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Cards and Flowers

If you know of a Chapter Member who is sick,
lost a loved one or has a new birth in the family,
please contact Elizabeth Leedy. Elizabeth is
responsible for Chapter cards and flowers and
can be reached at 389-5274.

Meeting Notice

The Roanoke Chapter of the National Railway
Historical Society will hold its next general
meeting on Thursday, October 15, 1998 at 7:30
pm. The meeting will be at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of McClanahan and Crystal
Spring Avenue in Roanoke.

Cover Photo

Norfolk Southern 8522 leads a grain train
southbound at Wirtz, Virginia on a beautiful
spring day in April 1997. Richard D. Shell photo.

New Deadline for Turntable Times

The deadline for each issue of Turntable Times
is now the 18th of the month instead of the 25th.
Please make note if you haven't done so. The
deadline for the next issue is Sunday, October
18th. Please send articles, information and all
exchange newsletters to: Kenney Kirkman,
Editor, Turntable Times, 590 Murphy Road,
Collinsville, Va. 24078-2128.

Notice of Annual Meeting

he Annual Meeting of the Roanoke

Chapter of the National Railway Historical
Society will be held at the First Presbyterian
Church on the corner of Crystal Spring and
McClanahan Street on Thursday, November 19,
1998. The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm. At this
time we will hold our annual election in which
four (4) directors will be elected.

Instructions for Absentee Ballot: This year we
will be electing five (5) directors. Election will
be by secret ballot. Any member may vote by
absentee ballot. The nominees will be included
in the November Turntable Times, and
announced at the October meeting.

Please Note: if you are interested in running, or
know of another chapter member who is,
please contact the nominating committee as
soon as possible.

To vote by absentee ballot, one must:

1 - Request an absentee ballot from the
Secretary or a member of tile nominating
committee. Members of the nominating com-
mittee are Chairman Walt Alexander, Al Carroll
and Jim Molinary. You will receive (a) one bal-
lot; (b) one "ballot" envelope; and (c) one mail-
ing envelope.

2 - Mark the ballot (vote for not more than five
(5) directors. If more than five (5) votes are cast,
the ballot will be discarded).

3 - Place the ballot in the "ballot" envelope
and seal. Do not put your name on the ballot or
"ballot" envelope.

4 - Place "ballot" envelope in the mailing
envelope. Write your name and return address
on the mailing envelope and mail to;

Roanoke Chapter, N.R.H.S.
P. O.Box 13222
Roanoke, VA 24032-1322
or

The envelope may be hand delivered to the
Secretary anytime before the election at the
annual meeting.



In Memory

We are saddened to report the passing of two
long time members in this issue. In a week time
frame first Floyd Kelch then Clarence Hodges
passed away.

Both had been in poor health for some time.
The Chapter extends its sympathy and thoughts
to the families.

George Floyd Kelch, 1919-1998
by Bill Carson
good friend and faithful member of our
organization has passed from us. George
FLoyd Kelch died on September 26th following
an extended illness. Funeral services were held
on Tuesday, September 29th at Oakey’s Vinton
Chapel, with Masonic rites and burial at
Mountain View Cemetery. Hew is survived by
his wife of 56 years, Dorothy Goode Kelch, and
one sister, ALice Powers.

Floyd, as most of us knew him, was born in
Radford, Virginia on February 26, 1919. He
served in the U.S. Navy during World War Il and
survived the bombing of Pearl Harbor. He also
survived the destruction of three warships on
which he was assigned. He sustained a leg injury
and remained partially disabled for life. On
October 3, 1942, with the war still in progress,
he married Dorothy Goode, who would
become one of our Chapter's most beloved
members.

In 1950, Floyd graduated from Virginia Tech,
receiving a degree in Mechanical Engineering
and followed the same as a career during his
working life. He and Dorothy settled in
Washington, D.C.where Floyd held a position
with the Navy Department. In 1975, several years
after retirement, he and Dorothy moved to
Vinton.

Floyd was affiliated with the Lutheran Church.

Andres Alonso

The organizations to which he belonged reflect-
ed his widely varied interests. These included
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers,
American Legion, Disabled American Veterans,
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Masons. He
held a 50 year membership in the latter organi-
zation and was active in the Vinton lodge.

Without question, railroading and railroad his-
tory was the chief avocation of Floyd’s life. He
was a member of the Virginia Museum of
Transportation, and most notably, of the
National Railway Historical Society. He was a
dual member of the Washington Chapter and
Roanoke Chapter.

Since returning to Vlrginia, both Floyd and
Dorothy have been exceedingly dedicated to ta
variety of Chapter enterprises. Floyd was a
member of the Mechanical committee and dur-
ing the years in which he was physically able, he
rarely missed a work session. Also, the Kelch
home in Vinton was, for many years the staging
area for the mailing out of the Turntable Times.

During the “glory days” of the Chapter’s excur-




sion program, Floyd routinely served as a car
host. He had a distinct preference for the com-
bination coach-souvenir car No. 727, possibly
because his wife was usually selling souvenirs in
the other section. We recall Floyd as one of the
most colorful characters on board our trains,
with his N&W trainman’s hat and other eye-
catching regalia. Always a gregarious host, Floyd
loved his passengers and took special interest in
their comfort and safety. He was never more in
his element that when he officiated on school
children’s trips or playing Santa Claus at the
Transportation Museum.

His love of children was a clue to his overall
personality. Floyd had a lot of love to give every-
one. In fact if any phrase could best describe
him, it is that he was a “giving person.” He was
totally unselfish in the giving of his time, talent
and means to worthwhile purposes. Roanoke
Chapter will always be in his debt—in that he
chose to make our organization an object of his
interest and generosity.Floyd suffered a great
deal of illness during the past several years,
which prevented him from being as active as he
had been accustomed. However, we prefer to
remember him as he was in earlier times—the
good times—when he set the example of ded-
icated worker, when he was a genuine contrib-
utor to our chapter undertakings, and wen he
and Dorothy added enthusiasm to our gather-
ings.

During these difficult times we offer Dorothy
and Alice our condolences, our prayers and
best wishes.

Clarence Hodges

Our thoughts and prayers also go out to Jo
and the children on the passing of Clarence
Hodges on October 4th.

Clarence and Jo had been active members for

Jerry Johnson
Clarence and Jo Hodges on our Amtrak excursion
train last fall.

a number of years, and the kids as well in their
younger years. Clarence served on the Chapter
Board for one term including one year as Vice
President and attended many board meetings
over the years.

His and Jo’s domain was the kitchen, howev-
er, whether in car No. 1148 “Devils Lake” or what
ever car we had to utilize at the time. The orga-
nization and massive job that this entails, espe-
cially on an “Independence Limited” type of trip
is almost overwhelming. These trips can be
quite trying, as anyone who ever staffed them
can attest. “Hodges Hash House” was the order
of the day for crew and many passengers alike.

The days were particularly long before we
replaced the generator or the 1148. The old one
was prone to quitting on the longest and hottest
of days making the car an oven of its own.
Driving the food crew out of the car. Clarence
took it in stride and continued to serve the
masses in horrendous heat.

Not long after retirement, Clarence’s health
began to suffer greatly and he was in and out of
the hospital more times than we care to count,
he and Jo still attended meetings when he was



up to the trip from their Bedford County home,
but it was nowhere near as often as before.

In the spring of 1997, they suffered another
blow. Their home burned to the ground. Luckily
they had left for a beach vacation earlier in the
day and no one was home. The Chapter mem-
bers rallied out for them and assisted them in a
variety of ways and presented them with a vari-
ety of gifts at a meeting last summer.

Clarence will always be remembered for his
chili on board the train. We're not saying it was
strong, but on at least one occasion, Bill Carson
got his bowl of chili and a portion of the plastic
spoon in it was gone by the time he got to his
table!

Our thoughts are with the family at this trying
time.

Small Rails - October
by Dave Meashey

he Roanoke Valley Model Engineers held

their September meeting at The Rail Yard
hobby store. Members made plans for the show
at the East End Car Shops employee & family
open house on Saturday September 12th. On
Friday evening, September 11th, we set up the
modules behind the tender of N&W class A
steam locomotive number 1218. After we killed
off the usual “early in the show” gremlins, trains
ran fairly well for the rest of the day. Ken Miller
and Richard Shell were staffing a chapter display
not too far from our layout. Several other chap-
ter members also visited during the day. The
club has already been asked back for the next
open house.

The Big Lick Big Train Operators met Sunday,
August 16th at the home of Karen and Tom
Harris in Rural Retreat. Ironically, it poured rain for
the early part of the meeting, and we were
forced to stay indoors and watch a movie. But
later the sun came out and we returned to run-

ning trains. Karen’s garden railway is now com-
pletely battery power, so only one visiting piece
of equipment (a battery powered VW *“rail bee-
tle”) got to run on her garden railway. The meet-
ing ended with a cookout.

Mixed Freight - October
by Mr. Robin Shavers
ne thing | failed to mention last month is
that a new Moneta bypass has been
open for several months. The bypass includes a
bridge over the former Virginian Railway high
iron and offers decent photos of trains traveling
east or west. Safe parking is available. The
bypass involves state highway 122.

RAIL DAY 98 sponsored by Trains Unlimited of
Lynchburg was a tremendous success despite
the much needed rain. Jim Revell, the master
mind of RAIL DAY 20 years ago and former
owner of Trains Unlimited, was awarded a
plaque of recognition for his concept of RAIL
DAY and it's continued growth over the years.
Along with the sales of railroadiana and model
railroad merchandise, the operation of modular
layouts continue to be an important part of the
event.

A lot of you have probably paid a visit or two
to The North Carolina Transportation Museum at
Spencer, N.C. One of the highlights of a visit to
that historic sight is observing and or riding the
site’s excursion train powered by steamer # 604
which was built in 1926 by The Baldwin
Locomotive Works. 604 is in need of running
gear work to the tune of $100,000.00. A total of
$50,000.00 has been secured already. The
museum is asking for the needed funds from
those of us whom care. Send your contributions
to: NCTMF, Steam Locomotive # 604 Fund, P.O.
Box 44, Spencer, N.C. 28159, or phone 704-636-
2889.




(This will be an occasional feature in our newsletter, featur-
ing materials out of the Chapter Archive Facility
y Ken Miller

Norfolk and Western Photo

Negative numbers 8065, 8064 (inset)

Railfans tend to focus on locomotives,

cabooses, freight and passenger cars.
Often forgotten is the seldom dramatic and
rarely seen people behind the scenes. Without
these, and many other people, the railroads
would not exist.

This February 1926 scene in the car records
office shows the massive piles of paper that
these nameless people had to deal with day in
and out. It was a never ending task tracking the
movements and billing for freight shipments.

These clerks used a very large desk shared
between two people, hence the term “partners
desk.” It is thought that these desks were made
in the carpenter shop at East End. Over the years
they varied somewhat in style and details.

Just imagine working in these conditions,
notice the single small light over each desk, the
inkwells in the center of the desk and even the
lack of telephones. Papers were pinned togeth-
er, no staples here. A total of fourteen people
are shown here with desk space for 12, obvi-
ously the two chief clerks had a desk off behind
the photographer. Today, most of this type
records are strictly digital and may rarely if ever
see a piece of paper.

Why is this photo of interest to us? First the
people and office scenes are rarely published
or seldom even made. Secondly, just recently,
one of the old partner desks was donated to our
archive facility and is now undergoing restora-
tion towards service again. The style of our desk
actually matches the one in the inset photo.
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“If you listen carefully to some of the videos
that were shot back then, you can hear this,” he
continues. “We knew about this when we ran in
'96, but it didn't adversely affect the operation
of the locomotive, so we did not attempt to
diagnose this problem.”

All these issues combined is what led to the
decision to return the 2716 to her owners and
concentrate on raising funds to get the 765 back
on the road, Melvin points out.

Kentucky's Hardin Southern Railroad has
acquired the former Lee-Tidewater Cypress
Lumber Company 2-6-2 No. 4 and moved the
locomotive from four decades of storage in
lllinois to Hardin on August 14. The locomotive
will require an extensive overhaul before
becoming operational.

The locomotive is an August 1914 product of
the Baldwin Locomotive Works, originally built
for Burton-Schwartz Cypress and later sold to
Lee-Tidewater. It was sold in 1958 to J.C. Turner
Lumber, then to Edaville Corp. at Copeland, Fla.
in 1962. In 1968 it was sold to a partnership
involving locomotive dealer George Silcott.

In May 1968 it was sold to John Thompson
and was stored at Thompson Farms near Monee,
lll. The engine has 44-inch drivers and develops
18,980 pounds tractive effort from a 160-pound
boiler pressure.

Norfolk Southern Open House
embers Richard Shell, Ken Miller and Dorr

Tucker represented the Chapter at the
Norfolk Southern Open House at East End
Shops on Saturday September 26th.

Ken and Richard put together a historical dis-
play of photographs and drawings featuring the
Roanoke area more specifically the East End
Shops and were on hand to answer questions
for the day. Our display area was next to the
1218 in the old paint shop.

Many visitors stopped by to study the display
and much interest was shown.

The event was entertaining for both ourselves
and the visitors, we hope to have more partici-
pation next year.
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