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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one or has a new

birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. Bonnie is responsible for
Chapter cards and flowers and can be reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Thursday, July 18, 2002.

Please send articles, information and all exchange newsletters to: Kenney
Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-
2128.

Material For Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the Turntable

Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint articles from many
newspapers; a condensed, rewritten article crediting the source is acceptable.
We still need material on an ongoing basis. Please contribute!

70 Years Ago This Summer
by Ken Miller

Summer 1932.  The City of Roanoke noted its 50th Anniversary, there was lit-
tle to celebrate with the nationwide depression. Roanoke was a bit better off

than most, with ongoing employment by the N&W keeping dollars flowing
among the local merchants. Things were not as happy for the railroad. Business
on the N&W in 1931 was down 21% less than 1930, and the first two month of
1932 were, 20% less than the same two months of 1931. On May 18, 1932, Isaac
T. Mann passed away at his home in Washington, D.C. Those who are not famil-
iar with the name might recall the place named after him on the Virginian in
West Virginia; Itmann. Mann was an early financial leader and very involved in
a variety of coal companies and banks in the coal fields. On May 15, the
Birmingham Special’s route was changed to run over the N&W between
Lynchburg and Bristol, saving one hour and 20 minutes southbound and two
hours northbound via the former routing via the Southern mainline through
Atlanta. Excursion trains offered the N&W new ways to earn precious additional
revenue, special weekend fares were offered to entice travelers through Sept 3.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will hold its
next regular meeting on Thursday, July 18, 2002 at 7:30 pm. The meeting will be
held at the First Presbyterian Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal
Spring Avenue in Roanoke.

Our July program will be a video of excursion steam provided by Chad Jordan.

Meeting Notice
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Right and Below: It’s
not a birthday unless
there is a cake! Custom
decorated cake and
refreshments were
enjoyed by a number of
members and friends.
Kenney Kirkman photos

Left: The 522 and chapter caboose shows off
new paint. Time just ran out before the paint
could be fully finished on the caboose, and
without final paint, lettering was to be done
when the finish coats were completed. Brian
Crosier photo.

ebration was incorporated into our Spring Open
House and included the rededication of the
locomotive, Birthday cake, and rides behind 522
in the chapter's Norfolk and Western caboose.
Though not lettered, the caboose is back in red
and black and looked pretty sharp coupled to a
freshly repainted unit. On Sunday a number of
members of the N&W Historical Society visited
after the conclusion of their convention held in
Lynchburg. Norris Deyerley and Charlie Long of
the Blue Ridge Chapter were Convention Co-
Chairs and asked whether we could offer the
open house as an “unofficial” convention event
so that members could visit our archives and go
for rides on the train and in Richard Shell's
restored motor car No. 1411.

The event started a little late on Saturday due

to some of the crew being awake most or all of
the night to work with the Roanoke City
Department of Public Works repairing an 8"
water main that broke under one of our tracks
around 1 am. Around 1:30 a.m. a train crew was
organized and fired the 522 so we could pull
our cars off of the affected track to avoid the
track collapsing as the water undermined its
support structure. By 2:30 a.m. Alan Easome,
Chad Jordan and Brian Crosier has successfully
relocated the chapters two Norfolk and Western
Boxcars, N&W MofW tool car, Virginian Railway
gondola and the 1829 out of harms way. The
main fully ruptured spouting water several feet
in the air and leaving a hole that a crewman
could disappear within. By 8:30 am, The water
was finally shut off and by noon the pipe was
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Important Notice!

Please be sure to attend the July Chapter
meeting, if you possibly can, there is a mat-

ter of importance about a long term project the
Chapter may be involved in, the board has rec-
ommended this, and it will require the mem-
berships input and approval before continuing.

Mixed Freight - July
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Afew months ago, I reported that the year
2002 marks the 25th anniversary for The

North Carolina Transportation Museum in
Spencer, N.C. I mentioned that the NCTM will
be having special events to commemorate the
milestone. Without a doubt, the REAL BIG
events will occur during the weekend of
September 27th thru 29th. This is also the same
weekend as the annual Steamfest. The two
events are to be combined for a 3 day extrava-
ganza. If you can attend part or all the celebra-
tion, please do. For further info., log on to
nctrans.org or phone 704-636-2889. Railroads,
especially back when there were more than
what we have now, could be extremely competi-
tive, sometimes confrontational. In today's
transportation climate, cooperation is becoming
more of a way to conduct productive business
for all parties involved. CSX and Norfolk
Southern are working together to improve train
operations at CSX's Queensgate Yard in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Norfolk Southern has agreed
to contribute $6.9 million to a project that will
reduce choke points and improve velocity
throughout the city. Cincinnati is a real hotspot
in terms of train traffic with more than 100
trains entering and exiting the city every 24
hours. Norfolk Southern must use CSX tracks to
access it's facility via a number of hand thrown
switches at 10 miles per hour. If NS were to
construct it's own route to it's terminal, the cost
would be about $40 million. In addition to the
above mentioned $6.9 million, NS will also

invest $4.3 million this summer to upgrade sig-
nals and install power crossovers from CSX's
high iron into NS's yard. In 2003, Norfolk
Southern plans to invest an additional $2.6 mil-
lion in a project that will upgrade to CSX yard
tracks thru Cincinnati Union Terminal that sup-
ply the railroad with 2 additional high speed
tracks. If all of the above works out as planned,
this could lead to future partnerships between
the two railroads.

As during the past 20 plus years or so for
Memorial Day Weekend, I've again spent time
in the Altoona, PA area. By the time you read
this, it will be 3 years plus a few weeks since
Conrail was divided between NS and CSX.
Traffic was quite heavy during my 3 and a half
day visit. For example, from 6:30 pm. Friday
evening til 1:30 am. Saturday morning, I
observed 23 freight trains at a popular train
watching location next to the Altoona
Railroaders Memorial Museum. This does not
include what I probably missed during an hour
I was away to check in at the hotel and grab a
carryout MTO from Sheetz. Other observations
were as follows. Solid unit trains of gondolas
carrying steel slabs from eastern parts to west-
ern customers that under Conrail consisted of a
wide variety of gondolas from a wide variety of
railroads were not seen by me. These trains
now consist of all NS owned gondolas. Of all
the coal carrying trains and their empty coun-
terparts I observed, each consisted of mostly NS
Top Gons or NS hoppers with a sprinklin' of
Conrail cars. Others consisted entirely of ship-
per owned hopper cars. Most of the double
SD40-2 pusher sets were still dress blue. Only
one set was all NS black, No. 3344 & 3346.

I opened by column with a positive report on
a museum celebrating 25 years of railroad
equipment preservation. I will end this column
on a not so happy report concerning the
Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum. A few
years ago I reported on the museum's grand
opening and what it had to offer. I was
impressed to the point that I joined as a regular

An aside about time of day while travel-
ing through Indiana. Indiana does not
observe day light saving time. CSX, the
owner of the track over which the
Cardinal/Kentucky Cardinal runs however
observes daylight saving times over its total
system. Thus train crew time was always
one hour ahead of local time. Confusing?

At Indianapolis the train is broken into
two separate sections. The Cardinal contin-
ues on east to Washington, DC, the
Kentucky Cardinal turns south for
Jeffersonville. At Union Station the lead
two engines were cut off from the train
and the pin was pulled in front of the last
coach. The Cardinal then departed with
Engine # 17 pulling. Road Slug # 90368
and Engine #14 were then turned and
recoupled to Coach # 34055 and the three
boxes. While this was going on the north-
bound Kentucky Cardinal with Engines
#76 and # 512, Coach # 34098, and Boxes
# 70033 and # 71002 pulled into the sta-
tion.

The Kentucky Cardinal, while only need-
ing one engine, operates with two as there
is no wye or turn table at Jeffersonville to
turn the engine. Thus the engines are
hooked up back to back. At Jeffersonville
the engines run around the train. The
result of this maneuver, with the two
engines, is that the train still has a engine
cab pointing in the direction of travel.

Departure from Indianapolis involved a
number of forwarding and backings until
the correct track is reached to head south-
ward. This track, owned by the Louisville
and Indiana, ex Conrail, ex Pennsylvania, is
in poor condition and maximum train
speed is 30 MPH. The L&I is supposed to be

getting a federal grant to upgrade their
track but the money has not arrived yet.
We did, however, reach Jeffersonville at
0635 an hour and half before scheduled
arrival.

The Kentucky Cardinal is actually a throw
back to the day’s of mail trains. While it is
not fast the purpose of the Kentucky
Cardinal is over night delivery of mail from
Chicago to Louisville, thus the boxcars. The
passenger coach is but an added thought to
produce revenue. The train delivered 37
passengers to the suburban shelter, that
serves as the Jeffersonville unmanned
depot. The depot is located on the east
edge of the L&I’s yard.

Rail Day at Lynchburg’s City
Cemetery

Learn more about Lynchburg's remarkable
railroad history as we walk to the gravesites

of railroad employees and victims of railroad
accidents buried throughout the Cemetery. The
tour ends at our new Station House Museum,
an 1898 C&O Standard Station, reconstructed in
the Cemetery from its original location at
Stapleton, Amherst County. Enjoy live, old-time
railroad music during the Open House!

Web: http://www.gravegarden.org
E-mail: occ@gravegarden.org

Saturday, August 3, 2002
Cemetery Tour: 10:00 a.m.

(Meet at Cemetery Gatehouse)
Open House at Station:

11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Come for one or both parts!

Happy 40th Birthday
by Bill Mason and Brian Crosier

On June 22 and 23, the Roanoke Chapter
NRHS celebrated the 40th birthday of our

EMD GP 30 No. 522 built in June 1962. The cel-
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sengers.
We had our evening meal at the 1730 set-

ting, during the run over the uneven track.
Our dinner companions were two YMCA
administrators returning from the
“Ys”annual convention. The YMCA people
had shrimp gumbo and stuffed pork chops
while Mary Ann had blackened catfish and
I had steak. None of us had a complaint
about our food. It arrived quickly, cooked
as requested, and presented on the plate in
a pleasing manner. The meal was among
the best I have eaten on the train.
Amazingly the waiters dropped no food as
the train lunged and swayed.

I was run out of the lounge car after the
meal thanks to two movies being shown
back to back (1900 to 2300) at full volume;
“Miss Congeniality” and “Castaway”. I
returned to the observation car at 2300 as
Mary Ann went to sleep. I had as a goal to
stay awake until we had crossed the Ohio
River at Cairo, Illinois. This we did at 0200;
the view was worth the wait. A tow boat
with its barges was making its way under
the bridge as we crossed.

A word about our car host, Tommy. He
was a jewel of a car host. He laid out a
spread of soft drinks, juices, bottled water,
and coffee complimented by fruit and
some junk food. He was always ready to
help out but let you know what were the
limits of behavior on his car.

The IC track side detectors, I know its
now CN track but the detectors said IC,
would identify themselves, as the train
entered their territory, by giving their mile
post and direction of train travel. Once the
train had cleared the area they gave their
mile post, the defect status, length, speed,

and axles of the train, plus temperature,
and a safety message. While the detector
always gave the number of our trains axles
as 40, the length of the train as reported
varied between 865 and 899 feet. Thus I
am assuming the reports of track speeds of
as high a 83 MPH were in error.

After a stay in the Chicago area which
included visits to Rochelle and Union, plus
a ride on all the Chicago Transit Authority’s
electric lines, we boarded the combined
Cardinal/Kentucky Cardinal on Saturday for
the return to Louisville, Kentucky. The
Louisville depot is not in that city but
Jeffersonville, Indiana, on the other side of
the Ohio River. The train as it pulled con-
sisted of Engine # 14, Road Slug # 90368,
Engine # 17, Baggage Car # 1728, Sleepers
# 32073 and # 32042, Dinner # 38006,
Lounge Car # 33021, Coach Smoking Car #
31513 (former Coach Baggage Car), Coaches
# 34020, # 34049, and # 34055, and Boxes
#70013, # 71091, and # 70042. Road Slug
# 90368 is former F4OPH #368. It has had
its engine removed and a door cut into its
side for loading baggage. These slugs are
called “Cabbage Patches” by their crew as a
result of Amtrak designating them as
Cab/Baggage cars.

We pulled 15 minutes late, at 1945, from
Chicago as we had to sit and wait for lug-
gage from the Southwest Chief to be trans-
ferred to our train. We had made up this
time by Rensselaer, Indiana but from there
to Lafayette, Indiana we had to run at
restricted speed due to the signal system
being down. The train was thus 30 minutes
late into Lafayette. The train crew was
unable to make up this time before we
reached Indianapolis, Indiana.

card carrying member. I don't know whether
the museum is facing a political and or manage-
rial problem, but as of the past several months,
a huge line of credit has been maxed out. Staff
has been reduced. All but one board member
has resigned. City taxes have not been paid and
vendors are owed $260,000. Since the facility at
Horseshoe Curve is part of ARMM, it too is
effected and may close in the near future. It
will probably be turned over the The National
Park Service. We can forget about that vegeta-
tion removal and trimming project that has
been followed up within this column numerous
times. The museum itself may close by
autumn. If you are at all interested in paying
the ARMM a visit and have been putting it off, I
would suggest that you not put it off any
longer. Since ARMM is a major organizer for the
annual Altoona Railfest in early October, that
event may not be possible this year.

RAIL DAYS At Spencer
by Kenney Kirkman

On Saturday, April 27th, 2002 I attended the
annual RAIL DAYS event at the North

Carolina Transportation Museum at Spencer,
N.C. I had originally planned to go on the

Roanoke Chapter outing to Elkins and ride the
West Virginia Central Railroad during the week-
end of April 27th and 28th, but work prevented
me from joining those Roanoke Chapter mem-
bers who participated in the West Virginia
events.

A crowd of several thousand attended the
events at Spencer on Saturday, April 27th. The
weather was much cooler than during past RAIL
DAYS which were held during the summer
months, and skies on the 27th were mostly
clear for much of the day.

Two diesel powered passenger specials, pow-
ered by Southern Railway FP7 No. 6133 and
EMD unit No. 6900, and a caboose train, led by
former Graham County Shay Engine No. 1925,
operated continuously from 9:00 am., until 4:45
pm., hauling numerous passengers.

About 1 pm., a whistle blowing contest for
those folks ages 3 to 103 was held on board
Shay Engine 1925, with Roanoke Chapter
Member Chad Jordan and his niece, Kaylen
Jordan, winning the contest for their respective
age groups. On hand to witness the winners
were Randy and Joyce Jordan, the parents of
Chad Jordan. Another Roanoke Chapter mem-
ber seen during the days events at Spencer on
the 27th was Doug André. If any other Chapter

members were on hand
we apologize here for not
mentioning your name,
but it is because we did-
n't see you.

Other events conduct-
ed at RAIL DAYS were a
Train Pull contest featur-
ing two locals groups
attempting to pull FP7
Engine 6133 with a rope
for several feet, perfor-
mances by the
Buckingham Lining Bar
Gang, rides aboard
Norfolk and Western GP9
No. 620 and Atlantic

Shay 1925 awaits passengers at Spencer.
Kenney Kirman photo
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Coast Line E3 Engine No. 501, a railroadiana
show held inside the restored roundhouse,
rides aboard the turntable, and opportunities to
climb on board one of Norfolk Southern's
newest locomotives that emphasized Operation
Lifesaver.

This was my first visit to Spencer in about 6
years, and we were very impressed with all the
work that had taken place since our last visit. If
you haven't been to Spencer, make plans to
attend future events at the North Carolina
Transportation Museum. It will be well worth
your time and effort.

Passenger Train Update
by Gary Ballard

There is good news coming from Capitol
Hill, and if the passenger train were a

customer at a health-food store, the clerk
behind the counter just came forth with
the right jar of vitamins.

The Senate Appropriations Committee on
May 23rd, voted to give Amtrak $55 million
for security and equipment repair mea-
sures. It is part of a 3.1 billion dollar emer-
gency supplemental funding bill. The news
comes as national railroad magazines were
reporting that things looked slim for
Amtrak it does look slim, but there is rea-
son to start thinking that things are about
to get better. Amtrak’s new boss, David
L.Gunn, is eager to start the rebuilding of
the ailing passenger carrier. He is also eager
to show Congress that Amtrak is worth sav-
ing, and he is reaching out to. some of
Amtrak’s biggest critics. The current emer-
gency supplemental funding bill is the first
step of many good ones to come.

Under the plan, Amtrak would spend $20
million to repair and to return to revenue-
service C the part that interested law mak-

ers) 56 damaged cars. The plan calls for the
money to have the equipment ready for
use within the next 12 to 18 months. This
will return to service, the Auto-Train cars
that were damaged recently. There are cars
from wrecks of several years back, that now
will get repairable attention. That means
more ways to make money, the tender-
nerve” of Congress right now. Another $23
million will be used for equipment over-
hauls, which have been deferred. The need
01 security these days is a costly thing, the
emergency funding bill would also provide
$12 million on top of the $5 million in fed-
eral funds recently provided to Amtrak for
security reimbursements.

Meanwhile, David Gunn has been busy
since he took his new job on May 15th, lay-
ing out a new rebuilding plan for Amtrak.
Daily he has kept the work force informed
on what is going on, through printed
updates. The Washington Post is reporting
the news as fast as it comes. Gunn’s first
report was that Amtrak is in far worse
financial shape than he expected.
According to the Post’s story, the more he
looked, the more troublesome Amtrak’s
confusing accounting practices seemed to
be. Thus, he announced that the company
will have to shut down in July if it doesn’t
get $200 million in the form of a loan
against the big-money that Congress is to
give in the month of October. Law makers
are to appropriate $1.2 billion in October to
keep the rail carrier going next fiscal year.

Gunn also knew that Congress and
Amtrak haven’t been the best of buddies,
mainly because the company has always
asked for mega bucks... in what Gunn did
next was a showing that he knew that the

times as a train in its own right, in several sec-
tions; and sometimes as several trains, com-
bined over portions of the route. Obviously
major switching was needed at Ogden and
Omaha, as routes diverged and trains were
combined, and diners were exchanged.
Switching was also done at other points as
some coaches and sleepers traveled over only a
portion of the route. Several summaries and
sidebars help make this clear. The equipment
made available to the pools is also identified in
sidebars.  

A lot of information is packed into this book.
It provides a very interesting view of a major
inter-line passenger operation over a period of
decades.  It is all presented with a good balance
of well-written text and helpful illustrations.
It's a good read.

John Austen

Riding The City of New Orleans
and The Kentucky Cardinal

by Charles H Bogart

Anotice on the Amtrak web site of 30
percent fare discounts and a Southwest

Airline newspaper ad offering two for one
fare to New Orleans had Mary Ann and me
planning a trip from Frankfort to the
Windy City via the Crescent City. On June
30 we drove to Louisville to catch our plane
to New Orleans. Our arrival time in New
Orleans would not allow us to board that
day’s train. Serendipitous this allowed me
to see the Saturday City of New Orleans
running northward, past the New Orleans
airport, as we came in to land.

We were able to get July rates at our hotel
in the French Quarters, 50 per cent off reg-
ular rates. Saturday evening was spent rid-
ing the St. Charles Street and River Front
Streetcars, plus a visit to Pat O’Brian and
Preservation Hall; Sunday morning we vis-

ited the D-Day Museum. Then it was off to
the train station for a 1405 pull. The New
Orleans Amtrak Station also serves the
Greyhound Bus line. The City that day was
made up of Engine # 18, Baggage Car #
1752, Transit Sleeper # 39033, Sleepers #
32033 and # 32034, Dinner # 38061,
Coaches # 34064 and # 31538, Lounge Car
# 33010, and Coach Baggage Car # 31026.
We had an economy room in sleeper #
39033. I, unlike Mary Ann, spent little time
in our room but instead rode in the lounge
car. I had brought my scanner so was able
to listen to the train traffic for the whole
run.

The City pulled on time, 1355, but imme-
diately slowed to a crawl as the signal was
against us. The result was that we were 15
minutes late out of our first station stop,
Hammond, Louisiana. We would only get
back on schedule at Memphis. At McComb,
Mississippi, our second stop, we neither
picked up nor left anyone off. We would
also fail to pick up or drop off passengers
at Fulton, Kentucky. The Jackson,
Mississippi, depot furnished 30 some pas-
sengers for the train, but the depot build-
ing windows lacked glass and the doors
were missing.

The track from Yazoo City to Memphis
was without a doubt the roughest track I
have ever traveled over. It was the first
time I have ever heard Amtrak make an
announcement that suggested people
remain in their seats, and if they walked in
the aisles to hold on to something. We,
however, traveled this track at 79 MPH;
how we stayed on the track I have no idea.
I was surprised we were not met by ambu-
lances at Memphis to take off injured pas-
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Book Review
by John Austen

Union Pacific's Challenger: 
An Unusual Passenger Train-1935-1971

by Patrick C. Dorin; 
TLC Publishing 2001; 8-1/2" x 11",

72 pp. + viii; soft cover; $19.95.  Available
from Classic Motorbooks Catalog, toll free(800)

826-6600, the MBI website:
www.motorbooks.com, TLC Publishing and your

favorite bookseller.  

Norfolk and Western
had a part in this

popular train, operated
by the Union Pacific (in
conjunction primarily
with C&NW, SP, and
Milwaukee Road).  The
Wabash became part of
Norfolk and Western
in 1964.  N&W con-
tributed cars in the
Union Pacific armour

yellow paint scheme for the City of St. Louis
(St. Louis to Los Angeles), which was combined
with the City of Los Angeles-Challenger during
the final years of the 1960's and lasting to the
creation of Amtrak.  Wabash also had handled
some cars from the San Francisco Challenger in
earlier times (1935 to 1947); these 16-section
sleepers operated in Wabash trains 11 and 14
between Omaha and St. Louis, and on the San
Francisco Challenger between Omaha and
Oakland.      

The book is presented in seven chapters.
The first is "A New Concept in Rail Travel",
introducing the depression-era challenges faced
by the Union Pacific (and all railroads), and the
innovative marketing and service ploy the UP
developed in response. The new train included
coaches exclusively for women and children
and staffed with a registered nurse. The RN
also served as a stewardess to assist with for-
mula preparation, besides being available in

case of injury or illness. The diner provided an
economical meal service, announced personally
by the steward in each car (at first) and suc-
ceeding so well that the diner actually made a
profit for the railroad!  

The next several chapters discuss the succes-
sion of equipment upgrades: modernized
heavyweight cars, streamliners, domeliners,
and motive power. The final chapter presents
eleven pages of full-color photographs covering
"The Challenger Inside and Out in Color".
Over a hundred black and white photos accom-
pany the text of the other chapters, illustrating
everything from locomotives and cars to menus
and brochures.  There is a good close-up shot of
a breakfast setting from the 1930's, but the later
(streamline-era) diner shots are too general to
show details of china and silver. The photos
work well with the text to show the evolution
of features over the years.  

The text flows very well and includes several
summaries of consists at different times, as
well as doing a very good job of outlining train
operations. Anyone who thinks passenger
trains never do any switching will be readily
disabused of that misconception. We are shown
the routings of cars and the combining of trains
from day to day, as well as evolutions over time
(seasonal changes, and responses to changing
traffic patterns from war and competing
modes). The Challenger was primarily a UP
train, but was run with pooled equipment from
lines over which it traveled.  The Chicago con-
nection (C&NW, or later Milwaukee Road) pro-
vided some equipment for all trains (to San
Francisco, Los Angeles and Portland). The
Southern Pacific provided some equipment to
the pool for the San Francisco Challenger, as
well as operating their own coaches over their
own line for local travel between Ogden and
Oakland. Each road provided diners over their
own section. The Wabash (later the N&W) con-
tributed to the pool for the St. Louis connec-
tion. The Challenger ran in many modes:
sometimes as a section of another train; some-

“Golden Goose” was about to dry up, that
there was a need to fix up some broken
fences first.

As the new boss prepared to show
Amtrak’s board of directors, his new reorga-
nization plan, he sent off a personal letter
to Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) who is
Amtrak’s biggest critic on Capitol Hill. This
letter was sent Thursday, June 6.

In the letter, Gunn told McCain he is
going to reduce the number of Amtrak vice-
presidents from 84 to 20, adding that the
company’s failures can be spread around. A
policy of openness will take place, and that
the public will be able to see where the
money is going, in detailed monthly
updates. The Post printed many quotes
from Gunn in his letter.. .telling McCain ,”
For the past few years, Amtrak pretended it
was on a glide path to self sufficiency and
maintained that fiction far too long.”

He also said Congress was wrong in
expecting Amtrak to be free of financial
support from Capitol Hill...” No passenger
railroad system in the world operates with-
out some form of public support. Why
Congress thought Amtrak could somehow
become free of public support escapes me.

The letter was honest as Gunn appeared
to sit down and lay his intent on the
line...” This is not a way to run a railroad
and not the way I will run the railroad. Too
many happy words have hidden some very
dismal financial results.”

The next day, with Amtrak’s board of
directors approval of the company’s reorga-
nization plan, Gunn was about to get a
reply from Sen. John McCain. The world
and the Washington Post listened as
Amtrak’s biggest enemy on The Hill made a

surprising turn...
“I found your letter to me regarding

Amtrak’s condition and how the company
has been managed in recent years surpris-
ingly refreshing” McCain wrote.

I applaud your decision to initiate a new
policy of openness concerning Amtrak’s
finances,” the Senator added. He noted one
of the many dislikes leveled at Amtrak has
been it’s reluctance to release basic infor-
mation about where the money was going.

McCain praised Gunn’s candor on the sit-
uation and said he will ask for a Senate
committee hearing on how to avert a shut-
down of passenger train service. Post staff
writer Don Phillips last line in his story
was, “ WOW! I think we’ve all just wit-
nessed a miracle!

As this news went around Washington
like a bolt of lightning, my new boss laid
out his next memo, giving details of his
restructuring plan. He took two pages in
describing all of this. He told us of car and
locomotive departments that currently hav-
ing one president and eight vice presi-
dents. His new plan will give that same
department a crew of five! Continuing his
candor (which by the way is gaining admi-
ration of many) He finished the memo...

“unfortunately, I did not have time to
hire consultants to tell us what to do, so
we are doing this on our own.”

The month of July will no doubt have in
it, the deciding factor of the future for
Amtrak. Already something has appeared
that tells us a more traditional and sensible
way of running a railroad is about to come.
All eyes and ears are open.
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Union Pacific's Challenger: 
An Unusual Passenger Train-1935-1971

by Patrick C. Dorin; 
TLC Publishing 2001; 8-1/2" x 11",

72 pp. + viii; soft cover; $19.95.  Available
from Classic Motorbooks Catalog, toll free(800)

826-6600, the MBI website:
www.motorbooks.com, TLC Publishing and your

favorite bookseller.  

Norfolk and Western
had a part in this

popular train, operated
by the Union Pacific (in
conjunction primarily
with C&NW, SP, and
Milwaukee Road).  The
Wabash became part of
Norfolk and Western
in 1964.  N&W con-
tributed cars in the
Union Pacific armour

yellow paint scheme for the City of St. Louis
(St. Louis to Los Angeles), which was combined
with the City of Los Angeles-Challenger during
the final years of the 1960's and lasting to the
creation of Amtrak.  Wabash also had handled
some cars from the San Francisco Challenger in
earlier times (1935 to 1947); these 16-section
sleepers operated in Wabash trains 11 and 14
between Omaha and St. Louis, and on the San
Francisco Challenger between Omaha and
Oakland.      

The book is presented in seven chapters.
The first is "A New Concept in Rail Travel",
introducing the depression-era challenges faced
by the Union Pacific (and all railroads), and the
innovative marketing and service ploy the UP
developed in response. The new train included
coaches exclusively for women and children
and staffed with a registered nurse. The RN
also served as a stewardess to assist with for-
mula preparation, besides being available in

case of injury or illness. The diner provided an
economical meal service, announced personally
by the steward in each car (at first) and suc-
ceeding so well that the diner actually made a
profit for the railroad!  

The next several chapters discuss the succes-
sion of equipment upgrades: modernized
heavyweight cars, streamliners, domeliners,
and motive power. The final chapter presents
eleven pages of full-color photographs covering
"The Challenger Inside and Out in Color".
Over a hundred black and white photos accom-
pany the text of the other chapters, illustrating
everything from locomotives and cars to menus
and brochures.  There is a good close-up shot of
a breakfast setting from the 1930's, but the later
(streamline-era) diner shots are too general to
show details of china and silver. The photos
work well with the text to show the evolution
of features over the years.  

The text flows very well and includes several
summaries of consists at different times, as
well as doing a very good job of outlining train
operations. Anyone who thinks passenger
trains never do any switching will be readily
disabused of that misconception. We are shown
the routings of cars and the combining of trains
from day to day, as well as evolutions over time
(seasonal changes, and responses to changing
traffic patterns from war and competing
modes). The Challenger was primarily a UP
train, but was run with pooled equipment from
lines over which it traveled.  The Chicago con-
nection (C&NW, or later Milwaukee Road) pro-
vided some equipment for all trains (to San
Francisco, Los Angeles and Portland). The
Southern Pacific provided some equipment to
the pool for the San Francisco Challenger, as
well as operating their own coaches over their
own line for local travel between Ogden and
Oakland. Each road provided diners over their
own section. The Wabash (later the N&W) con-
tributed to the pool for the St. Louis connec-
tion. The Challenger ran in many modes:
sometimes as a section of another train; some-

“Golden Goose” was about to dry up, that
there was a need to fix up some broken
fences first.

As the new boss prepared to show
Amtrak’s board of directors, his new reorga-
nization plan, he sent off a personal letter
to Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.) who is
Amtrak’s biggest critic on Capitol Hill. This
letter was sent Thursday, June 6.

In the letter, Gunn told McCain he is
going to reduce the number of Amtrak vice-
presidents from 84 to 20, adding that the
company’s failures can be spread around. A
policy of openness will take place, and that
the public will be able to see where the
money is going, in detailed monthly
updates. The Post printed many quotes
from Gunn in his letter.. .telling McCain ,”
For the past few years, Amtrak pretended it
was on a glide path to self sufficiency and
maintained that fiction far too long.”

He also said Congress was wrong in
expecting Amtrak to be free of financial
support from Capitol Hill...” No passenger
railroad system in the world operates with-
out some form of public support. Why
Congress thought Amtrak could somehow
become free of public support escapes me.

The letter was honest as Gunn appeared
to sit down and lay his intent on the
line...” This is not a way to run a railroad
and not the way I will run the railroad. Too
many happy words have hidden some very
dismal financial results.”

The next day, with Amtrak’s board of
directors approval of the company’s reorga-
nization plan, Gunn was about to get a
reply from Sen. John McCain. The world
and the Washington Post listened as
Amtrak’s biggest enemy on The Hill made a

surprising turn...
“I found your letter to me regarding

Amtrak’s condition and how the company
has been managed in recent years surpris-
ingly refreshing” McCain wrote.

I applaud your decision to initiate a new
policy of openness concerning Amtrak’s
finances,” the Senator added. He noted one
of the many dislikes leveled at Amtrak has
been it’s reluctance to release basic infor-
mation about where the money was going.

McCain praised Gunn’s candor on the sit-
uation and said he will ask for a Senate
committee hearing on how to avert a shut-
down of passenger train service. Post staff
writer Don Phillips last line in his story
was, “ WOW! I think we’ve all just wit-
nessed a miracle!

As this news went around Washington
like a bolt of lightning, my new boss laid
out his next memo, giving details of his
restructuring plan. He took two pages in
describing all of this. He told us of car and
locomotive departments that currently hav-
ing one president and eight vice presi-
dents. His new plan will give that same
department a crew of five! Continuing his
candor (which by the way is gaining admi-
ration of many) He finished the memo...

“unfortunately, I did not have time to
hire consultants to tell us what to do, so
we are doing this on our own.”

The month of July will no doubt have in
it, the deciding factor of the future for
Amtrak. Already something has appeared
that tells us a more traditional and sensible
way of running a railroad is about to come.
All eyes and ears are open.
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Coast Line E3 Engine No. 501, a railroadiana
show held inside the restored roundhouse,
rides aboard the turntable, and opportunities to
climb on board one of Norfolk Southern's
newest locomotives that emphasized Operation
Lifesaver.

This was my first visit to Spencer in about 6
years, and we were very impressed with all the
work that had taken place since our last visit. If
you haven't been to Spencer, make plans to
attend future events at the North Carolina
Transportation Museum. It will be well worth
your time and effort.

Passenger Train Update
by Gary Ballard

There is good news coming from Capitol
Hill, and if the passenger train were a

customer at a health-food store, the clerk
behind the counter just came forth with
the right jar of vitamins.

The Senate Appropriations Committee on
May 23rd, voted to give Amtrak $55 million
for security and equipment repair mea-
sures. It is part of a 3.1 billion dollar emer-
gency supplemental funding bill. The news
comes as national railroad magazines were
reporting that things looked slim for
Amtrak it does look slim, but there is rea-
son to start thinking that things are about
to get better. Amtrak’s new boss, David
L.Gunn, is eager to start the rebuilding of
the ailing passenger carrier. He is also eager
to show Congress that Amtrak is worth sav-
ing, and he is reaching out to. some of
Amtrak’s biggest critics. The current emer-
gency supplemental funding bill is the first
step of many good ones to come.

Under the plan, Amtrak would spend $20
million to repair and to return to revenue-
service C the part that interested law mak-

ers) 56 damaged cars. The plan calls for the
money to have the equipment ready for
use within the next 12 to 18 months. This
will return to service, the Auto-Train cars
that were damaged recently. There are cars
from wrecks of several years back, that now
will get repairable attention. That means
more ways to make money, the tender-
nerve” of Congress right now. Another $23
million will be used for equipment over-
hauls, which have been deferred. The need
01 security these days is a costly thing, the
emergency funding bill would also provide
$12 million on top of the $5 million in fed-
eral funds recently provided to Amtrak for
security reimbursements.

Meanwhile, David Gunn has been busy
since he took his new job on May 15th, lay-
ing out a new rebuilding plan for Amtrak.
Daily he has kept the work force informed
on what is going on, through printed
updates. The Washington Post is reporting
the news as fast as it comes. Gunn’s first
report was that Amtrak is in far worse
financial shape than he expected.
According to the Post’s story, the more he
looked, the more troublesome Amtrak’s
confusing accounting practices seemed to
be. Thus, he announced that the company
will have to shut down in July if it doesn’t
get $200 million in the form of a loan
against the big-money that Congress is to
give in the month of October. Law makers
are to appropriate $1.2 billion in October to
keep the rail carrier going next fiscal year.

Gunn also knew that Congress and
Amtrak haven’t been the best of buddies,
mainly because the company has always
asked for mega bucks... in what Gunn did
next was a showing that he knew that the

times as a train in its own right, in several sec-
tions; and sometimes as several trains, com-
bined over portions of the route. Obviously
major switching was needed at Ogden and
Omaha, as routes diverged and trains were
combined, and diners were exchanged.
Switching was also done at other points as
some coaches and sleepers traveled over only a
portion of the route. Several summaries and
sidebars help make this clear. The equipment
made available to the pools is also identified in
sidebars.  

A lot of information is packed into this book.
It provides a very interesting view of a major
inter-line passenger operation over a period of
decades.  It is all presented with a good balance
of well-written text and helpful illustrations.
It's a good read.

John Austen

Riding The City of New Orleans
and The Kentucky Cardinal

by Charles H Bogart

Anotice on the Amtrak web site of 30
percent fare discounts and a Southwest

Airline newspaper ad offering two for one
fare to New Orleans had Mary Ann and me
planning a trip from Frankfort to the
Windy City via the Crescent City. On June
30 we drove to Louisville to catch our plane
to New Orleans. Our arrival time in New
Orleans would not allow us to board that
day’s train. Serendipitous this allowed me
to see the Saturday City of New Orleans
running northward, past the New Orleans
airport, as we came in to land.

We were able to get July rates at our hotel
in the French Quarters, 50 per cent off reg-
ular rates. Saturday evening was spent rid-
ing the St. Charles Street and River Front
Streetcars, plus a visit to Pat O’Brian and
Preservation Hall; Sunday morning we vis-

ited the D-Day Museum. Then it was off to
the train station for a 1405 pull. The New
Orleans Amtrak Station also serves the
Greyhound Bus line. The City that day was
made up of Engine # 18, Baggage Car #
1752, Transit Sleeper # 39033, Sleepers #
32033 and # 32034, Dinner # 38061,
Coaches # 34064 and # 31538, Lounge Car
# 33010, and Coach Baggage Car # 31026.
We had an economy room in sleeper #
39033. I, unlike Mary Ann, spent little time
in our room but instead rode in the lounge
car. I had brought my scanner so was able
to listen to the train traffic for the whole
run.

The City pulled on time, 1355, but imme-
diately slowed to a crawl as the signal was
against us. The result was that we were 15
minutes late out of our first station stop,
Hammond, Louisiana. We would only get
back on schedule at Memphis. At McComb,
Mississippi, our second stop, we neither
picked up nor left anyone off. We would
also fail to pick up or drop off passengers
at Fulton, Kentucky. The Jackson,
Mississippi, depot furnished 30 some pas-
sengers for the train, but the depot build-
ing windows lacked glass and the doors
were missing.

The track from Yazoo City to Memphis
was without a doubt the roughest track I
have ever traveled over. It was the first
time I have ever heard Amtrak make an
announcement that suggested people
remain in their seats, and if they walked in
the aisles to hold on to something. We,
however, traveled this track at 79 MPH;
how we stayed on the track I have no idea.
I was surprised we were not met by ambu-
lances at Memphis to take off injured pas-
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sengers.
We had our evening meal at the 1730 set-

ting, during the run over the uneven track.
Our dinner companions were two YMCA
administrators returning from the
“Ys”annual convention. The YMCA people
had shrimp gumbo and stuffed pork chops
while Mary Ann had blackened catfish and
I had steak. None of us had a complaint
about our food. It arrived quickly, cooked
as requested, and presented on the plate in
a pleasing manner. The meal was among
the best I have eaten on the train.
Amazingly the waiters dropped no food as
the train lunged and swayed.

I was run out of the lounge car after the
meal thanks to two movies being shown
back to back (1900 to 2300) at full volume;
“Miss Congeniality” and “Castaway”. I
returned to the observation car at 2300 as
Mary Ann went to sleep. I had as a goal to
stay awake until we had crossed the Ohio
River at Cairo, Illinois. This we did at 0200;
the view was worth the wait. A tow boat
with its barges was making its way under
the bridge as we crossed.

A word about our car host, Tommy. He
was a jewel of a car host. He laid out a
spread of soft drinks, juices, bottled water,
and coffee complimented by fruit and
some junk food. He was always ready to
help out but let you know what were the
limits of behavior on his car.

The IC track side detectors, I know its
now CN track but the detectors said IC,
would identify themselves, as the train
entered their territory, by giving their mile
post and direction of train travel. Once the
train had cleared the area they gave their
mile post, the defect status, length, speed,

and axles of the train, plus temperature,
and a safety message. While the detector
always gave the number of our trains axles
as 40, the length of the train as reported
varied between 865 and 899 feet. Thus I
am assuming the reports of track speeds of
as high a 83 MPH were in error.

After a stay in the Chicago area which
included visits to Rochelle and Union, plus
a ride on all the Chicago Transit Authority’s
electric lines, we boarded the combined
Cardinal/Kentucky Cardinal on Saturday for
the return to Louisville, Kentucky. The
Louisville depot is not in that city but
Jeffersonville, Indiana, on the other side of
the Ohio River. The train as it pulled con-
sisted of Engine # 14, Road Slug # 90368,
Engine # 17, Baggage Car # 1728, Sleepers
# 32073 and # 32042, Dinner # 38006,
Lounge Car # 33021, Coach Smoking Car #
31513 (former Coach Baggage Car), Coaches
# 34020, # 34049, and # 34055, and Boxes
#70013, # 71091, and # 70042. Road Slug
# 90368 is former F4OPH #368. It has had
its engine removed and a door cut into its
side for loading baggage. These slugs are
called “Cabbage Patches” by their crew as a
result of Amtrak designating them as
Cab/Baggage cars.

We pulled 15 minutes late, at 1945, from
Chicago as we had to sit and wait for lug-
gage from the Southwest Chief to be trans-
ferred to our train. We had made up this
time by Rensselaer, Indiana but from there
to Lafayette, Indiana we had to run at
restricted speed due to the signal system
being down. The train was thus 30 minutes
late into Lafayette. The train crew was
unable to make up this time before we
reached Indianapolis, Indiana.

card carrying member. I don't know whether
the museum is facing a political and or manage-
rial problem, but as of the past several months,
a huge line of credit has been maxed out. Staff
has been reduced. All but one board member
has resigned. City taxes have not been paid and
vendors are owed $260,000. Since the facility at
Horseshoe Curve is part of ARMM, it too is
effected and may close in the near future. It
will probably be turned over the The National
Park Service. We can forget about that vegeta-
tion removal and trimming project that has
been followed up within this column numerous
times. The museum itself may close by
autumn. If you are at all interested in paying
the ARMM a visit and have been putting it off, I
would suggest that you not put it off any
longer. Since ARMM is a major organizer for the
annual Altoona Railfest in early October, that
event may not be possible this year.

RAIL DAYS At Spencer
by Kenney Kirkman

On Saturday, April 27th, 2002 I attended the
annual RAIL DAYS event at the North

Carolina Transportation Museum at Spencer,
N.C. I had originally planned to go on the

Roanoke Chapter outing to Elkins and ride the
West Virginia Central Railroad during the week-
end of April 27th and 28th, but work prevented
me from joining those Roanoke Chapter mem-
bers who participated in the West Virginia
events.

A crowd of several thousand attended the
events at Spencer on Saturday, April 27th. The
weather was much cooler than during past RAIL
DAYS which were held during the summer
months, and skies on the 27th were mostly
clear for much of the day.

Two diesel powered passenger specials, pow-
ered by Southern Railway FP7 No. 6133 and
EMD unit No. 6900, and a caboose train, led by
former Graham County Shay Engine No. 1925,
operated continuously from 9:00 am., until 4:45
pm., hauling numerous passengers.

About 1 pm., a whistle blowing contest for
those folks ages 3 to 103 was held on board
Shay Engine 1925, with Roanoke Chapter
Member Chad Jordan and his niece, Kaylen
Jordan, winning the contest for their respective
age groups. On hand to witness the winners
were Randy and Joyce Jordan, the parents of
Chad Jordan. Another Roanoke Chapter mem-
ber seen during the days events at Spencer on
the 27th was Doug André. If any other Chapter

members were on hand
we apologize here for not
mentioning your name,
but it is because we did-
n't see you.

Other events conduct-
ed at RAIL DAYS were a
Train Pull contest featur-
ing two locals groups
attempting to pull FP7
Engine 6133 with a rope
for several feet, perfor-
mances by the
Buckingham Lining Bar
Gang, rides aboard
Norfolk and Western GP9
No. 620 and Atlantic

Shay 1925 awaits passengers at Spencer.
Kenney Kirman photo
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Important Notice!

Please be sure to attend the July Chapter
meeting, if you possibly can, there is a mat-

ter of importance about a long term project the
Chapter may be involved in, the board has rec-
ommended this, and it will require the mem-
berships input and approval before continuing.

Mixed Freight - July
by Mr. Robin R. Shavers

Afew months ago, I reported that the year
2002 marks the 25th anniversary for The

North Carolina Transportation Museum in
Spencer, N.C. I mentioned that the NCTM will
be having special events to commemorate the
milestone. Without a doubt, the REAL BIG
events will occur during the weekend of
September 27th thru 29th. This is also the same
weekend as the annual Steamfest. The two
events are to be combined for a 3 day extrava-
ganza. If you can attend part or all the celebra-
tion, please do. For further info., log on to
nctrans.org or phone 704-636-2889. Railroads,
especially back when there were more than
what we have now, could be extremely competi-
tive, sometimes confrontational. In today's
transportation climate, cooperation is becoming
more of a way to conduct productive business
for all parties involved. CSX and Norfolk
Southern are working together to improve train
operations at CSX's Queensgate Yard in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Norfolk Southern has agreed
to contribute $6.9 million to a project that will
reduce choke points and improve velocity
throughout the city. Cincinnati is a real hotspot
in terms of train traffic with more than 100
trains entering and exiting the city every 24
hours. Norfolk Southern must use CSX tracks to
access it's facility via a number of hand thrown
switches at 10 miles per hour. If NS were to
construct it's own route to it's terminal, the cost
would be about $40 million. In addition to the
above mentioned $6.9 million, NS will also

invest $4.3 million this summer to upgrade sig-
nals and install power crossovers from CSX's
high iron into NS's yard. In 2003, Norfolk
Southern plans to invest an additional $2.6 mil-
lion in a project that will upgrade to CSX yard
tracks thru Cincinnati Union Terminal that sup-
ply the railroad with 2 additional high speed
tracks. If all of the above works out as planned,
this could lead to future partnerships between
the two railroads.

As during the past 20 plus years or so for
Memorial Day Weekend, I've again spent time
in the Altoona, PA area. By the time you read
this, it will be 3 years plus a few weeks since
Conrail was divided between NS and CSX.
Traffic was quite heavy during my 3 and a half
day visit. For example, from 6:30 pm. Friday
evening til 1:30 am. Saturday morning, I
observed 23 freight trains at a popular train
watching location next to the Altoona
Railroaders Memorial Museum. This does not
include what I probably missed during an hour
I was away to check in at the hotel and grab a
carryout MTO from Sheetz. Other observations
were as follows. Solid unit trains of gondolas
carrying steel slabs from eastern parts to west-
ern customers that under Conrail consisted of a
wide variety of gondolas from a wide variety of
railroads were not seen by me. These trains
now consist of all NS owned gondolas. Of all
the coal carrying trains and their empty coun-
terparts I observed, each consisted of mostly NS
Top Gons or NS hoppers with a sprinklin' of
Conrail cars. Others consisted entirely of ship-
per owned hopper cars. Most of the double
SD40-2 pusher sets were still dress blue. Only
one set was all NS black, No. 3344 & 3346.

I opened by column with a positive report on
a museum celebrating 25 years of railroad
equipment preservation. I will end this column
on a not so happy report concerning the
Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum. A few
years ago I reported on the museum's grand
opening and what it had to offer. I was
impressed to the point that I joined as a regular

An aside about time of day while travel-
ing through Indiana. Indiana does not
observe day light saving time. CSX, the
owner of the track over which the
Cardinal/Kentucky Cardinal runs however
observes daylight saving times over its total
system. Thus train crew time was always
one hour ahead of local time. Confusing?

At Indianapolis the train is broken into
two separate sections. The Cardinal contin-
ues on east to Washington, DC, the
Kentucky Cardinal turns south for
Jeffersonville. At Union Station the lead
two engines were cut off from the train
and the pin was pulled in front of the last
coach. The Cardinal then departed with
Engine # 17 pulling. Road Slug # 90368
and Engine #14 were then turned and
recoupled to Coach # 34055 and the three
boxes. While this was going on the north-
bound Kentucky Cardinal with Engines
#76 and # 512, Coach # 34098, and Boxes
# 70033 and # 71002 pulled into the sta-
tion.

The Kentucky Cardinal, while only need-
ing one engine, operates with two as there
is no wye or turn table at Jeffersonville to
turn the engine. Thus the engines are
hooked up back to back. At Jeffersonville
the engines run around the train. The
result of this maneuver, with the two
engines, is that the train still has a engine
cab pointing in the direction of travel.

Departure from Indianapolis involved a
number of forwarding and backings until
the correct track is reached to head south-
ward. This track, owned by the Louisville
and Indiana, ex Conrail, ex Pennsylvania, is
in poor condition and maximum train
speed is 30 MPH. The L&I is supposed to be

getting a federal grant to upgrade their
track but the money has not arrived yet.
We did, however, reach Jeffersonville at
0635 an hour and half before scheduled
arrival.

The Kentucky Cardinal is actually a throw
back to the day’s of mail trains. While it is
not fast the purpose of the Kentucky
Cardinal is over night delivery of mail from
Chicago to Louisville, thus the boxcars. The
passenger coach is but an added thought to
produce revenue. The train delivered 37
passengers to the suburban shelter, that
serves as the Jeffersonville unmanned
depot. The depot is located on the east
edge of the L&I’s yard.

Rail Day at Lynchburg’s City
Cemetery

Learn more about Lynchburg's remarkable
railroad history as we walk to the gravesites

of railroad employees and victims of railroad
accidents buried throughout the Cemetery. The
tour ends at our new Station House Museum,
an 1898 C&O Standard Station, reconstructed in
the Cemetery from its original location at
Stapleton, Amherst County. Enjoy live, old-time
railroad music during the Open House!

Web: http://www.gravegarden.org
E-mail: occ@gravegarden.org

Saturday, August 3, 2002
Cemetery Tour: 10:00 a.m.

(Meet at Cemetery Gatehouse)
Open House at Station:

11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Come for one or both parts!

Happy 40th Birthday
by Bill Mason and Brian Crosier

On June 22 and 23, the Roanoke Chapter
NRHS celebrated the 40th birthday of our

EMD GP 30 No. 522 built in June 1962. The cel-
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Cards and Flowers
If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick, lost a loved one or has a new

birth in the family, please contact Bonnie Molinary. Bonnie is responsible for
Chapter cards and flowers and can be reached at 362-0273.

Deadline for Turntable Times
The deadline for the next issue of Turntable Times is Thursday, July 18, 2002.

Please send articles, information and all exchange newsletters to: Kenney
Kirkman, Editor, Turntable Times, 590 Murphy Road, Collinsville, Va. 24078-
2128.

Material For Turntable Times
We are always in need of articles, photos or news items for the Turntable

Times. Due to copyright restrictions, we cannot reprint articles from many
newspapers; a condensed, rewritten article crediting the source is acceptable.
We still need material on an ongoing basis. Please contribute!

70 Years Ago This Summer
by Ken Miller

Summer 1932.  The City of Roanoke noted its 50th Anniversary, there was lit-
tle to celebrate with the nationwide depression. Roanoke was a bit better off

than most, with ongoing employment by the N&W keeping dollars flowing
among the local merchants. Things were not as happy for the railroad. Business
on the N&W in 1931 was down 21% less than 1930, and the first two month of
1932 were, 20% less than the same two months of 1931. On May 18, 1932, Isaac
T. Mann passed away at his home in Washington, D.C. Those who are not famil-
iar with the name might recall the place named after him on the Virginian in
West Virginia; Itmann. Mann was an early financial leader and very involved in
a variety of coal companies and banks in the coal fields. On May 15, the
Birmingham Special’s route was changed to run over the N&W between
Lynchburg and Bristol, saving one hour and 20 minutes southbound and two
hours northbound via the former routing via the Southern mainline through
Atlanta. Excursion trains offered the N&W new ways to earn precious additional
revenue, special weekend fares were offered to entice travelers through Sept 3.

From The Head End

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society will hold its
next regular meeting on Thursday, July 18, 2002 at 7:30 pm. The meeting will be
held at the First Presbyterian Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal
Spring Avenue in Roanoke.

Our July program will be a video of excursion steam provided by Chad Jordan.

Meeting Notice
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Right and Below: It’s
not a birthday unless
there is a cake! Custom
decorated cake and
refreshments were
enjoyed by a number of
members and friends.
Kenney Kirkman photos

Left: The 522 and chapter caboose shows off
new paint. Time just ran out before the paint
could be fully finished on the caboose, and
without final paint, lettering was to be done
when the finish coats were completed. Brian
Crosier photo.

ebration was incorporated into our Spring Open
House and included the rededication of the
locomotive, Birthday cake, and rides behind 522
in the chapter's Norfolk and Western caboose.
Though not lettered, the caboose is back in red
and black and looked pretty sharp coupled to a
freshly repainted unit. On Sunday a number of
members of the N&W Historical Society visited
after the conclusion of their convention held in
Lynchburg. Norris Deyerley and Charlie Long of
the Blue Ridge Chapter were Convention Co-
Chairs and asked whether we could offer the
open house as an “unofficial” convention event
so that members could visit our archives and go
for rides on the train and in Richard Shell's
restored motor car No. 1411.

The event started a little late on Saturday due

to some of the crew being awake most or all of
the night to work with the Roanoke City
Department of Public Works repairing an 8"
water main that broke under one of our tracks
around 1 am. Around 1:30 a.m. a train crew was
organized and fired the 522 so we could pull
our cars off of the affected track to avoid the
track collapsing as the water undermined its
support structure. By 2:30 a.m. Alan Easome,
Chad Jordan and Brian Crosier has successfully
relocated the chapters two Norfolk and Western
Boxcars, N&W MofW tool car, Virginian Railway
gondola and the 1829 out of harms way. The
main fully ruptured spouting water several feet
in the air and leaving a hole that a crewman
could disappear within. By 8:30 am, The water
was finally shut off and by noon the pipe was
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repaired and the hole filled in. The track will
still need some minor work before being placed
back into service. 

Thanks to all who contributed to make this a
successful weekend for everyone whom visited,
Alan Easome, Chad Jordan, Shirldon Winegard,
Tommy Duncan, Ken Miller, Lawanda Ely (han-
dled refreshments all weekend), Bill Mason,
Richard Sherman, George Stein, Bill Sherman,
Brian Crosier, Paul Howell, Bill and Ellen Arnold.
Attendance for the weekend is estimated in
excess of 200, and several new members result-
ed as well as donations that covered the cost of
the fuel consumed. 

To everyone that attended, we thank you for
coming, and hope you enjoyed yourself. When
we have another open house in the future we
will have some other pieces of equipment
restored for you to see. 

Thanks again for a successful weekend.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS

July 18, 2002
Regular Meeting

August 6, 2002
Board Meeting

August 15, 2002
Regular Meeting

September 3, 2002
Board Meeting

September 19, 2002
Regular Meeting

Dated Material
Please do not delay

Open House Weekend at Roanoke Chapter’s 9th Street
Maintenance Facility. From top left, newly restored 522
and friends celebrate it’s 40th birthday on June 22. Center,
right, repainted N&W caboose 518409 and recently con-
structed loading platform with Alan Easome and Chad
Jordan await the first move of the day. Left: retired Road
Foreman of Engines and S.R. Winegard and dispatcher
Tommy Duncan christen the reborn 522 for the media. Top
photo: Kenney Kirkman, Above and left: Brian Crosier.


