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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

April 21 - Chapter Meeting
May 3 - Board Meeting
May 14 - Rail Day, Roanoke, VMT, 

O. Winston Link Museum and Clifton 
Forge, C&OHS.

May 19 - Chapter Meeting
June 7 - Board Meeting
June 16 - Chapter Meeting
July 5 - Board Meeting
July 21 - Chapter Meeting
August 2 -Board Meeting
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sounds and food, passengers will board the 
train to return to Roanoke. Want to be a part 
of this historic event? We expect to have full 
information available sometime in mid sum-
mer. Send a stamped, self-addressed business 
sized envelope to:

Amtrak Excursions, Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032
Postal Service not quick enough? We’ll email 

out a PDF to all those on our mailing list just 
as soon as it is finalized for the printer.  
Just send an email with “2011 Amtrak 
Excursion” in the subject line to Terrapin66@
cox.net and we’ll send the PDF. We also expect 
to have information on our website: 

www.RoanokeNRHS.org 
Please note: these trips are tentative, and 

have not been approved by Amtrak or Norfolk 
Southern.
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the May/June issue of Turntable Times is 

Monday, May 9, 2011. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P. O. Box 13222, 
Roanoke, VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke 
Chapter via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverhol-
ser@verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken 
Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Dorr Tucker captured a great view of  this restored wooden 

boxcar bound for the Virginia Museum of Transportation back 
in May 1981. The "reefer", actually an old N&W boxcar had been 
restored by Anheuser-Busch  for the museum. Shaffers Crossing 
shop switcher 2105, one of two 600 h.p. EMD Class SW-1s inher-
ited from the NKP is about to cross the former Virginian Railway 
at JK tower. Today the grain elevators in the distance are gone and 
unfortunately the "beer car" has been destroyed in an accident.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical 
Society will hold the April meeting on Thursday, April 21, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our next meeting is May 19, 2011. Please note meeting dates are 
listed on the back cover of each issue.

Meeting Notice
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we viewed the passing scenery from one of 
the big doors all seemed so quiet unlike any 
other trip I could remember.

Darkness was fast approaching as the 
train passed by the station at Pulaski. Here, 
just a few months earlier, some 10,000 
folks had turned out for the Pulaski Station 
Dedication Day and the 611 trip to Glade 
Spring. Then it was on through Rural 
Retreat, where thoughts of an O. Winston 
Link recording of a J locomotive passing 
through as chimes at a nearby church played 
Christmas carols came to mind.

Abingdon was the next community that 
I watched slowly pass by outside the win-
dow as I sat in the commissary car with 
Julien Sacks. Quite a sizable crowd was on 
hand at the station here to watch us go by. 
As I watched these folks waving to us the 
thought came to mind that perhaps the 
little Class M steam locomotive which sits 
under a roof at the beginning of the Virginia 
Creeper Trail may have had a possible greet-
ing or two for the 611 as well. If locomotives 
could really talk, I wonder what those two 
would have said at that moment.

At about 9:30 pm we arrived at the station 
in Bristol. This was the first time that I had 
ridden behind 611 into Bristol. As I joined 
with Jerry and Wanda Johnson and Julien 
Sacks and headed for Jerry’s car for the drive 
back to Roanoke I thought to myself, was 
this day the last time that 611 would ever 
travel out of Roanoke with a load of pas-
sengers? I and countless thousands of other 
sure hope not.

N&W Wooden Boxcar Destroyed

One of the last remaining wooden N&W 
boxcars, disguised as a "beer car" was 

sadly destroyed in a switching accident 
in Roanoke Yards on February 23, 2011. 
The car and a number of other rough look-
ing pieces of equipment had been stored 
away from VMT in Roanoke Yard since the 

retirement party at VMT for David Goode. 
Unfortunately, the wooden car was the most 
fragile car in the string, and got the worst 
of the damage. It was nothing but a pile of 
kindling wood after the accident. When it 
was first restored in 1980 by St. Louis Car 
Company, the restoration was funded by 
Anheuser-Busch, hence the paint scheme 
was custom created for the car. Sadly, anoth-
er loss for the preservation community.

Fall 2011 Amtrak Excursions

We are proudly announcing our plans to 
run Amtrak excursions out of Roanoke 

once again this fall.
The Roanoke Chapter, National Railway 

Historical Society announces Fall Foliage 
Amtrak excursions from Roanoke!

On the weekend of November 5 and 6, 
riders have the chance to ride the rails in 
our area again. In cooperation with Amtrak 
and Norfolk Southern, we will operate two 
round-trip excursions. 

On Saturday, November 5, 2011, we will 
be headed out to one of our most popular 
destinations ever; Abingdon, Virginia. Our 
excursion train will depart the former N&W 
passenger station and climb Christiansburg 
Mountain then across the scenic highlands 
via Radford, Pulaski, Rural Retreat and 
Wytheville before arrival in Abingdon. There 
are lots of options on arrival including lunch 
at one of several restaurants, perhaps a visit 
to the local art gallery in the former station 
or even a visit to the famed Barter Theatre. 
The train will operate on to Bristol before 
returning, riders have the option of staying 
onboard for the additional ride.

On Sunday, November 6, 2011, this time 
we are bound for Bluefield, West Virginia, 
climbing Christiansburg Mountain, rolling 
along the New River Valley then climbing 
the grade into Bluefield. After a layover of 
several hours to experience the local sights, 
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Fond Memories… The Series
by Mr. Robin Shavers

The Cherry Run Railroad Club

Those of you whom have been involved 
with the hobby of railroading both pro-

totype and model know that when it comes 
to clubs, organizations and special interest 
groups know as SIGs, there are a wide vari-
ety out that appeal to folks with a thing for 
railroading. God know I have been involved 
with quite a few of these groups. Without 
a doubt one of my personal favorites was a 
now defunct group called The Cherry Run 
Railroad Club. The group came into exis-
tence back in the Spring of 1993. The CRRC 
was the brain child of Mr. Allen Brougham, 
a railfan/railroader of the Baltimore & Ohio. 
The CRRC did not have officers, bylaws, or 
even dues. Allen was the man in charge and 
it was open to anyone who wanted to par-
ticipate in the activities which were mainly 
trackside picnic/get togethers held sev-
eral time a year during the warm weather 
months.

The name was derived from the village 
and creek both named Cherry Run just east 
of Miller Tower on the B&O’s Cumberland 
Subdivision of it’s Maryland Division at MP 
113.6. The purpose and goal of the CRRC 
was simple - to have good times in the pres-
ence of trains.

I found out about the group via a monthly 
railfan newsletter published by Allen called 
THE BULLSHEET. I discovered the publica-
tion on a giveaway table at a train show 
and soon subscribed. In the early history of 
CRRC we would have trackside picnics at JD 
Tower on the B&O just north of Washington, 
DC. These picnics involved more that just 
cooking hot dogs and burgers on the grill. 
Along with photographing and watching 
the trains, volleyball was played and board 
games too. Those in attendance could also 

receive instructions on what was involved 
in being a tower operator. This was in the 
“armstrong” lever era too. At night, slides 
were presented on a screen or clean white 
bed linen. To pay for the food and drinks, 
participants contributed either 5 or 10 dol-
lars. Attendance was usually around 20 
people for the picnics I attended. There 
were 9 picnics held at JD Tower before 
CRRC became nomadic in 1995. There was 
a “core” group of attendees and there were 
those who attended sporadically and guys 
who came as guests once or twice. When 
we went nomadic, we would have the pic-
nics at a wide variety of trackside locations. 
Some of the places that graced our presence 
were Boyce, VA, Bowie, MD, Greencastle, PA, 
Orange, VA, Maugansville, MD, and Cresson, 
PA. The last picnic was held October 2, 1999, 
at Boyce, VA.

I enjoyed all of the picnics I attended 
and I will admit I missed quite a few since 
most of the picnics were well over two 
hour drives from home. The one I enjoyed 
the most was when we spent 24 hours at 
Cresson, PA, the weekend before NS and 
CSX officially took over their portions of 
Conrail. The Station Inn served as our HQ. 
Allen had worked out a deal with Tom 
Davis, the Proprietor, months in advance 
so we would have the entire Inn for CRRC 
guests. The weather was great and Conrail 
delivered. Two fans equipped with a base 
scanner and desk recorded all movements 
for 24 hours. The only thing that annoyed 
me was the moving of the slide show two 
times. First it was moved from the front 
porch to the restaurant area downstairs. 
Then from the downstairs to the living room 
upstairs, and finally back to the front porch. 
Allen was concerned about us being too 
noisy and disturbing neighbors. There were 
no neighbors. The group was a well behaved 
lot as they would say over in England. The 
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the Christiansburg (Cambria) former N&W 
depots. The Buckingham Lining Bar Gang is 
scheduled to appear. Contact Meghan at 540-
382-6431 for more information.

Roanoke Rail Day, May 14

On Saturday, May 14, the area rail attrac-
tions will celebrate National Train Day, 

one week late. Both the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation and O. Winston Link 
Museum have a variety of activities planned 
for the day, including a night photo session 
at the Link Museum, and 7 and one half 
inch gauge train rides. At VMT, there will be 
a Chapter locomotive and caboose offering 
short train rides. For more details check out 
www.VMT.org or www.linkmuseum.org.

A “Blast From The Past”

By chance I re-read the November 1994 
Turntable Times. Many of our mem-

bers remember the Fall of 1994 was when 
Norfolk Southern announced the end of 
the steam program and the last excursions 
were operated with the N&W Class J number 
611. Former Turntable Times Editor Kenney 
Kirkman wrote articles on several excursions 
that operated in our area that fall but this 
one was most memorable because of the 
announcement the previous day. Even today 
I can still picture (and hear, and smell) 611 
leaving town for the last time, blasting up 
grade toward Shaffers Crossing. As a “Thank 
You” to Kenney for his many years as Editor 
we present you with a “blast from the past.”

Jim Overholser

Watauga Valley Chapter Fall Trip
by Kenney Kirkman

At approximately 11:30 am on Saturday 
morning October 29 (1994) I arrived 

at the Roanoke train station to await the 
appearance of the Watauga Chapter train 
from Bristol that was powered by 611. To 

first glance at the folks who were await-
ing the arrival of the train at Roanoke, one 
would have immediately thought that this 
was like any other day in the past twenty 
plus years when steam powered excur-
sions had rolled into town. But this day was 
unlike all the rest as an announcement had 
been made just 24 hours earlier that the 
Norfolk Southern steam program was going 
to be cancelled following the end of the 
1994 season.

As diesel locomotive Number 4610 led the 
train down toward the station - 611 had to 
be left at Shaffers Crossing so that it could 
be turned for the trip back to Bristol - all 
seemed so quiet as the 25 car train slowly 
rolled to a stop.

For the next 2 plus hours or so as the train 
was turned on the wye and then serviced, 
all the passengers enjoyed visits to the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation, Center 
in The Square, and other attractions. Then, 
at approximately 2:45 pm, Engine 611 slowly 
backed down to couple to diesel Engine 4610 
and the rest of the train.

Just one more time I decided to climb up 
into the cab of 611 and I did so with Joe 
Austin taking my picture. Then, at about 
3:30 pm, 611 blew its whistle and we were 
on our way to Bristol.

Photographers and sightseers were 
everywhere as the train made its way 
through Salem and Elliston and then up the 
mountain through Montgomery Tunnel to 
Christiansburg. Just west of Christiansburg a 
photo runby was made at the coaling tower 
at Vicker. At this runby, I made the long 
walk to the very end of the line of people in 
order to get a picture or two of the train as it 
passed through two curves at the same time.

After we passed through Radford I sat 
down in the souvenir car with several 
Watauga Chapter members and together we 
reflected on the steam trips. Even here as 



of the Virginian Railway. Working with Dorr 
will be; Landon Gregory, Jeff Sanders, Ken 
Miller and Skip Salmon. Skip also reminded 
the Board that last week was 10 year anni-
versary of the fire at the Station. Pat Budd, 
the Chapter’s accountant, confirmed that 
receipt of funds from the Chapter will quali-
fy for tax credits, to be used for the Station. 

Eddie reported that our mechanical com-
mittee has been working on preparations 
for the C&O  No. 614, and it is ready, and 
on display at VMT. Work on CW No. 662 is 
progressing. Carl Jensen reported that he 
has not received any bids on upgrading our 
coaches to Amtrak standards. After receiv-
ing third party appraised values for the A/C 
unit that has been installed under the 537, 
and a second for use with the 512, the Board 
approved purchase of the two units for a 
total of $6,000. Concerning recent reports of 
an ex-N&W baggage car possibly being avail-
able, we moved to contact the owner and 
schedule an inspection, if possible. After 
a discussion, it was decided to offer mem-
ber Brian Crosier $500 for his VGN box car, 
which he had originally said he would offer 
to us. 

The Chapter Annual Report has been 
filed with the SCC of VA, January 6, 2011 
with a copy to our registered Agent Ward 
Armstrong. A very productive meeting was 
held recently with HSWV. Carl Jensen and 
Jeff Sanders discussed a number of issues 
and possible collaborations between the 
Historical Society and the Chapter. A discus-
sion was continued from last month regard-
ing enhancements to the Chapter website, 
including security and back up features. Ken 
Miller, webmaster, has provided two CDs of 
the site for use as a back up. One was given 
to Walt Alexander and one to Skip Salmon. 
The Board approved a motion to appoint 
an Asst. Webmaster to work with Ken. A 
proposal was approved for an April 20, 2011 

trip by bus and Amtrak to Washington DC 
and return. 

Jim Overholser reported on the Pueblo 
meeting of the RPCA Convention. He distrib-
uted information to the Board for discussion 
at the next meeting. 

Next year’s RPCA meeting will be in 
Indianapolis. After a discussion of the secu-
rity situation at the Roanoke Industrial Park 
(9th Street), we authorized our Mechanical 
Committee to look into costs of making our 
siding more secure, including security cam-
eras and necessary communication connec-
tions, as well as possibly changing out locks. 

The next scheduled meeting of the Board 
is March 1, 2011.

National Train Day And Amtrak’s 
40th Anniversary

Amtrak News Release

National Train Day on Saturday, May 7, 
2011, coincides this year with Amtrak’s 

40th anniversary. Festivities will be at 
several train stations around the country, 
including in Washington, DC. In addition 
to displays such as the State Partnership 
Display, the Amtrak High Speed Rail Display, 
K-9 Unit Demonstrations, Train Equipment 
Displays, Model Train Displays, the 
Amtrak 40th Anniversary Display, and the 
AmtraKids Depot, in Washington the Amtrak 
40th Anniversary “Exhibit Train” will be on 
display for the first time. The exhibit will 
consist of two locomotives, three renovated 
baggage cars displaying historic advertising, 
uniforms, photos, and other memorabilia, 
and an Amtrak Bistro car to be used as a 
retail center and for various exhibits. There 
will also be an interactive exhibit on the 
B&O Railroad and the Civil War. Visit www.
nationaltrainday.com for more information.

Also on May 7 the Christiansburg Civic 
League plans to sponsor National Train Day 
events. Tentative plans have the event at 

bikers at the bar just up the street were loud 
‘n’ proud with their Harleys way past mid-
night and the freights were in notch eight.

The guys that frequented the picnics were 
a fun and easy going bunch. We enjoyed 
each others company as much as the trains 
and after talking with Allen about this 
article, he noted that at no time did anyone 
get out of hand or were requested not to 
return. It was still a good era trainwise as 
CSX had not repainted all of it’s locomo-
tives and pure non CSX lashups could be 
had. The same was true for NS. Graffiti was 
just beginning to be noticeable and nowhere 
near as bad as it is today. 911??

The picnics stopped as attendance 
dropped. It dropped for numerous reasons 
but mainly as a result of the guys graduat-
ing to more important things such as rais-
ing families and pursuing careers. I still see 
some of them occasionally at train shows 
and trackside but most have just scattered 
with the wind. I asked Allen about a pos-
sible reunion but he did not exhibit much 
enthusiasm. He retired from CSX several 
years ago and works part time as a driver for 
PTI, a contract taxi service that takes train 
crews from where they are to where they 
need to be.

Board Meeting Summary,  
February 1, 2011

Directors present: Eddie Mooneyham, Bill 
Mason, Skip Salmon, Jim Cosby, Landon 
Gregory, Jeff Sanders, Jim Overholser, Carl 
Jensen, and Ken Miller. Also attending was 
Walt Alexander, Membership Chairman.

Minutes of last meeting January 4, 2011 
were approved. 

Walt reported that we have 148 members 
with paid up membership and 24 members 
not renewed at this time, with all member-
ship cards having been issued to date. Walt 
said that Ken Miller has a back-up copy of 

membership. Walt noted that VMT has invit-
ed Chapter membership to an exclusive pre-
view on Thursday February 10 at 5:30 PM of 
“Thoroughbreds of Steam: the N&W 611 & 
C&O 614 The Pinnacle of Steam Locomotive 
Technology”. No charge, refreshments 
included. Carl announced that we have eight 
25-year pins to be presented at our February 
17, dinner meeting. As suggested, we will 
take a look at our dues structure in the near 
future.

Jim Cosby noted that a copy of his report 
is available to any Chapter Member upon 
request. Our new budget will be considered 
next month.

Carl discussed the recent Williamsburg 
Director’s meeting which finalized National 
by-laws changes. He explained that the 
NRHS will be re-organized at the National 
level with a “Super Board”, with a new level 
between the Chapter and Board. These 
changes will be voted on at the National 
Convention this summer. Rail Camp will be 
in Scranton July 10-15, 2011. He inquired 
if we have a candidate for camp from our 
Chapter. National is considering a possible 
dues increase by 2013. With the deadline 
to submit applications for National Grants 
being 4-28-11, Skip and Jim C. will work on 
an application for some Virginian Station 
needs. There has been no progress on the 
National Web Site upgrade. The next Board 
Meeting of National Directors is in April.

Jim Cosby and Skip Salmon reported that 
Alison Blanton has completed a draft of 
Phase I invitation for bids and sent to the 
City of Roanoke for approval. When the IFBs 
are approved we can advertise for contrac-
tors. VDOT has said they will be satisfied, 
if approved by the City. Dorr Tucker has 
been appointed to chair a sub-committee 
to analyze the use of space in the Express 
Building, which will be utilized for displays 
focusing on and explaining the importance 
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been appointed to chair a sub-committee 
to analyze the use of space in the Express 
Building, which will be utilized for displays 
focusing on and explaining the importance 
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Fond Memories… The Series
by Mr. Robin Shavers

The Cherry Run Railroad Club

Those of you whom have been involved 
with the hobby of railroading both pro-

totype and model know that when it comes 
to clubs, organizations and special interest 
groups know as SIGs, there are a wide vari-
ety out that appeal to folks with a thing for 
railroading. God know I have been involved 
with quite a few of these groups. Without 
a doubt one of my personal favorites was a 
now defunct group called The Cherry Run 
Railroad Club. The group came into exis-
tence back in the Spring of 1993. The CRRC 
was the brain child of Mr. Allen Brougham, 
a railfan/railroader of the Baltimore & Ohio. 
The CRRC did not have officers, bylaws, or 
even dues. Allen was the man in charge and 
it was open to anyone who wanted to par-
ticipate in the activities which were mainly 
trackside picnic/get togethers held sev-
eral time a year during the warm weather 
months.

The name was derived from the village 
and creek both named Cherry Run just east 
of Miller Tower on the B&O’s Cumberland 
Subdivision of it’s Maryland Division at MP 
113.6. The purpose and goal of the CRRC 
was simple - to have good times in the pres-
ence of trains.

I found out about the group via a monthly 
railfan newsletter published by Allen called 
THE BULLSHEET. I discovered the publica-
tion on a giveaway table at a train show 
and soon subscribed. In the early history of 
CRRC we would have trackside picnics at JD 
Tower on the B&O just north of Washington, 
DC. These picnics involved more that just 
cooking hot dogs and burgers on the grill. 
Along with photographing and watching 
the trains, volleyball was played and board 
games too. Those in attendance could also 

receive instructions on what was involved 
in being a tower operator. This was in the 
“armstrong” lever era too. At night, slides 
were presented on a screen or clean white 
bed linen. To pay for the food and drinks, 
participants contributed either 5 or 10 dol-
lars. Attendance was usually around 20 
people for the picnics I attended. There 
were 9 picnics held at JD Tower before 
CRRC became nomadic in 1995. There was 
a “core” group of attendees and there were 
those who attended sporadically and guys 
who came as guests once or twice. When 
we went nomadic, we would have the pic-
nics at a wide variety of trackside locations. 
Some of the places that graced our presence 
were Boyce, VA, Bowie, MD, Greencastle, PA, 
Orange, VA, Maugansville, MD, and Cresson, 
PA. The last picnic was held October 2, 1999, 
at Boyce, VA.

I enjoyed all of the picnics I attended 
and I will admit I missed quite a few since 
most of the picnics were well over two 
hour drives from home. The one I enjoyed 
the most was when we spent 24 hours at 
Cresson, PA, the weekend before NS and 
CSX officially took over their portions of 
Conrail. The Station Inn served as our HQ. 
Allen had worked out a deal with Tom 
Davis, the Proprietor, months in advance 
so we would have the entire Inn for CRRC 
guests. The weather was great and Conrail 
delivered. Two fans equipped with a base 
scanner and desk recorded all movements 
for 24 hours. The only thing that annoyed 
me was the moving of the slide show two 
times. First it was moved from the front 
porch to the restaurant area downstairs. 
Then from the downstairs to the living room 
upstairs, and finally back to the front porch. 
Allen was concerned about us being too 
noisy and disturbing neighbors. There were 
no neighbors. The group was a well behaved 
lot as they would say over in England. The 
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the Christiansburg (Cambria) former N&W 
depots. The Buckingham Lining Bar Gang is 
scheduled to appear. Contact Meghan at 540-
382-6431 for more information.

Roanoke Rail Day, May 14

On Saturday, May 14, the area rail attrac-
tions will celebrate National Train Day, 

one week late. Both the Virginia Museum 
of Transportation and O. Winston Link 
Museum have a variety of activities planned 
for the day, including a night photo session 
at the Link Museum, and 7 and one half 
inch gauge train rides. At VMT, there will be 
a Chapter locomotive and caboose offering 
short train rides. For more details check out 
www.VMT.org or www.linkmuseum.org.

A “Blast From The Past”

By chance I re-read the November 1994 
Turntable Times. Many of our mem-

bers remember the Fall of 1994 was when 
Norfolk Southern announced the end of 
the steam program and the last excursions 
were operated with the N&W Class J number 
611. Former Turntable Times Editor Kenney 
Kirkman wrote articles on several excursions 
that operated in our area that fall but this 
one was most memorable because of the 
announcement the previous day. Even today 
I can still picture (and hear, and smell) 611 
leaving town for the last time, blasting up 
grade toward Shaffers Crossing. As a “Thank 
You” to Kenney for his many years as Editor 
we present you with a “blast from the past.”

Jim Overholser

Watauga Valley Chapter Fall Trip
by Kenney Kirkman

At approximately 11:30 am on Saturday 
morning October 29 (1994) I arrived 

at the Roanoke train station to await the 
appearance of the Watauga Chapter train 
from Bristol that was powered by 611. To 

first glance at the folks who were await-
ing the arrival of the train at Roanoke, one 
would have immediately thought that this 
was like any other day in the past twenty 
plus years when steam powered excur-
sions had rolled into town. But this day was 
unlike all the rest as an announcement had 
been made just 24 hours earlier that the 
Norfolk Southern steam program was going 
to be cancelled following the end of the 
1994 season.

As diesel locomotive Number 4610 led the 
train down toward the station - 611 had to 
be left at Shaffers Crossing so that it could 
be turned for the trip back to Bristol - all 
seemed so quiet as the 25 car train slowly 
rolled to a stop.

For the next 2 plus hours or so as the train 
was turned on the wye and then serviced, 
all the passengers enjoyed visits to the 
Virginia Museum of Transportation, Center 
in The Square, and other attractions. Then, 
at approximately 2:45 pm, Engine 611 slowly 
backed down to couple to diesel Engine 4610 
and the rest of the train.

Just one more time I decided to climb up 
into the cab of 611 and I did so with Joe 
Austin taking my picture. Then, at about 
3:30 pm, 611 blew its whistle and we were 
on our way to Bristol.

Photographers and sightseers were 
everywhere as the train made its way 
through Salem and Elliston and then up the 
mountain through Montgomery Tunnel to 
Christiansburg. Just west of Christiansburg a 
photo runby was made at the coaling tower 
at Vicker. At this runby, I made the long 
walk to the very end of the line of people in 
order to get a picture or two of the train as it 
passed through two curves at the same time.

After we passed through Radford I sat 
down in the souvenir car with several 
Watauga Chapter members and together we 
reflected on the steam trips. Even here as 
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one 

or has a new birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. 
Bonnie is responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and can be 
reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the May/June issue of Turntable Times is 

Monday, May 9, 2011. Please send articles, information and 
exchange newsletters to: Editor Turntable Times, P. O. Box 13222, 
Roanoke, VA, 24032. All parties sending newsletters to the Roanoke 
Chapter via email should send them to Jim Overholser: jgoverhol-
ser@verizon.net, Dorr Tucker at joandorr2@verizon.net and Ken 
Miller at klmiller@rev.net

Meeting Cancellation Policy
Any Chapter meeting will be considered cancelled if any of the 

following conditions are due to weather: Roanoke City Schools are 
closed on the day of or for the day after the meeting, or Virginia 
Western night classes are cancelled for the night of a meeting.

Cover Photo
Dorr Tucker captured a great view of  this restored wooden 

boxcar bound for the Virginia Museum of Transportation back 
in May 1981. The "reefer", actually an old N&W boxcar had been 
restored by Anheuser-Busch  for the museum. Shaffers Crossing 
shop switcher 2105, one of two 600 h.p. EMD Class SW-1s inher-
ited from the NKP is about to cross the former Virginian Railway 
at JK tower. Today the grain elevators in the distance are gone and 
unfortunately the "beer car" has been destroyed in an accident.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical 
Society will hold the April meeting on Thursday, April 21, 2011. 
Throughout the year, please note our inclement weather policy 
below, and always check the website for the most up to date infor-
mation.

Our next meeting is May 19, 2011. Please note meeting dates are 
listed on the back cover of each issue.

Meeting Notice
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we viewed the passing scenery from one of 
the big doors all seemed so quiet unlike any 
other trip I could remember.

Darkness was fast approaching as the 
train passed by the station at Pulaski. Here, 
just a few months earlier, some 10,000 
folks had turned out for the Pulaski Station 
Dedication Day and the 611 trip to Glade 
Spring. Then it was on through Rural 
Retreat, where thoughts of an O. Winston 
Link recording of a J locomotive passing 
through as chimes at a nearby church played 
Christmas carols came to mind.

Abingdon was the next community that 
I watched slowly pass by outside the win-
dow as I sat in the commissary car with 
Julien Sacks. Quite a sizable crowd was on 
hand at the station here to watch us go by. 
As I watched these folks waving to us the 
thought came to mind that perhaps the 
little Class M steam locomotive which sits 
under a roof at the beginning of the Virginia 
Creeper Trail may have had a possible greet-
ing or two for the 611 as well. If locomotives 
could really talk, I wonder what those two 
would have said at that moment.

At about 9:30 pm we arrived at the station 
in Bristol. This was the first time that I had 
ridden behind 611 into Bristol. As I joined 
with Jerry and Wanda Johnson and Julien 
Sacks and headed for Jerry’s car for the drive 
back to Roanoke I thought to myself, was 
this day the last time that 611 would ever 
travel out of Roanoke with a load of pas-
sengers? I and countless thousands of other 
sure hope not.

N&W Wooden Boxcar Destroyed

One of the last remaining wooden N&W 
boxcars, disguised as a "beer car" was 

sadly destroyed in a switching accident 
in Roanoke Yards on February 23, 2011. 
The car and a number of other rough look-
ing pieces of equipment had been stored 
away from VMT in Roanoke Yard since the 

retirement party at VMT for David Goode. 
Unfortunately, the wooden car was the most 
fragile car in the string, and got the worst 
of the damage. It was nothing but a pile of 
kindling wood after the accident. When it 
was first restored in 1980 by St. Louis Car 
Company, the restoration was funded by 
Anheuser-Busch, hence the paint scheme 
was custom created for the car. Sadly, anoth-
er loss for the preservation community.

Fall 2011 Amtrak Excursions

We are proudly announcing our plans to 
run Amtrak excursions out of Roanoke 

once again this fall.
The Roanoke Chapter, National Railway 

Historical Society announces Fall Foliage 
Amtrak excursions from Roanoke!

On the weekend of November 5 and 6, 
riders have the chance to ride the rails in 
our area again. In cooperation with Amtrak 
and Norfolk Southern, we will operate two 
round-trip excursions. 

On Saturday, November 5, 2011, we will 
be headed out to one of our most popular 
destinations ever; Abingdon, Virginia. Our 
excursion train will depart the former N&W 
passenger station and climb Christiansburg 
Mountain then across the scenic highlands 
via Radford, Pulaski, Rural Retreat and 
Wytheville before arrival in Abingdon. There 
are lots of options on arrival including lunch 
at one of several restaurants, perhaps a visit 
to the local art gallery in the former station 
or even a visit to the famed Barter Theatre. 
The train will operate on to Bristol before 
returning, riders have the option of staying 
onboard for the additional ride.

On Sunday, November 6, 2011, this time 
we are bound for Bluefield, West Virginia, 
climbing Christiansburg Mountain, rolling 
along the New River Valley then climbing 
the grade into Bluefield. After a layover of 
several hours to experience the local sights, 
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Upcoming meetings/events

Regular Meeting Locations are at 
the O. Winston Link Museum.

April 21 - Chapter Meeting
May 3 - Board Meeting
May 14 - Rail Day, Roanoke, VMT, 

O. Winston Link Museum and Clifton 
Forge, C&OHS.

May 19 - Chapter Meeting
June 7 - Board Meeting
June 16 - Chapter Meeting
July 5 - Board Meeting
July 21 - Chapter Meeting
August 2 -Board Meeting
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sounds and food, passengers will board the 
train to return to Roanoke. Want to be a part 
of this historic event? We expect to have full 
information available sometime in mid sum-
mer. Send a stamped, self-addressed business 
sized envelope to:

Amtrak Excursions, Roanoke Chapter NRHS
P.O. Box 13222

Roanoke, VA 24032
Postal Service not quick enough? We’ll email 

out a PDF to all those on our mailing list just 
as soon as it is finalized for the printer.  
Just send an email with “2011 Amtrak 
Excursion” in the subject line to Terrapin66@
cox.net and we’ll send the PDF. We also expect 
to have information on our website: 

www.RoanokeNRHS.org 
Please note: these trips are tentative, and 

have not been approved by Amtrak or Norfolk 
Southern.


