici-
pal department to respond. The caption 
for one photo read “Lunch patrons had a 
CSX freight for company.” Power lines were 
taken down too.

I mentioned earlier in this column that 
2011 marks 40 years since the inaugural run 
of the Tropicana Juice train and I mentioned 
that The Juice Train is still a much south 
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Volunteers Needed 

We still need members to sign up to 
work on the trains, especially for coach 

hosts and in first class. 
We have quite a few experienced long 

term members who for one reason or anoth-
er can’t or don’t attend Chapter meetings on 
a regular basis. We certainly hope that you 
will consider signing up to work on one or 
both trips in November. We also would like 
to reach out to newer members who may be 
reluctant to sign up. Please do so as many 
hands make light work. We will have two 
required training sessions at 9th Street, each 
lasting about two hours, on Sunday, October 
2nd at 2 PM and on Saturday, October 15th 
at 10 AM. You need attend only one session, 
and if you have a conflict, please contact 
Jeff Sanders or Jim Overholser for a make-
up session. To sign up to work the trips see 
Jim at the September Chapter meeting on 
the 15th or email jgoverholser@verizon.net 
or call Jim at (540) 343-1928. You may also 
contact Jeff Sanders at the meeting, email 
nsyardconductdor@yahoo.com or call (540) 
520-3668. 

Our Neighbor’s Trains 

As usual, the C. P. Huntington Railroad 
Historical Society is operating the New 

River Trains on four separate dates this 
October between Huntington and Hinton, 
WV, on the old C&O. As of late August, all 
the first class service as well as all coach 
space on the 15th and 23rd are completely 
sold out. For any remaining coach seats left 
for the 16th or 23 call (866) 639-7487 or log 
on www.NewRiverTrain.com For rail ser-
vice on the upper New River on November 
6 see: www.RoanokeNRHS.org or call (540) 
774-0611. Our friends at the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum in Spencer and 
the Watauga Valley Chapter of the NRHS in 
Johnson City, TN, will operate two excur-

sions this year out of Spencer, NC, on 
October 29th & 30th . The Saturday trip will 
come to Roanoke arriving about 12:00 noon 
and departing @ 2:45 pm. The Sunday trip 
will operate over the main line of the former 
Southern Railway south to Toccoa, Georgia, 
with stops in Spartansburg, SC, each way. 
For tickets contact the NC Transportation 
Museum @ (704) 636-2889 or log on to 
www.nctrans.org

Local News
Concerns And Condolences
Chapter member Rev. A Benjamin 

Chidester, Jr. passed away recently. Our 
condolences to his family. Bernie Troutman 
is doing pretty fair. He is eating well, and 
his therapy is going fairly good. He is at 
Richfield in Salem, and would love to have 
visitors and cards.       

New Track Plan For Randolph Street 
Interlocking 

Norfolk Southern is planning to rebuild 
what was the old Randolph Street interlock-
ing plant (Roanoke Passenger Station) in 
2012. Plans call for the demolition of now 
out of service Randolph Street tower to 
accommodate a new track that will facilitate 
a direct entrance into East End Locomotive 
Shop.

Other changes include the re-alignment of 
old station track No. 4 among other tracks in 
the downtown Roanoke Terminal area. New 
switches will provide a more gradual move-
ment from track to track reducing chances 
for derailment and will increase speed for 
trains to and from the north. We understand 
that a platform for passenger trains will be 
provided along with a new house track that 
will extend from Commerce (2nd) Street to a 
stub end at Jefferson Street. 

New Bus Connection To Amtrak 
The new Smart Way Connector Bus to 

Lynchburg has been in operation for over a 
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after photo subject for railfans. A question I 
am often asked by newcomers at trackside 
is the possibility of catching the northbound 
and southbound Juice Trains passing each 
other. It happens more than you might 
think within the Richmond area usually 
anywhere between Doswell to the north and 
Petersburg to the south. There is a draw-
back so to speak. The southbound Juice No.  
Q741 always has single layer container traf-
fic on the headend and this traffic increases 
towards the end of the week. If you are 
lucky enough to catch Q740 and Q741 pass-
ing each other, it will appear is if you have a 
Juice Train passing an intermodal train.

Last time, I presented an updated report 
on the High Bridge Railroad Club located 
in Farmville. I failed to mention something 
that is important. Our club is backed and 
endorsed by Farmville town officials. Our 
“rent” is having an open house to the public 
during the HEART OF VIRGINIA FESTIVAL in 
May and during three weekends during the 
holiday season between early December and 
New Years. The town also takes care of our 
utilities. Let me explain the reason for the 
generosity. The Norfolk & Western Railway 
made the town of Farmville, Va possible. 
Those of you who know your N&W history 
know that Farmville founders persuaded 
N&W officials to build a line thru the settle-
ment by raising the necessary capital for the 
project. Ironically, the line thru Farmville 
was considered as the main line and the 
line to the south as the Farmville Belt Line. 
When Norfolk Southern finally decided to 
pull up the track thru Farmville about 7 
years ago, the town wanted a railroad con-
nection to remain out of respect to the 
town’s railroad heritage and that railroad 
connection is the High Bridge Railroad Club. 
Our H.O. layout is very N&W influenced. I 
extend an invitation to you all to visit us on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. til about 

9:00 p.m. in the basement of The Farmville 
Theatrical facility located at Fourth and 
Main in downtown Farmville. Join us for our 
monthly dinner/business meetings the first 
Tuesday of the month at Merk’s Restaurant 
located just west of downtown Farmville on 
West Third Street about 2 miles west of the 
former N&W depot. Members and guests 
assemble there at 6:00 p.m.

Amtrak’s Piedmont Trains

In 2010 Amtrak and the State of North 
Carolina began additional, mid-day 

roundtrip PIEDMONT train service between 
Raleigh and Charlotte. The PIEDMONT 
trains (two train sets) are of special inter-
est because they operate with refurbished 
passenger cars from the 1950’s, not the 
usual Amfleet cars seen in the east and 
south. Including the CAROLINIAN, there are 
three daily roundtrips between Raleigh and 
Charlotte.

A good one day excursion would be to 
ride number 73 between Greensboro and 
Charlotte in the morning on one train set, 
visit downtown Charlotte for several hours 
(including riding the Lynx light rail system), 
and return to Greensboro in the evening 
on number 76 using the other train set. 
Regular coach roundtrip fare is $35 before 
any discounts, such as AAA or Senior fares. 
See www.LynxCharlotte.com for more LYNX 
information and www.Amtrak.com for 
PIEDMONT train information.

What are those funny looking 
dimples for?

By Joe Fagan

This article is more or less directed toward 
the young dudes in the chapter and 

maybe some of the guys who aren’t old time 
railroaders from the steam days. Did you 
ever wonder what those little concave sock-
ets on the corners of all of the older freight 



rolling stock were for? Just about all the 
station tracks along the line were one-way 
affairs. If for instance a West bound train 
had to place a car on a station track with the 
switch on the East end of the stub track, the 
engine, coupled to the car, would pick up 
speed prior to passing the switch. The brake-
man would uncouple the car, the engine 
would get ahead of the car and after the 
engine cleared the switch another brakeman 
would throw the switch to direct the car into 
the stub track. Now comes the reason for 
the little dimple plates, The crew that has 
to pick up the car for a West bound move-
ment is going to have a problem. How are 
they going to pick it up and have it behind 
the engine? That is where the dimples come 
into play. All engines had a hardwood pole 
carried on the tender to solve that problem. 
Look under the tank and there will be two 
hooks where it was carried. With the engine 
on the adjacent track the brakeman put 
one end of the pole at the back end of the 
tender and the other end to the corner of 
the car. With the pole in place the engine 
should give the car enough push to drift 
it out of the switch so the engine could 
couple to it behind the tank. Occasionally 
the engineer would hit the pole a little too 
hard and maybe the pole was damaged and 
it would splinter and the brakeman was the 
loser. The labor unions and company safety 
departments agreed to stop the practice. The 
poles are visible in some of Mr. O. Winston 
Link’s pictures. 73

Chapter Picnic 
 By Jeff Sanders

Chapter members enjoyed a visit the 
C&O Historical Society’s “C&O Heritage 

Center” in Clifton Forge on Saturday after-
noon, September 17, 2011. We visited from 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm.

There were over 25 members and friends 

at the picnic and a wonderful time was had 
by all.

Recent Board Meetings 
Summary

By Jeff Sanders

This is a summary of board and trip com-
mittee activities during July and August.

As always, a copy of financial, Belt Line, 
and Virginian Station records/minutes is 
available to any member upon request. Our 
IRS forms are up to date. Present member-
ship is 157. Members are welcome to attend 
Board meetings, normally the first Tuesday 
each month in VMT’s conference room.

Coaches 537 and 512 are in service at the 
North Carolina Transportation Museum 
after repairs to the 537. Preparations are 
underway for the Shaffer’s Crossing Open 
House on Labor Day. The Chapter Steam 
Crew has been working on replacing pilot 
timbers and coupler, etc on No.  6 at VMT. 
Work continues on the 662 and 1118.

Planning work continues on the Virginian 
Station. Our RFP is ready, reviewed and 
approved by Roanoke City. The board 
voted authorization to send them out. Jim 
Cosby announced a bid opening at 2 PM on 
September 15. The parking plan for the sta-
tion is now complete. Jim has handled reg-
istration for our 501 (C) (3) status for contri-
butions to the Virginian Station Project with 
the Virginia Consumer Affairs Division.

Planning for the fall excursions, 
November 5 and 6, continues. See else-
where for the planned excursion con-
sist. The trip flyer has been mailed and 
emailed. Other promotions have started. 
Ticket sales are underway, with Bristol 
first class off to a good start. Jim and Noel 
Cosby, with assistance from Dorr Tucker in 
August, are handling ticket sales. About 30 
radios will be available for the trips. Skip 
Salmon will work out sales again with the 

opened Southwest Virginia Artisan Gateway 
“Heartwood” will complement the tra-
ditional attractions in this historic town 
where many dining options will be available. 
Passengers will also have the opportunity 
to stay on the train to nearby Bristol where 
seats will be turned for the return trip. 
Always among the most popular routes, 
the Bluefield trip is scheduled to run out of 
Roanoke on Sunday, November 6. The train 
will head up to the “Eastern Continental 
Divide” before following the scenic New 
River for 38 isolated miles into the Narrows 
before reaching the West Virginia State Line. 
Another steep grade will take the train to 
“nature’s air- conditioned city”, Bluefield, 
where passengers will be within a short 
walking distance of several restaurants 
and outdoor vendors. The Mercer County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau has many 
special activities planned for the train’s pas-
sengers.

The Abingdon (Bristol) trip will depart 
Roanoke at 8:00 AM EDT, arrive Abingdon 
at 11:45 AM, leave Abingdon at 3:15 PM, 
and return to Roanoke about 7:00 PM EDT. 
Special activities have been planned by the 
Abingdon Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
In addition to many dining options in 
Abingdon, a box lunch is available for pur-
chase in advance by passengers and is highly 
recommended for those choosing to remain 
on the train to Bristol since they will not be 
able to get off the train. The Bluefield trip 
will depart Roanoke at 8:00 AM EST (NOTE 
TIME CHANGE), arrive Bluefield at 11:30 
AM, leave Bluefield at 2:00 PM, and return 
to Roanoke by 6:00 PM EST.

We should have 2 or 3 Amtrak Genesis 
units, 9 Amfleet I coaches, 1 Amfleet Cafe 
Car for snacks and beverages, a similar car 
for souvenirs, ex “Powhatan Arrow” coach 
No. 539, 2 short dome /lounge cars, 2 long 
domes, and 1 full lounge car.

The Chapter will have complementary 
musical entertainment aboard by Richard 
Kiser. We will sell light snacks and bever-
ages. Skip Salmon will sell T-shirts with the 
N&W HS, VMT, and the Link folks selling 
many other souvenir items. Cost of either 
trip is $150 for adults and $95 for children 
in coach. Dome Class is $275 and Lounge 
Class is $215. Groups of ten or more qualify 
for a 10% discount. Tickets for any class are 
available from Roanoke Chapter by calling 
(540) 774-0611 or see www.RoanokeNRHS.
org Coach Class tickets are available from 
our partners: O. Winston Link Museum 
– 540-982-5465 Virginia Museum of 
Transportation – 540-342-5670 Norfolk and 
Western Historical Society – Internet only 
www.nwhs.org 

We started ticket sales the second week 
of August and have had a rush on dome 
and lounge seats to Bristol. However, at this 
point few coach seats have been sold. We 
need the help from all members to push 
ticket sales. We plan to implement an adver-
tising program that will reach out to many 
points within 150 miles of Roanoke. But 
remember you, the loyal Chapter member, 
are the best advertising tool . Your interest 
and enthusiasm along with your ability to 
reach out to the public is our best advertis-
ing resource. These trips are our primary 
fund raising for Chapter activities including 
equipment maintenance and the Virginian 
Station project. 

In Giles County our friend, John Kinney, 
has created a lot of interest with an article 
in the Virginian Leader. Thanks, John for 
your help in a rural, small town area of 
Southwest Virginia. We may not write for 
a paper but we can make personal contacts 
with friends and business associates. 
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Roanoke 
Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society will be held at the O. 
Winston Link Museum on Thursday, 
November 17, 2011. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 pm. At this time, we will hold our 
annual election in which five (5) directors 
will be elected. 

The nominees are as follows (* indicates 
incumbent):

Jim Cosby*
Gary Gray

Harold Hunley
Carl Jensen*
Skip Salmon*
Jeff Sanders*
Dorr Tucker
Percy Wikins

Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting, please be sure 
you have that person’s consent before mak-
ing a nomination. 

The Roanoke Chapter is soliciting nomi-
nees for Directors to be voted on at the 
November Annual Meeting. There are five 
(5) positions to be voted on. Please consider 
putting your name in nomination. Within 
the last few years the Chapter's responsibili-
ties have greatly increased, what with the 
Virginian Station project, our excursions, 
and the Chapter's equipment. Please consid-
er helping out. You may contact a member 
of the nominating committee - Paul Howell, 
chairman or Willard Hamill.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year 
we will elect five (5) directors by secret bal-
lot. Any member in good standing may vote 
by absentee ballot. 

Please Note: if you are interested in run-

ning, or know of another Chapter member 
who is, please contact the nominating com-
mittee promptly.

If there are no more candidates than posi-
tions, a motion to elect by acclaim will be 
accepted.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:
1 - Request an absentee ballot from the 

Secretary or a member of the nominating 
committee. You will receive (a) one ballot; 
(b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than 
five (5) directors. If more than five (5) votes 
are cast, the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope 
and seal. Do not put your name on the bal-
lot or "ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mail-
ing envelope. Write your name and return 
address on the envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or the envelope may be hand delivered to 

the Secretary anytime before the election at 
the annual meeting.

Fall Excursion Trains
By Dorr Tucker and Jim Overholser

Roanoke Chapter to operate trips to 
Abingdon/Bristol and Bluefield. Our 

Chapter announces two unique round 
trip train excursions for the first weekend 
in November. For the first time in over 
15 years the trip scheduled for Saturday, 
November 5, will run from Roanoke to 
Abingdon, where passengers will have over 
three hours to see a variety of pre civil war 
historical attractions such as the “Barter 
Theater” and the “Martha Washington 
Inn”. To add to the excitement the newly 
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T-shirt vendor. Bill Arnold is contacting 
VMT, OWL and N&WHS for trip souvenir 
sales. Eddie Mooneyham is working on a 
contract for equipment window cleaning, 
water, and sewage dumping. Since no one 
will be allowed off the train in Bristol on 
the Saturday trip, the chapter has arranged 
for box lunches, including a chicken crois-
sant sandwich and drink, be offered to pas-
sengers and crew for $10. Crew members 
who want one can pay at the trip training 
sessions, October 2 at 2 PM, and October 
15 at 10 AM. You may bring your own food 
or buy the box lunch, but you should plan 
to eat on the train Saturday. We also plan 
to sell tickets for the Abingdon-Bristol 
round trip, so the crew will need to remain 
onboard. Wanda Troutman and Eric Crane 
are in charge of first class. Bonnie Molinary 
is in charge of snack and drink sales. Eddie 
Mooneyham is the mechanical chairman. 
Dorr Tucker is in charge of supplies. Jim 
Overholser and Paul Howell are Safety chair-
man and assistant chairman. Jeff Sanders is 
the Trip chairman. 

Newsletter Delays
by Ken Miller

So where has Turntable TImes been all this 
time?

Well, it is complicated, like most every-
thing these days. Jim Overholser and Dorr 
Tucker were both out of town for some time 
in the summer, so it was a bit late getting 
to me to do the final assembly. As might 
have been reported elsewhere, this was a 
very busy summer, my work was overly 
busy (which is a good thing) and I also had 
freelance projects to letter the C&O 614 at 
Clifton Forge, Buffalo Creek and Gauley No. 
14 at Gaithersburg, Maryland and our own 
GP30 No. 522. These other jobs had to be 
fitted in around work, home and family, so 
something had to give, and it was, among 

others, the newsletter and most Chapter 
meetings. I apologize, but this job is open 
to anyone who wants to take it on, you can 
start as soon as the next issue!

Lettering the 522
by Ken Miller

In the awful rainy and cool weather that 
plagued us in the area over September and 

early October, it is a wonder that anything 
got done outside. Chris McBride was due to 
repaint our 522, originally planned to be for 
a night photo session in late September with 
2 other GP30s as part of NS's celebration of 
its 30th anniversary in 2012. Chris also had 
commitments made prior to 522 of repaint-
ing both C&O 614 and BC&G No. 14. But the 
weather was horrible for painting and letter-
ing in September and October. I made the 
trip to Gaithersburg, MD to letter the BC&G 
14's tank on September 17-18, but rain and 
cold had prevented the painting until the 
evening of the 17th, with the cool night, the 
paint was not nearly cured enough to apply 
stencils.

Finally, got that job done two weeks later, 
and the weather was still bad. Chris finally 
finished painting the 522 about October 
11, I was planning to do the lettering the 
following Saturday, the 15th. However, 
work had another plan for me, not to men-
tion that Fast Signs had failed to put the 
stencils where I could pick them up after 
hours on Friday night. I went in to work at 
8:45 am Saturday and finally left at 5:30 am 
on Sunday, slept 2.5 hours and was back 
up. Richard Shell had gone Saturday and 
retrieved the stencils and brought them to 
me, so on Sunday afternoon, we applied and 
painted until almost dark, then it was a call 
back to work! I came back on Monday, fin-
ished all but some details for Tuesday. It was 
done just in time for 522 to head downtown 
for its photo shoot the following Friday.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Friday, 

November 11, 2011. Please send articles, information and exchange 
newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P.O. Box 13222, Roanoke, 
VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke Chapter 
via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverholser@veri-
zon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken Miller at 
klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Skip Salmon provided both photos of the Chapter's operable 

motive power in action this month. At top the freshly painted 
GP30 522 is second in the consist crossing the bridge at Troutville, 
Virginia on October 23 on a Norfolk Southern photo special. On the 
bottom, Alco T6 No. 41, painted in May, is crossing Blue Ridge on 
October 7, headed for the Appomattox Railroad Festival. This has 
to be first operating Alco power over Blue Ridge in many years.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
will hold its Annual meeting on Thursday, November 17, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

This will be our last regular meeting of 2011, and the election of 
directors for 2012, please be sure to attend.

Be sure to plan to attend our annual Holiday Gathering on the 
regular meeting night of December 15, 6PM at Calvary Baptist 
Church as in past years. All are welcome!

Meeting Notice

1 10

VGN Day at VMT
by Skip Salmon

On September 24 at the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation, we had a great turn-

out for "Virginian Railway Day".  The fol-
lowing former Virginian Railway Brethren 
attended and answered the many questions 
visitors posed to them:  Landon Gregory 
(VGN Operator), Raymond East (VGN 
Engineer) Wis Sowder (VGN Clerk), Russell 
McDaniel (VGN Master Mechanic), Greely 
Wyatt (VGN Electric Foreman), Gordon 
Glenn (VGN Engineer), Frank Breedlove 
(VGN Conductor) Dewey Houch, (VGN sur-
veyor) and Glen McLain (VGN Chief Clerk). 
Jeff Sanders and Skip Salmon assisted them 
with this by providing many photos.  Our 
"Virginian-Roanoke's Other Railway" Room 
at VMT, sponsored by the Roanoke Chapter 
NRHS,  bustled with visitors all day observ-
ing the artifacts and VGN photos.  At left 
is a photo I took of Raymond East standing 
in front of the VGN SA 0-8-0 No. 4, the last 
Virginian Railway Steam locomotive left. 
He fired this precious artifact in Suffolk, VA 
while working the peanut plants there.

Skip Salmon Photos
The 614 is undergoing transformation in the typically rainy weather we've had all the late 

summer at Clifton Forge.
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Please do not delay
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

Nov. 1 - Board Meeting
Nov. 5-6 - Amtrak Excursions
Nov. 17 - Annual Meeting
Dec. 6 - Board Meeting
Dec. 15 - Holiday Gathering, 6 PM, 

Calvary Baptist Church
Jan. 3 - Board Meeting
Jan. 19 - Chapter Meeting
Feb. 7 - Board Meeting
Feb. 16 - Chapter Meeting
March 6 - Board Meeting
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Skip Salmon Photo
On September 11, 2011, Skip and Judi 

Salmon raised the flag at our Virginian Station 
project, in memory of those who lost their 
lives 10 years prior.


